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The View From The Editors Desk

The Newsletter has taken on a slightly different perspective, you could say veered off
in an unexpected direction. As mentioned in the last issue we have had an injection of
new blood, maybe not a full transfusion but enough to ensure that a club that has been
going for sixty six years will be able to carry on for a few more! Some of our new
members race karts so it is only fair that their activities should get a good mention
during  the  season.  Another  reason  for  including  Karting  is  that  Chloe  Hewitt  is
capable of writing a far better article than I can: over to you Chloe.....

Chloe Hewitt 2015 Karting Review.

2015 was a step in the right direction for me. After a first year in Junior Rotax at
Ellough Park Raceway near Beccles in 2014, learning the ropes and learning to drive,
I was then confident enough to actually start racing and taking on the boys. At the
start of the year I was racing a 2012 Gillard chassis and was at the back of the pack
but, in March for my 16th birthday my Dad bought me a 2013 Tonykart chassis. My
pace improved straight away and put me in the mid-pack. I even finished in second
place in the wet during the second heat; having been over two seconds a lap faster
than anyone else – but having been caught up in an accident at the start I was on the
back foot. After two months of racing this chassis; Dad brought my younger brother
Freddy  an  identical  kart  as  mine  but  to  race  in  the  Minimax  class  (which  is  a
restricted Junior engine) rather than Junior Rotax. Freddy’s new kart came with a
Junior engine, which meant I was able to race with it. 

The next race meeting went really well and we were able to work our way up the
grid; improving both pace from the engine (having changed the gearing) and my own
experience.  Throughout  the year  we hadn’t  had the best  of  luck in races,  always
getting caught up in other people’s accidents or I made mistakes through not actually
having much experience running alongside other people. But after cracking my 2013
chassis I had a 2010 chassis built up for me overnight to race on the Saturday. 

We didn’t have the best of days having no brakes in qualifying and the brakes seizing
on during Heat 1 and then again in the final. However since then I have been one of
the quickest on circuit in the 2010 chassis but haven’t had enough luck. In July after a



visit  to  Tattershall  the  week  before  we  headed  back  to  Ellough  I  was  on  a  real
mission, I qualified second out of twelve but the top 3 were covered by only 1 tenth
of a second; which was the closest anyone had been throughout the year. After a bad
start with the leader driving through a metal barrier we were put back in the order of
qualifying and I was on pole. I had an eighth in the first heat after getting hit on lap 3
– let’s just say I wasn’t happy – I then had a third in the second heat which meant I
started fourth in the final. After some switching of places I finished fourth for my best
ever finish. 

Freddy's kart on the left and Chloe's on the right, both carry number 5.

In October we had another wet meeting at Ellough. I managed to drag it into second
during qualifying when the track had started to dry out, the wet weather tyres didn’t
work too well for any of us! We then had a huge downpour between qualifying and
the first heat. This did not play to my advantage as I went “speering off” at the first
corner after the start, leaving me at the back for the rest of the race. However, I went
into  the  second  heat  confident  that  I  wouldn’t  make  the  same  mistake.  I  started
second again like the first heat, but this time as the heavens opened I went round the
outside of the corner on the normal wet line, taking the lead straight away, without
any problems until lap 6 where a puddle had formed on the exit of the corner, not
realising that the others on the previous lap had already hit it and went through the
tyre wall the other side. I took a similar line through the corner hitting the puddle
with my right front;  getting very out of shape but managing to hang onto second
place until the end of the race – my Dad was in tears watching. I then started third in
the final where everyone had a moment at the start which put me down to fifth but on
a last lap move I took fourth to equal my best at the time.



We then changed back to the 2013 chassis in November, as the 2013 chassis is said to
be the  better  chassis  out  of  the two we had,  we figured that  if  we could be the
slightest  bit  quicker  we  could  go  for  the  podium and  maybe  even  a  win.  After
changing back to the 2013 we had a really good days racing and have been going
very well since. But before changing back to the 2013 at the start of November we
went to Red Lodge Karting, where I had my first ever podium finishing second. This
was with the wrong gearing so I would have been even faster having had the right set
up. This was only my second appearance at Red Lodge, my first time the circuit was 
December 2014, so I was utterly gob smacked. Fortunately for me it was wet and I
excel in the wet. This helped to boost my confidence and since I haven’t had any
problems about trying to make overtaking manoeuvres as I still hadn’t had a lot of
practice at overtaking and racing until this point. 

Twelve year old Freddy has been racing for four years.

The final race meeting of the year for us was back at Ellough, we went up on the
Friday to test but had no power whatsoever from the engine. After five and a half
hours we decided to change the motor but also had a problem with the second engine.
During all this drama I managed to do six laps – these were all in the wet and on slick
tyres – and as a result hit the tyre wall, so we also had to change the axle before
qualifying. This meant missing the last two practice sessions of the morning. I went
into qualifying blind with no set up and another new engine that someone else had
brought as a spare, but later found out it was down on power. I didn’t qualify very
well due to the earlier problems, so I started near the back for the first two heats. I
didn’t improve much from there until the final where I started 9th and took 6th place
on the last corner on the penultimate lap – against one of my main rivals. This move



gave me enough points to finish 5th in the championship which meant I could keep
my race number 5 for the upcoming 2016 season. 

The 2015 season was very pleasing having had some really good results throughout
the year,  making lots of progress and becoming a big threat  for  some of the top
drivers, some of these were from Super One, the top level of karting in the UK! For
the 2016 season I am staying in Junior Rotax to hopefully have a crack at the Ellough
Park Raceway championship. Bring it on!

Ellough Park Raceway near Beccles is Choe & Freddy's home circuit.

Chloe's 2013 TonyKart is powered by a water cooled Rotax 2 stroke motor.



Freddy gets caught up in traffic at Ellough Park Raceway

Top Gear's Stig had better watch his back!





AUTOSOLOS, AUTOTESTS, PCA’s, TARGA RALLIES.
What’s all that about then?

When AMSC was formed the idea was to provide events which would be suitable for club 
members to compete in. Low-cost events where a standard car would be competitive would 
enable anyone with a set of wheels to try motor sport and have a full season of serious friendly 
fun. If they had an itch to do some competition driving it could be scratched on a budget.

Autosolos and Autotests seemed to be the way forward and, as it has worked out, these have 
been a good choice…but what are they and what’s the difference?

Very briefly, each event has a series of tests or courses laid out on a good sealed surface. We tend 
to use airfields which have wide expanses of tarmac or concrete. Depending on the layout which 
does vary, the tests consist of a number of gates, cones and slaloms very similar to downhill skiing 
and you are timed from start to finish. We have standardised the events so that, at each venue, we
have three test sites, each test being run three times during a morning session. After lunch the 
tests are run in the opposite direction, also three times each, so a full day gives 18 tests. There are 
several classes dependant on car type and engine size so you compete against similar vehicles to 
your own.

Most of the courses have patterns to them to help you find your way and each significant cone or 
turning point is numbered logically to help. You also have a plan of each test and time to walk 
them before the competition starts so they aren’t memory tests. All are all-forward so there is no 
reversing required.

The difference between Autosolos and Autotests is?.....simple.

A car competing on an Autosolo must be driven to the event ( fully road-legal and with tax, 
insurance and valid MoT ), must be equipped with full trim and not have any special sticky tyres 



which would make it abnormally quicker. There is a list of what is not allowed.

A car competing on an Autotest need not be driven to the venue. It can come on a trailer. It can be 
stripped out and can be altered, lightened and anything else you want to do to it because ‘road-
legal’ does not apply. Tyres are free too.

Both Autosolo and Autotest cars compete on the same courses but in their own classes. There is 
no reversing required in our AMSC  Autotest events unlike the traditional ones.

Production Car Autotests PCA’s. This is a new innovation for this season.

A PCA allows for younger drivers and those with less experience to do an event with a passenger to
help guide them. The passenger must have an RTA driving licence and this gives an opportunity for 
young/inexperienced drivers to learn the challenge of an event with a mentor alongside. Cars are 
restricted to small saloons but the same car could be used for the PCA with one driver and also the
Autosolo with the mentor driving alone. However, the principles of both events are very similar. 
There won’t be a championship for the PCA drivers though this year.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      ©Caroline Cruz

Targa Rallies.

Targas are similar to very long Autosolos. Tests are laid out with cones but can last several minutes 
each rather than <1 minute> each for a solo. Maximum average speed cannot be more than 
30mph on a test so the same as a road rally and courses are set out with a lot of tight turns and 
short straights to keep speed down. However, this is not dawdling as anyone who has road-rallied 
will tell you and you will be kept very busy as a driver. Also, because the tests diagrams need to be 
followed accurately to save time, a navigator is required. A good time becomes a team effort, just 



like on a proper rally.

Targas are designed for standard cars, not specials, and all must have full trim and be fully road 
legal with tax, MoT etc . However, they can be trailered to the venue.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    ©M&H Photography

So you could do both the Targa and Autosolo Series in the same car and if it’s a small-engined 
saloon, the PCA’s as well. That would be at least a dozen events between April and November, all in
Norfolk, Suffolk or North Essex and you would still have most of August off. If you are unsure and 
would like to come and see first, look for events which have a Taster as well. These allow you to do 
an event without even being a Club member. Alternatively come and marshal on an event to see 
what happens. All the organising clubs will make you welcome.

If you are unsure of anything or need advice about any technical issue come back to me and I’ll 
find someone who knows the right answers. I don’t think there is a better way of getting in to 
competitive motor sport than these types of event.

Tony Burchnall. Comp Sec ECMC.

To find the details of the nearest AMSC club to you go to:

www.amsc.org.uk/index.html

http://www.amsc.org.uk/index.html


www.sccon.co.uk
    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      ©Caroline Cruz

http://www.sccon.co.uk/


SUNDAY 17th APRIL 

CLASSIC VEHICLE SHOW 
   AT   

BENTWATERS COLD WAR MUSEUM 
RENDLESHAM SUFFOLK IP12 2TW 

Admission is free for driver and one passenger. 

All vehicles MUST BE BOOKED IN. 

No admittance on the day to non pre booked vehicles. 

Vehicles must be on site between 10am and 3pm.

 No vehicle movement on site permitted between these times. 

For more information and to book your vehicle in please call... 

07588 877020 

or email: info@bcwm.org.uk



West Suffolk Motorsport Club  

 Holbeck’s Trial.
21  st   Feb 2016.

When It Starts To Come Together.

I have always liked Holbeck’s at Hadleigh as a Trial venue. It has so much variety to
offer and is a big site. David Holmes, who understands trialling better than most and
was CofC on Sunday, made a terrific job of setting challenges which provided a test
for the most accomplished drivers in the most specialist machinery yet still gave do-
able hills for complete novices on Sunday. 



The West Suffolk team had the weather on their side for a change. After Wattisfield
which was so difficult, Sunday was ideal. A bit of rain on Saturday made the early
tests tricky but ensured there would at least be a result. There was a certain amount
of towed recovery early on which indicated that car trials are not quite as simple as
they look (!) but by the start of second runs of the six hills everything was clear again
and ground conditions began to improve. There was a strong drying wind which
made the more open hills a little unpleasant for the marshals but although it was
cold  it  wasn’t  bitterly  so.  The  turn-out  of  marshals  was  terrific.  Not  the  usual
struggle to find two for each hill; there were teams from the home club, of course,
but ECMC, SCCoN, Cambridge, Suffolk Land Rover, Chelmsford and a number of great
guys with 4x4’s and rescue kit from Ea Community Action all swelled the number.
The 4x4 facility and Gary Maddocks Defender and winch were busy before lunch
with the over-exuberant!

By  mid-morning  conditions  were  improving  with  more  cleaned  sections  but
‘Holmesie’ was always on hand to make little alterations to make everyone think. He
even managed to cause apoplexy to Barry Redmayne who was disgusted to receive a



3 to blot his copybook. To put this in perspective, Barry, the eventual winner had
managed the rest of the day on only 2 and finished the day on a total of 5!

Keith Pettitt ran the results and was pretty drained by the end. 50 cars and nearly 30
hills is a big workload to handle-- something that gets forgotten most of the time.

As for the main event, the competitors, there was everything. Of course the regulars
were all there but so were a number of new faces from as far afield as Peterborough
and  Sevenoaks.  There  was  a  great  contingent  of  ECMC  Karters  who  have  now
invested in trials  cars rather than the Seckford ‘alternative’,  again shepherded by
Tony Hewitt. A really good performance was put in by Laura Cooledge who managed
9th in a class of well over 20. Father John achieved a very creditable 5th which was an
excellent result considering the opposition.

Several Dellows and Geoff Hodge’s RDT , the eventual class winner, were there as
was  Leigh  Trevail  in  his  and  Richard  Hopgood’s  lovely  ‘Luto’.  Richard  has  event
further plans for a lighter version and considering how successful this creation is we
look forward eagerly. Michael Leete brought his lovely Austin 7 special again but this
time probably did not have the oldest car. That was the very interesting Ford T of



Philip Wells which was well driven for a really big car. The biggest was probably a
Volvo  V40  diesel  Estate  performed  incredibly  well  for  a  huge  and  apparently
unsuitable vehicle. Ian Nute and Ross Nuten had not nominated a car when they
entered but turned up with a real surprise, a brand new MEV which is an MX5 based
kit  car.  The  concept  is  fairly  simple,  being  a  re-body  of  an  MX5  using  almost
everything mechanical and the new parts give a finished article similar in style to an
Atom. It looked great and with considerable weight loss from the original had a very
high power-to-weight ratio. Ross said it could be raised or lowered relatively easily
so it would make a potent Autotest car too. Let’s hope we can see it in that form
during the summer.

Alan Hockham and Simon Fowler had a good day in the Hockham and Nick Barrett
enjoyed himself in the Suzuki X90. Something really rare was John Plant’s Troll T5
which has a Peugeot engine in the back. This is the only known example but helped
John get 3rd in Class.

As for the fwd’s, the ‘driven there’ class was won by Dick Lines in his KA. Although it
was feared a back injury may see Dick missing the rest of the season, thankfully he is
much better and competing again. The biggest class of over 20 other fwd’s provided



my drive of the day. Tom Pettitt is usually partnered by Chris but on Sunday was
without. This young man who is not old enough for a proper driving licence drove
with tremendous maturity well beyond his years both on and off the hills. He ended
the  day  in  4th position  with  a  score  of  47.  This  is  when  the  Class  was  won  by
someone  else  with  great  maturity  (but  more  like  a  really  good  Stilton!).  Robin
Howard won the Class on 34 so only 13 points between the two of them. I’m sure
Robin won’t mind me pointing out that there are more than 50 years of experience
between Tom and Robin and Tom’s ability and cool head are a real credit to him.

Full results are on the WS site and Challenge positions on the AMSC site. We are
fortunate to have a great many good photographs and no doubt there will be some
video posted. I gather there may be a proper event video being edited too which is
something we could do with more of on other events.

So, all in all, Sunday was a huge success and the result of a great deal of work to
develop  motor  sport  in  our  area.  An  event  full  to  maximum,  a  terrific  team  of
marshals, a great atmosphere, a superb site and kind weather; we could be on a roll.
Let’s hope so. The next Suffolk one is on March 20th at the excellent Lamarsh site
near Sudbury and the final Falcon round at Ivinghoe in April.

Tony Burchnall.









For full results go to:   http://www.amsc.org.uk/etc15/html/round8.html

For more photos visit:  https://www.facebook.com/easterncountiesmc 

https://www.facebook.com/easterncountiesmc
http://www.amsc.org.uk/etc15/html/round8.html


The remaining two rounds are :-

20th March 2016  WSMC Lamarsh nr. Sudbury

&

17th April Falcon MC Ivinghoe Spring Car Trial.

For details check out: 

http://www.amsc.org.uk/index.html

--oo0oo--oo0oo--

A Real Diamond
Our  president;  Roy  “Smudge”  Smith  has  now  been  a  member  of  the
Eastern Counties Motor Club for sixty years. So next time you see him
taking a nap at a meeting just remember; he is entitled to it!

Congratulations Roy!

http://www.amsc.org.uk/index.html








The

Eastern Counties Motor Club

Annual General Meeting.

Tuesday April 26th 

AT

Burstall Village Hall

7-30 pm for 8-00

IT IS YOUR CLUB AND THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO
VOICE  YOUR  OPINION.  THOSE  THAT  BEHAVE
THEMSELVES WILL BE ENTITLED TO A BISCUIT*.

                                                                                                     * Subject to conditions.



http://motorsport-news.co.uk/

Classified Adverts.

-

SCOLE ENGINEERING.
Rolling Road Facilities 

Webber & S.U carburettor jetting.
Vintage & Modern

Telephone 01379 740940
-

http://motorsport-news.co.uk/


SAFELY FAST
Increase your confidence and enjoyment, car control,
self analysis and the ability to relax and break those

bad habits.

Whether it is the Nurburgring or your local airfield,
our personal support and encouragement can make the

difference in a highly complex sport.

Corporate clients are especially welcome.

A Grade ARDS Qualified Track Driving Instructor

With 10 Years Experience.

For details contact John Norington via:

www.safelyfast.co.uk/

-

PHOTO ELITE
For All Your Photographic & Copying Needs.

13 MARKET HILL – DISS – IP22 4JZ
photoelite  diss  @gmail.com
Telephone 01379 640452

-

 KERRIDGES of Needham Market.

Telephone 01449 720222

mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
http://www.safelyfast.co.uk/


Dissigns
signmakers

For all your Signage
& Vehicle Graphics
Tel. 01379 740606

www.dissigns.co.uk

-

Mazda MX 5 Specialist. 
Valley Farm Business Unit

New Street
Stradbroke
IP21 5JL

www.mx5expert.com/
Telephone 01379 384046

-

http://www.mx5expert.com/
http://www.dissigns.co.uk/


PUGSPORT RACING
(C.M. CHAMBERS CARS)

Peugeot Specialist
Unit 3 The Forge 

Church Road
Weybread
IP21 5TQ

www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/
Telephone. 07889 082466.

-

I.S.L.A. Motor Sport.
Fabrication
Paintwork
Restoration

Accident Damage
Unit 2 

Gilray Road
Diss 

IP22 4EU

-

http://www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/


Norwich
01603 40 60 50

www.richard-drake.co.uk

-

Alfa Romeo & Fiat Spare Part Specialist
www.alfashop.co.uk/

TO JOIN THE

EASTERN COUNTIES MOTOR CLUB

VISIT:

www.ecmc.co.uk  /site/

http://www.ecmc.co.uk/site/
http://www.ecmc.co.uk/
http://www.richard-drake.co.uk/


All contents written in good faith. The permission of copyright holders has been obtained where known.
The copyright of the authors has been reserved

Errors and Omissions Excepted.
-

 Published by E.C.M.C Limited.

leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

mailto:leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

