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BOA’s Featured Titles

Gravity Changes
Stories by Zach Powers
Winner of the BOA Short Fiction Prize

Trouble the Water

Kirkus Reviews has awarded  
the prestigious Kirkus Star 
to Zach Powers for his new  
book Gravity Changes. The 
Kirkus Star is awarded only 
to 10% of all the books 
reviewed by Kirkus, and 
those that receive it are 
automatically considered 
for the $50,000 Kirkus Prize.
The glowing review calls the

collection a “treasure trove of whimsical surrealism,” 
and a “fanciful take on life, love, tragedy, and human  
connection that draws its strength from insight  
instead of artifice.” According to a Publishers Weekly 
review, these “fantastical” stories “bend the laws of 
physics and fiction to leave lasting impressions.”

Poems by Derrick Austin
Winner of the A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize

Chen Chen’s new collection,  
When I Grow Up I Want to Be  
a List of Further Possibilities,  
has received outstanding 
media attention in recent 
months, having made NPR  
Books’s list of “Poetry to Pay  
Attention to: 2017’s Best 
Verse,” and Track Four Jour-
nal’s list of “Ten of the Most 
Anticipated Poetry Collec-

tions by People of Color in 2017.” According to Craig 
Morgan Teicher (author of The Trembling Answers, 2017), 
“this is a deeply serious and moving book about 
Chinese-American experience, young love, poetry, 
family, and the family one makes amongst friends.”  
A poem from the book was also recently published 
in The New York Times Magazine.

Derrick Austin’s Trouble the 
Water has been named a 
finalist for four prestigious  
literary prizes: the 2017  
Kate Tufts Discovery Award 
from Claremont Graduate  
University; the Thom Gunn 
Award for Gay Poetry from 
The Publishing Triangle; 
the Norma Farber First Book 
Award from the Poetry 

Society of America; and the Lambda Literary Award 
for Gay Poetry. Lori Anne Ferrell, Director of the 
Kingsley and Kate Tufts Awards, said of the finalists, 
“Their voices—diverse, compassionate, challenging—
represent America at its best.” Read the BOA Blog for 
more information on these awards.

When I Grow Up I Want to Be a List
of Further Possibilities
Poems by Chen Chen
Winner of the A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize

‘I Greet You at the Beginning of a Great Career…’
Words from BOA Publisher Peter Conners

What do John Ashbery, Gerald Stern, W.D. Snodgrass, and Philip Levine all have in common? They 
all wrote forewords to BOA books! More specifically, they wrote forewords to first books published 
through our New Poets of America Series. 

BOA Founder Al Poulin started the New Poets of America Series with a brilliantly straightforward 
idea: to have well-known poets introduce new poets to the world. He started in 1977 with Pulitzer 
Prize-winner (and BOA’s first poet) W.D. Snodgrass writing a foreword to Barton Sutter’s first collection, 
Cedarhome. He continued through debuts by Anthony Piccione, Li-Young Lee, Kim Addonizio,  
Laure-Anne Bosselaar, Dorianne Laux, and many others.

In 2003, as a tribute to Al’s legacy, BOA created the A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize for debut collections 
of poetry. In keeping with tradition, the winning book receives publication in the New Poets of 
America Series (along with $1,000), and carries a foreword by a distinguished poet who also serves 
as the contest’s final judge. 

The first winner of the Poulin Prize was Big Back Yard by Michael Teig. The book was selected and 
introduced by Stephen Dobyns (by the way, isn’t it wonderful that 13 years later, Stephen has just 
published his first book with BOA after publishing 40 books with other presses—welcome back, 
Stephen!). The most recent winner, When I Grow Up I Want to Be a List of Further Possibilities by Chen 
Chen, selected by Jericho Brown, has already been featured on PBS Newshour, NPR Books, and a 
poem was selected for publication in The New York Times Magazine. Way to go, Chen!

The fact is that BOA has always provided a home for stunning debut collections. Our fiction series 
is no exception. Beginning in 2007, BOA recognized a dearth of publishers who handle innovative 
short story collections. We responded to that vacuum by opening our doors to short fiction. Simply 
put, it is our belief that short story writing is a valuable and underserved literary form that we are 
proud to support, nurture, and celebrate.

In 2010, we expanded our fiction series to include the BOA Short Fiction Prize. While the award is not 
limited to debut collections, many of our previous winners have also been first-time authors. It is our 
singular privilege to introduce authors like Douglas Watson, Robin McLean, and Zach Powers at the 
beginning of their careers. As with our poets, we know that the vital new voices in our fiction series 
will continue to enrich literature for many years to come. 

When an unknown poet named Walt Whitman sent his first book, Leaves of Grass, to Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, it is likely he never expected a response. He was no doubt stunned to receive a glowing 
letter in return. Emerson praised Whitman’s book, calling it an “extraordinary piece of wit and wisdom,” 
and prophetically remarked, “I greet you at the beginning of a great career…” 

One can only imagine how encouraged Whitman felt by Emerson’s gracious praise and attention. 
One can only feel awe at Emerson’s prescient response to this bold, brash debut poet’s work.   

Here at BOA, we have always been, and will remain, committed to bringing new voices into the 
world. It is a part of our mission—and tradition—to encourage, nurture, support, and promote debut 
collections of poetry and fiction. We are proud that the A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize and the BOA Short 
Fiction Prize have opened so many doors to authors at the beginning of their careers. We invite you 
to greet them with us.
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The most recently published winners of BOA’s literary contests. From left: Derrick Austin, Dinah Cox, Chen Chen, and Zach Powers.

https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main
http://www.boaeditions.org/blog/2015/10/boa-editions-celebrates-40-years-in-2016/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1046633338775668/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1046633338775668/
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/boa-short-fiction-prize
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/boa-short-fiction-prize
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/zach-powers/products/gravity-changes
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/zach-powers
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/boa-short-fiction-prize
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/trouble-the-water
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/gravity-changes-earns-kirkus-star
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/gravity-changes-earns-kirkus-star
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/zach-powers
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/zach-powers/products/gravity-changes
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/prize/faq/
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/pw-calls-gravity-changes-fantastical-engaging
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/derrick-austin
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/a-poulin-jr-poetry-prize
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/chen-chen
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/when-i-grow-up-i-want-to-be-a-list-of-further-possibilities
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/when-i-grow-up-i-want-to-be-a-list-of-further-possibilities
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/chen-chen-included-in-npr-bookss-2017-poetry-preview
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/chen-chen-included-in-npr-bookss-2017-poetry-preview
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/chen-chen-included-in-npr-bookss-2017-poetry-preview
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/chen-chen-included-in-npr-bookss-2017-poetry-preview
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/chen-chen-included-in-npr-bookss-2017-poetry-preview
http://www.trackfourjournal.com/blog/ten-of-the-most-anticipated-poetry-collections-by-people-of-color-in-2017
http://www.trackfourjournal.com/blog/ten-of-the-most-anticipated-poetry-collections-by-people-of-color-in-2017
http://www.trackfourjournal.com/blog/ten-of-the-most-anticipated-poetry-collections-by-people-of-color-in-2017
http://www.trackfourjournal.com/blog/ten-of-the-most-anticipated-poetry-collections-by-people-of-color-in-2017
http://www.trackfourjournal.com/blog/ten-of-the-most-anticipated-poetry-collections-by-people-of-color-in-2017
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/craig-morgan-teicher
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/craig-morgan-teicher
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/the-trembling-answers
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/03/magazine/self-portrait-as-so-much-potential.html?_r=0
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/derrick-austin
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/trouble-the-water
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/trouble-the-water
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/trouble-the-water-a-finalist-for-2017-kate-tufts-discovery-award
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/trouble-the-water-a-finalist-for-2017-kate-tufts-discovery-award
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/trouble-the-water-a-finalist-for-the-2017-thom-gunn-award-for-gay-poetry
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/trouble-the-water-a-finalist-for-the-2017-thom-gunn-award-for-gay-poetry
https://www.poetrysociety.org/psa/awards/annual/winners/2017/award_12/
https://www.poetrysociety.org/psa/awards/annual/winners/2017/award_12/
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/trouble-the-water-a-finalist-for-the-2017-thom-gunn-award-for-gay-poetry
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/trouble-the-water-a-finalist-for-the-2017-thom-gunn-award-for-gay-poetry
https://www.boaeditions.org/search?type=article&q=Trouble+the+Water+finalist
http://www.boaeditions.org/submissions/a-poulin-jr-poetry-prize/
https://www.boaeditions.org/bookstore/the-tao-of-humiliation.html
https://www.boaeditions.org/bookstore/copia.html
https://www.boaeditions.org/bookstore/bridge.html
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/when-i-grow-up-i-want-to-be-a-list-of-further-possibilities
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/when-i-grow-up-i-want-to-be-a-list-of-further-possibilities
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/chen-chen
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/dinah-cox
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/a-poulin-jr-poetry-prize
http://www.boaeditions.org/submissions/a-poulin-jr-poetry-prize/
http://www.boaeditions.org/submissions/a-poulin-jr-poetry-prize/
http://www.boaeditions.org
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/a-poulin-jr-poetry-contest-winners
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/w-d-snodgrass
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/barton-sutter
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/anthony-piccione
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/li-young-lee
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/kim-addonizio
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/laure-anne-bosselaar
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/dorianne-laux
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/a-poulin-jr-poetry-prize
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/big-back-yard
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/michael-teig
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/stephen-dobyns
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/stephen-dobyns/products/the-days-last-light-reddens-the-leaves-of-the-copper-beech
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/when-i-grow-up-i-want-to-be-a-list-of-further-possibilities
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/chen-chen
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/chen-chen
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/116432581-pbs-newshour-interviews-chen-chen
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/chen-chen-included-in-npr-bookss-2017-poetry-preview
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/03/magazine/self-portrait-as-so-much-potential.html?_r=0
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/boa-short-fiction-prize
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/douglas-watson
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/robin-mclean
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/zach-powers
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/ourstory
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/a-poulin-jr-poetry-prize
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/boa-short-fiction-prize
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/boa-short-fiction-prize
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/derrick-austin
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/dinah-cox
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/chen-chen
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/zach-powers
https://www.boaeditions.org/blogs/main/trouble-the-water-a-finalist-for-2017-kate-tufts-discovery-award
https://www.facebook.com/events/1046633338775668/
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/trouble-the-water
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/poetry/products/when-i-grow-up-i-want-to-be-a-list-of-further-possibilities
https://www.boaeditions.org/collections/zach-powers/products/gravity-changes
https://www.boaeditions.org/pages/boa-short-fiction-prize


BOA’s Mission
BOA Editions, Ltd., a not-for-profit publisher of poetry and other literary works, fosters readership 
and appreciation of contemporary literature. By identifying, cultivating, and publishing both new 
and established poets and selecting authors of unique literary talent, BOA brings high quality 
literature to the public.

BOA Editions, Ltd.
250 North Goodman Street
Suite 306
Rochester, New York 14607
boaeditions.org
585.546.3410

Upcoming BOA Events

BOA Staff

BOA Board of Directors
Jack Langerak, Board Chair 
Boo Poulin, Honorary Vice Chair
Christopher Cebula, Treasurer
Angela Bonazinga, Secretary
Marijana Ababovic
Jeffrey Clark
Grant Holcomb
Hon. Teresa D. Johnson
Joseph McElveney
Daphne Morrissey
Chalonda Roberts James
William S. Waddell

Peter Conners
Publisher

Kelly Hatton
Director of Development and Operations

Jenna Fisher
Director of Marketing

Check out our interactive Author Events Map for the 
latest listings of BOA author events and readings 
taking place all over the country (and world)!

BOA Author Events

BOA Supporters
Click here to see the most current list of our 
generous donors and supporters. 

Help support our mission: 

Make a donation!

Publications by BOA Editions, Ltd. are made possible in 
part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 
support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York 
State Legislature.

Stay Connected—Keep in Touch

READ LOCAL WITH CRAIG MORGAN TEICHER
Fuego Coffee Roasters, Rochester, NY
April 15, 2017 | 6:00 p.m. | Free & Open to All

In celebration of National Poetry Month, BOA poet 
Craig Morgan Teicher will read from his new book 
The Trembling Answers for Rochester’s Read Local 
initiative, a book club and event series run by Writers 
& Books. Stop by, grab a drink, and meet the author! 
Follow Read Local’s Facebook page for event updates. 

ROCHESTER INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 
FEATURES KAI CARLSON-WEE
George Eastman Dryden Theatre, Rochester, NY
April 21, 2017 | 8:00 p.m. | Free & Open to All

BOA poet Kai Carlson-Wee’s short documentary film, 
Riding the Highline, won a Rochester International Film 
Festival Shoestring Award, and will be screened at the 
festival, followed by a filmmaker Q&A.  MORE INFO

WOMEN AND POETRY FESTIVAL 
FEATURES CHRISTINE KITANO
Rochester Academy of Medicine, Rochester, NY
May 13, 2017 | Get Tickets

Rochester Arts & Lectures presents an all-day festival 
of women poets (including BOA poet Christine Kitano) 
presenting their work on women’s issues and the 100th 
anniversary of suffragettes.  MORE INFO

Ron Martin-Dent
Director of Publicity and Production

BOA is pleased to accept submissions for the 7th annual BOA Short Fiction Prize 
from April 1 - May 31, 2017.

Since its founding in 2010, the BOA Short Fiction Prize has been awarded to some of the most exciting 
and unique voices in American fiction. As with all BOA fiction titles, our prize-winning short story  
collections are more concerned with the artfulness of writing than the twists and turns of plot. 

VIEW SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

WINNER RECEIVES:

•  BOOK PUBLICATION BY BOA IN SPRING 2019
• $1,000 HONORARIUM

Submissions will be accepted electronically through Submittable and physically by post mail.

BOA Editions Wins 2017 ‘Big Pencil Award’

The award is one of nine that will be presented to individuals and organizations that have  
contributed significantly to the advancement, creation, and greater appreciation of literature  
in the Rochester community. 

Writers & Books is a literary center based in Rochester, NY, that fosters and promotes reading 
and writing as lifelong activities. Attracting individuals of all ages and backgrounds within 
and beyond the greater Rochester area, its programs are numerous and varied, reaching more 
than 25,000 people per year. 

A special celebration, including a 6:00 p.m. reception and a 7:00 p.m. ceremony, will be 
held at Writers & Books on Friday, May 19, 2017.

We are proud to announce that BOA Editions 
has been selected to receive Writers & 
Books’s  2017 Big Pencil Award, which is 
given to an organization that “has made 
significant contributions to the Rochester 
literary community.”
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