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Introduction 
 
Cornsay Parish Council has produced this Parish Plan with support from the 
Community Involvement Unit, Durham Rural Community Council.  It is based 
primarily on the views of local people from the Parish, and aims to provide 
an overview of people’s views on their local community to inform service 
provision and future developments to the communities of the Parish.  
 
This Parish Plan also provides evidence of local people’s views, needs and 
issues that can inform future developments by potential funders, service 
providers and planners, and is intended to be used to support the work of 
local groups, agencies and associations in developing projects and funding 
bids to meet the needs identified through the Parish Plan consultation 
process. 
 
In addition, the ward-wide South Derwentside Rural Partnership (covering 
three Parishes within the Cornsay Ward) will use the information from this 
Parish Plan to inform the Ward document.  The purpose of this is to ensure 
that any issues of importance to all Parishes within the Ward can be 
addressed at a more strategic level and will have wider support. 
 
Aim 
 
The aim of the Parish Plan is to provide a picture of the communities of 
Cornsay Parish, within a comprehensive document, which examines the 
demographic profile of residents, the services and facilities available to 
them, and most importantly, the views and aspirations of local people in 
relation to their community. 
 
Objectives 
 

• To provide geographical and historical contexts of Cornsay Parish. 
• To provide a perspective of the Parish in relation to its place within 

the District of Derwentside. 
• To provide a socio-economic profile of Cornsay as a Parish within the 

ward of Cornsay. 
• Carry out a socially inclusive consultation process with residents of 

the Parish. 
• Develop an Action Plan, which is realistic and achievable and is a 

direct response to the consultation outcomes. 
• Produce a Parish Plan document, which can be used by the 

community to access funding and take forward key issues. 
• Provide the Local Authority and County Council with copies of the 

Parish Plan to inform future Local Plans and Community Strategies. 
• Produce an Executive Summary of the Parish Plan. 
• Produce a leaflet summarizing the outcomes of the consultation to be 

made available to all households within the Parish. 
• To hold an event to promote the outcomes of the consultation 

process and availability of the Parish Plan. 
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The Parish in Context 
 
Cornsay Parish  
 
This document sets out the Parish Plan for Cornsay Parish, which includes 
the communities of: - 
 

• Cornsay Village 
• Cornsay Colliery  
• Hamsteels Estate 

 
Cornsay Parish is one of the three Parishes that make up Cornsay Ward, the 
other two Parishes being Satley and East Hedleyhope. 
 
The South Derwentside Rural Partnership is a ward-wide regeneration 
partnership comprising of representatives from all three Parishes. 
 
 
       Cornsay Parish   Satley Parish  East Hedleyhope  

     Cornsay Village             Parish 
     Cornsay Colliery 
     Hamsteels Estate 
 
 

 
 
Cornsay Ward  

  (South Derwentside Rural Partnership) 
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The Consultation Process 
 
Methodology 
 
A major aspect of the Parish Plan is to inform and involve the wider 
community in the process by highlighting the perceptions of residents in 
relation to their community and also identifies recommendations for 
improvements.  The aim of an inclusive consultation process is to identify 
issues of concern to residents, identify projects to improve the community 
and to ensure that best advantage of potential funding is achieved. 
 
Research Methods 
 
As outlined above, the consultation with the community has been the major 
focus of the Parish Plan and a number of methods have been used to ensure 
an inclusive approach to consultation.  The Parish Council gave 
consideration to how the different sections of the community could be 
involved.  It was therefore agreed that distinctly separate events of interest 
to different interest groups would be held.  Equally important was the 
opportunity for the groups themselves to organise the events to encourage 
wider community involvement.  
 
The purpose of the community events was to inform local people of the 
forthcoming Parish Plan and the questionnaire to be delivered to each 
household. Also the face-to-face contact gave the Parish Council, supported 
by the Community Involvement Unit, the opportunity to discuss issues of 
concern directly with residents.  The following methods of community 
consultation have been used. 
 

 Initial Public Meeting 
 

A public meeting was held to allow the Parish Council to advise all residents 
of the Parish Plan process.  Flyers about this meeting and all subsequent 
events were mailed to every household in the Parish to ensure residents 
were aware of the events taking place to allow them the opportunity to 
participate. 

 
This initial meeting outlined how the process would be carried out and to 
emphasise the importance of completing the questionnaire.  The event was 
also used to gather information required to draft a profile of the ward (see 
Section 2).  Residents and Parish Councillors who attended the event were 
divided into groups to provide information on local services and facilities 
available to the Parish. 

 
 Fun Day at Hamsteels Community Centre 
 

The Parish Council held a Family Fun Day at Hamsteels Community Centre 
with the intention of involving local people to inform them of the Parish 
Plan process, the forthcoming questionnaire and to find out their qualitative 
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views on life in the Parish.  A wide variety of interactive activities for 
children were available as well as interesting displays of local information 
for adults.  The Parish Council, DRCC’s Community Involvement Unit and the 
Derwentside District Learning Project worked together to ensure the event 
was as inclusive as possible by providing a range of activities and displays. 
Staff and pupils of Deerness Comprehensive School provided additional 
support.  This level of activity encouraged residents to participate and input 
into the consultation. 

 
The event was a great success allowing face-to-face meetings with a wide 
range of residents from all three settlements of the Parish.  All who 
attended stated their appreciation of such a community social event 
particularly for children. 

 
 Line-Dancing Event 

 
The community has a line-dancing committee - the ‘Dream Catchers’ that 
organise and run local line-dancing evenings, which are well attended by 
residents.  The group held an event as part of the Parish Plan process to 
inform local people about the plan and to promote the forthcoming 
household questionnaire.  The event was successful both in promoting the 
Parish Plan and as a local social event. 

 
 Pies, Peas and Bingo 

 
The Parish Council decided to hold a separate event for the ‘over 50’s’ to 
encourage them to participate in the Parish Plan consultation process. 
Invitations were sent to all households inviting those eligible to a free 
evening of ‘pies, peas and bingo’.  

 
Parish Council members ran the event, which was a resounding success.  The 
evening provided an ideal opportunity to engage with older residents in a 
relaxed atmosphere and to offer their views on life in their community.  All 
who attended had welcomed the opportunity to input into the consultation 
process and to enjoy a locally held social event. 
 

 Prize Draw 
 
A prize draw entry was given to everyone who attended the events and each 
household questionnaire had a return slip for free entry to encourage 
greater returns.  The prizes were a £20 Marks and Spencer voucher and a 
decorated cake by the local cake icing group ‘Sugar and Spice’. 

 
 Questionnaire 
 

The Parish Council hand delivered a questionnaire (see Appendix 1) to each 
household.  To obtain the views and comments of residents of the Parish 
with regard to the following issues: - 
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• Housing 
• Education and training 
• Shopping and economy 
• Health services 
• Crime and safety 
• Public services 
• Traffic and road safety 
• Recreation and leisure 
• Environment  
• Work and employment 

 
The questionnaire was either collected by a Parish Council member or 
returned to a box placed in the shop and Post Office.  Also a freepost 
address was provided as an alternative method of return. 

 
The reason for a community questionnaire was to allow every household, 
within the Parish, the opportunity of taking part in the Parish Plan process 
and to ensure that the issues raised in this document are as representative 
of the whole community as possible. 

 
In order to ensure the confidentiality of respondents and the objectivity of 
the analysis, Cornsay Parish Council commissioned Durham Rural Community 
Council’s Community Involvement Unit to carry out the collation and 
analysis of these questionnaires. 

 
 Transport Questionnaire 

 
Durham County Council’s Rural Transport Partnership (RTP) is currently 
assessing public transport provision and levels of satisfaction/dissatisfaction 
of residents particularly in the more rural areas of the county.  The RTP 
provided a transport survey to be inserted into the Parish Plan household 
questionnaire.  This survey was also distributed to the two other Parishes 
within the ward to assess the ward-wide view of transport issues. 

 
 Young People’s Survey 
 

The Rural Detached Youth Project funded by LEADER+ and ran by Stanley 
Youth Centre has undertaken a community survey of young people from the 
Parish.  The survey was carried out across three wards of Cornsay, 
Castleside and Lanchester.  In the Cornsay Parish, the key area 
concentrated on was the Hamsteels Estate as it has the highest 
concentration of young people. 

 
Whilst the project was funded by LEADER+, the Parish Council donated funds 
through the Parish Plan funding to allow for a more in depth survey with 
young people in the Parish.  The report detailing the findings of the project 
has been included in this document (see Section 4). 
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 Action-Planning Event 

 
The Parish Council held an action-planning event with members and 
stakeholders to discuss the priority actions to be taken forward by the Parish 
Council and those to be forwarded to the South Derwentside Rural 
Partnership. 
 
The results of the event formed the basis of the action plan (see Section 7). 
 

 Secondary Data Analysis 
 
Other sources of data have been used in the production of this report.  
These sources are highlighted throughout the document when necessary.  
Most of the statistical data relating to Cornsay Ward is available from the 
Office for National Statistics (ONS)1 Neighbourhood Statistics website. 
 
 
 

                                            
1 www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk 



Section 1:  Cornsay Parish in the Wider Context  
 
Cornsay Parish is part of Cornsay Ward, which is located in the south of the 
District of Derwentside.  In order to understand the context within which 
Cornsay Parish is situated, this section gives a broad overview of the district 
as a whole. 
 
The District of Derwentside 
 
Derwentside is an area covered by two tiers of local governance, 
Derwentside District Council and Durham County Council.  As is much of 
County Durham, the area is now mainly rural; the coal mines that once 
dominated the area have long since closed and the land on which they stood 
has been cleared and redeveloped.  Consett was once famed for its steel 
works but that also closed in the late 1970s. 
 
During the early 1980s, Derwentside along with the rest of the country 
suffered a major economic depression.  Although the economy of the area is 
now somewhat revived, it is nowhere near the levels of production it 
achieved during the height of primary industry production.  This is mostly 
due to global economic trends of moving manufacturing and labour-intensive 
industries to parts of the world where labour is cheaper.  Many of the towns 
and villages of Derwentside are now part of the commuter belt for the cities 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Sunderland.  However, some of the wards in 
the District are still suffering the consequence of economic decline and of 
the 23 wards, 7 appear in the top 10% most deprived in the country.  
Cornsay Ward is not among these. 
 
The 2001 census shows that the amount of households headed by persons 
from skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled occupations were greater than the 
national average whilst those headed by professional and managerial 
persons was below.  This is an outcome of the District’s industrial past.  By 
1998, the majority of the working population were employed in the 
manufacturing and services industries.  Although unemployment rates are 
not particularly higher than national averages, the proportion of the 
population who are employment deprived1 and income deprived2 is 
considerably higher than the nation as a whole.   
 
There are also low levels of new enterprise and entrepreneurial activity.  
The companies who are expanding are facing a skills shortage, particularly 
in relation to skilled workers and a lack of modern business premises. 
 

                                            
1 ‘Employment deprived’ measures forced exclusion from the world of work – non-overlapping 
counts of those excluded from the labour market through unemployment, ill health or 
disability, expressed as a proportion of the working age population. 
2 ‘Income deprived’ measures the proportion of the people who are on low incomes – non-
overlapping counts of families in receipt of means tested benefits, presented as a proportion 
of people of all ages. 
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Educational achievement is lower in the District than the national average, 
and it also has higher levels of ill health.   
 
Despite local concern with crime, as a District, the statistics are far below 
national figures.  
 
Derwentside District Council has acknowledged the above concerns and are 
now committed to improving the District’s fortunes.  The Derwentside 
Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy is committed to improving life in the 11 
most deprived wards in the District (Cornsay is not amongst these) and their 
Corporate Plan 2002-2005 and Local Performance Plan 2002 put forward the 
strategies they intend to put in place to ensure residents across Derwentside 
will receive better and more effective services.  They wish to address local 
need in an achievable but ambitious way. 
 
The District Council have undertaken numerous consultation exercises with 
residents in order to build up an accurate picture of local priorities (of 
which this Community Appraisal is part).  These include: - 
 

• Joint Area Forums 
• Community Partnerships 
• Community Planning Events 
• Derwentside Citizen Panel 
• Tenant’s Compact Panel 

 
The District Council’s Corporate Plan sets out 6 basic aims it wishes to 
achieve, and these are to make Derwentside: - 
 

• A safer place 
• A place with strong, cohesive communities 
• A healthier place 
• An economically successful place 
• An attractive, sustainable environment 
• A learning community 
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Cornsay Ward (Comprising the Parishes of Satley, Cornsay 
and East Hedleyhope) 
 
Cornsay Ward Statistics 
 
The most reliable source of community statistics comes from the ten-yearly 
census, the last of which was carried out in 2001.  At present only ward-
level data is available from that census, with smaller area statistics, such as 
Parish level information, not yet released.  This makes it very difficult to 
acquire and specify accurate parish-level figures for many of the statistics 
that relate to communities.  This section will therefore give a broad 
overview of the socio-economic statistics of Cornsay Ward as a whole. 
 
Age Structure of Cornsay Ward 
 

Age Range Total Number 
Cornsay Ward 

Percentage 
Cornsay Ward 

Percentage 
England 

0 – 17 381 23 % 23 % 
18 – 24 120 7 % 8 % 
25 – 44 467 29 % 29 % 
45 – 64 415 26 % 24 % 
65 – 84 215 13 % 14 % 
85 + 27 2 % 2 % 
Total Population 
of Cornsay Ward 

 
1,625 

  

(Source ONS: Census 2001) 

 
Lone Parents with Dependent Children 
 

 

Total 
number 

Percentage 
in part time 
employment 

Cornsay 

Percentage 
in part time 
employment 

England 

Percentage 
in full time 

employment 
Cornsay 

Percentage 
in full time 

employment 
England 

Male 
lone 
parents 

6 0 % 7 % 83 % 56 % 

Female 
lone 
parents 

30 43 % 26 % 10 % 21.61 % 

Total 36     
(Source ONS: Census 2001) 
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Lone Pensioners 
 

 Cornsay England 
Percentage of 
Households Comprising 
of One Lone Pensioner 

15% 14% 

(Source ONS: Census 2001) 

 
Industry of Employment of People aged 16 – 74 in Employment 
 

Industry Percentage 
Cornsay 

Percentage 
England 

Agriculture, hunting and 
forestry 

8 % 1 % 

Mining and quarrying 0.4 % 0.3 % 
Manufacturing 13 % 15 % 
Electricity, gas and water 
supply 

1 % 1 % 

Construction 13 % 7 % 
Wholesale, retail & repair of 
motor vehicles 

14 % 17 % 

Hotels and catering 4 % 5 % 
Transport, storage and 
communication 

6 % 7 % 

Financial intermediation 1 % 5 % 
Real estate, renting and 
business activities 

9 % 13 % 

Public administration and 
defence 

7 % 6 % 

Education 9 % 8 % 
Health and social work 12 % 11 % 
Other 3 % 5 % 

(Source ONS: Census 2001) 
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Occupational Groups of People aged 16 – 74 in Employment 
 

Occupational Groups Percentage 
Cornsay 

Percentage 
England 

Managers and senior officials 10 % 15 % 
Professional  10 % 11 % 
Associate professional and 
technical  

10 % 14 % 

Administrative and secretarial 10 % 13 % 
Skilled trades 17 % 12 % 
Personal services 8 % 7 % 
Sales and customer services 7 % 8 % 
Process, plant and machine 
operatives 

13 % 8 % 

Elementary occupations 17 % 12 % 
(Source ONS: Census 2001) 

 
Economic Activity of People Aged 16 – 74 
 

Activity Percentage 
Cornsay 

Percentage 
England 

Economically active: Full time 
employees 

35 % 41 % 

Economically active: Part time 
employees 

13 % 12 % 

Economically active: Self employed 11 % 8 % 
Economically active: Unemployed 4 % 3 % 
Economically active: Full time student 1 % 3 % 

TOTAL ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE 64 % 67 % 
Economically inactive: Retired 13 % 13 % 
Economically inactive: Student 3 % 5 % 
Economically inactive: Looking after 
home/family 

7 % 7 % 

Economically inactive: Permanently 
sick/disabled 

9 % 5 % 

Economically inactive: Other 3 % 3 % 

TOTAL ECONOMICALLY INACTIVE 35 % 33 % 
(Source ONS: Census 2001) 
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Travel to Work 
 

Mode of transport Cornsay 
Number 

Work from home 122 
Train 3 
Bus, minibus or coach 60 
Motorcycle, scooter and moped 5 
Driving a car or van 398 
Passenger in a car or van 81 
Taxi or minicab 3 
Bicycle 0 
On foot 40 
Other 3 
Public transport users in households 
with a car or van 

42 

Public transport users in households 
without a car or van 

20 

(Source ONS: Census 2001) 

 
Number of Cars or Vans 
 

Number of cars or vans 
per household 

Percentages 
Cornsay 

Percentages 
England 

None 27 % 27 % 
One 42 % 44 % 
Two 24 % 24 % 
Three 5 % 5 % 
Four or more 2 % 1 % 

Number of all cars & vans 
in area 751  

(Source ONS: Census 2001) 
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Health  
 

State of Health  Percentage 
Cornsay 

Percentage 
England 

% of people with long-term illness 20 % 18 % 
% of working age population with limiting 
long term illness 18 % 13 % 

% of people whose health was good 63 % 69 % 
% of people whose health was fairly good 26 % 22 % 
% of people whose health was not good 11 % 9 % 

(Source ONS: Census 2001) 

 
Provision of Unpaid Care 
 
Number of people who provide unpaid 
care in Cornsay Ward 153 

(Source ONS: Census 2001) 

 
Percentage of people who provide 

unpaid care… 
Percentage 

Cornsay 
Percentage 

England 
1 – 19 hours per week 65 % 69 % 
20 – 49 hours per week 13 % 11 % 
50 hours per week or more 22 % 20 % 

(Source ONS: Census 2001) 

 
 

15



 
 

16

Index of Multiple Deprivation 
 
The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) is a list of the 8414 wards in England 
which are listed in priority order to show how deprived each ward is in 
comparison to the others. 
 
The comparisons are made on a variety of issues (called ‘domains’), which 
includes income, employment, health, education, housing and access to 
services such as post offices.   
 
In the IMD, the lower the number of the National Rank, the more deprived 
an area is in relation to that issue.  For example, if a ward is ranked as 1, 
then that is the most deprived ward in England in relation to that issue; if it 
is ranked as 8414, then it is the least deprived ward. 
 
 

Domain National Rank 
(out of 8414, where 1 
is the most deprived 

ward) 

National % Position 

Health 1528 18% 
Access to Services 1588 19% 
Child Poverty 1594 19% 
Employment 1799 21% 
Income 2016 24% 
Housing 2180 26% 
Education 5714 68% 
OVERALL POSITION 1942 23% 
 
With an overall figure of 23% (1942 out of 8414), Cornsay Ward therefore 
falls into the top 25% of most deprived wards nationally.   
 
 
 



Section 2:  Cornsay Parish 
 
A Short History of Cornsay Parish 
 
The village of Cornsay is about three miles South of Lanchester and nine 
miles west of Durham City and its position on a hillside gives the village 
spectacular views of the surrounding countryside.  It is by far the oldest 
settlement in the Parish, predating the arrival of local mining companies 
and many of the colliery villages that sprung up in the near-by area.   
 

Cornsay Chapel, the United Methodist church, in Cornsay Colliery, was built 
to seat about 400 people.  The church had a Sunday school and a brass 
band.  
 

An early Ordnance Survey map of 1856 showed that Cornsay was once a 
large wooded area but in 1868 it change with the establishment of the 
Colliery on the site.  The first owners were ‘Messrs, Ferens and Love’ with 
the company later changing its name to ‘Ferens and Love’.  At the height of 
production the colliery produced over 750 tons of coal and coke and 
provided employment for over 700 men and boys.  The new coal mine also 
meant the construction of housing, in the form of rows of terraced houses, 
for the miners and their families.  These were mostly small brick built 
houses containing one living room with a scullery and two bedrooms.  There 
were exceptions to this, with some of the houses in Hawkshill Terrace 
having a sitting room as well.  
 
An important aspect of these mining communities is that they were built for 
the miners and their families and situated in isolated places, which 
cemented a great sense of community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banner c1890. Of the two portraits, one is recorded as being G.O. Trevelyan, the other is unknown. 
© Beamish Museum
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Portrait of W Crawford.
 © Beamish Museum

Railways were an essential part of colliery life transporting the coal.  
Cornsay Colliery had two locomotives; ‘The John Owen’, which was built in 
Wales and ‘The Kilmarnock’, built in Scotland.  In around the 1920’s, the 
first buses arrived in the village giving the residents easier access to Esh 
Winning and Durham.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cornsay Colliery, in its day, was also a leading brick producer exporting 
bricks and glossy brown sanitary pipes around the world.  The brick and pipe 
yard produced excellent fire clay for making firebricks and refractory 
shapes.   
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During the Second World War, the colliery was used as an air raid shelter 
when bombs were being dropped in nearby Quebec in 1940 but thankfully all 
300 or so people in the shelter survived the attack. 
 
One of the bleakest times for Cornsay Colliery was between 1914-1918 when 
many young men served during the Great War with some never returning to 
the village.  The Battle of the Somme, during July in 1916, claimed the lives 
of numerous soldiers from the area.  Many men from the village and colliery 
lost their lives during the Second World War, but others returned home 
bearing their medals of bravery. 
 
The 1930s saw the number of employees at the colliery declining, and by 
1950 there were only 47 people employed at the coalmine.  The pits were 
finally closed by the end of the 1950s. 
 
Today Cornsay Colliery consists mainly of a small street of houses.  
Originally it stood apart from the main village, which has long since 
disappeared from the landscape.  With the colliery long gone, rows of 
colliery houses have been knocked down and the area on which large red-
bricked buildings once stood is green once more.   
 
The name Hamsteels is said to be derived from a corruption of Hamsteal, 
meaning home building or sheds; Ham – a homestead and Steal – meaning a 
stall or standing room for cattle.  In 1867, Messrs. R.S. Johnson and T.M. 
Reay started ‘Hamsteels Collieries and Coke Ovens’: it closed in 1958 whilst 
in the ownership of the National Coal Board. 
 

© Beamish Museum  
 
 
 

This DMA Lodge Banner, c1890, renamed for Hamsteels Lodge, had previously
been that of Andrew’s House Lodge which closed c1910. 

 
 

19



  © Beamish Museum © Beamish Museum 
  
With the demolition of the colliery housing, some residents were moved to a 
new council estate built between Hamsteels and Esh Winning and called 
Hamsteels Estate.  It was purpose built to house families being moved out of 
the former mining villages that had been designated Category D by the 
Government and scheduled for demolition.  This new development changed 
the sense of community.  

With the demolition of the colliery housing, some residents were moved to a 
new council estate built between Hamsteels and Esh Winning and called 
Hamsteels Estate.  It was purpose built to house families being moved out of 
the former mining villages that had been designated Category D by the 
Government and scheduled for demolition.  This new development changed 
the sense of community.  
  

Whereas the three communities used to be controlled by the Rural District 
Council with the administrative centre based in Lanchester, the new estate 
changed things and residents there now affiliate more closely with Esh 
Winning.  Today, Hamsteels Estate is a mixture of retained council stock 
with some being sold off to owner occupiers and standing closer to Esh 
Winning than the other parish settlements of Cornsay Village or Cornsay 
Colliery.   

Whereas the three communities used to be controlled by the Rural District 
Council with the administrative centre based in Lanchester, the new estate 
changed things and residents there now affiliate more closely with Esh 
Winning.  Today, Hamsteels Estate is a mixture of retained council stock 
with some being sold off to owner occupiers and standing closer to Esh 
Winning than the other parish settlements of Cornsay Village or Cornsay 
Colliery.   
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Hamsteels area,Hamsteels area,
c1861
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Cornsay Parish Today 
 
The Parish today contains a population of 1,184 in 473 households, with the 
whole ward covering an area of 5.3 square miles.  Whilst the Village and the 
Colliery are quite similar in size and nature, small picturesque settlements 
of older privately owned property; the Hamsteels Estate is very different.  
The Hamsteels Primary School is located within the community, along with a 
community centre and a few shops.  The road leading into the estate has 
‘sleeping policemen’ to slow the traffic.  There are open, grassed spaces 
between the houses for children to play on and a small play area.  Most 
residents use the services of Esh Winning, which means that many feel a 
closer affinity to Esh Winning than with Cornsay Village and Colliery.   
 
There is a perceived higher level of deprivation on the estate than in the 
rest of the Parish and with the more affluent nature of the surrounding 
villages in Cornsay Ward, deprivation is often obscured with the 
consequence that Hamsteels is often over-looked as a site of need.  Lower 
level of car ownership on the estate, than in the other settlements of the 
Parish, goes someway to indicate this disparity.  A further indicator is the 
amount of children accessing free school meals at Hamsteels school 32.8% of 
pupils are eligible as opposed to 25.6% across the county.  
 
The Parish also incorporates a number of outlying farms.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Foot and Mouth Crisis 
 
The Parish was very badly affected by the foot and mouth epidemic.  The 
disease directly affected some of the farms in the area and their cattle 
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were destroyed.  The remaining farms were placed on restricted movement 
notices and their cattle were also eventually culled to prevent spread of 
disease.  
 
Whilst all farms were eligible for compensation, the compulsory purchase 
orders caused a time delay in the restocking of animals.  It has taken three 
years to fully restock the farms, although one farmer has chosen to retire 
rather than restock. 
 
The impacts of the crisis are long-term and not only affected the farming 
industry but all small businesses in the rural countryside.  With the closures 
to local footpaths, there were fewer visitors to the area, which had a 
negative impact on Public Houses, shops, Bed and Breakfast businesses etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Population Structure of Cornsay Parish 2001 
 

Age range Number Percentage 
0 – 9 150 13 % 
10 – 17 148 13 % 
18 – 24 95 8 % 
25 – 44 350 30 % 
45 – 64 262 22 % 
65 – 84 157 13 % 
85 + 22 2 % 
Total 1184  

(Data provided by Derwentside District Council) 
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Community Services and Facilities in the Parish 
 
Overall, the settlements within the Parish are seen as having good 
community spirit and newcomers have stated they have been made to feel 
very welcome.  However, there appears to be little community spirit across 
the Parish as a whole as residents of each settlement feel little affinity with 
the other communities of the Parish.   
 
• Churches 

There are no churches or places of worship within the Parish.  People 
access churches outside the Parish namely St. John’s in Quebec, St. 
Paul’s at Waterhouses, Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs, St. Michael’s and 
the Baptist and Methodist churches in Esh Winning. 

 
St. Mary’s Church in Esh Winning regularly runs a weekly club for senior 
citizens that is available to residents of Cornsay Parish. 

 
• Community Centre 

Hamsteels Estate has 

the only community 
centre within the 
Parish.  The centre is 
a hive of activity and 
provides a range of 
activities, hosting 
several groups that 
meet there regularly.  
In addition to the 
regular groups run 
from the centre, it 
also hires rooms out to 
groups and 
individuals.  
 

 
 

There are plans to introduce a 4 terminal ICT facility in Hamsteels 
Community Centre, three of which are funded through a grant from the 
Northern Rock Foundation and the fourth provided by British Telecom.  
There will be two additional computers, from the Pathfinder Project, 
supported and financed by Durham County Council.  Computer courses 
are available within the Community Centre. 

 
Derwentside District Council run a Housing Surgery in the Centre 
between 10am and 12 noon on alternate Wednesdays.  The District 
Councillor also runs a surgery on alternate Wednesdays 12 noon to 1pm, 
although he is available to be contacted at any time. 
A successful Luncheon Club for elderly people, run by volunteers, 
operates from the centre every Tuesday offering subsidised lunches for 
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over thirty people.  There is also a coffee morning every other 
Wednesday. 

 
Derwentside Community College are interested in running taster courses 
for residents to assess interest in a variety of activities 

 
• Community Groups 

The Hamsteels Community Centre hosts a range of groups, including the 
Parish Council, the Community Association, bowling club, line dancing 
group and regular bingo evenings. 

 
There is also a pigeon fliers club within the Parish. 

 
Cornsay Colliery has a Neighbourhood Watch scheme and a Residents 
Association. 

 
Whilst Hamsteels Estate had a detached youth worker for three months 
over the summer of 2003 youth provision is generally lacking. 

 
• Community Information 

There are community notice boards in the window of Hamsteels 
Community Centre and in the local shops.  Cornsay Colliery has notice 
boards in the Royal Oak pub and post office and in Cornsay Village it is 
in the local public house, the Black Horse.   

 
Cornsay has a community newsletter that is produced by the Residents’ 
Association for Cornsay Colliery. 

 
The community no longer receives the local newspaper, the Durham 
Advertiser.  

 
• Policing 

Cornsay Parish falls within the Lanchester Section of the Northern 
Division of Durham Constabulary.  It is covered by 24 hour policing for 
reactive incidents, from Lanchester and Consett and also falls within 
the Community Policing system as part of the Lanchester Rural Beat.  
PC 1161 Patterson currently fills the post of Community Police Officer.  
He liaises with the local community and attends Parish meetings to 
report on local issues.  Concerns raised include speeding complaints, 
rural crime and community safety. 

 
• Parish Council 

Cornsay Parish Council history can be traced back to the late 1800’s 
though it was probably responsible for only two or three small hamlets.  
Coal mining shafts were sunk throughout the Deerness Valley and the 
winning of coal at Esh gave the new village its name.  It was built to 
house the workers who came from different parts of the country and 
indeed other countries, to mine the coal.   
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Documents held by Durham County Council show that the Parish Council 
then took on responsibility for the new village.  One of its main 
responsibilities was for street lighting and the Parish Council paid 
Hamsteels Colliery the princely sum of £50.17s.6d.  As all of the houses 
were owned by the Colliery, rates were paid by the company and 
docked from miners’ wages.  The Parish also paid to Lanchester Union in 
respect of a Poor Rate and for buildings and agricultural land.  
Subsequently Lanchester Rural Council and later Derwentside District 
Council became the Local Authorities for the Parish area, taking over 
many tasks of the Parish Council. 
 
The potential for Regional Government could mean that at least one 
tier of Local Government may be lost.  The suggestion by the County 
Council, if adopted, will mean that the boundaries will be rationalised 
and in all probability the Hamsteels Estate will become part of the 
Durham District.  The Parish Plan will then need to become part of the 
Esh Winning Plan. 

 
• Leisure Facilities 

Hamsteels Estate has a play area and a football pitch with 2 sets of 
goals; however, the football pitch is on a slope.  There are also basic 
play areas in Cornsay Village and Cornsay Colliery.  The play areas are in 
poor condition overall and are seen as in need of upgrading. 

 
There are several footpaths throughout the parish and also a cycle track 
at Esh Winning.  There is a well-maintained walk from Cornsay Colliery 
to Hedleyhope. 

 
There is no cinema in the area, and whilst there are 2 theatres in 
Derwentside District, direct transport is not available.  Derwentside has 
a leisure centre, Deerness Valley, but again there is no direct transport 
from the Parish.   

 
As noted above, there are public houses in Cornsay Colliery, the Royal 
Oak, and in Cornsay Village, the Black Horse.  There are no public 
houses on the Hamsteels Estate. 
 
There is also a naturist colony in Cornsay Village, which was founded in 
1952.   

 
• Work and Employment 

There is not sufficient employment in the parish for all who live there, 
with most residents having to travel to reach places of work.  This 
means that issues relating to transport are of central importance to the 
residents of the Parish. 

 
The relocation of four local businesses, including Deerness Fencing, 
which employed a number of local people, has had a severe detrimental 
impact on the already ailing local economy.   
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Local employers include Broadgate Farm, a gardening business, Wynn 
Construction, a civil engineering business based in Cornsay Village, 
Ridley Engineering, a steel working business based in Cornsay Colliery. 

 
• Education 

Children from the parish attend a variety of schools in and around the 
local area.  There are no Roman Catholic schools within the Ward; the 
schools attended are Esh Laude Primary and St. Leonard’s 
Comprehensive. 

 
• Hamsteels Primary School 

Hamsteels Primary School was built in 1974 to replace the school at 
Cornsay Colliery.  The catchment area for the school is Hamsteels 
Estate, Cornsay Village and Cornsay Colliery, with the school acting a 
feeder school for Deerness Comprehensive.  The school has 63 children 
on the register and the last results for Key Stage 2 children at Level 4 
are English: 91, Maths: 91, Science: 100.  The last Ofsted report1, 1999, 
deemed that the overall quality of teaching is good and that pupils 
make good progress throughout their time at the school. 
 
The potential for out-of-school activities or use as a community school 
is limited due to lack of resources and staff, although there is an 
activities club on a Wednesday evening and a breakfast club.  The 
school would welcome parent helpers to listen to children read and help 
in the activity club.   
 
The lack of nursery provision in the school means that many local pre-
school children use the nursery at Esh Winning Primary.  This means 
that these children then stay within Esh Winning School, thus reducing 
the numbers attending Hamsteels.  To address this, a ‘Friends of the 
School’ group is one potential area for development that has been 
suggested. 
 

• Esh Winning Primary School 
Esh Winning Primary is attended by some of the children from 
Hamsteels Estate, particularly those who have accessed the nursery at 
Esh Winning Primary.  Many residents on the Hamsteels Estate feel an 
affinity to neighbouring Esh Winning rather than the Cornsay ward, 
which impacts on school provision by again reducing the numbers that 
attend Hamsteels Primary.   
 
The school has 232 pupils and a further 57 who attend part-time in the 
nursery.  The last Ofsted report2, 2002, stated that Esh Winning Primary 
is a ‘very effective school, with many very good and excellent features’.  
The quality of teaching is good and pupils attain well above average 
standards in English, mathematics and science (Ofsted 2002). 

 

                                            
1 www.ofsted.gov.uk 
2 www.ofsted.gov.uk  
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• SureStart Programme 
The SureStart programme covers 6 villages, the closest to Cornsay being 
Esh Winning. The aim of the programme is to provide support to 
children 0-4 years and their parents through a variety of educational 
initiatives. Because of the proximity of Esh Winning to the Hamsteels 
Estate, residents there are able to access its any SureStart services 
provided there.  The Hamsteels primary school has also been used as a 
base to provide a SureStart initiative called Calabash Kids, which is a 
new music programme for children 0-4 years and their parents. 
 

• Deerness Comprehensive 
Deerness Valley Comprehensive is the main secondary school attended 
by young residents.  It is a small mixed school with 702 pupils and also 
hosts a LEA resource facility for pupils with moderate learning 
difficulties and physical difficulties.  The percentage of pupils who are 
eligible for free school meals and the percentage of pupils who hold 
statements of special educational needs are both above the national 
average. 
 
The Ofsted report3, 1999, deemed that standards at the school were not 
high enough and that results in Key Stage 3 and GCSE examinations are 
well below national averages.  However, the report also pointed out 
that the school was improving and all of those involved had worked hard 
to improve.   
 
The improvements continue and the school is rapidly moving forward.  
The students are achieving success and the school has gained national 
recognition in leading the way across the country in vocational 
education.  They have DfES Pathfinder Status through the school’s 
innovative programme for all students, in partnership with key 
employers ‘The Esh Group’.  This programme ensures that through 
focussed training and effective teaching and learning, the students 
develop high quality study and employability skills.   
 
Academic standards have risen dramatically from 22% of students in 
2002 to 33% of students in 2003 achieving 5 A*-C passes at GCSE.  The 
year 9 SATS results have shown tremendous improvement at the higher 
levels, 5+ 2002 English 40%, Maths 40% and Science 48%, 2003 English 
69%, Maths 61% and Science 64%. 
Deerness Valley Comprehensive also runs volunteer opportunities for its 
pupils to support the local community. 
 

• Training and Learning 
There are no colleges within the Parish, with the closest further 
education establishments being New College Durham, Derwentside 
Community College in Consett and Durham Gilesgate Sixth Form based 
in Durham City.   

                                            
3 www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Deerness Valley Comprehensive runs IT classes for parents as well as a 
wide variety of other courses both at the college and as outreach in 
communities.  Other courses available have already been outlined 
elsewhere in this report. 
 
The Parish does not have a static library, but there is a mobile service 
that visits the area once a week. 

 
• Health Facilities 

There are no GP’s practices located in the Parish, with residents 
accessing surgeries and health facilities in other areas.  For example, 
the residents of Hamsteels Estate use services in Esh Winning.  The 
nearest Accident and Emergency is at Durham University Hospital over 
seven miles away. 
 
The Primary Care Trusts are seeking to develop healthcare programmes 
and services available to communities.  A key issue for people on the 
Hamsteels estate is that whilst they live in the Derwentside area, their 
main health services in Esh Winning are funded via the Durham Primary 
Care Trust, due to the location of the main practice, rather than the 
Derwentside Primary Care Trust Trust.  The consequence of this is that 
there is no consultation with residents on health service developments, 
nor is there information provided regarding these, within the area.   

  
• Public Transport 

Respondents state that they feel the bus service is reasonable but not 
always reliable; frequently scheduled buses do not arrive. There is a bus 
service to Durham every 20 minutes, run by the Arriva bus company, 
operating up until 11.20pm.  The Northern bus company run an hourly 
service to Newcastle, which goes via Cornsay, Langley Park and Chester-
le-Street.  The only buses to go to Consett and Stanley are privately 
owed.  These run alternate Thursdays but are often full by the time 
they reach the Parish.  School buses are provided in term time and the 
area also has a local taxi service. 

 
Other Features 

 
• In the most rural areas of the Parish there are now several equestrian 

oriented businesses that were once part of a large farm. 
 

• There is a millennium garden in Cornsay Colliery. 
 

• There is a wildlife walk from the Royal Oak public house in Cornsay 
Colliery to the Moorcock at the edge of Hedleyhope Common 
developed by the Residents Association with Durham County Council. 
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• There are currently proposals for a nature reserve on Hedleyhope 
Common (Tow Law Fell).  It is proposed that the Wildlife Trust will 
manage it in association with other partners. 
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Section 3:  Results of the Community Consultation 
 
Cornsay Village  
 
There was a very low return rate from Cornsay Village, with only 3 
questionnaires returned. This section therefore cannot be claimed to be 
fully representative of the views of residents in the village and only 
represents the views of the 3 households that completed and returned the 
questionnaire.  For this reason, only the main points raised will be 
mentioned. 
 
Overall, the respondents seemed very happy with life in the village. 
 
Two of the respondents would like to see more accommodation in the 
village, notably houses, and in particular, starter homes. 
 
The reasons given for not taking up further education or accessing learning 
environments were the lack of transport as well as the feeling that there is 
nothing of interest offered.  One of the respondents however would be 
interested in IT classes. 
 
With regard to the economy of the area, one of the respondents would like 
to see a Post Office open in their community and another feels that opening 
the Black Horse for lunchtime meals would attract more people to the 
village. 
 
Two of the respondents are happy with healthcare provision available to 
them. Suggested improvements were for local exercise classes to be made 
available, the establishment of a community nurse and transport to make it 
easier for people to access services outside the village. 
 
With regard to crime, all three respondents felt safe in the community and 
there was no interest in starting up a Neighbourhood Watch scheme.  The 
biggest safety concern is traffic speeding through the village. 
 
It would seem that overall, respondents were relatively happy with the 
public services provided for them.  Of these public services, the following 
had one response indicating dissatisfaction: street cleaning, street lighting, 
grass cutting and maintenance of open spaces.   
 
All of these residents liked the appearance of their village.  However, one 
person expressed concern at plastic bags, food and syringes being thrown 
out of passing cars and two people pointed to fly tipping in the surrounding 
country lanes and the top of the road leading from Cornsay to Square House 
Farm. 
 
All three would use recycling facilities if provided. 
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All three of the respondents use the local footpaths and bridleways, 
however, one person thinks that they are not as well maintained or 
accessible as they could be. 
 
The lack of a community centre within the village has also been noted and is 
put forward as the reason for the three respondents not using any 
community facilities.  A specific study would have to be carried out to 
assess the support for the establishment of a community facility in the 
village as this is not possible here due to the lack of returns.  Two of the 
residents would like more information about what is going on in the village, 
particularly via a community newsletter, which may indicate there is 
support for village events. 
 
Two residents stated that they do feel an affinity with Derwentside District, 
although one resident does not feel this same sense of belonging. 
 
Only one of the respondents were aware of the services provided by the 
Parish Council, and due to an issue with a footpath on the Village Green, 
this respondent was not happy with the services provided by the Parish 
Council. 
 
 

“Cornsay is a lovely place to live.” 
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Cornsay Colliery  
 
Of the questionnaires issued to Cornsay Colliery, 28 were returned.  The 
finding contained in this section therefore represents the views of these 
households and not the whole population of the village. 
 
Housing in the Community 
 
Only 5 (18%) respondents want to see additional housing stock within 
Cornsay Colliery.  Of those, preference was expressed, in order of priority, 
for - private housing, rented housing, cheaper starter homes for younger 
residents, rented bungalows for people with specific needs and executive 
homes.  As 17 (61%) respondents do not want further development it 
indicates that they are quite happy with the size and character of the 
Colliery as it is. This is also supported by 21 (75%) people who thought a 
reasonable range of property prices, to suit all potential homeowners, 
already exists. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Education and Training 
 
Cornsay Colliery does not have any schools within the village and therefore 
the children have to travel to surrounding areas to access education.  Those 
who responded to the survey said their children attended a variety of 
schools in the area: the primary schools attended are Esh Primary, Esh 
Laude RC Primary and Hamsteels Primary, secondary schools are Fyndoune 
(Sacrison), St. Bede’s (Lanchester) and St. Leonard’s (Durham City).  All the 
respondents are happy with the schools attended by their children.   

 
 

32



 
With regard to travelling to school, of the 8 households responding to this 
question, 3 (38%) families use the local bus, 4 (50%) families use their car 
and one family (13%) uses more than one method of travel to school.  
Walking is not an option for the local children because of the distance to 
the nearest school.  For those who travelled by public transport there was a 
reasonable percentage that were able to access after school activities 
although a high percentage of respondents did not answer this question. 
 
Few households responded to the question regarding barriers to accessing 
training.  Of those that did, responses indicated that the most common 
reasons for not engaging in a learning environment is that they felt there 
is: - 

• nothing of interest offered in the area (3 respondents) 
• lack of transport (1)  
• carer/childcare responsibilities (1). 

 
Some respondents would be interested in the provision of evening classes or 
other training opportunities in arts, crafts, history, IT, music and courses 
relating to organic gardening, environment, recycling info, etc. 
 
 
Shopping and Economy 
 
Seventeen respondents (61%) thought that there was adequate shopping 
facilities in the local area and 14 (50%) felt banking provision was adequate.  
However, respondents identified the following additional facilities they 
would like to be made available locally: - 
 

• local produce,  
• a takeaway,  
• a hardware/gardening store,  
• a bank,  
• a clothes/shoe shop, 
• a café,  
• a general dealer and  
• a butchers. 

 
It was commented that the post office is a valuable asset to the village and 
every effort should be made to retain it.   
 
Developments and ideas to attract more tourism to the area were: - opening 
a coffee shop/tea shop, more signed walks and cycle ways, nature walks, 
improving the local park, introducing tennis courts and having access to a 
swimming pool.   
 
It was noted that the respondents feel that the village is beautiful and 
already attracts tourists.  
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None of the respondents were interested in setting up their own business. 
Health Services 
 
Twenty-one respondents (75%) were happy with the level of healthcare 
provision that is available for the local community, respondents would like 
to see a local GP surgery, a well woman/man clinic and alternative 
medicine, for example, homeopathy and yoga. 
 
Other services which people felt were needed in the area are summarised in 
the following graph: 
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Crime and Safety 
 
The majority (24 respondents, 86%) thought the community was a safe place 
to live and 89% said they support the local Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. 
 
The only identified area of concern regarding safety was the issue of 
speeding traffic through the village.  It appears particularly acute for people 
with young children and for drivers pulling out onto the busy main street.  
The following suggestions were made to improve safety: - 
 

• A village policeman 
• Improved village boundary speed limit signs 
• Speed calming measures  
• Less traffic 
• More considerate drivers 

 
Whilst some traffic calming measures have been developed, some 
dissatisfaction remains. 
 
As noted in Section 2, the area does however have an appointed officer. 
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Traffic and Road Safety 
 
Issues identified with traffic and road safety in the area were: - speeding, 
which is the most frequently mentioned issue, too much traffic, parking 
(especially on the footpaths), parked and unloading HGVs and the danger to 
drivers pulling onto the main road due to its speeding traffic and parked 
cars. 

 
Suggestions to improve traffic and 

road safety were: - erecting a sign 
at the bottom of the bank to 
indicate children playing, clearer 
speed signs, police speed checks, 
speed calming measures, speed 
cameras and a Zebra crossing. 
 
 
 

Public Services 
 
The following table shows how satisfied the respondents of the survey were 
with the provision of local services.   
 
 

Service Satisfied Not 
satisfied 

Don’t 
Know 

Did not 
answer 

Refuse collection 93 % 7 % 0 % 0 % 

Street cleaning 53 % 36 % 7 % 4 % 

Street lighting 89 % 0 % 4 % 7 % 

Grass cutting 75% 25 % 0 % 0 % 

Maintenance of open 
spaces 54 % 39 % 4 % 4 % 

Pavements 64 % 29 % 4 % 4 % 

Roads  75 % 14 % 4 % 7 % 

Council repairs 32 % 21 % 32 % 14 % 

 
 
The results show that, overall, respondents are happy with local public 
services.  The services that provoked higher levels of dissatisfaction are 
maintenance of open spaces, street cleaning, pavements and grass cutting. 
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“Could we not employ a local person on a part time 
basis to keep the village litter free, cut the grass verges 

and tend the public flower pots.” 
 
Recreation and Leisure 
 
Of people who responded to the questionnaire, 50% (14) thought that there 
were enough recreational facilities within easy reach, whilst 29% (8) did not. 
 
Suggested improvements to recreational activities included: - 
 

• A local walks pamphlet  
• An up-to-date children’s park  
• Cleaning up of the dog fouling 
• Grass cut more regularly 
• Motorbike track 
• More youth facilities 
• Cinema within easy reach  
• Transport to main recreational facilities 

 
One of the children at the Family Fun Day community event said: - 
 

“I wish there was a moto X track in the area, then me and my 
brother could ride our bikes on it.” 

 
 
This is a picture of the track he would like to see. 
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Cornsay Colliery does not have a Community Centre although people do use 
Quebec Village Hall and would like more information as to the activities 
available in that venue.   
 
Suggestions for encouraging the use of the local facilities are firstly, that 
people using the playground should be aware that they should tidy up once 
they are finished and secondly that there should be more information 
available detailing activities in the area. 
 

“In Cornsay Col iery play area, a goal post and net l  
 has been erected by local residents - this has 

 increased the number of younger people using the play 
area 

 by a considerable number. 
 This is one example of a little expenditure 

 encouraging children 
 to use the one facility we have.” 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Environment 
 
The respondents to the survey said that Cornsay Colliery is a lovely place to 
live and 21 households (75%) are happy with the appearance of their 
community.  The only things that are seen as spoiling this as noted by one 
respondent are: 

‘the speeding vehicles and the lack of 
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facilities for younger members of the village.’ 
 
Twenty-five the responding households (89%) use public footpaths or 
bridleways in their local area, 13 (46%) think that they are well maintained 
and accessible although 10 (36%) disagree with this. 
 
There are issues of litter on the road between Cornsay and Esh Winning.  
Dog fouling is an issue on the public paths, the park area and at the woods 
at the bottom of the village.   
 
The areas affected by fly tipping are located mainly on the outskirts or 
outside the village and have been noted as: - 
 

• The road between Cornsay Colliery and the Hamsteels Estate 
• The road between Cornsay and Esh Winning 
• The gravel heap at the top of Cornsay bank 
• The road past Fell Cottage to Tow Law  
• The fells towards Tow Law 

 
Other issues identified by the residents are focused on footpaths being 
inaccessible for pushchairs and wheelchairs.  The reasons put forward for 
this centre around cars parked on pavements and the poor condition of 
some footpaths, bridleways and pavements (notably opposite the public 
house). 
 
Twenty-five responding households (89%) said they would use recycling 
facilities if they were provided within the local community.  
 
 
Employment 
 
Respondent’s opinions reflect the lack of locally available employment and 
the reasons for the high levels of people who are forced to travel out of the 
local area to find work.  Only 5 (18%) think that there are sufficient job 
opportunities in the local area, 11 (39%) think there is not and 12 (43%) 
either do not know or did not answer.  Nearly half (46%) think there is a 
need for more local information on jobs or training.   
 
Whilst 1 (4%) responding household thought that lack of childcare prevents 
them from taking up employment, 3 (11%) said that lack of transport was 
their main barrier to employment, emphasising again the importance of 
public transport in rural areas to local people, particularly those on low 
incomes or those who have experienced a period of unemployment and who 
cannot afford private transport.  Disability is another area identified as 
preventing people from accessing employment. 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
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Seventeen (61%) respondents want more information about what is going on 
in their local community, nearly half (46%) think there is a need for more 
community notice boards and 14 (50%) think there is a need for a community 
newsletter.  Seven responding households see a need for a central 
advice/information office (25%) and 8 for a community computer facility 
(29%), although this is still a relatively high level of support for such 
facilities.    
 
Half of the respondents are happy with the library provision.  However, they 
want to see a wider selection of books and different times for the library to 
come to the village, i.e. lunch times, after 5pm and weekends. 
 
Under half of the respondents (46%) feel a sense of belonging to the District 
of Derwentside, with 10 (36%) categorically stating that they do not feel 
that Cornsay Colliery is considered to be part of the District. 
 
Whilst 11 (39%) of respondents are aware of the Parish Council and the 
services it provides, 14 (50%) are not.  Of those who are aware of the role of 
the Parish Council, 73% are happy with the services that it provides.   
 

“What I value most in Cornsay is the Post Office, 
we do not want to lose it.” 
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Hamsteels Estate  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Housing in the Community 
 
Of the 76 people who responded to the survey, 26 households (34%) want to 
see more housing in the community, whereas 24 (32%) did not, with 30 (39%) 
of all respondents believing there is a reasonable range of property prices to 
suit all potential homeowners.  The extra housing that people want are (in 
numerical priority): sheltered / warden controlled accommodation, rented 
bungalows for special needs, cheaper starter homes, rented housing, private 
bungalows for special needs, private housing and executive homes.  
 
In addition to the suggested housing above, it has been noted that it would 
be beneficial to have a nursing home in Esh Winning. 
 
Education and Training  

 
The primary schools 

children attended are 
Hamsteels Primary School 
(shown here) and Esh 
Winning Primary, whilst 
older pupils attend 
Deerness Comprehensive, 
Durham Johnstone and St. 
Leonard’s RC in Durham 
City.   
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Of the 13 households answering this question 10 families (77%) were happy 
with the school that their children attend and several comments supported 
the excellent service provided by local schools.  However, reasons given for 
dissatisfaction by the 3 (23%) who are unhappy are: - 
 

• The opinion that a greater discipline is needed 
• The lack of a nursery at Hamsteels Primary 
• The expense of raffle tickets, trips, coffee mornings, etc, 

and the impact this has on people on low incomes 
• The standard of education received. 

 
Again, 13 households answered the question regarding transport to school.  
The children of 5 of those households (38%), walk to school, 4 (31%) 
households use the bus, 1 family (8%) goes by car, 1 (8%) by taxi and 2 
households (15%) use more than one method to travel to school.  For those 
families who travel by public transport, the children of 3 families (23%) are 
able to access after school activities. 
 
Few people (16) answered the question regarding accessing training.  
However, 9 (56%) of these stated that there is nothing of interest in the 
area.  Out of 18 respondents 14 (78%) cited lack of transport to reach 
centres of learning as their problem. 9 respondents are unable to take up 
learning opportunities because of carer/childcare responsibilities. 
 
When asked what evening classes or other training opportunities residents 
would like to see in their local area, the main areas of interest were art, 
crafts, car maintenance, childcare, IT and woodwork. 
 
 
Shopping and Economy 
 
Over half (58%) of the respondents to the survey think that the area has 
adequate shopping facilities.  However, 22 respondents (29%) disagree with 
this.  In response to the question regarding banking, 31 (41%) considering 
this facility adequate in the locality compared to 34 (45%) who disagreed. 
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There were many other facilities that the people who responded to the 
survey suggest they would like to see in their local community.  These 
include, in order of priority, a clothes/shoes shop, hardware/gardening 
store, café, video rental, supermarket, post office, take away, bakery, 
hairdressers, butchers, laundrette, electrical goods shop, pub, a cash 
machine,  fishmonger, bank, chemist, drapery, opticians, charity shop, and 
somewhere to buy computer goods. 
 
The area would benefit from a regular bus service that would provide 
greater access to surrounding villages and to the main shopping areas. 
 
One person is interested in setting up his or her own business, although they 
have not specified what kind of business they are interested in. 
 
Suggestions for developments that could attract tourists included: - 
 

• More accessible bridleways 
• Cleaning up the estate and brightening up the area with 

flowers (e.g. hanging baskets and tubs) 
• Providing a café/restaurant and toilets 
• Supervised children’s play area 
• An Industrial Museum (e.g. mine and brick works) 
• Facilities for ramblers and walkers, including cleaning up the 

river 
• Maintaining paths/cycle ways and guided walks 
• Maintaining local roads 
• Providing a sports centre  
• A new community hall   

 
 
 

“I would like to see a Credit Union in this 
area” 

 
 
Health Services 
 
Over a third of respondents (39%) are happy with the level of healthcare 
provision that is available to their community, whilst 21 (28%) are not.  
There is a feeling that the local G.P surgery is not of an adequate size to 
cope with the number of people who use it and this in turn makes it difficult 
to make appointments at short notice.   
 
People in Hamsteels would like a variety of additional health services made 
available, with transport to services outside the local area, summarised by 
the following graph: - 
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In addition to these services, some people commented that the area is also 
in need of a dentist and an optician. 
 
 
Crime and Safety 
 
With regard to crime, 47 (62%) think the community is a safe place to live, 
whilst 17 (22%) disagreed with this.  Despite this relatively high figure of 
people who thought the community was not a safe place to live, only half 
said they would support a local Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. 
 
In terms of areas where people did not feel safe, several people commented 
on any areas where the teenagers hang around in groups, especially at 
night.  This especially included the local park, by the shops and the local 
bus stop.  Lack of street lighting made certain areas unsafe, especially the 
outlying areas of the estate, i.e. the bridge by the swings, by the school and 
walking back from Esh Winning at night. 
Suggestions to make the area safer were: - 
 

• Local policeman or regular police patrols 

• Better response times by the police 

• Wardens patrolling the estate 

• CCTV cameras 

• More street lighting 

• Improved children’s play facilities including a safer location  

• Having something for the young people to do so they are not 
hanging around causing a nuisance 
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Traffic and Road Safety 
 
Issues identified throughout the consultation process with traffic and road 
safety in the area are: - 
 

• Parked cars (due to a lack of off-street parking) that cause 
   access difficulties for buses and emergency service vehicles 

• Cars parked on footpaths 
• Motorbikes and cars speeding and driving recklessly 
• The main road leading onto the estate, outside the 

   fencing company, is frequently parked with vehicles which  
   obstructs vision making the estate difficult to access  
 

Suggestions to improve road safety include: - 
 

• Better and more speed ramps 
• Off-street parking near to houses for residents 
• More evidence of police cars in the area 
• Maintain roads adequately 
• Double yellow lines at Rowley Crescent 
• Lower speed limit on road from Esh Winning to Cornsay 

Colliery 
• Repair footpaths 
• Provision of suitable crossings 

 
One person further commented on the actual condition of the roads in the 
estate, in that they are full of holes. 
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Public Services 
 
There is a mixed level of satisfaction with other local services, with most 
services (apart from refuse collection) attracting a significant number of 
people who were unsatisfied, as shown in the following table: - 
 

Service Satisfied Not 
satisfied 

Don’t 
Know 

Did not 
answer 

Refuse collection 62 (82%) 5 (7%) 1 (1%) 8 (11%) 
Street cleaning 22 (29%) 46 (61%) 0 (0%) 8 (11%) 
Street lighting 47 (62%) 17 (22% 1 (1%) 11 (14%) 
Grass cutting 35 (46%) 35 (46%) 1 (1%) 5 (7%) 
Maintenance of open 
spaces 

22 (29%) 40 (53%) 2 (3%) 12 (16%) 

Pavements 22 (29%) 41 (54%) 1 (1%) 12 (16%) 
Roads  23 (30%) 37 (49%) 0 (0%) 16 (21%) 
Council repairs 26 (34%) 22 (29%) 12 (16%) 16 (21%) 

 
This highlights the high levels of dissatisfaction the residents of the 
Hamsteels Estate feel about many basic local public services, which is 
particularly at variance with the other communities of the Parish.  The 
service residents are most unhappy with is street cleaning, with a large 
proportion (61%) of residents showing their dissatisfaction.  This is then 
followed by over half of the respondents being unhappy with the condition 
of pavements and the maintenance of open spaces.   
 
This table further reinforces the differences between the communities 
within the Parish and demonstrates how the problems of under-resourced 
communities can be obscured when such communities are located within a 
wider picture of more affluent communities. 
 

“We don't want to be forgotten after all we have to 
live here.” 

 
“Help with gardens for the elderly or single parents to 

help maintain them.” 
 
 

Recreation and Leisure 
 
With regard to leisure and recreational facilities, 59% of respondents do not 
feel that there is enough within easy reach of the Hamsteels Estate, whilst 
25% of respondents are satisfied with local facilities.  Suggested 
improvements to recreational facilities include: - 
 

• A more suitably located playing field for the children with an 
improved play park for all ages and a better football pitch 
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• A sports centre with a swimming pool or free transport to 
existing ones 

• After school clubs 
• Cleaning up the rubbish on the estate, especially near the 

iron bridge 
• Prevention of dog fouling on the current play area 

 
Whilst just under a quarter of responding households using the Hamsteels 
Community Centre on a weekly basis, 6 (8%) use it every month and a 
further 7 (9%) making an annual visit.  The chart shows that a large number 
(33 respondents, 43%) do not use their local community centre at all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 
incre
 

 
Barr
com
 

suggestions put forward to encourage people to use the facilities and 
ase the numbers using the Community Centre are: - 
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• Activities for all ages and groups (including weekends and 
school holidays) such as darts, dancing and pool 

• A luncheon club for the elderly 
• A playgroup for the under 3’s 
• Sport and leisure activities 
• A bar 
• A youth group 
• Coffee mornings 
• Local courses, for example, painting, sewing, photography 

and exercise 
• Regular social and entertainment evenings with a bar 
• Jumble sales 

iers that prevent people from accessing local recreational and 
munity facilities are: - 

• Disability 
• Lack of transport 
• Fear of going out at night 
• Unsafe play areas (broken glass, vandalism, etc) 
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• Lack of facilities 
• Lack of information 
• Lack of activities 
• Insufficient people interested in organising activities   

 “It’s just getting enough able-bodied people interested in 
organising something for everyone” 

 
 

 
 

“Because of age and arthritis I cannot enjoy some of the 
facilities such as going for walks, which I used to do a great 

deal of.” 

“I am 91 years old and I find it difficult to get the bus but it 
would be good if they could arrange days out to say the park 

and I would be willing to pay.” 
 
In order to overcome these obstacles, the following suggestions have been 
put forward: - 
 

• More information as to what is available, possibly via a 
newsletter 

• More activities and groups based upon suggestions from 
residents, for example, a playgroup 

• Better transport 
• A new community centre 
• More volunteers to run the Community Centre so that it can 

open more often and at different times 
• More people to get involved organising activities 
• Improve security on estate 

 
“Hamsteels community centre is for the use of young and old.  I 

would like to see more use of it for the young during school 
holidays” 

 
Environment 
 
Interviews suggest many people like living on the estate and some new 
residents have said that they have been made to feel welcome.  However, 
only 12 respondents (16%) are happy with the appearance of the estate and 
nearly half (36 respondents, 47%) are not, which reflects the findings set out 
in the section of this document that relates to public services. 
 
There is a general feeling that the estate needs some attention, particularly 
with respect to litter, dog fouling and vandalism, and that some areas need 
more attention than others, for example, near the Community Centre, the 
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shopping area next to the community centre, the bus stop, the phone box, 
the iron bridge, the local school, Hamsteels riverbank, the play area and 
Western Avenue.   
 
As well as tidying up the Hamsteels Estate in general, there are several 
buildings and areas the community identified as being in need of attention.  
These are: the Community Centre, the shopping area, housing stock is in 
need of repair and modernisation, some local gardens, the park and 
surrounding area and the iron bridge.    
 
Of the respondents, 51 (67%) households use public footpaths or bridleways 
in their local area but only 25 (33%) think that they are well maintained.  
There are several restricted areas for people with push chairs, disabled 
people and elderly people, identified as being: the iron bridge at the 
bottom of the park, public transport and cars parked on pavements 
throughout the estate. 
 
Some people think that fly tipping near the beck besides the park, near the 
entrance to the estate and along the main road is an issue that needs to be 
addressed. 
 
Recycling facilities would be used by 64 (84%) responding households if they 
were provided. 
 

“It would be nice to have some hanging baskets on lamp posts 
and maybe some ornamental trees on the grass sides of the 

Willow Road.” 
 
 
Work and Employment 
 
Only 2 respondents (3%) think that there are sufficient job opportunities in 
the local area, with a large majority, 49, (64%) thinking there is not.  Over 
half (55%) think there is a need for local information on jobs or training.   
 
When asking about barriers to employment, a varying number of 
respondents answered the questions in this section.  Of the 76 
questionnaires returned, only 17 answered the question regarding childcare.  
Of these, 8 respondents stated that the lack of childcare caused problems in 
taking employment but for 7, it did not.  19 people answered the question 
regarding loss of benefits as a barrier to taking employment and 9 of these 
identified it as a problem, whilst 8 did not.  Of 20 answers, 10 identified 
poor public transport as a barrier to employment whilst 8 felt that this was 
not an issue. 
 
Several of the respondents are retired but one suggested he use some of his 
time to help sort out the vandalism in the area, a fact which demonstrates 
the willingness of residents to become volunteers for issues they feel are 
important. 
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Miscellaneous 
 
Of the respondents to the questionnaire, 53 (70%) want more information 
about what is going on in their local community, over half want to see more 
community notice boards (57%) and 47 (62%) would be interested in a 
community newsletter.  There is also a demand for a central 
advice/information office (47%) and a 34 (45%) would be interested in using 
a community computer facility with broadband Internet access; a facility, 
which is now in the process of being installed at the Community Centre.  
New residents in particular, have expressed a need for more information 
about local activities. 
 
Less than half of the respondents (42%) are happy with the library provision, 
the nearest being in Esh Winning.  Improvements respondents would like to 
see made to this provision relates to more information about the library and 
its opening times, with some respondents who would like to see a static 
library with a larger selection of books. 
 
Only 18 (24%) respondents felt they were part of Derwentside District, 
something that is mentioned frequently by residents.  There is a feeling that 
the District Council does not care about the people of Hamsteels Estate and 
that they are always last on the list of District Council priorities.  It appears 
that there is a feeling of neglect by the local authority as they are on the 
edge of the District of Derwentside, lying closer to Durham City Council 
jurisdiction than to the larger towns of Derwentside.  There is some concern 
that, despite paying the same levels of council tax as Stanley and Consett, 
there is nowhere near the same level of services, facilities and amenities 
available to them; many of theses facilities are simply out of the reach of 
residents on the Hamsteels Estate.  As has been mentioned previously, many 
residents feel a closer affinity to Esh Winning that is under the control of 
Durham City Council, with 24 (32%) of responding households saying they 
would prefer to be part of Esh Winning, whilst 20 (26%) wanted to remain 
part of Cornsay.  
 

“As the original residents on this estate came from
Hamsteels, why don't we call it Hamsteels instead of 

Esh Winning.” 

 

 
Only 20 (26%) of responding households are aware of the Parish Council, and 
the services it provides, whilst 42 (55%) are not.  Thirty-two households 
answered the question, which asked whether they are happy with the 
services provided by the Parish Council.  Of these, 11 (32%) stated they are 
and an equal number said they are not, 12 didn’t know. 
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Section 4:  Young People 
 
 
Throughout the survey, the fact that there is not enough for children and 
young people to do and the lack of activities directed towards them is a 
major issue that has been repeatedly identified.  This was especially 
focused on younger children and young teens to 18 year olds.  Many of the 
respondents want to see more activities provided for young people, with 
play areas improved, youth clubs provided and access to the swimming 
baths. 
 
From February to June 2003, the Derwentside Detached Youth Project 
undertook a survey of young people who lived in rural areas.  Young people 
from the Hamsteels Estate were involved in this and what follows is an 
exact copy of the findings of the survey from these young people as 
presented by the Rural Detached Youth Project. 
 
Results of Hamsteels Young Person’s Community Survey Courtesy of the 
Derwentside Rural Detached Youth Project 
 
11 young people were involved in completing this community survey.  The 
young people answering this survey were aged between 13 and 17 years and 
were of mixed gender.  They were living in the Hamsteels and Esh Winning 
area, however one young person was from Bearpark. 
 
Housing  
 
72.72% of young people asked said that there was no need for extra housing 
in their village, 18.18% said that they were unsure about the need for extra 
housing within the village. 
 
Education and Training 
 
63.63% of the young people involved in the survey were attending Deerness 
Valley Comprehensive School, 18.18% were attending Framwellgate Moor 
School, 9.09% were attending New College Durham and 9.09% were 
attending Impact alternative education programme.  Those attending New 
College Durham and Impact said that they were happy at these education 
establishments.  50% of those attending Framwellgate Moor School said that 
they were happy there.  50% of those attending Framwellgate Moor School 
said that they travel by bus and the remaining 50% said that they travel by 
car.  71.42% of those attending Deerness Valley Comprehensive School said 
they are unhappy there.  One person attending Deerness Valley said that 
they walk there while the remaining young people said that they catch the 
school bus.   
 
36.36% of the young people asked said that they could reach after school 
activities by public transport, 45.45% said that they were unsure whether 
they would be able to reach after school activities using public transport.
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Shopping 
 
45.45% of the young people asked said that they were happy with the shops 
available in their village, 9.09% said that they were unsure.  Suggestions for 
new shops and businesses within the area included a clothes shop and more 
takeaway food outlets, this being the most popular suggestion. 
 
Health Services 
 
45.45% of young people asked said that they were unhappy with the 
healthcare services that are available in their community.  One was 
unhappy with length of time it took to get an appointment at the doctor’s 
surgery.  
Other services which young people felt were needed in the area are 
summarised in the following graph: - 
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Crime and Safety 
 
36.36% of young people asked said that they felt their village was an unsafe 
place to live in, 36.36% said that they were unsure.  Answers to which 
places they felt unsafe included the main street, the Oaks and Fir Terrace.  
Suggestions to make the village a safer place included more police and a 
police station. 
 
Traffic and Road Safety 
 
When asked if there were any problems with traffic in the village the only 
answers given were speeding and parking outside Deerness Fencing (which 
has closed since this survey was conducted).   
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Transport 
 
When asked if the current public transport services are adequate for their 
needs, 45% said they are whilst the majority (55%) disagreed.  81% of the 
young people said that they would use public transport more regularly if it 
were improved. 18% of respondents said the services are not adequate for 
people with particular requirements (e.g. young people, elderly, disabled).  
All of the young people asked said that they usually use the bus to get into 
town, however 45.45% said that they sometimes get a lift by car into town. 
 
Young people pay between 98 pence and £3.10 (return) and the journey 
into town could take between 15 and 45 minutes.  90.90% said that they 
feel safe using public transport. 
 
Recreation and Leisure 
 
When asked if there are enough recreational facilities in the village 81% of 
young people said that there weren’t.  45% said that the village needs a 
new football pitch; the only other suggestion was a new park.  The majority 
of young people answered that they never use a youth centre as they don’t 
have one locally however only one respondent said that they did. 
 
The bar chart below depicts how the young people answered when asked 
what additional activities they would like to see in a youth centre or youth 
club: - 
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Only one young person stated they faced difficulties, which prevented them 
from using the local recreational facilities, and suggested that the abolition 
of age restrictions would solve this. 
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Youth Provision 
 
When asked if they would like a youth club in the area, 54% said yes and 
18% said they were unsure.  The bar chart below shows which evenings they 
would prefer if there were provision. 
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Environment 
 
When asked if they were satisfied with the way their village looks 54% of 
the young people said they are and 9% answered that they were unsure.  
Areas that were suggested as needing repair or maintenance included The 
Oaks and the Majestic building.  36% of young people asked said that there 
is a problem with litter in their village, 36% said they were concerned by 
vandalism and 45% mentioned animal fouling, particularly on the football 
field.  When asked if there were any areas that have restricted access for 
disabled people the only answer was on the grass. 
 
63% of young people asked said that they use public footpaths/bridleways 
and 36% thought that they are well looked after; 36% were unsure. 
 
Work and employment 
 
When asked if there are plenty of opportunities for jobs in the area, 45% 
said no and 27% said that they were unsure.  45% of those asked said that 
they thought there should be somewhere that one can access information 
regarding jobs and training available in the area.  When asked if they felt 
they would easily be able to travel to work using public transport if they 
needed to, 54% said they would and 18% said that they were unsure. 
 
Police 
 
 
The majority (45%) of young people thought that the police provide 
sufficient support in the area whilst 27% said that they were unsure.  
However, 81% of young people stated that they would not like to an 
increase of police in the area; the remaining 18% said that they were 
unsure.  When asked if they felt they could approach the police if they 
needed to speak to them, 45% answered no and 27% said they were unsure.   
 
Other 
 
Some young people (45%) felt they were not kept informed about relevant 
activities etc. in the village but 18% said that they were unsure.  The 
majority (63%) felt that their school could bridge this gap.  When asked if 
they felt their local libraries facilities were good enough, 36% felt they were 
not and some suggested an increase in the number of computers; 36% said 
that they were unsure.    
 
18% of young people stated said that there should be more notice boards in 
the village, 36% said that there should be a newsletter for young people, 9% 
said that there should be an information office and 63% said that there 
should be a community computer facility. 



Section 5:  Transport Survey 
 
 
In every settlement in the Parish, the most frequently owned form of 
transport is a car, with the bicycle being the second most popular in 
Hamsteels Estate and Cornsay Colliery.  In Cornsay Colliery and Cornsay 
Village all responding households owned some form of transport, unlike the 
15 households from Hamsteels Estate who did not own any form of transport 
whatsoever.  This may reflect the rural nature of the Colliery and the 
Village, which have very few services within the communities, and a car is 
essential to reach amenities elsewhere, whereas, the Hamsteels Estate is 
located on the edge of a larger settlement which provides many services 
within a reasonably close proximity.  However, this figure also reinforces 
the economic differences between settlements within the Parish. 
 
Of the 28 responding households in Cornsay Colliery, 46 residents hold a full 
driving licence; similarly, 6 residents from the 3 responding households of 
Cornsay Village and 50 residents from the 76 responding households from 
the Hamsteels Estate own a full driving licence 
 
Cornsay Colliery and Hamsteels Estate have several forms of public transport 
that operate in or around their local area, namely, buses, taxis, community 
transport minibuses and access buses, whilst Cornsay Village did not identify 
any forms of transport at all for their local area.   
 
Most of the respondents from all areas said when they access public 
transport they would travel on their own, 5 (2 respondents from Cornsay 
Colliery and 3 from the Hamsteels Estate) said they regularly travelled with 
an assistant/carer and 9 people stated that they do not travel at all.   
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The following bar chart details the modes of transport used and how often 
respondents use each type: - 
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As would be expected, the most frequently used is private transport, 
however, a considerable number of respondents use the buses on at least a 
monthly basis.  It must also be noted all forms of transport outlined in the 
study are used at least twice a week by some respondents.  The least used 
forms of transport are taxis and trains, which is hardly surprising considering 
the lack of branch lines throughout the county. 
 
Disability makes it difficult for 17 people to use public transport, whilst 5 
respondents with long-term sickness have difficulties in using public 
transport.  Only 1 respondent stated that concerns for safety made it 
difficult for them to use public transport.  Further difficulties in using public 
transport were identified as lack of easy access buses, cost, lack of seat 
belts and child seats on buses, no transport available in the area and an 
infrequent service.  On Hamsteels Estate, they feel that they avoid the bus 
stop, and therefore put off from using the bus service, because of the young 
people who hang around the bus shelter. 
 

 
 

58



The following table details how many respondents have been prevented 
from engaging in various activities due to a lack of transport: - 
 

 Cornsay 
Colliery 

Cornsay 
Village 

Hamsteels 
Estate 

Parish 
 Total % 

Taking a job 1 0 5  6 % 
Attending a doctors / 
hospital appointment 2 2 12  15 % 

Collecting medication 1 2 6 8 % 
Shopping 3 1 13 16 % 
Using sports / leisure 
facilities 5 1 10 15 % 

Meeting family / friends 5 1 10 15 % 
 
This suggests that a lack of transport prevents a relatively large proportion 
of the residents of the Parish from engaging in a variety of necessary 
services, activities and facilities.   
 
The following table details the improvements, which respondents feel would 
encourage them to generally travel more: - 
 

 
Cornsay 
Colliery 

Cornsay 
Village 

Hamsteels 
Estate 

Parish 
Total % 

Nothing 11 1 14 24 % 
Increased access to 
private transport 0 0 3 3 % 

Reduced traffic 
congestion  4 0 7 10 % 

More public transport 
services 6 1 28 33 % 

Safer roads 3 0 9 11 % 

Improved pathways 5 0 17 21 % 

More cycle lanes 4 0 5 8 % 

Less local crime 0 0 7 7 % 
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The following table details what improvements to public transport need to 
be made before the respondents utilise the services more: - 
 

 
Cornsay 
Colliery 

Cornsay 
Village 

Hamsteels 
Estate 

Parish  
Total % 

Nothing 8 0 10 17 % 
Better / modern 
buses 2 0 10 11 % 

More frequent 
services 7 0 16 21 % 

More reliable buses 4 1 24 27 % 
Cheaper fares 8 0 36 41 % 
Tickets transferable 
between operators 3 0 21 22 % 

Improved bus stops / 
shelters / bus 
stations 

1 0 26 25 % 

More bus stops 
nearer my home 0 1 9 9 % 

Better travel 
information 1 0 15 15 % 

A passenger assistant
on buses 0 0 5 5 % 

 
As can be seen from this table, the improvement most would like to see is a 
reduction in fares, followed by more reliable buses, improved bus stops and 
a more frequent service.  Additional comments suggested the fitting of child 
seats and seat belts to public buses. 
 
2 respondents from Cornsay Colliery said they would consider volunteering 
for a driving scheme, 1 would consider being a community mini-bus driver 
and 1 a walking bus for a school escort.  The response from Hamsteels 
Estate showed that 3 people would consider volunteering as part of a 
walking bus or a school escort scheme. 
 
 



Section 6: Key Issues for Cornsay Village, Cornsay Colliery and 
Hamsteels Estate 

 
 
On the whole, people like living within the Parish although each area had several 
key issues. 
 
Cornsay Village 
 
Key issues that the residents raised as part of the consultation process are as 
follows: 

• There has been a request for an increase in more affordable starter homes 
for younger residents. 

• Transport issues centred on access to services available outside of the local 
area. 

• There was some interest for potential evening classes or other training 
opportunities to be made available in the local area, particularly in relation 
to a computer class. 

• Respondents would like to see the provision of Post Office services within 
the Village.   

• Speeding traffic through the village was a major issue for community safety. 

• Environmental issues concentrated on the throwing of rubbish from cars and 
fly tipping in the surrounding country lanes. 

• Respondents expressed a desire for more information about what is going on 
in their local community and neighbouring villages. 

• Respondents support the provision of local recycling facilities. 
 
 
Cornsay Colliery 
 
Key issues that the residents raised as part of the consultation process are as 
follows: 

• The respondents would like to see more non-vocational courses provided 
within the community and a wider range of learning opportunities available. 

• The importance of post office was stressed, as this was a vital service to the 
area. 

• Overall happy with health provision and services but would like to see more 
localised outreach services (such as community nurse and more exercise 
opportunities) and alternative therapies available.  More accessible 
transport to services outside the community has also been requested. 

• Speeding traffic was identified as the only issue that affected community 
safety.  This problem was highlighted through out the survey. 
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• Public footpaths and bridleways are much used facilities however 
respondents feel that they are in need of attention, particularly in relation 
to disabled and pushchair access. 

• Key areas for improvement to local public services have been highlighted as 
the maintenance of open spaces, street cleaning, pavements and grass 
cutting. 

• Respondents would like to see an increase in local recreational 
opportunities for all ages. 

• Respondents have requested more information as to what is going on in the 
Colliery and neighbouring communities, particularly in relation to 
community activities and employment information. 

• The key environmental concerns regarded litter, dog fouling and fly tipping.  
There is a great deal of support for additional recycling opportunities to be 
developed locally. 

• There is the potential for an increase in a wide range of tourism 
opportunities in the local area.  A range of suggestions has been put forward 
to support this. 

 
 
Hamsteels Estate 
 
Key issues that the residents raised as part of the consultation process are as 
follows. 
 

• Overall, respondents are happy with the schooling their children received 
but they want to see nursery provision on the estate and an increase in out-
of-school activities. 

• There were a variety of suggestions made regarding evening classes and 
other training opportunities.   

• There are requests for additional health facilities, both through current 
healthcare providers in Esh Winning but also new facilities to be made 
available within the community, for example, a community nurse and 
exercise classes. 

• Most people feel relatively safe in community but feel some can feel 
intimidated by the anti social behaviour exhibited by a minority of young 
people.  However, there is an acceptance of a lack of facilities for young 
people. 

• Overall, respondents were not satisfied with the public services provided by 
Derwentside District Council.  This is reflected in the fact that many 
respondents are not happy with the general appearance of the estate, with 
vandalism and fly tipping specifically highlighted. 

• Lack of adequate parking on the estate was seen as a key problem. 

• Speeding and parked traffic on the main road were highlighted as areas of 
concern. 
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• Most respondents wanted better recreation facilities (particularly the 
football field and children’s play area) and social activities for all ages, as 
well as an increase in accessible and affordable transport to existing 
recreational opportunities outside the local area. 

• Dog fouling on the play area is a major problem. 

• Local people wanted to see an improvement to local public transport to 
access a variety of services not available locally.  Current service levels 
impact adversely on access to employment opportunities.  These 
improvements centre on: - 

o Cheaper fares 
o More reliable and frequent buses 
o Improvements to bus shelters. 
 

• Lack of childcare provision has been highlighted as a barrier to employment 
for a large percentage of respondents. 

• More information has been requested for a number of issues, such as 
employment and training opportunities, healthcare facilities, community 
activities and general information about the local area. 

• There is support for recycling facilities amongst respondents. 

• There is support amongst both older and younger residents for the provision 
of appropriate young peoples’ activities. 

 
The survey results of the Rural Detached Youth Project highlighted a range of key 
issues for young people.  Many of the same issues were also highlighted by 
respondents of the household survey and are incorporated into the key issues 
above and the main body of this document.  Issues put forward by the young 
people were very similar to those proposed by adults, therefore involving young 
people in the development of community projects and services should incorporate 
the views of the younger residents. 
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Supplementary Planning Guidance 
 
One aim of the Countryside Agency’s Vital Villages programme is to provide 
information to Local Authorities through the production of Parish Plans in relation 
to proposed or potential local changes, which should be incorporated into the 
Authority’s Local Plan. 
 
In Derwentside, the Planning Department of the District Council was consulted 
regarding the preparation of the household questionnaire to ensure that 
appropriate and relevant questions were being asked which could influence the 
Local Plan. 
 
The information received was that the Planning Department take into 
consideration all Community Appraisals and Parish Plan documents to assess any 
points of relevance to the future Local Plan for the district.  Further, that there 
were no specific direction regarding the questionnaire. 
 
This part of the document will outline any relevant outcomes of the community 
consultation and future actions incorporated in the Parish Council’s action plan, 
which may affect future planning issues. 
 
This section will outline the issues raised by respondents in Cornsay Colliery and 
Hamsteels only, as there were too few respondents from Cornsay Village however, 
those who did respond, highlighted similar issues. 
 
 
Housing  
 
Cornsay Colliery - The majority of respondents do not wish to see any further 
housing development and feel there is a reasonable range of property prices. 
 
Hamsteels – There was almost an equal negative and positive response to the 
question of more housing.  The greatest number supporting any housing 
development wanted to see sheltered/warden-controlled accommodation. 
 
 
Shopping 
 
Cornsay Colliery – There is local concern that the Post Office remains open as a 
vital community facility.  Residents also feel it is important to continue to develop 
tourism opportunities. 
 
Hamsteels – There is a need for an improved bus service to allow access to 
shopping facilities.  Again, residents feel strongly about the development of 
tourism opportunities. 
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Health 
 
Cornsay Colliery and Hamsteels - The key issue, relevant to planning guidance, is 
in respect of increased transport to additional healthcare services. 
 
Traffic and Road Safety 
 
Cornsay Colliery – The key safety issues here relate to speeding traffic, for which 
local people would like to see a range traffic calming measures and speed 
restrictions implemented. 
 
Hamsteels – Again, there are issues relating to speeding traffic and a need for 
increased car parking areas. 
 
 
Crime and Safety 
 
Cornsay Colliery – The issue is in relation to speeding traffic. 
 
Hamsteels – Issue of relevance, in this section, to planning guidance, is the need 
for an improvement in street lighting. 
 
 
Public services 
 
Cornsay Colliery and Hamsteels – The main areas of concern to residents of both 
communities are the amount of open spaces, street cleaning, condition of 
pavements and grass cutting. 
 
 
Recreation and Leisure 
 
Cornsay Colliery – Whilst residents are generally happy with recreational facilities, 
there is a need for improved transport to facilities outside the community. 
 
Hamsteels – Issues for recreation are in relation to an improvement in the facilities 
available particularly the play park are and community centre. Improvement of 
transport is also an issue. 
 
 
Environment 
 
Cornsay Colliery – The key issue of potential relevance to supplementary planning 
guidance are in relation to improved access to country paths/ walks for disabled 
and pushchair access. Fly tipping and dog fouling are highlighted as main 
environmental problems. 
 
A great majority would also welcome recycling facilities. 
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Hamsteels – The majority of respondents are unhappy with the general appearance 
of the estate and most would welcome the improvement of walks and bridleways. 
As with Cornsay Colliery, fly tipping and dog fouling are problems and there is a 
need for recycling facilities locally. 
 
 
Work and Employment 
 
For both communities, the key issue of relevance is that the lack of appropriate 
transport is a barrier to employment for some residents. 
 
 
Transport 
 
Public transport is a key issue for the ward and relates to the need for increased 
access to a range of leisure facilities, service provision and employment 
opportunities. 
 
 
Education 
 

• Hamsteels – Respondents identified a need for nursery provision, preferably 
as part of the primary school, as well as an increase in out-of-school 
activities. 
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Section 7:  Action Plan 
 
The Parish Plan consultation process has proved very successful in providing the 
views of residents on a wide range of issues, and inviting suggestions for 
improvement of services, facilities and life in the community generally.  
 
No consultation process, however, would be complete without the development of 
an action plan to highlight the key projects, which the consulting body are keen to 
address in conjunction with other agencies, organisations and service providers. 
 
The action plan was developed at a meeting of the Parish Council, with District 
and County Council representatives, as well as agencies and service providers, who 
can support the development of projects. 
 
As can be seen in the action plan overleaf, the actions for priority have centred on 
the following: - 
 

• Better co-ordinated health provision 
• Speeding traffic 
• Football field development 
• Environmental improvements 
• Provision of information 
• Recreational activities 
• Nursery provision 
• Young people 

 
There is no doubt that the development of projects to address these issues will go 
a long way in restoring local people’s confidence in service providers. 
 
There are other issues such as fly-tipping and public transport, which will be taken 
by the Parish Council to the ward-wide South Derwentside Rural Partnership, to be 
addressed at a more strategic level, as these concerns are echoed in the two other 
Parishes within the ward. 
 
The issues affecting young people has been viewed, by the Parish Council, as the 
key area for development because the lack of facilities and opportunities for young 
people, within the area, has additional consequences for the community which 
affect many residents. 
 
The Parish Council and Community Association will champion a positive approach 
to developing a programme of support for the young people of the Parish. 
 
The actions listed in the following action plan are not placed in any order of 
priority. 



CORNSAY PARISH ACTION PLAN 
 

 

Key Issue Identified Responses needed  Parish Council Responses Other Responses Key Organisations 
HEALTH 
 
Health out reach services 
need to be extended, in 
particular a Community 
Nurse 
 
 
 
Prescription Problems  
 
 
 
 
Existing service provision 
seems to be effected and 
limited by the nature of the 
Primary Care Trust (PCT) 
boundaries with the parish 
being located in 
Derwentside Primary Care 
Trust area but delivered by 
the PCT for Durham and 
Chester-le-Street 
 

 
 
• PCT’s need to develop more 

responsive services which 
better address the needs of 
the parish e.g. continued 
support for developing the 
planned taster sessions 

 
• PCT’s Addressing the 

problems caused by the new 
repeat prescription system 

 
 

• Needs extended provision of 
information from Durham 
PCT to include their 
registered patients who 
reside out of the prescribed 
area 

 
• Consultation with residents 

 
 
• Draw up a list of concerns in 

preparation for the meeting 
 
• To invite representatives of the 

two Primary Health Care Trusts 
and The Medical Group, in 
particular from Esh Winning 
Surgery, to discuss increased 
public involvement in service 
planning and also to resolve the 
specific issues raised in this 
section 

 

 
 
• District Councillor 

to write letter of 
invitation, with the 
support of the 
Chair of the PC, to 
the 
representatives 
mentioned in the 
adjacent column 

 
 
• Derwentside 

Primary Care Trust 
• Durham Primary 

Care Trust 
• Parish Council 
• The Medical Group 

(incorporating Esh 
Winning Sugery) 

 
 
 



Key Issue Identified Responses needed  Parish Council Responses Other Responses Key Organisations 
CRIME AND 
COMMUNITY SAFETY 
 
Dangerous speeding traffic 
on main roads  

 
 
 
• Awareness raising signs at 

the entrance to the village 
(including showing the 
number of accidents 
occurring) to encourage 
motorists to slow down 

 
• The potential for other traffic-

calming measures could be 
assed 

 
 

 
 
 
• Gather statistics on accidents in 

the areas concerned 
 
• Contact and involve organisations, 

councillors and local people in a 
Parish Council or Ward 
Partnership Meeting to discuss the 
issue with the aim of producing 
signs, encouraging enforcement 
and considering other measures 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
• Police Dept  
• County Council 

Highways 
Department 

• Local and District 
Councillors 

• Local people 
especially those 
affected or involved 
in accidents 

• Community Support 
Team 

INFORMATION 
 
There is limited 
information, on a wide 
range of subjects, readily 
available  

 
 
• Assess feasibility of forming a 

Community Information Point, 
possibly in the Community 
Centre 

 
• A new notice board is needed 

in Cornsay Village 
 
• Promote and improve use of 

the Post Office windows in 
Cornsay Colliery 

 
• Promote and improve use of 

the Community Centre in 
Hamsteels for posting 
information posting 

 
 

 
 
• Promote information availability at 

Community Information Point 
• Provide information in identified 

locations 
• Liaise with CVS re funding 

possibilities 
• Work with South Derwentside 

Rural Partnership on production of 
newsletter to enable sharing of 
information between different 
Parishes.  Seek volunteer/s to 
create it and also assess 
alternative options for distribution 
e.g. delivery, placing in shops etc 

• Assess potential for requesting 
specific info is published in DDC 
Newsletter in short term  

 
 
• Community 

Association to 
provide staff for 
centre sessions 

 
• CVS to assess 

provision in non-
Neighbourhood 
Renewal Fund 
areas 

 
• Probation Service 

(Community 
Service) – may be 
able to provide 
assistance with 
delivery of 
newsletter 

 

 
 
• Parish Council 
• Community 

Association 
• CVS  
• Probation Service 
• South Derwentside 

Rural Partnership 
•  Derwentside 

District Council 



Key Issue Identified Responses needed  Parish Council Responses Other Responses Key Organisations 
RECREATION AND 
LIESURE 
 
Football field slopes, has a 
drainage problem and is 
generally in need of 
improvement 
 

 
 
 
• The football field either needs 

work to level it and to rectify 
the drainage problem or it 
needs relocating 

 
 
 

 
 
 
• Parish Council to monitor progress 

of City Council.  To consider 
addressing this with Marie Moore 
and the Community Association If 
problems arise 

 
 
 
• Durham City 

Council are 
currently 
considering an 
alternative site 

 
 
 
• Durham City 

Council 
• Parish Council 
• Community 

Association 
• Derwentside District 

Council 
The need for additional 
activities and training 
locally 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Taster courses in a range of 
subjects 

• Wider promotion of existing 
activities needed 

• Assess provision of taster courses 
across whole area, including 
Cornsay Village and Cornsay 
Colliery 

 
• Be involved in promotion of new 

courses and existing activities 

 • Parish Council 
 
• Derwentside 

College 
 
• Community 

Association 
 
• Learning and Skills 

Council 
NURSERY PROVISION 
 
Concern about the level 
and availability of Nursery 
provision 

 
 
• Promotion of need for 

nursery provision with 
relevant organisations 

• Increase availability to parent 
and toddler groups 

• Research possibility of 
eventual provision at 
Hamsteels Primary School 

 
 

 
 
• Parish Clerk (EC) to assess 

Surestart provision in Esh Winning 
and possibilities for extending 
these 

 
• Assess potential impact of primary 

school closure on nursery 
provision 

 
• Make organisations aware of the 

need for Nursery provision and 
discuss ways forward 

  
 
• Surestart 
 
• County Council 
    Education Dept 
 
• Community Support 

Team 



 
 

 

Key Issue Identified Responses needed  Parish Council Responses Other Responses Key Organisations 
ENVIRONMENT 
 
The need to address Dog 
Fouling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Address the issue of litter 
 
Encourage a general ‘tidy 
up’ of the area including 
raising awareness in the 
community 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
• Provision of new dog waste 

bins in various sites including 
near the school and football 
pitch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Provide new litterbins and 

assess the potential of talking 
ones to encourage children to 
use them 

 
• Involve the schools in 

activities to promote the 
areas appearance, including 
cleaning up the area 

 

 
 
• Discuss new dog waste and litter 

bins with District Council  
 
• Discuss involvement in a joint 

publicity/awareness raising 
exercise on dog fouling and litter 
with City Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Parish Council to liaise with the 

schools to encourage their 
involvement 

 
 
• Marie Moore to 

inform District 
Council of the 
concerns and 
assess potential 
funding sources 

 
• Marie Moore to 

request poop 
scoop bags are 
made available at 
the Housing 
Surgery sessions 

 
• County Councillor 

(JA) to make initial 
approach to the 
schools to discuss 
joint work on an 
environmental 
tidy-up 

 
 
• Parish Council 
 
• County Councillor 
 
• Derwentside District 

Council  (Dog 
Enforcement 
Officer) 

 
• DDC (Housing 

Officer) 
 
• Derwentside District 

Council  
 
 
• Schools 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Key Issue Identified Responses needed  Parish Council Responses Other Responses Key Organisations 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
To develop a programme 
of support for young people 
 
 
 
 

 
 
• Assess the potential for the 

development of a programme 
of support for young people 
following the Detached Youth 
Report 

 

 
 
• Hold a meeting with key agencies 

which support young people 
 
• Assess the potential for young 

peoples projects 
 
• Initiate development of identified 

projects and funding applications 

  
 
• Education in the 

Community 
 
• Rural Detached 

Youth Project 
 
• District Council 
 
• County Council 
 
• Community 

Association 
 
• Parish Council 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Appendix i 
 
 
 

 
Household Questionnaire 

 
 

 
    

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Appendix ii 
 
 
 

 
Transport Questionnaire  

 
 
 



 
 
 

Transport 

T1. Please specify how many of each type of the following methods of 
transport your household owns. 
 

Type No Type No Type No 
None  Bicycle  Car  
Motorbike  Van  
 
T2. How many people in your household hold a driving licence? 
 

Type No Type No Type No 
A full driving licence  A provisional licence  A full motorbike 

licence 
 

No licences  
 
T3. What type of public transport operates near your home? (please tick) 
 
Bus  Train  Taxi  
Community transport 
minibus 

 Access Bus (dial a ride)  

 
T4. If using public transport, how do you travel? (please tick) 
  
I travel on my own  I travel with an assistant 

/ carer 
 I do not travel  

 
T5. How often do you travel? (please tick) 
 
Travel method Daily Only at 

weekends
Twice 
a week 

Once a 
month 

Less Never 

Private transport       
Bus       
Train       
Taxi       
Access Bus       
Community transport 
Minibus 

      

Bicycle       
Walk to destination       
 

 
 
 



T6. Does any of the following make it difficult for you to use public 
transport?  

 
Disability  Long term sickness  Concerns about safety 

at stops 
 

 
Other (please 
specify)…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
T7. Has the lack of transport ever prevented you from any of the following?  
 
Taking a job  Attending a doctors / 

hospital appointment 
 Collecting medication  

Shopping  Using sports / leisure 
facilities 

 Meeting family / 
friends 

 

 
T8. Which of the following would encourage you to travel more?  
 
Nothing  Increased access to 

private transport 
 Reduced traffic 

congestion 
 

More public transport 
services 

 Safer roads  Improved pathways  

More cycle lanes  Less local crime  Other (specify below)  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…… 
 
T9. Which of the following would encourage you to use public transport 
more?  
 
Nothing  Better / modern buses  More frequent services  
More reliable buses  Cheaper fares  Tickets transferable 

between operators 
 

Improved bus stops / 
shelters / bus stations 

 More bus stops nearer 
my home 

 Better travel 
information 

 

A passenger assistant 
on buses 

 Other (specify below)  

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…… 
 
T10. Would you consider being a volunteer for any of the following? (please 
tick) 
 
Driver for a volunteer 
driving scheme 

 Co-ordinator for a 
volunteer driving service

 Walking bus for 
schools escort 

 

Community transport 
minibus driver 

 Cycling project co-
ordinator 
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Young People’s Survey 
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Parish Council Contact List 

    

 
 
 



Parish Council Contact List 
 
 
 
Barbara ARMSTRONG 
 

44 Commercial Street,  
Cornsay Colliery,  
Co. Durham 
DH7 9BW 
 

Jane CHESTON 
 

25 Valley Drive,  
Esh Winning,  
Co. Durham 
DH7 9LT 
 

Rosemary CLAYTON 
 

29 Valley Drive, 
Esh Winning, 
Co. Durham 
DH7 9LT 
 

Ethel CUMMINGS 
(Clerk to the Parish Council) 

30 Bracken Court,  
Ushaw Moor,  
Co Durham 
DH7 7NE 
 

Kathleen Mary DUGGAN 
 

23 Briardene, 
Esh Winning,  
Co. Durham 
DH7 9LZ 
 

Francis Sydney DUGGAN 
(Chair of the Parish Council) 

23 Briardene, 
Esh Winning,  
Co. Durham 
DH7 9LZ 
 

Rhoda MAKEPEACE 
 

16 Rowley Crescent, 
Esh Winning,  
Co. Durham 
DH7 9LL 
 

Rachel Alice PEARSON 
 

32 Burnside, 
Esh Winning,  
Co. Durham 
DH7 9NA 
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CORNSAY PARISH PLAN 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 
Introduction  The Parish in Context 
 
Cornsay Parish  
 
This document sets out the Summary of the Parish Plan for Cornsay Parish, which 
includes the communities of: 
 

• Cornsay Village; 
• Cornsay Colliery; and 
• Hamsteels Estate. 

 
Cornsay Parish is one of the three Parishes that make up Cornsay Ward, the other 
two Parishes being Satley and East Hedleyhope. 
 
The South Derwentside Rural Partnership is a ward-wide regeneration partnership 
comprising of representatives from all three Parishes. 
 
 
 
       Cornsay Parish   Satley Parish  East Hedleyhope  

     Cornsay Village             Parish 
     Cornsay Colliery 
     Hamsteels Estate 
 
 

 
 
Cornsay Ward  

  (South Derwentside Rural Partnership) 
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SECTION 1 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
CORNSAY WARD  
 
Two-tier Authority Derwentside District Council 

Durham County Council 
 

Population 1625 
 

Overall Rank in IMD 2000 1942 (out of 8414) 
In the top 23% most deprived nationally (see 
section below) 
 

Economic history Coal mining/Agriculture 
 

Households without a car 27% (national figure 27%) 
 

Unemployment Rate 4% (2001) 
 

 
 
Index of Multiple Deprivation 
 
The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) is a list of the 8414 wards in England which 
are listed in priority order to show how deprived each ward is in comparison to the 
others. 
 
The comparisons are made on a variety of issues (called ‘domains’) which includes 
income, employment, health, education, housing and access to services such as 
post offices.   
 
In the IMD, the lower the number of the National Rank, the more deprived an area 
is in relation to that issue.  For example, if a ward is ranked as 1, then that is the 
most deprived ward in England in relation to that issue; if it is ranked as 8414, 
then it is the least deprived ward. 
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Domain National Rank 

(out of 8414, where 1 
is the most deprived 

ward) 

National % Position 

Health 1528 18% 
Access to Services 1588 19% 
Child Poverty 1594 19% 
Employment 1799 21% 
Income 2016 24% 
Housing 2180 26% 
Education 5714 68% 
OVERALL POSITION 1942 23% 
 
With an overall figure of 23% (1942 out of 8414), Cornsay Ward therefore falls into 
the top 25% of most deprived wards nationally.   
 
CORNSAY PARISH 
 
A Short History of Cornsay Parish 
 
The village of Cornsay is about three miles South of Lanchester and nine miles west 
of Durham City and its position on a hillside gives the village spectacular views of 
the surrounding countryside.  It is by far the oldest settlement in the Parish, 
predating the arrival of local mining companies and many of the colliery villages 
that sprung up in the near-by area.   
 
An early Ordnance Survey map of 1856 showed that Cornsay was once a large 
wooded area but in 1868 it changed with the establishment of the Colliery on the 
site.  At the height of production the colliery produced over 750 tons of coal and 
coke and provided employment for over 700 men and boys.  The new coal mine 
also meant the construction of housing, in the form of rows of terraced houses, for 
the miners and their families.  These were mostly small brick built houses 
containing one living room with a scullery and two bedrooms.  There were 
exceptions to this, with some of the houses in Hawkshill Terrace having a sitting 
room as well.  
 
Railways were an essential part of colliery life transporting the coal.  Cornsay 
Colliery had two locomotives; ‘The John Owen’, which was built in Wales and ‘The 
Kilmarnock’, built in Scotland.  In around the 1920’s, the first buses arrived in the 
village giving the residents easier access to Esh Winning and Durham.  
 
Cornsay Colliery, in its day, was also a leading brick producer exporting bricks and 
glossy brown sanitary pipes around the world.  The brick and pipe yard produced 
excellent fire clay for making firebricks and refractory shapes.   
 
During the Second World War, the colliery was used as an air raid shelter when 
bombs were being dropped in nearby Quebec in 1940 but thankfully all 300 or so 
people in the shelter survived the attack.  Many men from the Parish lost their 
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lives during the both World Wars; heavy losses were notably sustained at the Battle 
of the Somme, 1916. 
 
The 1930s saw the number of employees at the colliery declining, and by 1950 
there were only 47 people employed at the coalmine.  The pits were finally closed 
by the end of the 1950s. 
 
Pit closure meant the demolition of colliery housing and some residents were 
moved to a new council estate built between Hamsteels and Esh Winning and 
called Hamsteels Estate.  It was purpose built to house families being moved out of 
the former mining villages that had been designated Category D by the 
Government and scheduled for demolition.  This new development changed the 
sense of community, with residents affiliating more closely with the nearer village 
of Esh Winning than with Cornsay Colliery or Village.   
 
Cornsay Parish Today 
 
The Parish today contains a population of 1,184 in 473 households.  Whilst the 
Village and the Colliery are quite similar in size and nature, small picturesque 
settlements of older privately owned property; the Hamsteels Estate is very 
different with its 1950s social housing stock, some of which are now privately 
owned.   
 
There is a perceived higher level of deprivation on the estate than in the rest of 
the Parish and with the more affluent nature of the surrounding villages in Cornsay 
Ward, deprivation is often obscured with the consequence that Hamsteels is often 
over-looked as a site of need.  Lower levels of car ownership on the estate, than in 
the other settlements of the Parish, goes some way to indicate this disparity.  A 
further indicator is the amount of children accessing free school meals, at 
Hamsteels school 32.8% of pupils are eligible as opposed to 25.6% across the 
county.  
 
The Parish also incorporates a number of outlying farms.  Local farms were very 
badly affected by the foot and mouth epidemic, with cattle culled and restricted 
movement notices served.  The after effects of this are still being felt today. 
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The Parish at a Glance 
 
Population 1184 

 
Number of households 473 

 
Housing stock The stock is varied in Cornsay Colliery and Village, 

with traditional terraces but also numerous 
detached properties.  The Hamsteels estate 
comprises almost entirely of 1950s social housing. 
 

Schools servicing Parish Hamsteels Primary School (only school in Parish). 
Esh Winning Primary, Esh Winning. 
Deerness Comprehensive. 
Esh Laude RC Primary, Esh. 
St Leonards Comprehensive, Durham City. 
 

Colleges servicing Parish New College Durham. 
Derwentside Community College, Consett. 
Durham Gilesgate Sixth Form, Durham City. 
 

Library Provision within 
Parish 
 

Mobile Library.  
 

Community centres Hamsteels Community Centre. 
 

Health facilities No health facilities in the Parish. 
Nearest GP in Esh Winning. 
Nearest Accident and Emergency Department in 
Durham City. 
 

Community Groups In Hamsteels Community Centre: 
• Parish Council. 
• Community Association. 
• Bowling Club. 
• Line Dancing Group. 
• Bingo nights. 

Pigeon Fliers Club. 
Cornsay Colliery Neighbourhood Watch. 
Cornsay Colliery Residents Association. 
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Religious Establishments None in Parish. Nearest is St. Cuthbert’s in Satley. 
 

Community information Notice boards in: 
• Hamsteels Community Centre. 
• Local shops. 
• Royal Oak. 
• Cornsay Colliery Post Office. 
• Black Horse. 

Cornsay Colliery community newsletter (Colliery 
only). 
 

Sports / Recreational 
Facilities 
 

Small play area and football pitch on Hamsteels 
Estate and basic play areas in Cornsay Colliery 
and Cornsay Village, all in need of repair. 
Well used wildlife walk between Cornsay Colliery 
and Hedleyhope. 
Several equestrian centres. 
Millenium Garden in Cornsay Colliery. 
 

Policing Falls within Lanchester Section of Northern 
Division of Durham Constabulary. 
Community Police Officer is currently (2004) PC 
1161 Patterson. 
 

Retail, Food and 
Provisions Outlets 

Post office, Cornsay Colliery. 
2 general dealers / newsagents, Hamsteels Estate 
Fish and chip shop, Hamsteels Estate. 
2 Public Houses in Cornsay Colliery and 1 in 
Cornsay Village. 
 

Parish Council Dates back to late 1800s. 
Meets at Hamsteels Community Centre. 
 

Outreach services or 
agencies available 

Sure Start (support for families with children 
under 4), based in Esh Winning with satellite 
projects at Hamsteels Primary. 
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Public Transport Durham City – buses every 20 minutes up to 

11.20pm. 
Newcastle – hourly. 
Consett – privately owned service, operates 
alternate Thursdays. 
School buses provided in term time. 
 

Proposed developments Nature reserve on Hedleyhope Common (Tow Law 
Fell). 

 
 
SECTION 2 RESULTS OF THE COMMUNITY CONSULTATION  
 
A questionnaire was issued to every household in the Parish.  Of these, 3 were 
returned from Cornsay Village, 28 from Cornsay Colliery and 76 from the Hamsteels 
Estate.   
 
The findings contained within this section therefore represent the views of these 
households and not the whole population of the Parish. 
 
A further survey was carried out by the Rural Detached Youth Project with 11 
young people which indicated a range of key issues for young people.  Many of the 
issues raised by the young people were also highlighted by respondents of the 
household survey and are incorporated into the key issues below.   
 
On the whole, people like living within the Parish although each area had several 
key issues. 
 
Cornsay Colliery – Key Issues 
 

• Respondents would like to see more non-vocational courses provided within 
the community and a wider range of learning opportunities available. 

• The importance of the post office was stressed, as this is a vital service to 
the area. 

• Overall, respondents were happy with health provision and services but 
would like to see more localised outreach services (such as community nurse 
and more exercise opportunities) and alternative therapies available.  More 
accessible transport to services outside the community has also been 
requested. 

• Speeding traffic was identified as the only issue that affected community 
safety.  This problem was highlighted through out the survey. 

• Public footpaths and bridleways are much used facilities however, 
respondents feel that they are in need of attention, particularly in relation 
to disabled and pushchair access. 
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• Key areas for improvement to local public services have been highlighted as 
the maintenance of open spaces, street cleaning, pavements and grass 
cutting. 

• Respondents would like to see an increase in local recreational 
opportunities for all ages. 

• Respondents have requested more information as to what is going on in the 
Colliery and neighbouring communities, particularly in relation to 
community activities and employment information. 

• The key environmental concerns regarded litter, dog fouling and fly-tipping.  
There is a great deal of support for additional recycling opportunities to be 
developed locally. 

• There is the potential for an increase in a wide range of tourism 
opportunities in the local area.  A range of suggestions have been put 
forward to support this. 

 
Cornsay Village – Key Issues 
 

• There has been a request for an increase in more affordable starter homes 
for younger residents. 

• Transport issues centred on access to services available outside of the local 
area. 

• There was some interest for potential evening classes or other training 
opportunities to be made available in the local area, particularly in relation 
to a computer class. 

• Respondents would like to see the provision of Post Office services within 
the Village.   

• Speeding traffic through the village was a major issue for community safety. 
• Environmental issues concentrated on the throwing of rubbish from cars and 

fly-tipping in the surrounding country lanes. 
• Respondents expressed a desire for more information about what is going on 

in their local community and neighbouring villages. 
• Respondents support the provision of local recycling facilities. 

 
Hamsteels Estate – Key Issues 
 

• Overall, respondents are happy with the schooling their children received 
but they want to see nursery provision on the estate and an increase in out-
of-school activities. 

• There were a variety of suggestions made regarding evening classes and 
other training opportunities.   

• There are requests for additional health facilities, both through current 
healthcare providers in Esh Winning but also new facilities to be made 
available within the community, for example, a community nurse and 
exercise classes. 

• Most people feel relatively safe in the community but some feel intimidated 
by the anti social behaviour exhibited by a minority of young people.  
However, there is an acceptance of a lack of facilities for young people. 

• Overall, respondents were not satisfied with the public services provided by 
Derwentside District Council.  This is reflected in the fact that many 
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respondents are not happy with the general appearance of the estate, with 
vandalism and fly-tipping specifically highlighted. 

• Lack of adequate parking on the estate was seen as a key problem. 
• Speeding and parked traffic on the main road were highlighted as areas of 

concern. 
• Most respondents wanted better recreation facilities (particularly the 

football field and children’s play area) and social activities for all ages, as 
well as an increase in accessible and affordable transport to existing 
recreational opportunities outside the local area. 

• Dog fouling on the play area is a major problem. 
• Local people wanted to see an improvement to local public transport to 

access a variety of services not available locally.  Current service levels 
impact adversely on access to employment opportunities.  These 
improvements centre on: 

• cheaper fares; 
• more reliable and frequent buses; and 
• improvements to bus shelters. 

• Lack of childcare provision has been highlighted as a barrier to employment 
for a large percentage of respondents. 

• More information has been requested for a number of issues, such as 
employment and training opportunities, healthcare facilities, community 
activities and general information about the local area. 

• There is support for recycling facilities amongst respondents. 
• There is support amongst both older and younger residents for the provision 

of appropriate young peoples’ activities. 
 
 
Section 3  Cornsay Parish Action Plan 
 
Based on the results of the community consultation, an action plan was developed 
at a meeting of the Parish Council, with District and County Council 
representatives, as well as agencies and service providers, who can support the 
development of projects. 
 
As can be seen in the action plan overleaf, the actions for priority have centred on 
the following: - 
 

• Better co-ordinated health provision 
• Speeding traffic 
• Football field development 
• Environmental improvements 
• Provision of information 
• Recreational activities 
• Nursery provision 
• Young people 

 

9  



CORNSAY PARISH ACTION PLAN 
 
 

Key Issue Identified Responses needed Parish Council Responses Other Responses Key Organisations 
HEALTH 
 
Health out reach services 
need to be extended, in 
particular a Community 
Nurse 
 
 
 
Prescription Problems  
 
 
 
 
Existing service provision 
seems to be affected and 
limited by the nature of 
the Primary Care Trust 
(PCT) boundaries with the 
Parish being located in 
Derwentside PCT area but 
delivered by the PCT for 
Durham and Chester-le-
Street 
 

 
 
• PCTs need to develop more 

responsive services which 
better address the needs of 
the parish e.g. continued 
support for developing the 
planned taster sessions 

 
• PCTs addressing the 

problems caused by the new 
repeat prescription system 

 
 
• Needs extended provision of 

information from Durham 
PCT to include their 
registered patients who 
reside out of the prescribed 
area 

 
• Consultation with residents 

 
 
• Draw up a list of concerns in 

preparation for the meeting 
 
• To invite representatives of the 

two Primary Health Care Trusts 
and The Medical Group, in 
particular from Esh Winning 
Surgery, to discuss increased 
public involvement in service 
planning and also to resolve the 
specific issues raised in this 
section 

 

 
 
• District Councillor 

to write letter of 
invitation, with 
the support of the 
Chair of the PC, 
to the 
representatives 
mentioned in the 
adjacent column 

 
 
• Derwentside PCT 
• Durham PCT 
• Parish Council 
• The Medical Group 

(incorporating Esh 
Winning Surgery) 
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Key Issue Identified Responses needed Parish Council Responses Other Responses Key Organisations 
CRIME AND COMMUNITY 
SAFETY 
 
Dangerous speeding traffic 
on main roads  

 
 
 
• Awareness raising signs at 

the entrance to the village 
(including showing the 
number of accidents 
occurring) to encourage 
motorists to slow down 

 
• The potential for other 

traffic-calming measures 
could be assessed 

 
 

 
 
 
• Gather statistics on accidents in 

the areas concerned 
 
• Contact and involve 

organisations, councillors and 
local people in a Parish Council or 
Ward Partnership Meeting to 
discuss the issue with the aim of 
producing signs, encouraging 
enforcement and considering 
other measures 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
• Police Dept  
• County Council 

Highways 
Department 

• Local and District 
Councillors 

• Local people 
especially those 
affected or 
involved in 
accidents 

• Community Support 
Team 

INFORMATION 
 
There is limited readily 
available information on a 
wide range of subjects  

 
 
• Assess feasibility of forming 

a Community Information 
Point, possibly in the 
Community Centre 

 
• A new notice board is 

needed in Cornsay Village 
 
• Promote and improve use of 

the Post Office windows in 
Cornsay Colliery 

 
• Promote and improve use of 

the Community Centre in 
Hamsteels for posting 
information posting 

 
 

 
 
• Promote information availability 

at Community Information Point 
• Provide information in identified 

locations 
• Liaise with CVS re funding 

possibilities 
• Work with SDRP on production of 

newsletter to enable sharing of 
information between different 
Parishes.  Seek volunteer/s to 
create it and also assess 
alternative options for 
distribution e.g. delivery, placing 
in shops etc 

• Assess potential for requesting 
specific info is published in DDC 
Newsletter in short term  

 
 
• Community 

Association to 
provide staff for 
centre sessions 

 
• CVS to assess 

provision in non-
Neighbourhood 
Renewal Fund 
areas 

 
• Probation Service 

(Community 
Service) – may be 
able to provide 
assistance with 
delivery of 
newsletter 

 

 
 
• Parish Council 
• Community 

Association 
• CVS  
• Probation Service 
• SDRP 
•  Derwentside 

District Council 
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Key Issue Identified Responses needed Parish Council Responses Other Responses Key Organisations 
RECREATION AND 
LEISURE 
Football field slopes, has a 
drainage problem and is 
generally in need of 
improvement 
 

 
 
• The football field either 

needs work to level it and to 
rectify the drainage problem 
or it needs relocating 

 
 
 

 
 
• Parish Council to monitor 

progress of City Council.  To 
consider addressing this with 
Marie Moore and the Community 
Association if problems arise 

 
 
• Durham City 

Council are 
currently 
considering an 
alternative site 

 
 
• Durham City 

Council 
• Parish Council 
• Community 

Association 
• Derwentside 

District Council 
The need for additional 
activities and training 
locally 

• Taster courses in a range of 
subjects 

• Wider promotion of existing 
activities needed 

• Assess provision of taster courses 
across whole area, including 
Cornsay Village and Cornsay 
Colliery 

 
• Be involved in promotion of new 

courses and existing activities 

 • Parish Council 
• Derwentside 

College 
• Community 

Association 
• Learning and Skills 

Council 

NURSERY PROVISION 
 
Concern about the level 
and availability of nursery 
provision 

 
 
• Promotion of need for 

nursery provision with 
relevant organisations 

• Increase availability to 
parent and toddler groups 

• Research possibility of 
eventual provision at 
Hamsteels Primary School 

 
 

 
 
• Parish Clerk (EC) to assess 

Surestart provision in Esh Winning 
and possibilities for extending 
these 

 
• Assess potential impact of 

primary school closure on nursery 
provision 

 
• Make organisations aware of the 

need for Nursery provision and 
discuss ways forward 

  
 
• Surestart 
 
• County Council 
    Education Dept 
 
• Community Support 

Team 
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Key Issue Identified Responses needed Parish Council Responses Other Responses Key Organisations 
ENVIRONMENT 
 
The need to address dog 
fouling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Address the issue of litter 
 
Encourage a general ‘tidy 
up’ of the area including 
raising awareness in the 
community 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
• Provision of new dog waste 

bins in various sites including 
near the school and football 
pitch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Provide new litterbins and 

assess the potential of 
‘talking bins’ to encourage 
children to use them 

 
• Involve the schools in 

activities to promote the 
areas appearance, including 
cleaning up the area 

 

 
 
• Discuss new dog waste and litter 

bins with District Council  
 
• Discuss involvement in a joint 

publicity/awareness raising 
exercise on dog fouling and litter 
with City Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Parish Council to liaise with the 

schools to encourage their 
involvement 

 
 
• Marie Moore to 

inform District 
Council of the 
concerns and 
assess potential 
funding sources 

 
• Marie Moore to 

request poop 
scoop bags are 
made available at 
the Housing 
Surgery sessions 

 
• County Councillor 

(JA) to make 
initial approach to 
the schools to 
discuss joint work 
on an 
environmental 
tidy-up 

 
 
• Parish Council 
 
• County Councillor 
 
• Derwentside 

District Council  
(Dog Enforcement 
Officer) 

 
• DDC (Housing 

Officer) 
 
• Derwentside 

District Council  
 
 
• Schools 
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Key Issue Identified Responses needed Parish Council Responses Other Responses Key Organisations 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
To develop a programme 
of support for young 
people 
 
 
 
 

 
 
• Assess the potential for the 

development of a 
programme of support for 
young people following the 
Detached Youth Report 

 

 
 
• Hold a meeting with key agencies 

which support young people 
 
• Assess the potential for young 

peoples’ projects 
 
• Initiate development of identified 

projects and funding applications 

  
 

• Education in the 
Community 

 
• Rural Detached 

Youth Project 
 
• District Council 
 
• County Council 
 
• Community 

Association 
 
• Parish Council 
 
 
 

 



 

Report produced for Cornsay Parish Council by: Durham Rural Community Council’s Community Involvement Unit, 
The Knoll, Granville Terrace, Wheatley Hill, Co. Durham DH6 3JQ 

Telephone: 01429 823067 

Community Involvement Unit 


	Cornsay Parish Plan
	Acknowledgements
	Introduction
	The Consultation Process
	Section 1:Cornsay Parish in the Wider Context
	Section 2:Cornsay Parish
	Section 3:Results of the Community Consultation
	Section 4:Young People
	Section 5:Transport Survey
	Section 6: Key Issues for Cornsay Village, Cornsay Colliery and Hamsteels Estate
	Supplementary Planning Guidance

	Section 7: Action Plan
	Appendix i
	Appendix ii
	Appendix iii
	Appendix iv

	Executive Summary
	Contents
	Section 1: Background Information
	Section 2: Results of the Community Consultation
	Section 3: Cornsay Parish Action Plan
	Cornsay Parish Action Plan




