
Main Church. Part 2: Saint Paul and His 
Communities – 25 Nov ’19 (Mon), 7.30pm 
to 9.00pm, SPP Main Church. All are 
welcomed! Please email spphappenings@
gmail.com for any enquiries.

ADVENT DAY OF RECOLLECTION 
– Behold, The Servant of the Lord, Be it 
done to me according to your word – Living 
Mary’s words with St. Thérèse’s Little Way 
by Fr. Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD. Details: 
23 Nov ’19 (Sat), 9.00am to 4.00pm (Lunch 
at own expense), Catholic Centre Level 3. 
Please register at email: spphappenings@
gmail.com or at SPP Church Office. 
Attendance by registration only.

NOTES FROM TALK ON PLENARY 

INDULGENCE by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD 
on 27 July 2019 is now available at the SPP 
150th Anniversary microsite. Please visit 
SPP150.com/formation.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

MAKE YOUR MARRIAGE A 
PRIORITY! “Marriage is a project to be 
worked on together ... and a process of 
growth.” - Pope Francis (Amoris Laetitia, 
no. 218, 221). Good marriages can always 
be made better. To deepen and refine your 
couple relationship, sign up for one of the 
upcoming Marriage Encounter Weekends: 
1 - 3 Nov & 6 - 8 Dec 2019 and 3 - 5 Jan 
2020. Contact David & Clara @ 96705390 
or mewkend@gmail.com

Introduction to the Prophets
(Part 11 of 15)
The Twelve Minor Prophets
The last book in the Hebrew canon of the 
Prophets is simply called ‘The Twelve’, 
being a collection of twelve short books 
attributed to different prophets. Its title in 
the Greek Bible is ‘Dodekapropheton’. 
The Church knows it as ‘The Minor 
Prophets’, not because the collection is of 
less importance than the ‘major’ prophets 
but because the books are shorter. These 
books already formed a collection when 
Ecclesiasticus was being written, Si 49:10. 
The Hebrew Bible, followed by the Vulgate, 
arranges these short books in the historical 
order assigned to them by tradition. The 
order is somewhat different in the Greek 
Bible which, moreover, places them before 
the major prophets.

In this edition the books will be found in the 
tradition order observed by the Vulgate (and 
the Hebrew), but in this Introduction they will 
be treated in what is more probably their true 
historical order.

Amos

Amos was a shepherd of Tekoa on the edge 
of the desert of Judah, 1:1; belonging to no 
prophetic confraternity, he was divinely 
called from his flock and sent to prophesy 

to Israel, 7:14. After a brief ministry mainly, 
perhaps exclusively, concerned with the 
schismatic shrine at Bethel, 7:10f, he was 
expelled from Israel and returned to his 
former occupation.

He preached under Jeroboam II, 783 - 743, 
by material standards a glorious reign during 
which the Northern Kingdom expanded and 
grew wealthy, but during which the rich 
exploited the poor, and fine liturgical show 
disguised the lack of sound religion. A true 
son of the desert, rough, direct, proud, rich 
in the images natural to the desert dwellers, 
Amos in the name of God condemned 
corrupt city life, social injustice, the deceitful 
consolations of insincere ceremonial, 5:21-
22. Yahweh, sovereign lord of the world, 
punisher of nations, ch. 1-2, would severely 
punish Israel, who, being chosen by God, 
should practise a morality stricter than that 
of others, 3:2. The ‘day of Yahweh’ (the 
phrase occurs here for the first time in the 
Bible) will be one of darkness and not light, 
5:18f; to wreak his dreadful vengeance, 
6:8f, God summons a nation, 6:14, Assyria, 
which, though not named, is always in the 
prophet’s mind. Yet Amos kindles a spark 
of hope; he looks forward to the salvation 
of those who stay faithful, the ‘remnant’ of 
Joseph, 5:15 (the first use of this expression 
by a prophet). This profound doctrine 
of God, all-powerful and universal lord, 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
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offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year C) Pg 1011
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: I will bless your name for ever, O God my King.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 4 November 2019 - SAT 9 November 2019
MON: ROM 11:29-36, LK 14:12-14 TUE: ROM 12:5-16AB, LK 14:15-24 WED: ROM 
13:8-10, LK 14:25-33 THU: ROM 14:7-12, LK 15:1-10 FRI: ROM 15:14-21, LK 16:1-8 
SAT: EZ 47:1-2, 8-9, 12,JN 2:13-22

3 November 2019 Year CThirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building is 
closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. For the safety 
of the public, the columbarium will be closed, the next  period when it will be accessible for visits is on 
All Souls’ Day period: 27 Oct - 10 Nov ‘19. Visiting Hours: 9.00am to 5.00pm. Subsequent niche 
blessings and internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche blessing and 
internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put on personal protection 
gears when they enter the columbarium. 



would be completely distorted were he to be 
represented as a prophet only of disaster, while 
his allusions to Judah, if not required by the 
context, are quite understandable if Hosea 
continued to preach after the fall of Samaria. 
This, however, does not exclude the possibility 
of brief additions, e.g. 1:7; 2:1-3; 14:10.

The Book of Hosea has had a profound 
influence on the Old Testament; there are 
echoes of Hosea in the exhortations of later 
prophets to a religion of the heart, with 

God’s love as its motive force. It is not 
surprising that the New Testament quotes 
Hosea or, not infrequently, imitates him. 
The wedding imagery of God’s love for his 
people is taken up by Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
the second part of Isaiah and the Song of 
Songs. The New Testament and the early 
Christian community apply it to the union 
between Christ and his Church. Christian 
mysticism has extended the application to 
the individual soul.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

PARISH NEWS 

INFANT BAPTISM – The next Infant 
Baptism service will be incorporated into 
11.00am Mass, held on Sunday, 8 Dec ‘19.  
Parents and Godparents are required to 
attend a preparatory session on Saturday, 7 
Dec ‘19 at 3.30pm. Application Forms can 
be obtained from the Parish Office and must 
be submitted by Tuesday, 12 Nov ‘19.

THE LOURDES EXPERIENCE 2019, 
organised by the Order of Malta Singapore 
once in every 5 years, will be held at the 
Singapore Indoor Stadium on Saturday 7 
Dec 2019 from 2pm to about 7pm. Due to the 
stadium capacity limitation, limited tickets 
are allocated to each parish. Parishioners 
who are interested to attend this event are 
requested to register at the temporary parish 
office by 15 Nov, subject to a maximum 
of 2 tickets per person. If demand exceeds 
tickets available,  there will be a ballot. 
Only successful applicants will be notified 
to collect their tickets. Unclaimed tickets 
within a week of notice will be allocated to 
the next person in the queue on waiting list 
and who will be notified accordingly. For 
more details, please refer to the notices at 

the front of the church. 

SPP150 MASS - Choir Registration The 
Parish Liturgical Committee is glad to 
announce that we are opening up registration 
for participation in the Choir for the 
#SPP150 Mass on 28 June 2020. Interested 
participants may register through this link: 
https://forms.gle/r9sYcZV6fZdAkKDW9. 
More details available in the form itself. Let 
us come together as a Parish Community 
for this once-in-a-generation event to give 
Praise and Thanks to God!

“BEHOLD I MAKE ALL THINGS 
NEW” with the Carmelite Saints by Fr. 
Augustine Mulloor, OCD. Details: 4 to 7 
Nov ’19 (Mon to Thu), 7.30pm to 9.30pm, 
Catholic Centre Level 3. Contribution: 
$50 (include light refreshments). Please 
register and pay at SPP Church Office. 
Attendance by registration only. Please 
email spphappenings@gmail.com for any 
enquiries.

“BEHOLD I MAKE ALL THINGS 
NEW” with SAINT PAUL by Sr. Theresa 
Lim, FSP. Part 1: Chosen & Loved - 9 
Nov ’19 (Sat), 2.30pm to 4.00pm, SPP 

defender of justice, is formulated without 
the slightest hesitation; the prophet never 
once gives the impression of innovating: his 
preaching is merely a reminder, a sharp one, 
of the demands of pure Yahwism.

The book has reached us in some disorder; 
the prose narrative, 7:10-17, in particular, 
separating two visions, would be better 
placed at the end of the oracles. Certain 
short passages leave us in doubt about their 
authorship. The doxologies, 4:13; 5:8-9; 
9:5-6, may have been added for liturgical 
recitation. The brief oracle on Judah, 2:4-5, 
is possibly from a different author. Further 
doubts have been raised by 9:8b-10 and 
especially by 9:11-15. There are no solid 
grounds for suspecting the former, but it is 
possible that 9:11-15 are an addition. No 
argument should be based on the promises 
of salvation which the latter passage 
contains, since from early times such 
promises had always been features of the 
prophets’ preaching, cf. Amos in 5:15 and 
his contemporary Hosea. But the references 
to the collapsing (or already ruined) hut 
of David, to vengeance on Edom, and to 
a reinstatement or return of Israel, seem 
to indicate a later period, either after the 
Assyrian victories of 734 – 732, or after the 
fall of Jerusalem.

Hosea

Hosea, a native of the Northern Kingdom, was 
a contemporary of Amos, since his ministry 
began under Jeroboam II, though it continued 
through the reigns of his successors; Hosea 
may even have lived to see the fall of Samaria 
in 721. It was a sombre period for Israel with 
the victorious advance of Assyria, 734 – 732, 
internal rebellions (four kings assassinated in 
fifteen years), religious and moral corruption.

Of Hosea’s life during those turbulent times 
we know nothing beyond his own domestic 
troubles, cg. 1 – 3, but these were to condition 
his ministry as a prophet. The interpretation of 
these opening chapters is much disputed, but 

the following seems most probable: Hosea has 
married a wife whom he loves but who deserts 
him; his love remains however, and, having 
put her to the test, he takes her back. The 
prophet’s sad experience becomes a symbol 
of Yahweh’s dealings with his people. Ch. 2 
draws the moral and at the same time provides 
the key to the whole book. Israel, the bride 
of God, has become a faithless harlot, has 
aroused the anger and jealousy of her divine 
husband. God’s love remains; he will punish 
her, but only to bring her back and restore her 
to the joys of their first love.

For the first time, God’s relationship with 
Israel is described in terms of marriage, a 
figure most boldly chosen and passionately 
expressed by a prophet at once affectionate 
and fiery. The underlying theme of all his 
preaching is divine love misunderstood by 
the people on whom it is lavished. Once 
the few golden days in the wilderness were 
over, Israel played false to her loving God. 
Hosea indicts the ruling classes most sternly. 
The kings, chosen in defiance of God’s will, 
have toyed with human policies, degrading 
God’s chosen people to the level of the 
other nations. The priests, ignorant and 
avaricious, are leading the people to their 
ruin. Like Amos, Hosea attacks injustice 
and violence, but he is more insistent 
to the evils of apostasy. The worship of 
Yahweh at Bethel is idolatrous worship; 
Yahweh is coupled with Baal and Astarte 
in the licentious rites of the high places. 
Now Yahweh is a jealous God, demanding 
an undivided heart: ‘What I want is love, 
not sacrifice; knowledge of God, not 
holocausts’, 6:6. Punishment is therefore 
sure to come; yet God punishes only to 
save. Israel stripped and shamed will come 
to remember the days of her faithfulness; 
Yahweh will welcome his repentant people 
back; happiness and peace will return.

For some time scholars tried to remove from 
Hosea all prophecies of happiness and all that 
concerned Judah. More sober conclusions 
are being urged today. Hosea’s message 
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