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DLM® Anchor-Read-Apply Reading Task Supports 

Grade 3 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

3 

EE.RL.3.1 Answer who 

and what questions to 

demonstrate 

understanding of details 

in a text. 

Think about the <event> from last 

week. Who <specific action>? 

Consider making a list of events 

and a list of students in the class. 

Work with students to match names 

with events.  

Read to remember who <specific 

character action> in this story. 

For example:  

Read to remember who won the game 

in this story. 

Read to remember who walked the dog. 

Read to remember who went to school. 

Provide a list of the characters in the 

text. After reading, ask students, "Who 

<action> in this story?" 

3 

EE.RL.3.1 Answer who 

and what questions to 

demonstrate 

understanding of details 

in a text. 

Work with students to make a list of 

things that make them feel <insert 

character feeling>.  

Read to remember who feels <character 

feeling> in this story. 

For example: 

Read to remember who feels happy in 

this story. 

Read to remember who feels angry in 

this story.  

Read to remember who feels lonely in 

this story.  

Provide a list of the characters in the 

text. After reading, ask students, "Who 

feels <specific character feeling> in 

this story?" 

3 

EE.RL.3.1 Answer who 

and what questions to 

demonstrate 

understanding of details 

in a text. 

Make a list of student names and a 

second list of things they do. Work 

with students to match names with 

actions.  

Read to remember what <character 

name> <past tense verb>. 

For example: 

Read to remember what Robert wanted 

to do.  

Read to remember what the mouse ate.  

Read to remember what the girl put in 

her bag.  

If students do not have the 

communication skills to tell you what 

the character did, provide a list of 

actions from the story and ask the 

students to identify which were the 

things the character did. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

3 

EE.RL.3.2 Associate 

details with events in 

stories from diverse 

cultures. 

Make a list of the things your 

students do at school and a list of 

the places where they do those 

things. Work with students to match 

the places and activities. For 

example, places might include the 

cafeteria, gymnasium, and media 

center. Actions might include eating 

lunch, checking out a book, and 

riding on scooters.  

 Read in order to identify the place 

where <specific story event> happened. 

Note: Depending on the level of the 

students in your class, you can focus on 

a single event in a single place or 

present them with a list of two or more 

events and ask them to remember the 

places where the events happened.  

Provide a list of the settings in the 

story. Work with students to identify 

the place where <specific story event 

happened>.  

3 

EE.RL.3.2 Associate 

details with events in 

stories from diverse 

cultures. 

Make a list of events you know 

make your students feel happy, sad, 

scared, etc. Then make a list of the 

associated feelings. Work with 

students to match the events with 

the way the event makes them feel.  

Example events include: 

(1) getting a present

(2) making a new friend

(3) singing a favorite song

(4) standing for too long

Read to identify how the <specific story 

event> made <character> feel. 

Provide a list of feelings. Work with 

students to identify how <character> 

felt when <specific story event>. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

3 

EE.RL.3.3 Identify the 

feelings of characters in 

a story. 

Work with students to make a list of 

words that tell how people feel.  

Read to identify the feelings from our 

list (see anchor activity) that describe 

how <character name> feels. 

Work with students to identify the 

word(s) from the list created during the 

anchor activity that tell how <character 

name> feels. 

3 

EE.RL.3.5 Determine 

the beginning, middle, 

and end of a familiar 

story with a logical 

order. 

Identify the things that happen at 

the beginning of the school day 

(using the schedule as needed). 

Identify what happens in the beginning 

of the story (from a list of three story 

events). 

Provide a list of three or more story 

events. Read them and ask students to 

determine which of the events happened 

at the beginning of the story. Note: If 

you ask students what happened first, 

make the association between first and 

beginning. 

3 

EE.RL.3.5 Determine 

the beginning, middle, 

and end of a familiar 

story with a logical 

order. 

Identify the things that happen at 

the end of the day (providing 

response options as needed).  

Identify what happens at the end of the 

story (from a list of three story events). 

Provide a list of three or more story 

events. Read them and ask students to 

tell you what happened at the end of the 

story. Note: If you ask students what 

happened last, make the association 

between last and end. 

3 

EE.RL.3.5 Determine 

the beginning, middle, 

and end of a familiar 

story with a logical 

order. 

Identify the things that happen at 

the beginning, middle, or end of the 

school day (using the schedule as 

needed).  

Identify what happens in the 

beginning, middle, or end of the story 

(from a list of three or more story 

events). 

Provide a list of the three or more story 

events. Read them and ask students to 

tell you what happened at the beginning 

of the story. Repeat asking them to 

identify what happens in the middle, 

and one more time to identify what 
happens at the end of the story. Note: If 

you use the words first, next, and last, 

be sure to associate those words with 

beginning, middle, and end, 

respectively. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

3 

EE.RI.3.1 Answer who 

and what questions to 

demonstrate 

understanding of details 

in a text. 

Work with students to think about 

the people they know and the things 

they do. Make one column where 

you list who the people are. In the 

second column, list what they do.  

Read to remember who this article is 

about and what that person did. 

Ask students, "Who was this about?" 

Then ask, "What did <person's name> 

do?" If students do not have the 

communication skills to list names and 

actions, provide a list of people and 

actions from this text and from other 

texts that have been read recently. 

Using the lists, work with students to 

identify "Who was this about?" and 

"What did <person's name> do?" 

3 

EE.RI.3.1 Answer who 

and what questions to 

demonstrate 

understanding of details 

in a text. 

Make a list of who and what 

questions about students and other 

people in the school. Before 

reading, work with students to 

answer the questions. Provide three 

or more answer options as needed. 

Read to answer these who and what 

questions about the text. [Make a list 

of questions to read to the students 

before reading the text.] Avoid 

answering the questions as the answers 

appear in the text. Instead, read the 

entire text before answering the 

questions.  

Read each of the questions and work 

with students to answer them. Prepare 

multiple-choice responses if required. 

After answering, go back to the text to 

check.  

3 

EE.RI.3.2 Identify 

details in a text. 

Use a photograph of a familiar 

place or event and ask students to 

tell you two things they see in the 

picture.  

Read to remember two things the 

author tells us about <topic of the 

text>.  

Students recall two things. 

Alternatively, provide a list of details 

that did and did not appear in the story. 

Read each detail and ask students to 

indicate yes or no if the detail was in the 

story. 

3 

EE.RI.3.3 Order two 

events from a text as 

"first" and "next". 

Using familiar activities, give 

students two options at a time and 

have them identify which one is 

"first" then "next." Make sure the 

order is clearly defined (e.g., 

breakfast or lunch; Monday or 

Tuesday; tadpoles or frogs; seed or 

corn). 

Read to decide which of these two 

(read prepared events) is "first" then 

"next." 

Provide a list of two or more events that 

happened in the story. Read the events 

and ask students to indicate which 

comes first and which comes next. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

3 

EE.RL.3.4 Determine 

words and phrases that 

complete literal 

sentences in a text. 

Write sentences about students in 

the class deleting the names or other 

important words or phrases. For 

example, "<name of person> knows 

a lot about the solar system," and 

"Sam likes to drink <name of 

drink>." Work with students to 

complete the sentences. 

Read to determine which words 

complete these sentences from the 

book. [Write sentences from the book 

with important words or phrases 

missing, and provide a bank of words 

and phrases from the book that will be 

used to complete them. Read the 

sentences before reading the text.] 

Read each of the prepared sentences 

one at a time. After reading each 

sentence, read the words in the list and 

ask students to indicate which word 

completes each sentence. 

3 

EE.RI.3.4 Determine 

words and phrases that 

complete literal 

sentences in a text. 

Write sentences about students in 

the class, deleting the names or 

other important words or phrases. 

For example, "<name of person> 

knows a lot about the solar system," 

and, "Sam likes to drink <name of 

drink>." Work with students to 

complete the sentences. 

Read to determine which words 

complete these sentences from the 

book [Write sentences from the book 

with important words or phrases 

missing, and provide a bank of words 

and phrases from the book that will be 

used to complete them. Read the 

sentences before reading the text.] 

Students choose the words and phrases 

that complete each sentence as you read 

it aloud.  

3 

EE.RI.3.5 With 

guidance and support, 

use text features 

including headings and 

key words to locate 

information in a text.  

Using the calendar, schedule, or 

other visual support in the 

classroom, work with students to 

identify the headings and words that 

provide information.  

Read to find the headings and key 

words that provide information about 

<topic of the text>. 

Working with the student reread the text 

and stop at the headings and keywords 

to decide what information each 

provides.  

3 

EE.RI.3.8 Identify two 

related points the author 
makes in an 

informational text. 

Gather a collection of pictures or 

objects that include sets that are 
related (e.g., hat/mittens, 

apple/orange, pencil/crayon). Ask 

students to find the pictures or 

objects that belong together 

"because they are related." 

Read to identify which of these details 

are related. [Prepare a list of details 
from the text that are related to each 

other in two or more groups. Read the 

list to the students before reading the 

text.] 

Read each detail on the list and ask 

students to find details that are related. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

3 

EE.L.3.5.a Determine 

the literal meaning of 

words and phrases in 

context. 

Write sentences about the students 

in the class and things they know 

well. Then ask students to tell what 

specific words mean. For example, 

"Sam's art project is fantastic, and I 

like it," or "The box is enormous, 

and I can't pick it up." 

Read to identify the meaning of <insert 

words or phrases> in this book. 

[Prepare a list of words that have a 

clear, literal meaning in the text.] 

Ask students to say what each word 

means. Alternatively, prepare a list of 

short definitions for each of the words 

on the list. Read each definition and ask 

students to identify the word that 

matches the definition. 

3 

EE.L.3.5.c Identify 

words that describe 

personal emotional 

states. 

Write a list of words including 

feeling words and non-feeling 

words. Ask students to vote yes or 

no to indicate whether each word 

expresses a feeling, or ask students 

to sort the words into the two 

groups. 

Read to identify feeling words in the 

book.  

Students list the feeling words they 

remember from the text. Alternatively, 

provide a list of feeling words that did 

and did not appear in the book. Ask 

students to identify the feeling words 

that did appear in the book. 

3 

EE.RL.3.9 Identify 

common elements in 

two stories in a series. 

Using pairs of students, work with 

them to determine the ways they are 

the same.  

Read to remember one thing that is the 

same in these two stories.  

Students describe one thing that was the 

same. Alternatively, provide a list of 

things from both stories that include 

some things that are the same and most 

that are different.  

3 

EE.RI.3.9 Identify 

similarities between two 

texts on the same topic. 

Read the menu from two days at 

school (select two days with 

something in common on the 

menus). Ask the students to identify 

something that is the same on the 

two menus.  

Read to remember one thing that is the 

same in these two texts about <topic>.  

Students describe one thing that was the 

same. Alternatively, provide a list of 

things from both texts that include some 

things that are the same and most that 

are different.  




