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Teaching Philosophy

My primary objective as an instructor is to assist students in becoming fully engaged with
the subject. Economics is a peculiar field of study. Because it influences the daily activities
of the average person, it is one of the few fields of study familiar to everyone. However,
learning economics is different. It is categorized as a social science, but still requires deep
mathematical and statistical understanding to comprehend basic economic theory, therefore
it is relatively easy to draw students’ attention in the beginning of a course, but keeping
students engaged throughout the course is often very challenging. I find this obstacle makes
the role of an instructor important and crucial to many students’ success.

One of the most important aspects of achieving this broad but significant goal is strong
communication between the student and the teacher. Many know this implicitly, and put
much effort into developing class materials and and technologies to foster better commu-
nication. I believe instructors should also attend to a more basic communication element:
language. The ability to think and speak in the economic language is one of the most valu-
able skills I strive to teach my students. I have seen my classmates who showed initial
interest easily lost attention when they started not understanding classes, and I believe this
was mainly due to the fact that they had trouble with communicating with instructors.
Therefore, I put deliberate efforts in the beginning of courses to grasp the characteristics of
the students and to sync the languages we will speak throughout the course.

Another communicational improvement comes from students’ participation. As interactive
learning is an essential part of learning foreign languages, it is similarly crucial in learning
economics. I have found that students perform better in class and eventually become able
to think more like economists when they ask more questions and interact more in class.
Such encouragements however require discrete motivational tactics because some students
can take active roles naturally while most students lack the motives for participating the
class discussion.

One of the more successful tactics I have employed toward this goal is building mutual
communications with students. The direction of communication in class is often one-way;
instructors speak and students listen. Under this environment it requires a lot of courage
for a student to speak up. On the other hand, I have found that if I build – or even just
show my intention to build – two-way communication with students, I can draw out more
questions and discussions from students. For example, remembering students’ names was a
successful way to build mutual respect and communication; I believe that calling students by
their names indicates that I respect the relationship with them and furthermore value their
inputs in classes. Although there were times I could not remember some of their names, by
showing students my attention to their classmates, they could learn that their contribution
by participating would be valued by the instructor.

My emphasis of communication between instructors and students stems from my own edu-
cational experiences. As a student who grew up in Korea and moved to the United States for
college, the liberal atmosphere where professors and students discuss certain topics in some
classes was rather shocking to me; asking questions or expressing opinions during classes
could be regarded as disrespectful behaviors in Korea. Therefore, for a student who was
trained to the extreme one-way communications in classes for twelve years, the discussion
during classes was one of the most stressful parts in my first year in a liberal arts college,
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maybe even more so than overcoming the language barrier. However, it did not take long
until I realized how participating class discussions could effectively assist in learning the class
materials. The distinct educational environments eventually taught me the importance of
the instructors’ role in leading students to become active participants in a class, and also
gave me a glimpse into the fulfillment teaching would give men in the future.

Teaching Experience

The lesson I learned in my first year of college has served me well. Fortunately I have had
many chances to lead classes following my teaching philosophy, and former students have
appreciated my pedagogical approach. I have received high teaching assistant evaluations of
4.72/5.0 on average from thirteen undergraduate and graduate courses. I have worked as a
teaching assistant in nearly every quarter of my doctoral program; the courses for which I
worked as a teaching assistant include four Ph.D courses, twelve undergraduate economics
courses, and one undergraduate mathematics course. For three quarters I worked as a head
teaching assistant, responsible for administering other teaching assistants, holding exam
review sessions, and teaching classes as a secondary instructor.

As a result of successful teaching assistance work, UCSC Economics Department appointed
me as a primary instructor three times; I have taught one course of International Financial
Markets in the Spring quarter of 2016, and two courses of Introduction to Econometrics in
the Summer quarters of 2014 and 2015. I designed my own classes, which required the work
of building a new course curriculum, creating tests and assignments, selecting and creating
class materials (such as textbooks, lecture notes, lecture slides, etc.), and setting up course
websites.

In 2016, I received Milam-McGinty-Kaun Award for Teaching Excellence, which is awarded
to two graduate students annually by the Division of Social Science at UCSC. I also received
two Teaching Assistant Awards for Excellence in Teaching in 2012 and 2013, which are
awarded to economics graduate students annually by UCSC Economics Department.

Teaching Interests

Based on my field of research, I will be most suitable to teach undergraduate and graduate
macroeconomics and international economics classes, including Introductory, Intermediate,
and Advanced Macroeconomics, International Finance, International Trade, Finance, and
Introductory, Intermediate, and Advanced Econometrics. Given my extensive teaching ex-
perience, I am willing and able to teach in fields outside my research areas as needed.



Teaching Evaluations

Summary of Instructor Evaluations

Quarter Course Name # Enrolled # Evals Rating∗

2014 Summer Econometrics 50 22 4.55
2015 Summer Econometrics 33 12 4.92
2016 Spring International Financial Markets 64 48 4.15

∗Rating is based on a 5 point scale with 5 indicating the best at the quality of instruction.

Summary of Teaching Assistant Evaluations

Quarter Course Name # Enrolled # Evals Rating∗

2012 Winter Calculus with Applications (Math) 441 4 4.8
2012 Spring Econometrics 278 65 4.4
2012 Fall Advanced Micro/Macroeconomics (PhD) 14 13 4.8
2013 Winter Econometrics 106 11 4.7
2013 Spring Econometrics 216 42 4.8
2013 Fall Economics and Management of Technology and Innovation 64 58 4.7
2014 Winter Intermediate Macroeconomics 85 6 4.7
2014 Spring Intermediate Macroeconomics 57 19 4.8
2014 Fall Intermediate Macroeconomics 119 28 4.6
2015 Winter Intermediate Macroeconomics 179 9 5.0
2015 Spring Econometrics 196 61 4.9
2015 Fall International Finance 60 25 4.8
2016 Winter Intermediate Macroeconomics 150 23 4.9
2016 Fall Econometrics 96 49 4.7

∗Rating is based on a 5 point scale with 5 indicating the best at overall teaching effectiveness.

- : Information not available at this time.

Selected student feedback (Instructor):

“Instructor Jae Hoon Choi was an amazing teacher. His lectures were very concise and well organized, and he
presented the material in a systematic way that made it easy to understand. He encouraged students to par-
ticipate in class, and was always open to questions. Any time I had a question for him (including by e-mail)
he was always prompt and thorough with his reply. I am very glad that I took this course with Instructor
Choi. I don’t think that I would have enjoyed the class as much with another teacher. His assignments were
interesting I found myself wanting to spend more time immersed in the subject matter as the course wore on.”

“Jae is VERY dedicated, kind towards everyone, and truly wants students to succeed. I had a great expe-
rience because I felt like he really cared and would always answer my questions over email and in class. He
is very knowledgeable about the subject but knows how to present it to students who are learning it for the
first time in a very understandable manner. He is one of the best “teachers” I’ve had at UCSC!”

“Jae is excellent at presenting the material for the class.Everything was clear and straight forward which
allowed me to gain a lot of knowledge. His homework was similar to real world simulations which is amazing.”

Selected student feedback (Teaching Assistant):

“Jae’s teaching ability is impressive! Clear communication of the material. He can really break down any
difficult topics to make you understand it. Great TA! Thank you for your help!!!”

“Jae has a great tone of voice, is articulate and easy to follow, and is always smiling. He is well versed in
the course material and is always prepared for section. Jae is not afraid to answer any question, and truly
wants you to succeed . . . . I can definitely see Jae as a professor someday; he is professional, approachable,
knowledgeable, but most importantly, passionate about his subject. . . . ”

“Jae was a wonderful TA! He was very mindful of our progress and always went out of his way to ensure
that we understood the material. . . . ”

“Jae is one of the best, if not the best, TA’s I’ve ever had. He is extremely helpful, perfectly knows the
materials, makes everything so easy. He would make a great professor, . . . . I owe a lot of my understanding
and development in economics to Jae.”


