
Music Appreciation for Morning Time 

Music Terminology  
Fourteen Lessons 

Helpful Tips 
Each piece of music in the following lessons illustrate a corresponding musical term. A brief, 

simple definition along with suggested listening focuses are provided to help start 

conversations about music.  

Enjoy each piece with your family. Encourage careful listening, and opinionated discussion.    

Books 
George Handel by Mike Venezia 

Johannes Brahms by Mike Venezia 

Ludwig Van Beethoven by Mike Venezia 

The Boy and the Spell by Maurice Ravel 

Strange Mr. Satie: Composer of the Absurd by M.T. Anderson 

Two Scarlet Songbirds: A Story of Anton Dvorak 

Franz Schubert by Carole Lexa Schaefer 

Frederic Chopin by Mike Venezia 

Claude Debussy by Pierre Babin  

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart by Mike Venezia 

In the Hall of the Mountain King by Allison Miller Flannery 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Music Appreciation for Morning Time 

Activity Related Picture 
Books

Melody: “Comfort Ye My People” by Georg Frederic Handel  

This is the tune of a song, usually the the voice part of a piece. In 
a piece of music with many voices, the melody is typically sung by 
the highest voice part, or soprano part.  

Play the piece for your family. Listen for the melody sung by the 
tenor in this recitative. You can also hear the accompaniment 
imitating the tune as well.

George Handel

Tempo: “Hungarian Dance No.5” by Johannes Brahms 

This is how fast a piece of music is played. The tempo is most 
often denoted either in beats per minute or using an Italian music 
term like, “andante” (a walking speed) at the beginning of a 
musical score. 

Play the piece for your family. Listen for the changing tempo 
when a new section (theme) begins. A few of the musical sections 
repeat.

Johannes Brahms

Theme: “Symphony No. 5, 1st Movement” by Ludwig van 
Beethoven 

This is a musical idea within a piece of music. A melody or musical 
piece is made up of more than one theme. Another name for 
theme is motif.  

Play the piece for your family. Listen for the opening theme in the 
piece (bum bum bum, BUM!) and its different forms. Sometimes it 
is played higher or lower, faster or slower, but the intervals 
between each note and the rhythm is the same so it is still 
considered the same theme.

Ludwig Van 
Beethoven

Instrumentation: Bolero by Maurice Ravel 

This is the group of instruments played in a particular piece of 
music. Different combinations of instruments have different 
ensemble names such as a jazz band, string quartet, or orchestra. 
Another name for Instrumentation is Orchestration. 

Play the piece for your family. Listen for the entrance of the 
different instrument families as the piece continues.

The Boy and the 
Spell
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https://youtu.be/2Pz9BCMFoP8
https://youtu.be/Nzo3atXtm54
https://youtu.be/B7pQytF2nak
https://youtu.be/LwLABSm0yYc
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Mood: “Gymnopédie No.1” by Erik Satie 

This the feeling a piece of music creates in the listener. The mood 
can be different for each person that hears the piece of music and 
change throughout the sections of a piece.  

Play the piece for your family. Ask your family how the music 
makes them feel and share your own feelings. There is no right or 
wrong answer.

Strange Mr. Satie: 
Composer of the 
Absurd

Texture: “Quando Corpus Morietur” by Antonín Dvořák 

This is the way all the parts of a piece mix together to make the 
total sound of the music. At the most basic level, a piece can 
sound full and thick with many moving parts, or open and thin 
with only a small number of instruments or voices.   

Play the piece for your family. Listen for thin texture at the start 
and how it grows fuller then alternates throughout the work.

Two Scarlet 
Songbirds: A Story 
of Anton Dvorak

Chord: “Der Doppelgänger” by Franz Schubert 

This is when three or more notes are being played at the same 
time to make harmony. Depending on the different intervals that 
make it up, a chord can be called major, minor, diminished, or 
augmented.  

Play the piece for your family. Listen for the changing piano 
chords that create the accompaniment of this lied (german for 
song). On the recording you can see how a chord looks written 
out with the notes grouped in stacks, one on top of the other.

Franz Schubert

Major Key: Radetzky March by Johann Strauss Sr. 

This is a group of notes or musical piece with a more happy 
sound. A specific group of eight notes is called a scale. Whether a 
portion of music is in a major or minor key is determined by the 
order of intervals between the notes of a scale. 

Play the piece for your family. Ask your family if the music sounds 
happy or sad to them. What does the music remind them of? 
Share your own thoughts.
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https://youtu.be/S-Xm7s9eGxU
https://youtu.be/eAKLcRjPdPY
https://youtu.be/dDuvJmY00cY
https://youtu.be/eab_eFtTKFs


Music Appreciation for Morning Time 

Minor Key: "Chopin nocturne in C# minor" by Frédéric François 
Chopin 

This is a group of notes or musical piece with a more sad sound. 
A key has a main starting and ending note called the tonic. Major 
and minor keys can share the same tonic, so there is both a C 
major key and a C minor key.  

Play the piece for your family. Ask your family if the music sounds 
happy or sad to them. What does the music remind them of? 
Share your own thoughts.

Frederic Chopin

Strophic: “Wiegenlied” by Johannes Brahms  

This is when a song reuses the same music for a new verse of 
words (text). Hymns and folk songs are the most common 
examples of strophic music.  

Play the piece for your family. Listen for the repeated music for 
the second verse starting with the text, “Guten abend, gute 
nacht.”

A capella: "O Taste And See" by Ralph Vaughan Williams 

This is when a song is sung with voices only or no instrumental 
accompaniment. The number of voices does not matter, it can be 
one or many. Early church music or chant is a prime example of a 
capella music. 

Play the piece for your family. Listen for the solo voice parts and 
how the other voices fill the position of the missing instrumental 
accompaniment at their entrance.

Legato: “Clair de Lune” by  Claude Debussy 

This is the Italian word meaning tied together. Legato music has a 
connected or smooth sound.  

Play the piece for your family. Listen for the way each note leads 
to the next with very little pause between one another.

Claude Debussy

Staccato: “Alla Turca” by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

This is the Italian word meaning detached. Staccato music has a 
jumpy, short sound. 

Play the piece for your family. Listen for the jittery staccato notes 
of the piece with their quick pauses between each other.

Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart
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https://youtu.be/wnJzXgoMwVM
https://youtu.be/G5N22354GBg
https://youtu.be/heiiATCrwVQ
https://youtu.be/SKd0VII-l3A
https://youtu.be/C4YB0-xji7k
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Accelerando: “In the Hall of the Mountain King” by Edvard Grieg 

Accelerando - This is the Italian word meaning to hurry. When 
“accelerando” is written in a passage of music, it means to get 
faster and faster or to accelerate.  

Play the piece for your family. Listen for the increased tempo 
(speed) of the music as it gets quicker and quicker.

In the Hall of the 
Mountain King
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https://youtu.be/pPLXNmKvLBQ
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