
LCG Ministerial Bulletin, Page 3 

The Toolbox: Opening and Closing Services with Prayer

Giving the opening or closing prayer at Sabbath services is an important part of the 
worship of God and Jesus Christ.  Here are guidelines to help men in your congregation fulfill 

this important responsibility. 

[This article may be reprinted and distributed for instructional purposes.] 

By Gary F. Ehman 

It is a great honor and privilege for men in the 
congregation to give opening and closing 
prayers. It is an opportunity to commit the 
Sabbath day service into God’s hands for 
inspiration and direction, or to thank Him for 
that involvement at the close of services. To 
be placed on the prayer list is recognition that 
the men selected are growing in the ”grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.”  

While the prospect of doing so may be 
daunting to the uninitiated, opening and 
closing prayers are not something to be taken 
for granted by those who have long 
experience. These prayers are an important 
part of our worship of God and Jesus Christ, 
giving leading men in the congregation 
opportunity to represent the congregation 
before God’s throne each Sabbath service. 

The purpose of opening prayers 

Christians do not walk in this world alone. 
Through the Spirit of God in them, they are 
always reassured that God has not 
abandoned or left them. While individual 
private prayer is the standard for Christians, 
public prayer – asking God to join with the 
congregation – creates a feeling of unity, 
purpose and closeness vital to Christian 
development implied in worship of Him as a 
family. The opening prayer is not a 
meaningless exercise. The one praying is 
asking God for guidance and inspiration on 
the service; His very presence among them.  
He is asking God to stir up both the hearing 
of the congregation and the messages that 
will be delivered by the speakers.  

What to pray for 

In our day and age of violence, warfare and 
crime, it is necessary to thank God for the 
peace, safety and harmony He provides His 
people as they come together to worship 
Him. It is also appropriate to be thankful for 
the meeting hall and God’s protection while 
traveling to services.  Mention can be made 
of the weather, if rain is needed, or the sun, if 
it has been raining too long. One may even 
express thanksgiving for the opportunity to 
sing hymns of praise to God as a 
congregation. 

The Apostle Paul says: “Giving thanks always 
for all things to God the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20). 
While we assemble each Sabbath to worship 
God, it is also the time that God can speak to 
us in a special way through His ministry and 
other leaders. It is vitally important to ask God 
to inspire the sermonette and the sermon 
messages, asking that Christ be with us in 
Spirit, speaking through the men.  Dependant 
on the needs of the local church area, there 
are many other things that can briefly be 
mentioned in the opening prayer, i.e. that 
God would be with brethren who are not able 
to attend services because of illness or other 
circumstances.

How to pray 

We pray to God, not men. Our prayer is the 
opening link in communications between God 
and the brethren. We cannot really impress 
God with our eloquence and we should not 
be striving to impress the congregation.  
Jesus said: “And when you pray, do not use 
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vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they 
think that they will be heard for their many 
words” (Matthew 6:7).  

The opening prayer is not a sermonette! It is 
also not a forum for being a witness to 
upcoming world events, or to give personal 
testimonies. This is not all about you; it is 
about talking to God for the congregation. 
Speak with sincerity, in a normal, clear, 
conversational tone. We humbly come before 
God, but we need not affect a quavering, 
pseudo-sanctimonious voice that can be 
embarrassing to the congregation.   

Do not use King James English. Avoid using 
the “thee” and “thou” words that one often 
hears from professing Christian ministers 
when they perform public prayers. Your 
prayer should be from the heart, not a written 
message, or a memorized prayer you have 
prepared in case you are called upon. Your 
preparation should be your private prayers 
asking God to always inspire you when you 
are given opportunity to pray for the 
congregation. Be careful, too, not to 
repeatedly use the word “Father” in 
addressing God during the prayer. 

During the last opening hymn move quietly to 
the outside aisle and begin your move 
towards the front of the room. This is not to 
be a grand entrance with everyone waiting for 
you to walk up onto the stage. Timing is 
important, as not to disrupt the song leader, 
or to attract attention to yourself.  As the last 
stanza of the hymn begins, you should 
already be within reach of the stage. Move 
slowly towards the song leader so that by the 
end of the hymn you need only to make three 
or four steps to the lectern.  Position yourself 
as a speaker behind the lectern. It is not 
necessary for you to appear humble. Bow 
your head, but be sure that you will be 
speaking directly into the microphone. 

The purpose of closing prayers 

The closing prayer is the final statement of 
Sabbath services. It is vitally important to the 
congregation that the prayer is not a 
distraction from what has been given to them 

under inspiration of God. As the one selected 
to close services, follow the same procedures 
of quietly getting to the lectern as outlined for 
the opening prayer. 

Sermons are meant to encourage, provide 
information and to offer correction. As you 
have just listened to the sermon, you will 
have formed certain thought patterns of how 
you were personally inspired. Your prayer 
should be in the form of thanking God for this 
inspiration on yours and the congregation’s 
understanding of His truth. Briefly mentioning 
one or two important points and asking God 
to instill the message into our lives is 
reaffirming the speaker’s efforts. It is not the 
purpose of the closing prayer to add points to 
the messages, or to explain or elaborate on 
the concepts of the speakers. UNDER NO 
CIRCUMSTANCES should you correct the 
speaker in the prayer.   

Avoid picking up on the subject in a 
belaboring manner. Just ask God to help the 
congregation understand and apply His 
instructions. Be careful not to allow your 
emotions to overwhelm you, if you were 
particularly moved by the message. If it does 
happen, pause to regain control and continue 
on. There is no need to be embarrassed or to 
struggle with an apology. The congregation 
understands.  It is always appropriate to 
mention the sermonette in the closing prayer. 
These messages, like the sermon, are 
inspired by God.  Additionally, you could 
request God’s protection for the brethren 
traveling home following the services, or 
protection for the minister who may have a 
long drive to another service that Sabbath.  If 
the announcements contained news of a very 
sick person or the needs of brethren in other 
church areas or overseas, this, too, can be 
mentioned in the closing prayer. If there is a 
meal following the service, you may be asked 
to provide the blessing on food. 

These guidelines should be helpful if you are 
called on to serve in this important manner. 
Please remember they are meant to be just 
guidelines, not the last word – on how to 
open and close the services with prayer. 


