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Chairman’s report 
On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to welcome everyone to the December newsletter and to 
encourage you all to read it before you recycle it.  

The Parish Council has had another busy and interesting year, firstly like all of us, we moved away 
from “Working from Home’ and Parish Council ‘Zoom’ meetings to meeting in public in the village 
hall.  Like everyone else the first one or two were tinged with both excitement of seeing people in 
person to anxiety that we were outside our protected ‘bubble’ but it’s nice to be back to meeting 
people again and secondly came the large-scale planning applications to review.

The ENVAR application took a lot of resources, and I would like to personally thank my councillors 
for their dedication and time put into the parishes response.  Cambridgeshire County Council are 
waiting for further supporting documents from ENVAR before their officers make their 
recommendation, which is unlikely to be in 2021.  On a positive note, the 20 new homes at Meridian 
Close have bought new people to the village, and the new footpath joining Meridian Wood with 
Nobles Lane, makes a lovely walk.

The Parish Council has had a few changes since our last newsletter.  Rob Gore & Andrew Mendy have 
stepped down.  Rob was very much an active councillor involved in many of the planning tussles we 
have had over the years, for which we thank him and his passion.  We wish both Rob and Andrew well.  
At the same time Jayne Smith has returned and we welcome Helena Schofield to the team.  

If you get the opportunity, please do join myself and my fellow councillors at the Christmas Lights 
Switch on Saturday 4th December from 4pm at the Barograph for Carols, mulled wine and mince 
pies.  It’s a great way to start Christmas festivities and all are welcome.  Thanks to the Feoffees for 
providing the tree and lights for another year.

Finally, I would like to thank you for your support and wish 
you a very healthy and happy Christmas.  I hope to see you 
at an event soon.  Mark Berg - Chairman
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Thank you to all the stall holders and those that recently 
attended our Christmas fair in the village hall, it was our 
first one for two years and was a really successful event.

The village Christmas Advent Windows is fast 
approaching, details of who is taking part are listed here. 
Please take time to visit those windows and thank you to 
all those who have taken part.   

Merry Christmas everyone.  

Tracey Hope - Clerk

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
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BLUNTISHAM VILLAGE HALL
Bluntisham Village Hall is fully operational again and we 
are happily taking bookings for all your different 
functions again. 

Community events are being booked in again and we 
had a very successful Craft Fair on 13th November.  
Thank you to all those skilled stall holders and to all of 
you who supported the event.

The events booked so far for 2022 include:

29th January 2022 - Melodybeats 

25th March 2022 - Basin Street Brawlers 

28th - 30th April 2022 - BaCStage 

5th June 2022 - Big Jubilee Lunch -Picnic/BBQ 

17 & 18th June 2022 - Bluntisham Beer Festival 

All events are promoted on our dedicated Facebook 
page and on the village notice boards.  If you haven’t 
already, like our page for regular updates:  

https://www.facebook.com/Bluntisham-Village-
Hall-102621815210884

Don’t forget the village hall can be hired for other events 
and can be dressed to make it extra special.  Saturday 
afternoon rates for children’s birthday parties are also 
available making it an affordable option.

Please note that verbal or physical abuse to our staff will 
not be tolerated and will be reported to the police.

The hall is licensed and can easily accommodate a 
function for 100 people and has ample free parking in 
the newly refurbished car park.  A big thank you to the 
A14 Legacy Project fund it didn’t cost the parish 
anything.

For more details and to view the village hall brochure 
visit the website:  www.bluntishamparishcouncil.org
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Regular activities 
at Bluntisham 
Village Hall: 

• Ballroom Dancing

• Badminton

• Fitness Pilates

• HIIT (High Impact 
Interval Training)

• French lessons (term time 
only)

• All Stars - children’s dance 
& acrobatics

• Tennis 4 Tots

Are you working from 
home and struggling 
for office space…?
Then why not hire one of our 
office rooms in the village hall.  
These are available at very 
reasonable rates on a daily or 
weekly basis.  Wifi included with 
the hire rate.  Contact the clerk 
for more details and to check 
availability.  
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Parish Councillors contact details
Mr Mark Berg (Chairman) - 07799 435689

Mr Gary James (Vice Chairman) - 01487 841895

Mr Frank Hudson - 01487 741290

Mrs Philippa Hope - 07795 374382

Mrs Cynthia Curtis - 01487 841246

Mrs Mary Groombridge - 01487 841745

Mr Martin Crowhurst - 01487 842646

Mrs Jayne Smith - 07721 009900

Mr David Glover - 01487 740024

Ms Helena Schofield - 07832 202986

We still have one vacancy remaining to become a parish councillor, so if you live in the village and are 
interested in getting involved then why not join a welcoming team and get stuck in.  You can do as 
much or as little as you are able to.

Who does what…..
Local Ownership  - We thought that it might prove useful to provide you with a quick guide to what 
the Parish Council are responsible for within the village and if it’s not the Parish Council then who is 
and where to contact them. We hope that it helps, but please contact us if you need any advice on 
who to contact and we will be happy to help. 

Grass Cutting – A mixture of the HDC and the Parish Council, if you contact the clerk if you have a 
question about who cuts what, our groundsman is Walter Smith and he looks after the PC areas, 
please give him a wave when you see him. 

Weed Spraying – HDC are responsible for weed spraying, they spray kerbs and the public footpaths 
around the village. This doesn’t happen on a regular basis as we are on the annual rota, again if you 
have any questions please contact the clerk. 

Hedge Cutting – Again a mixture of HDC and the Parish Council. We look after most of the hedges 
in the village and have a contract in place with HDC to cut the hedges on our behalf. Please note that 
no hedges are cut in the bird nesting season that runs from the end of March to August, however if 
they are using a flail then they can only start at the beginning of September. If you have a hedge on 
your property that adjoins a pavement or footpath you are responsible for keeping the access to the 
path clear. 

Parking - The Parish Council have NO jurisdiction over parking and we would always suggest that 
the best approach would be to talk politely to the car owner and failing that contact the Police on the 
non-emergency number 101. 
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District & County Councillors contact details
Cllr Steve Criswell - 01487 740745

Cllr Jon Neish - 01480 466110

Cllr Lewis Besley - 01480 300658
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Dog Fouling – Much as we would like to, we are not able to take enforcement action, this is down to 
the Dog Warden team at HDC who can be contacted on 01480 388302 during office hours. This team 
can also help with other dog related issues. The Parish Council will continue to work with the Dog 
Warden and continue to look at ways to improve the problem caused by owners failing to clean up 
after their dogs. The clerk routinely picks up and uses spray paint to identify the mess in an attempt 
to improve the situation.  Helena Schofield has created a map showing the bins in the village which 
can be used for all dog mess.  Follow the link: tinyurl.com/BluntishamDogPoo

Litter Bins - There are over 25 litter bins in the village and the emptying of most of them, the Parish 
Council are responsible for. If any of the village bins are over flowing then please let the clerk know. 
Just a little reminder that we are not able to sort the litter in the bin, so if you have anything 
recyclable then please take it home and use your blue bin. 

Trees - The Parish Council and HDC share responsibility for trees and it’s not very easy to identify 
who is responsible for what tree. If you have a question about a specific tree on a piece of publicly 
owned land then please contact the clerk. Trees in neighbouring gardens or private land are not the 
responsibility of the Parish Council and we are not able to provide mitigation on any such issues. 

Footpaths - These are the responsibility of Cambridgeshire County Council Highways department. 
The Parish Council carry out an annual inspection with a Highways Officer, so please let the clerk 
know if you have any issues that need to be included in the inspection. 

Bus Shelters – The parish council keep the shelters clean and empty the bins, and with the help of 
Ed Cameron keep the timetables updated. Again if you wish to report a problem with a shelter (not 
the lateness of the buses!) then please contact the clerk. 

Village Hall and Recreation Grounds - All of this area is the responsibility of the parish council, 
the pitch maintenance, the orchard, the outdoor gym and the play park, if you would like to hire the 
village hall then please see the details in this newsletter. The cricket nets are the exception, so if you 
find your football, dog, kite or relative locked in there you will need to contact the cricket club.

Flooding  - some useful contact details in this flowchart below. 
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PECT’s CHESS Service is helping residents to keep warm and safe.
With lockdown and the cold spring, now more than ever, we are spending more time in our homes 
which means we might see a significant increase in our energy bills. This can be a cause of worry, 
especially if we don’t have enough money to cover the costs.

Cambridgeshire Home Energy Support Service (CHESS), a service provided by environmental charity 
PECT and Cambridgeshire ACRE, is supporting vulnerable residents in Northern Cambridgeshire 
with free energy advice and support.

The free service can offer you a wide range of support, from providing top-up fuel vouchers and debt 
relief of up to £500, to providing small home improvements and accessing additional support such as 
grants. 

CHESS has recently helped support an individual who is a full-time career for her son and was 
struggling financially with electricity bills and her oil central heating.

Karen Igho, Health and Wellbeing Lead at PECT, said:

“When she was referred onto us, she hadn’t had any oil for two weeks and had been relying on electric 
heaters which were costing a lot of money on her prepayment meter.

“In response to this, a tank of oil was ordered the same day of the call and was delivered a few days 
later. We also applied for a Stay Well Grant on her behalf. This was approved a week later, and we were 
able to top-up the electricity prepayment meter which will last for a significant amount of time.”

“We have also provided several energy-saving items, including energy-saving light bulbs, a draught 
excluder and draught tape”

This has had a significant impact on the comfort and quality 
of life, the full-time career said: 

“If I hadn’t been referred, I would never have known the 
help was out there. We have been in difficult circumstances 
and this has made such a huge difference for me mentally in 
the past few weeks. My son is also happier now that we can 
have the heating on.”  

If you would like to find out more about the service and 
discuss your situation, you can freephone on 0800 8021773, 
email warmhomes@pect.org.uk or visit www.pect.org.uk/
WarmHomes. To receive support, you must meet eligibility 
criteria. 

To make this service possible, Warm Homes has been 
funded by the Energy Industry Voluntary Redress Scheme, 
please visit www.energyredress.org.uk for more details.
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SWAVESEY VILLAGE COLLEGE  
ADULT EDUCATION 
 

Please see our website for all information about our 
Adult Education courses for Dec 2021/Jan 2022 
www.swaveseyvc.co.uk/community-education 
 
Any enquiries please call 01954 234488 
Email: community@swaveseyvc.co.uk 
 
 

                  

RE-LIVE
MUSIC’S TWO 

BEST DECADES

MORE THAN TWO 
HOURS OF 

GREAT MUSIC

FOUR SEASONED 
MUSICIANS

NOSTALGIA &
MEMORIES

COSTUME
CHANGES

BACKGROUND 
MUSIC

ANECDOTES
AND FUNNY

STORIES

The MB’s 
50s & 60s Tribute Show
Saturday 29 January 2022
Bluntisham Village Hall • Mill Lane • PE28 3LR
Doors/Bar Open: 8pm

Tickets: £5 Available from the clerk
bluntishamclerk@gmail.com or 07725 308115
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Somersham Fast Fit  

 
Fast fitting of Tyres, 
batteries and exhausts  

Large stocks and unbeatable prices!               

Opening hours Mon-Fri 8amto 5.30pm and Sat 8am –12noon  

Tyres / Puncture repairs  Wheel balancing  Tracking  Mobile fitting  

Cars, vans and trucks  Agricultural tyres  Batteries  Exhausts  

Tel: 01487 741000  Email: somershamfastfit@gmail.com  

Cole and Day  

  

Your local garage since 1991   

While - u - wait MOT ’ s    

by appointment   
Workshop opening  

hours   

Mon - Fri    
8 am - pm 5.00   

Sat 8am - 12 noon   

  
Motoring accessories  

available in the    
Forecourt shop.   

  
Opening hours   

Mon - Fri    
am to 6.00pm 6.30   

Sat 8am to 5pm   

Sun 9am to 12.30pm   

Sales, servicing, MOT ’ s, air conditioning and repairs to all makes of vehicle, including light commercials.   
Free loan cars (when available), Collection and delivery service.   

Bridge End Garage, High Street, Somersham, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE28 3JA   

Tel 01487 840203 (Forecourt)   01487 741000 ( Workshop )     Email: coleandday@gmail.com   

Cole and Day  
  

mailto:bluntishamclerk@gmail.com
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  Bluntisham Blasters FC
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Our Priority Services 
Register can help 
lots of people with 
di!erent needs. By 
signing up we can:

Let you know about 
upcoming work

We can call or text 
you to let you know 

planned work in 
advance.

Help you nominate 
someone to manage 

your account
This means they will 

be able to speak  
directly to us.

Send bills  
in di!erent 

formats
We can send bills 

in braille, large  
print and audio.

Help if  
your water 

goes o!
We may be able to  

deliver bottled water 
if you need it.

Help protect  
you against  

bogus callers
You can add a  

password to your 
account.

Communicate in 
di!erent languages
We can communicate 

in your preferred 
language,  

including BSL.

Find out more
anglianwater.co.uk/priority
0800 232 1951
anglianwater.co.uk/bsl

Scan 
here

Advertising space is always 
available in the village 
newsletter.  Very reasonable 
rates for half or full page 
adverts.  Contact the clerk 
for more details and 
deadline dates for the next 
newsletter. 

CPR & Defibrillator Training 
 
Saturday 15th January 
 
Bluntisham Village Hall, Mill Lane, Bluntisham 
 
3 – 4pm 
 
Available free of charge to all aged 8+ 
 
Booking essential.  Email or call to book places to: 
bluntishamclerk@gmail.com or 07725 308115 
 

 
 

 
 

Bluntisham Blasters FC (juniors) has a vacancy for a 
Child Welfare Officer.  We are committed to 
providing a fun, safe football environment and this 
role is central to safeguarding our young players.  
Minimum age 18 and all training will be given.  We 
are also in need of referees for Saturday match 
days.  No qualifications are required, just a 
knowledge of mini soccer rules and/or 9 v 9 rules 
and/or Colts rules.  Minimum age 14 for mini 
soccer, 18 for the older age groups.  We are able to 
offer a small payment, ranging from £15 to £25 per 
match, depending on age group.  For more details, 
please contact info@bluntishamblastersfc.co.uk”

mailto:info@bluntishamblastersfc.co.uk
mailto:bluntishamclerk@gmail.com
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Household waste and recycling collection arrangements for Christmas and New Year 
2021-22

Residents can also view their waste collection days via the website: 
www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins 

Sunday Worship 10:30 
Includes Sunday School, Youth Activities and Creche 

Morning services are down-to-earth, relevant for daily life and friendly to people of all ages, 
including families, and are open to everyone 

Due to building work in the main church, our Sunday Services are being held in the adjacent 
Church Hall, but you can also join us live on Facebook or via our website 

Construction on the Next Steps building project is progressing well and we are thrilled that the 
Sunday school is now using the new rear rooms. We expect full completion by early in the new 
year. There are loads of pictures and monthly updates on our church website.  Watch out for 
details of the Grand Opening events in 2022. 

Please see our website for details of our Christmas Services 
www.bluntishambaptist.org 
Minister : Tim Williamson - 01487 840623, tim@bluntishambaptist.org 
Office : Michelle Gore – 01487 843538, michelle.gore@bluntishambaptist.org 

Normal Collection Day Changed to
Monday 20 December Saturday 18 December
Tuesday 21 December Monday 20 December
Wednesday 22 December Tuesday 21 December
Thursday 23 December Wednesday 22 December
Friday 24 December Thursday 23 December
Monday 27 December Friday 24 December
Tuesday 28 December Wednesday 29 December
Wednesday 29 December Thursday 30 December
Thursday 30 December Friday 31 December
Friday 31 December Tuesday 4 January 22
Monday 3 January 22 Wednesday 5 January 22
Tuesday 4 January 22 Thursday 6 January 22
Wednesday 5 January 22 Friday 7 January 22
Thursday 6 January 22 Saturday 8 January 22
Friday 7 January 22 Monday 10 January 22
Monday 10 January 22 Tuesday 11 January 22
Tuesday 11 January 22 Wednesday 12 January 22
Wednesday 12 January 22 Thursday 13 January 22
Thursday 13 January 22 Friday 14 January 22
Friday 14 January 22 Saturday 15 January 22
W/C 17th January 22 normal service resumes

Clerk contact details:  bluntishamclerk@gmail.com 11

mailto:bluntishamclerk@gmail.com
http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins


Bluntisham Parish Council December 2021

Bluntisham 100 Club
The 100 Club was established to raise funds for village projects and groups. The draw is made each 
month at the end of each Parish Council meeting and the cheques are signed there and then. The 
regular monthly draw prizes are £50, £20 & £10, and each quarter there is a draw for £200, £50 & 
£30. The entry costs £3 per month payable via direct debit or £36 a year.  If you are not currently a 
member then please contact the 100 Club by emailing blunti100club@gmail.com and request a 
membership form or call 07895 476682 for an application form. 

The fund accrues money throughout the year, and we invite any groups or individuals to apply for a 
grant.  The process is straightforward, a simple email to blunti100club@gmail.com with details of 
the project and an idea of what funds are needed will be enough to start the dialog. The 100 Club is 
separate to the Parish Council, but we work together with the PC to ensure that any projects on 
Parish land or public spaces all meet the required permissions and standards. 

We have given grants to the school, the heritage project, funded the Daffodil planting project, kids 
summer activities, provided community equipment for events and commemorative bench’s. We are 
always looking to help with new projects. The main criteria that all applications must meet is that 
there will be a tangible benefit to the people of Bluntisham in one way or another.  Please get in 
touch if you would like to apply or if you have any suggestions and the committee will consider them 
all. 

Cynthia, Harry & Philippa 

Heritage Project 
The Heritage project continues to grow and throughout lock down we were able to add new material 
to the site. We are in the process of completing and adding a series of articles on covering the 
discovery of the School records from the old Village day school dating back to the 1860’s, an updated 
history of Colne Road, the story of Mr Pittoors and his family, the contribution made by the Home 
Guard and hopefully in 2022 access to the Tebbutt family archive. 

However we need some help, we are looking to look further into the history of fen skating in the 
village and would love to hear from anyone with any photo’s, videos or stories of the skating on Bury 
fen over the years. This is the home of Ice Hockey (sort of) after all.  If you have any information 
that you would like to share please contact info@bhp-pc.org.uk or via the website at www.bhp-pc.org 
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