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Hello all residents, 

We are officially over halfway through 
the year and what a six months it has 
been! There has been a lot of progress 
on the building project. September is 
quickly approaching, where we will see 
the completion of the new reception, 
chapel, movie theatre, coffee shop and 
new driveway.  

Building Project Update 

Most of the service relocation has now 
taken place; therefore disruptions will 
start to minimise moving forwards. Thank 
you for your patience during this process. 
We know that it has been very disruptive 
at times. 

In the last few weeks, the builders have 
been working on the new lift shaft 
next to our current lift. This has caused 
much of the noise you would have 
been hearing, but for a very good cause 
as within a few months we will have 
two operations lifts within our existing 
building. This will be operational in the 
beginning of next year. 

In the coming weeks you will start to 
see a lot of groundwork happen with 
Building A, excitingly the structure will 
start to come out of the ground, and we 
will really start to see the building take 
shape. The last of the big noise will be 
when the scaffolding is erected around 
the new building in early August. It won’t 
be as noisy as the demolition but will 
be repetitive as they get the structure in 
place.  

Unfortunately, they are running 
approximately 1 week behind schedule 
but that is to be expected on a big 
project such as this. However, the new 
reception, driveway, and café are still on 
target for completion in late September. 

We are in the first stages of selecting 
furniture for the project. Once we 
have settled on a few options we will 
get some samples brought onsite for 
residents, staff and families to try. The 
furniture will be enabling and suitable 
for older people as well as suit our arts 
theme and contemporary design of the 
new community. 

a note from
Alison Moss | CEO
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we welcome + we farewell
This month we welcomed John Berger, Maisie Lippitt, and John 

Messenger. Sadly, we farewelled Joan Boydell, George Spillman, Gwen 
Whitehead and Monica Mitchell.



Greetings valued residents, 

Last month we celebrated the first 
World Day of Prayer for the Elderly in 
our community. I would like to take this 
opportunity to pray for you, for all the 
moments of joy, for the dreams that 
have already come true in your lives and 
for those which are still ahead of you 
to enjoy and to help you all live life to 
the full. We pray that the storm of the 
pandemic may be calmed sooner than 
later. May we enjoy the comfort of each 
other in our Benevolent Community. 

Last month we also had our first ever 
Family and Friends Forum which I was 
sadly unable to attend. I was honoured to 
join residents, families, and Management 
at June’s resident forum. It was a valuable 
experience for me to hear first-hand 
resident experience and feedback and 
to be able to interact with you all on a 
personal level. I know my colleagues 
experienced the same thing during last 

month’s Family and Friends Forum. 

As managers and board directors, 
feedback is always welcome and we 
value all opinions and voices within 
our community. I hope residents and 
families feel grateful that our CEO and 
departmental managers took the time 
to listen, understand and implement 
change when it is necessary to do so. 

I would particularly like to thank my 
colleagues for attending on the day and 
hearing first-hand from families and 
representatives what is working and what 
may need some work. 

As always thank you for allowing 
members of the board to be present at 
your forums. We value your feedback 
above all else and will always seek to 
continually improve our care and services 
to you.
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As with furniture, signage and way 
finding is also a big project for the new 
buildings. They need to be enabling, 
clear and easy to read for people that 
may have some vision impairment and 
mounted slightly lower than normal for 
better visibility. We are working with the 
builders and architects now to ensure all 
signage is ready to go for when the new 
front reception opens later this year. 

Soon we will begin work with residents, 
staff and families about what we name 

the buildings, gardens and spaces. A very 
important decision for the future of our 
project and an exciting initiative to be 
involved in for everyone. 

We have also talked with a local art 
director to bring our arts strategy to life 
and will soon start discussions about the 
Art Strategy for the site, if anyone would 
like to be involved, please let me know. 

Alison

Kevin

a note from
Kevin Hogan | Chairman



Hello everyone! Well, what a month it 
has been. We have had some beautiful 
morning and afternoon winter walks 
around the outside of the facility with 
Sarah and we look forward to more 
beautiful days as we get closer to spring. 

Throughout the month of July we had so 
much fun on our Bene Bike Rides around 
Rockhampton. On one of our bike rides, 
we stopped and had morning tea at 
St Aubin’s village café and what a treat 
it was! We will be holding a Bene Bike 
Rides sausage sizzle on Saturday 14th 
August for family and friends to join in 
our wonderful bike rides. 

During July our regular activities, such as 
exercises group, bingo, indoor bowling, 
happy hour, scrabble, and cards have 
continued to be very popular.  Jess has 
also been coming around the facility with 
her fantastic beauty trolley on a Monday 
and she is excited to announce she will 
also be coming around to Bill Power 
every Tuesday. Don’t worry ladies and 
gentlemen, if getting your nails painted 
isn’t your thing, she is always up for a 

chat and gives great hand massages. 

As the Olympics comes to an end in 
August, we will be starting the month 
with our very own Bene Olympic Games 
in Jim McRae. We won’t spoil the event 
for you too much but only one team 
will win the Bene gold medal! We also 
look forward to the Bauhina singers and 
welcome back Greg Rea who had us 
dancing the morning away last time he 
visited Benevolent. 

We are also very excited to be heading 
back to the Pilbeam Theatre this month 
to watch the morning melodies show 
‘Belladiva- Skylark’. Please let one of the 
lifestyle team members know if you 
would like to go. Get in quick because 
tickets are limited.!

We love to hear everyone’s feedback and 
activity ideas, so if there is something 
you would like to do please do not 
hesitate to tell one of the lifestyle team 
members. 

bene news.
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Sarah & Jess

a note from
Sarah & Jess | Lifestyle Team

On the 7th of August we celebrate all the unsung heroes of our industry! It is the 
official day to thank, honour, recognise and celebrate everyone who works in the 
valuable aged care industry. If you would like to nominate a staff member for an act 
of kindness, for always going above and beyond visit our website.

www.benevolent.com.au

nominate an
aged care angel
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what’s happening
in July 2021

Beauty Trolley
Need a bit of ‘you-time’? Come and visit 
Jess at the Beauty Trolley to get your nails 
painted, receive a hand-massage or just to 
chat.

Every Mon & Tue

Bene Bike Rides & Sausage Sizzle
Have a ride on out Bene Bikes, enjoy 
a sausage on bread and catch up with 
family and friends at our Bene Bike 
Rides outing. 

Saturday 14th

Feed the Chickens
This is your chance to feed and 
interact with our feathered friends 
Stella, Priscilla and Chip.

Mon, Wed & Fri

Bene Olympic Games
Join us in Jim McRae to take part in 
the Bene Olympic Games. With an 
array of events to try your hand out, 
maybe you will win the gold medal?

Saturday 3rd
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building update
Hutchinson Builders have been hard at 
work demolishing our existing ground 
floor amenities and the carpark to make 
way for our first new building, brand new 
reception and coffee shop. They have also 
completed the new lift shaft and will work 
this month to cable the lift well. 

We are making progress:

• Services have all been relocated.
• Last three block walls have been 

demolished in ground floor 
refurbishment area. 

• Footings for the new building have 
been poured and new block wall 
erected for the lift shaft and stairwell. 

• Second lift shaft in existing building 
has been constructed and is currently 
being cabled by the site Electricians.

• New stormwater drains have been dug 
on West St.

This month the builders will be 
working on:

• Scaffolding will be going up around 
Building A, things will happen very 
quickly once scaffolding goes up.

• Lift shaft will be cabled (workmen may 
be on the roof installing cables). 

• Pouring concrete slab for new building 
(over the old carpark).

If you would like to get a good view of 
the building site, we recommend the Jean 
May Veranda!
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Last month’s article discussed the effect 
of physiological changes on nutrition 
in older adults. This month we will look 
at how pathological factors, such as 
chronic health conditions, medications 
and dentition can create challenges for 
older adults in meeting their nutrition 
requirements. 

Chronic health conditions (such 
as diabetes, hypertension and 
cardiovascular diseases) and requirement 
for dietary restrictions and medications 
can result in reduced food intake. The 
need to limit salt, fat and sugar in food 
due to potential dietary restrictions (for 
the management of a chronic health 
condition) can reduce food’s palatability 
and make eating less desirable. 
Many older adults have a long list of 
medications that must be taken daily, 
which can come with numerous side 
effects, including loss of appetite, nausea, 
constipation and taste changes. These 
side effects can result in reduced food 
intake and increase risk of weight loss 
and/or nutrient deficiencies.  

Furthermore, the texture of our food 
plays a significant role in the enjoyment, 
palatability and desire to eat. Poor 
dentition and swallowing difficulties 
can result in the need for a softened or 
texture modified diet. 

These diets can reduce the palatability 
and appeal of food, which may cause 
food fatigue and a reduced overall food 
intake despite having an otherwise 
healthy appetite. By considering the 
nutrition content of texture modified 
meals, which may require fortification 
under the guidance of a dietitian, we can 
be confident an individual is still meeting 
their nutrition requirements. 

It is important to be aware of how 
chronic health conditions, medications 
and dentition can impact on nutrition 
and food intake, being an important 
consideration in ensuring your loved one 
is well cared for to maintain their health, 
wellbeing and quality of life with aging. 

health 
bites 

with Dietitian: Rhiannon
Age Related Changes and Their 
Impact on Nutrition

August 2021.
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resident forum
Thank you all for attending the first 
ever Family and Friends Forum 
with us on Saturday the 31st. We 
appreciate your loved ones taking the 
time to discuss their experience here 
at Benevolent Living and how we can 
improve on our care and services. 

spanker and the camel
Composed by Coleen Skewes as her 
89th birthday story to share on the 
Blackall Facebook page. 

When James McKenzie had his general 
store in Blackall in the late 1800s, his 
sons, George and Peter, delivered the 
groceries by horse and cart. Spanker 
was their docile, reliable and much 
loved cart horse.

One day, George and Spanker were 
delivering groceries to Lilyvale, Orchard’s 
property, which was located a few miles 
from Blackall on the Barcaldine side of 
town.

George and Spanker were homeward 
bound, with George standing upright 
driving the cart, when Spanker spotted 
a circus camel! Spanker immediately 
broke into a flat gallop and George 

fell backwards into the tray of the 
cart. There George stayed as Spanker 
gathered pace and bolted for home. 
Spanker did not stop until he reached 
the shop and put himself in the safety 
of his own stable, where he was still 
shaking with terror.

George’s pride and confidence were 
probably dented and he sported a few 
bruises and a good story which has 
endured for more than a century.
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Purchased 5th June, 2021 from 
Thomo’s Betta Home Living. Used 
twice. RRP: $1099 

Selling for $950 (invoice/receipt 
included for warranty)

Delivery available. 

Contact Minette - 0408 420 519 

Meet Laticia, our new resident 
physiotherapist.

Laticia is originally from South Africa 
and has been in Rockhampton since 
February 2020. 

She has been a Physiotherapist for 8 
years. Laticia was a Biochemist for 2 
years before discovering her passion for 
helping others through Physiotherapy. 
Laticia particularly loves seeing the 
functional change experienced by 
residents through her work. She 
believes it is the most rewarding 
profession, making the impossible 
possible.

Outside of work she loves spending 
time with her family and seeing life 

through a toddler’s eyes. She loves reading and her talent is cooking. She is most 
proud that there have been no cases of food poisoning to report so far! 

Laticia is working at Benevolent full time and will focus on pain management and 
rehabilitation. She will now be coordinating Entirely Health Physio as well. She is 
based in the Jean May nurses office but will spend most of her time in the houses 
working with residents. 

for sale: electric lift out chair

new physiotherapist
August 2021.
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Answers on 
page 16

ACROSS
1.   Speaking
5.   Decided
9.  Glasshouses
11.  Imitate
12.  Insane, ... compos mentis
14.  In which place?
15.  Courtroom defence
16.  Fitness exercises
20.  DC electricity (6,7)
24.  Aunt & ...
26.  Castle water barriers
28.  Night bird
29.  Harbour work boat
30.  Handling poorly
32.  Belittle
33.  Spires

DOWN
1.  Immediately vital
2.   Wooden gold peg
3.   Repeat subscription
4.   Not a single person (2-3)
6.   Terrorist’s captive
7.   Guru
8.   Most in want
10.  More sugary
13.  Kinder
17.  Salaries
18.  Lead-in
19.  Adapted
21.  Skimmed (off) best part
22.  Put into bondage
23.  Straightens
25.  Tobacco roll
27.  Modify
31.  Unhealthy

bene news.



Aug 2021
week 1 week 1 activities

mon 02

9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
9:30 am – Movement Exercise Class – Mardy & Fleming
10:00 am – Smoothie Bar – Mardy & Fleming
10:00 am – Craft with Margaret – Bill Power
10:30 am – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 1
1:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 2
3:00 pm – Feeding & Interacting with the Chickens

tue 03
10:00 am – Bene Olympic Games – Jim McRae
10:00 am – Cards with Margaret and Mary – Fleming 
2:00 pm – Music and Afternoon Tea – Jack Fleming
2:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Level 1 & 2
3:00 pm – Individual Visits – Mardy

wed 04
10:00 am – Bingo – Jim McRae
10:00 am – Jigsaws with Margaret – Mardy
2:30 pm – Happy Hour – Facility
3:00 pm – Feeding and Interacting with the Chickens

thu 05
9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
10:00 am – Indoor Bowls – Jean May
2:00 pm – Reminiscing & Afternoon Tea – Bill Power
3:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Fleming

fri 06
9:00 am – Communion Room Visit
10:30 am – Bauhina Singers
2:30 pm – Feeding and Interacting with the Chickens
2:30 pm – Shopping Trolley – Facility

sat 07 sun 08

what’s on
1 - 8 Aug 21



what’s on
9 - 15 Aug 21

Aug 2021
week 2 week 2 activities

mon 
09

9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
9:30 am – Movement Exercise Class – Mardy & Fleming
10:00 am – Smoothie Bar – Mardy & Fleming
10:00 am – Craft with Margaret – Bill Power
10:30 am – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 1
1:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 2
3:00 pm – Feeding & Interacting with the Chickens

tue 10

10:00 am - Talking Circle – Jim McRae
10:00 am – Scrabble – Bill Power
10:00 am – Card Games with Margaret and Mary – Fleming
11:00 am – Talking Circle – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Board Games and Afternoon Tea – Jack Fleming
2:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Level 1 & 2
3:00 pm – Individual Visits – Mardy

wed 11
10:00 am – Bingo – Jim McRae
10:00 am – Jigsaws with Margaret – Mardy 
2:30 pm – Happy Hour – Facility
3:00 pm - Feeding and Interacting with the Chickens

thu 12
9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
10:00 am – Indoor Bowls – Jim McRae
2:00 pm – Reminiscing and Afternoon Tea – Bill Power
3:00 pm – Afternoon walks – Fleming

fri 13
9:00 am – Communion room visits
10:00 am – Armchair Travel to Egypt - Level 2 Dining Room
2:00 pm – Feeding and Interacting with the Chickens

sat 14 10:00 am - Bene Bike Ride 
and Sausage Sizzle sun 15



what’s on
16 - 22 Aug 21

Aug 2021
week 3 week 3 activities

mon 16

9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
9:30 am – Movement Exercise Class – Mardy & Fleming
10:00 am – Smoothie Bar – Mardy & Fleming
10:00 am – Craft with Margaret – Bill Power
10:30 am – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 1
1:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 2
3:00 pm – Feeding & Interacting with the Chickens

tue 17

10:00 am – Bene Bike Rides & Morning Tea
10:00 am – Cards with Margaret and Mary – Fleming
10:00 am – Scrabble – Bill Power
10:30 am – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Afternoon walks – Level 1 & 2 
3:00 pm – Individual Visits – Mardy

wed 18
10:00 am – Bingo – Jim McRae
10:00 am – Jigsaws with Margaret – Mardy
2:30 pm – Happy Hour – Facility
3:00 pm – Feeding and Interacting with the Chickens

thu 19
9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
10:00 am – Indoor Bowls – Jean May
10:30 am – 10 Pin Bowling – Mardy
2:00 pm – Cooking – Bill Power
3:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Fleming

fri 20
9:00 am – Communion Room Visit
9:30 am – Feeding and Interacting with the Chickens
10:00 am – Birthday Club
2:00 pm – Shopping Trolley – Facility

sat 21 sun 22



what’s on
23 - 29 Aug 21

Aug 2021
week 4 week 4 activities

mon 23

9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
10:00 am – Morning Melodies
10:00 am – Arts and Craft with Margaret – Bill Power
1:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 1 & 2
4:00 pm – Feeding & Interacting with the Chickens

tue 24
10:00 am - Greg Rea Concert – Jim McRae
10:00 am – Cards with Margaret and Mary – Fleming
2:00 pm – Music and Afternoon Tea – Fleming
2:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Level 1 & 2
3:00 pm – Arts and Craft – Mardy

wed 25
10:00 am – BINGO – Jim McRae
10:00 am – Jigsaws with Margaret – Mardy
2:30 pm – Social Happy Hour - Jim McRae Balcony
3:00 pm – Feeding and Interacting with the Chickens

thu 26
9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
10:00 am – Indoor Bowls – Jim McRae
10:30 am – 10 Pin Bowling – Mardy
2:00 pm – Trivia & Afternoon Tea – Bill Power
3:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Fleming

fri 27
9:00 am – Communion room visits
10:00 am – Daffodil Day Morning Tea – Jim McRae
2:30 pm – Bene Bike Rides

sat 28 sun 29



what’s on
30 -31 Aug 21

Aug 2021
week 5 week 5 activities

mon 30

9:15 am – Exercise with Margaret – Bill Power
9:30 am - Exercise Movement Class – Mardy
10:00 am – Smoothie Bar – Mardy 
10:00 am – Arts and Craft with Margaret – Bill Power
10:30am – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 1 
1:00 pm - Afternoon Walks – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Level 2
3:00 pm – Feeding & Interacting with the Chickens

tue 31

10:00 am – Exercise Group – Jean May
10:00 am – Cards with Margaret & Mary – Mardy
10:00 am – Scrabble – Bill Power
10:30am – Beauty Trolley with Jess – Bill Power
1:00 pm – Afternoon Walks – Bill Power
2:00 pm – Board Games and Afternoon Tea – Fleming
2:00 pm – Arts and Crafts – Mardy
2:00 pm – Afternoon Walks –Level 1 & 2

4 1 8 9 6

7 1

2 5 3 7

6 4 5 1

8 2 6

5 6 3 2

3 4 7

8 9 1

1 7

3 5 6

1 7

2 5 1 9

1 3 2 8

5 1 6 4

7 5 8 9 1

3

9 7 5

9 1 4 7



colour your world
bene news.

16



17

August 2021.

what’s been happening
at benevolent

Birthday Club
Happy Birthday to all of our residents born in July! We celebrated with a lovely 

morning tea overlooking Mt Archer and the city with family and friends.

Peter

Jim & Cheryl

Mavis Hetty

June
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July Bene Bike Rides
Last month we went and visited a historic landmark in town, St Aubin’s. Residents 
enjoyed morning tea in the beautiful gardens and even a ride around the Airport 

and Wandal on our Bene Bikes. Keep an eye out on the calendar for our next Bene 
Bike Ride! 

Marjorie & Pam Jean & Cheryl Peter & Ted
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NAIDOC Week

Site Tour

4-11 July marked NAIDOC week. We celebrated NAIDOC week with arts and crafts.

Last month we had a very exciting tour of the refurbishment work happening in our 
new reception. Pete starts his new job as Site Sweeper, August 1st, 6am sharp!

Hettie

Pete, Damian, Cheryl & Cathy

Cheryl, Damian & Casey

Trish



Karly’s Baby Shower
When we say we are one big family here at Benevolent, we mean it! Our residents 
in Jack Fleming and the Lifestyle team got together to plan a baby shower for one 
of our staff members, Karly, as she welcomes her first baby into the world. We iced 

cupcakes either blue or pink to guess the gender and decorated bibs for the baby. It 
was such a special day enjoyed by all. We can’t wait to meet little baby Crane! 

bene news.
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Karly

Karly

Jess & Eunice Norma & Karly



21

August 2021.

Cheryl  & Karly

Margaret

Brownwyn

Vera

June

Jim

Marjorie

Norma
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Meet Coleen, our resident Musician, Singer, 
Composer, Lyricist, Author and Artist. 

Coleen was born in Blackall on 7th March 
1932. Her family lived on a property called 
Mineeda, 10km from town. Her father was 
a sheep grazier. Her mother helped out 
on the property, all while raising Coleen 
and her four siblings, Jim, Nettie, Flora and 
Monica!

From a very young age, her mother was 
determined for Coleen to learn the piano. 
She would walk from one side of town 
to the other to attend music lessons at 
the local convent. Coleen received piano 
lessons for 13 years which set her up to be a 
fantastic pianist and performer. 

“Nettie, my older sister always made certain 
that I practiced.” 

She received her primary education through 
the Queensland Correspondence School. 
Nettie, who was very astute, taught Coleen 
and Monica. For her secondary schooling, 
Coleen attended All Hallow’s Catholic 
School in Brisbane as a boarder. She didn’t 
like boarding school but her musical talents 
were further developed. She played the 
organ for the All Hallow’s Choir.

“I hated school, I was a bit of a rebel. I wasn’t 
good at school but I was always good at 
music.” 

Coleen graduated from high school and 
moved back home to help on the property. 

She always continued her passion of playing 
piano. 

She met her future husband, Douglas, 
through her sister Flora. Three years later, 
Coleen and Dough married in 1953. Coleen 
the married Doug in 1953. Finally, their 
cousin, Heather, married Doug’s other 
brother Locke. Three McKenzie girls married 
three of the four Skewes boys! The four 
Skewes boys  had all moved to Blackall for 
work in the late 1940’s – a lucky move for 
the McKenzie girls! 

Doug and Coleen started off in Blackall, with 
a town carrying business and later owned 
a Caltex Fuel Depot. In 1963 they built the 
Caltex Central Star Service Station in Blackall 
which remained in their hands until Doug’s 
death in 1997. Coleen’s son, Colin, continued 
to run the business until Coleen’s retirement 
in 2001, when they sold the business. 

Coleen Skewes
resident spotlight

Coleen and Doug on their wedding day.



Coleen and Doug had four children, and 
now have six grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren.

Coleen was heavily involved in the goings 
on of a small town. As a gifted musician, 
she formed her own band, ‘The Unders and 
Overs’ and also played the piano at dances, 
balls, mass, parties and school concerts. 

“Doug bought me a piano and I would 
always be practicing. A lady I knew called 
me and asked if I would take on her son, 
who was a drummer and that is how the 
band formed.” 

Eventually they grew to a five-piece band 
and would practice at Coleen’s house. 

“We lived next to the local park. Locals 
would come sit on the railings outside the 
window to listen to us practice.” 

Coleen’s husband Doug was a long-term 
member of the Blackall Masonic Lodge and 
Coleen supported him throughout his long 
association with the lodge. Both Coleen 
and Doug were also involved in the Blackall 
Pony Club for many years. 

Coleen is of course a talented pianist, singer, 
composer, lyricist, writer and artist. Although 
she received piano lessons for 13 years 
which added an educated knowledge of 
music to her own style, she did not need 
sheet music as it was all in her head. Coleen 
played by ear and could play at parties for 
hours on end for singalongs – not a sheet 
of music in sight! Coleen’s style as a pianist 
demonstrates great sensitivity but most of 
all she could be described as an entertainer.

As well as playing piano and composing 
Coleen also loves to paint and write. 

“I always had a desire to paint. Blackall had 
an arts school every week, so I began to 
attend. We would have a supervisor of sorts 
who would instruct us on how to paint 
different works of art.”  

Coleen created many magnificent pieces 
of work, all of which family members now 
have. 

“My favourite piece is probably the one 
of a man droving which I gave to my 
granddaughter.” 

In 2017, Coleen won a story writing 
competition, with her story ‘Coxie’s Camp’. 
She wrote stories about her grandfather, an 
original settler in Blackall, Doctor Harbison. 
Her story was about the Doctor, Blackall, the 
Blackall Pony Club and many other topics 
which appealed to people of the bush. 
Coleen has sensitivity to her music, writing 
and singing and she has written many 
beautiful articles for people in Blackall.

Even with all of Coleen’s hobbies and 
talents she still had time to tend to her 
beautiful garden and shower her dog, 
Pollyanna, with love. Pollyanna still comes 
up to visit Coleen regularly with her 
daughter Allison. 

Coleen now lives here with us at Benevolent 
in Jim McRae. 

“I have lived a 
very exciting 
life filled with 
music and art 
and of course 
my beautiful 
family.” 
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Coleen’s favourite artwork, gifted to her granddaughter

Pollyanna
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Pam

Hettie, Sarah & Jean

June

Paul & Sarah


