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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 29th July, 2015, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace, L McKendrick and D Robb 

and County Councillor D Bell 
 
30. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
An apology for absence was received from County Councillor A Bonner. 
 
31. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest of requests for dispensations.  
 
32. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 Following the recent death of Councillor Robin Todd, who had been elected as Vice Chair of 
the County Council at the annual meeting in May, Councillor Eddie Bell had now been elected 
Vice Chair of the Council.  

 The Council continued to focus on its Medium Term Financial Plan and to make savings 
where necessary due to continuing cuts to the funding it received from central Government. 

 The future of County Hall was being considered with a view to relocating some staff to the city 
centre and others to Council offices around the County.  This would release a prime site for 
redevelopment as employment land.  

 Works to repair Millburngate Bridge had commenced and would be ongoing throughout the 
summer.  Work on the south side of the bridge had been completed and work would move 
onto the north lane and footpath. 

 A number of parks and cemeteries across the County had been awarded Green Flag status 
for 2015. The 14 open spaces receiving awards gave the Council the highest number held by 
any local authority in the country.  

 Two scrap metal dealers who had been operating had been banned from carrying out their 
business in County Durham.  

 The County Council’s Chief Executive had announced his retirement in January 2016.  The 
role was being advertised internally with a view to appointing a candidate in October.  The 
salary for the post had been reviewed and reduced to £185,000 per year.   

 
Items brought to County Councillors’ attention included: 

 Items of litter/flytipping remained behind the shops in Western Avenue.   
 

Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
33. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th June, 2015, were confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
34. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 21 - Councillor Bell advised that the leaking sewer in Willow Road had been  
  reported to Northumbrian Water and the issue of the road surface in Rose 
  Court to the County Council’s Highways Inspector.  
Minute 26(a) - The Clerk reported that the County Council had advised that the streetlighting 
  removal proposed for the B6302 had been agreed.  In relation to the condition 
  of the footpath, although the assessor considered it to be in an adequate 
  condition, the Council would undertake some remedial repairs at the same 
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  time as introducing the mitigation measures to allow the street lights to be 
  removed.  
Minute 28 - The Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s Committee had agreed to divide 
  the contributions towards the cost of flytipping cameras based on electorate 
  band.  The Council’s contribution would therefore be £256.00.  Responses 
  were awaited from a number of parish councils and further updates would be 
  given in due course.  
 
  
35. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £193.85 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for July. 
(ii) £48.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for July.  
(iii) £1,800.00 to Artis Consulting in respect of quantity surveying services. 
(iv) £35.00 to the Information Commissioner’s Office in respect of data protection 

registration. 
(v) £194.05 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for August. 
(vi) £48.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for August.   

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

  
(i) 24th Jun 2015 £ 194.05 Clerk’s wages    No. 782 
(ii) 24th Jun 2015 £ 48.40 HMRC     No. 783 
(iii) 24th Jun 2015 £ 323.00 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 784 
(iv) 24th Jun 2015 £ 1,800.00 Artis Consulting    No. 785 
(v) 24th Jun 2015 £ 195.00 TRACC (inc duplicate of no. 756) No. 786 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £25,580.15 
Barclays  £5,316.23 
Barclays (Savings) £22,095.24 
Unity Trust  £2,830.09 

 
36. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 CDALC - Request for motions for the annual meeting. 
Resolved: That no motions be proposed.  

 
37. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 P Manning Draw Well House 
Cornsay 

Removal of garden shed and erection of 
replacement garden shed and greenhouse  
 

 Resolved: That no objections be raised.  
 
38. DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL  - AREA BUDGET APPLICATION 
 
The terms and conditions in respect of the £15,000.00 area budget funding for the new community 
centre had been received from Durham County Council.  These required signing and returning in 
order to access the funding. 
 
Resolved: That the terms and conditions be accepted. 
 
39. BUSINESS DURING AUGUST 
 
The Clerk requested the Council to consider arrangements for any business arising during August.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the Council be in recess during August.  
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(ii) That the Chair and Clerk be delegated to deal with any urgent items, except in the event that the 
business required the Council’s attention in which case a special meeting be arranged.  
 
40. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE – TENDERS FOR WORKS (Minute 29 refers) 
 
Tenders for the works to rebuild the community centre had been issued to 7 companies.  All 7 had 
been returned and opened on 7th July, 2015, in the presence of Councillors B Armstrong, Makepeace 
and FS Duggan together with the Proper Officer of the Council.  
 
The tenders had been reviewed by the Quantity Surveyor, with the lowest three being subject to 
more detailed examination.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 

The Chair had agreed to accept the following item of business as a matter of urgency 
due to the time factor involved.  

 
41. DRAW WELL, CORNSAY 
 
Cornsay Village Residents Association had been working with the Mid Durham AAP on repairing and 
restoring the Draw Well.  
 
Advice had been sought from the Conservation Officer at Durham County Council who had indicated 
that she would be pleased to meet with the Council to identify a way forward.  
 
In the meantime, local residents were concerned about the current condition of the Draw Well.  
 
Discussion took place in relation to the ownership of the Draw Well which required further 
clarification.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the Conservation Officer be invited to attend the September meeting.  
 
(ii) That the Conservation Officer be contacted in relation to the current condition of the Draw Well.  
 
42. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
Resolved: That in view of the confidential nature of the following item of business, and in accordance 
with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be 
temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting. 
 
43. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE – TENDERS FOR WORKS 
 
The Clerk reported on the details of the tenders returned in respect of construction works for the new 
community centre.  
 
The tenders were currently with the Quantity Surveyor for assessment and a recommendation would 
be made to the Council as required.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
44. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE – FUNDING  
 
The Stage 3 application to the Big Lottery Reaching Community Buildings fund had been assessed 
by the Panel in mid-July and a public announcement would be made on 11th August, 2015, of the 
successful bids.  
 
In the meantime, the Council had received the standard terms and conditions to which it would be 
necessary to agree for Lottery funding. These had been reviewed by the Clerk and were discussed.  
 
If necessary, the Clerk would be required as Proper Officer of the Council to sign the terms and 
conditions on the Council’s behalf.  
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Resolved: (i) That the terms and conditions be accepted and signed on behalf of the Council as 
appropriate.   
 
(ii) That, if necessary, a special meeting of the Council be arranged for early September to consider 
any necessary arrangements following the announcement on 14th August, 2015. . 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.50 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 
 
 
 


