
Never Take No For An Answer!
The world is full of naysayers. People who specialize in telling us what we can’t do, what we 
can’t achieve, what is improbable and impossible in our lives, and why we should not even try 
to change our lives and overcome the challenges we face. We can’t do this, we can’t do that 
they say, just because they are invested in seeing us fail. They want us to give up, quit, and 
give in to failure. Their favorite two letters of the alphabet are N and O, and they delight in 
putting them together to say NO. No, you can’t change, no you can’t get better, no you can’t 
succeed. They delight in saying NO. This fixation with no starts at an early age. The first word 
many children speak is no, for the hear it all the time. In spite of the pervasive culture of no in 
which we live, we must learn to say YES. Yes to all the promises of God. Never take No for an 
answer!

• The Canaanite Woman
Matthew 15:22-28(KJV)22And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and 
cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is 
grievously vexed with a devil. 23But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and 
besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. 

• Jesus did not immediately respond. His disciples said “get rid of her”                                                      
24But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  

• Jesus made a statement that His ministry was to the Jews, not the Gentiles
• Even in the face of this seeming rejection, the woman pressed on
• She worshipped Jesus, The Greek text says she fell on her face and worshipped Him

25Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.  26But he answered and said, It 
is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs. 

• Jesus told here it was not right for Him to take the ministry that was given to the 
covenant people of Israel and give it to Gentiles

• She could have quit at that statement. She could have said “He said no”
• Instead of giving up, she responded boldly.

27And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ 
table. 28Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.

• She would not take no for an answer!
• God had always planned for the message of Jesus to go to the Gentiles, but that time 

had not yet come. In spite of this, this women’s faith transcended time and she received 
what she wanted from God

Acts 10:34-35(KJV) 34Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is 
no respecter of persons: 35But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him.  

• Asa king of Judah had a severe disease in his feet
2 Chronicles 16:12-13(KJV) 12And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in 
his feet, until his disease was exceeding great: yet in his disease he sought not to the LORD, 
but to the physicians.13And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and fortieth year of 
his reign.

• Asa went to the doctors instead of God. They couldn’t help him. They said there was 
nothing they could do

• The doctors said no and Asa died
• Let’s look at another time the doctors said no

Mark 5:25-26(KJV) 25And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, 26And 
had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was 
nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,  

• The doctors said no, there was nothing they could do



• She could have given up
Mark 5:27-29(KJV) 27When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his 
garment. 28For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. 29And straightway 
the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that 
plague. 

• The doctors said no. but her faith said YES
• God always says yes to those who touch Him with faith
• She would not take no for an answer!
• Another woman needed judgment in her favor

Luke 18:1-8(KJV) 1And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint;  
2Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man: 3And there 
was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 4And 
he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor 
regard man; 5Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual 
coming she weary me. 6And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.  

• Jesus told this story so that we would not quit
• This judge Jesus speaks of was not God, for He cannot be unjust
• This woman’s problem was with a man, and Satan, the devil, that was controlling him
• She kept on putting the pressure on him and he finally gave in and gave her what she 

wanted
• She would not take no for an answer! 

7And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear 
long with them?  
8I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall 
he find faith on the earth?

• Jesus say that He is looking for faith
• Faith never gives up, never quits, even when satan and all his demons say no
• When the doctor says no
• When the devil says no
• Faith says YES!

2 Corinthians 1:19-20(NIV) 19For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you 
by me and Silas£ and Timothy, was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him it has always been “Yes.”
20For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through 
him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.  

• When the doctor says no
• When the devil says no
• God says YES!
• We say Amen, agreeing with God that He says YES
• He says YES to our healing tonight
• I say yes to healing tonight
• When the doctor says no
• When the devil says no
• God says YES!
• I say YES
• I receive my healing tonight!


