
Sermon 15: 1 Kings 8:10-21: The Blessing of Solomon

OUTLINE

The appearance of God
The praise of God

INTRODUCTION

The temple has taught us so much about God already.  God is a God of grace who dwells 
with a sinful people, this is illustrated in the existence of a temple at all.  He is a holy God, 
this is demonstrated through the cherubim, and the layers of separation.  He is a just God, 
this is seen in the demand of propitiation for broken laws.  Solomon has just brought all the 
items of the furniture into the new temple, and God appears in the form of a cloud.  This is 
followed by Solomon blessing God.  As we move into this section we learn more of God.  As 
we look at 1 Kings 8:10-21 we will be looking at the hiddenness and the revealedness of 
God in the cloud.  And then as we look at the blessing of Solomon we will look at the 
faithfulness of God.

The appearance of God

V10-12, ‘And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the 
LORD,11 so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory 
of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.  Then Solomon said, "The LORD has said that he 
would dwell in thick darkness.’  

Why a cloud?  In the first place the fact that the cloud appears indicates the arrival of God.  
In Exodus 19 God commands Moses to gather the people of Israel at Sinai, on the third day 
God appeared, v16-17, ‘On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings 
and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in 
the camp trembled.17 Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and 
they took their stand at the foot of the mountain.’  The arrival of God was marked by the 
cloud.  The arrival of the cloud in the temple marks that God is manifest there.  While 
wandering in the wilderness the presence of God was manifest as a pillar of cloud and fire.  
The cloud also created a column of shade that kept the train of Israel from the heat of the 
sun.  When God instructed Moses to build the tabernacle, after it was finished God 
manifested in the same way as here, Ex. 40:34-35, ‘Then the cloud covered the tent of 
meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter 
the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle.’  This appearance marks a continuity and a blessing upon the temple, so that 
the people would know that the sacrifices and the prayers of God’s people would be 
received as before.

But the cloud also speaks to us of a paradox, God reveals Himself in hiddenness.  Clouds 
block our sight of the sun and obscure an image.  God uses the cloud as much to reveal His 
presence as to conceal it.  Deut. 4:11-12, ‘And you came near and stood at the foot of the 
mountain, while the mountain burned with fire to the heart of heaven, wrapped in darkness,
cloud, and gloom.12 Then the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the
sound of words, but saw no form; there was only a voice.’  The cloud stands in the place of 
a form.  Why?  Firstly, God must hide Himself for no sinners can see God a live.  He is holy 
and we are sinful.  This is why Isaiah when he beheld the glory of the Lord said, ‘Woe is 
me,’ for he knew he must now die.  The pictures we have of angels covering their eyes 



because of the brightness of God’s glory is another way this fact is echoed.  1 Tim. 6:16 as 
well, ‘…who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has 
ever seen or can see….’  The cloud is our protection.  
Secondly, the cloud manifests Gods presence without detailing the being of God.  It 
announces He is here without putting God under a microscope for us to scrutinise.  Our 
finitude cannot comprehend infinitude.  Our eyes cannot capture God’s infinite being with a 
glance.  Our minds cannot comprehend God’s infinite being with our time and space bound 
shaped ways of thinking.  There is no image that we are familiar with that God is like for He 
is the Creator and unlike anything in creation.  So a non-image, a cloud is a most fitting 
manifestation of His presence.
Thirdly, clouds are often associated with judgement.  Christ will comes with the clouds for 
judgement, the psalms and prophets often portray the clouds as God’s chariot when He will 
come as a Warrior-judge, Is. 19:1, ‘An oracle concerning Egypt.  Behold, the LORD is riding 
on a swift cloud and comes to Egypt; and the idols of Egypt will tremble at his presence, 
and the heart of the Egyptians will melt within them.’  Are clouds an appropriate form for 
the Mosaic covenant?  Yes this is a covenant that promises judgement upon those who 
break its terms.  The law comes with the threat of punishment.  But in the NT instead of 
God manifesting His presence in a cloud He comes in the person of His Son, John 1:14-18, 
‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.'")16 And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.17 For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.18 No one has
ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.’  The 
cloud has given way to the incarnation because God has come primarily in grace not law.  

When God takes up residence in the temple of the Church He does not appear as a cloud, 
but the tokens of wind, fire and tongues speak of a new creation, and a the new covenant, 
a covenant that has no divorce clause.  

The appearance of a cloud is often used to remind us of a theological paradox that has to 
do with knowing God.  God is incomprehensible yet knowable.  The cloud indicates God’s 
reality and presence, but at the same time it reveals God it also conceals Him.  The cloud for
this reason is a great humbler of the human mind.  We are taught by the cloud that God is 
not a subject that you scrutinise at your leisure.  He is not beneath us to be poked and 
prodded and samples taken for us to peer into more deeply.  We are creatures who cannot 
pull back a curtain and find God, we do not have abilities where we call God like a genie and
He must appear.  We do not have capacities to judge His being or His works and draw 
negative conclusions about His goodness or plans.  He is a mystery and we are dependent 
upon Him to reveal Himself to us and to teach us about Himself.  We cannot gather 
information about Him as we do about specimens of things we find in nature.  He is above 
nature, and we are inescapably part of it.  We are dependent upon God revealing Himself 
and that is why we take the bible to be the main authority for all our information about God.
We cannot gather facts from our experiences because we cannot make an appointment or 
issue a summons and God must appear to be inspected.  Our experiences are also unreliable
due to sin.  Yet despite our finitude and our sinfulness, God can still be known.  He who is 
the maker of language, speaks to us in analogies to help us grasp truths of His infinite 
being.  We will never know Him exhaustively but we can know Him intimately and truly.  
And this is where Christ is so important.  No other religion can find and explain God, so God 
reveals and explains Himself, John 17:3, ‘And this is eternal life, that they know you the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.’  John 1:18, ‘No one has ever seen God; 
the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.’ 



The praise of God

The cloud teaches us much about our God and our own limitations.  Next we learn about 
God from Solomon’s outburst and blessing of God.  In particular we want to note that 
Solomon is impressed with the faithfulness of God.  Imagine for a moment that you are 
Solomon and you see the glory cloud appear, what is your first thought as you praise God.  
Solomon’s first thought is, God keeps His promises, v15, ‘And he said, "Blessed be the 
LORD, the God of Israel, who with his hand has fulfilled what he promised with his mouth to
David my father, saying….’   Solomon is reflecting primarily on the promise of a son of David
sitting on his throne and building a temple.  David wanted to do it but God decided his son 
would, v19, ‘Nevertheless, you shall not build the house, but your son who shall be born to 
you shall build the house for my name.'’  In v20 he clearly states that this is the promise 
that has just been fulfilled, ‘Now the LORD has fulfilled his promise that he made. For I have
risen in the place of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised,
and I have built the house for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel.’  But there are 
other clues to promises kept in the text as well.  In v16 Solomon talks about God bringing 
the people of Israel out of bondage.  God made a promise to Abraham in Gen. 15:14 that 
He would deliver them.  A promise that made Joseph prepare his bones for removal and 
burial in the promised land.  The building of a central place for worship, the appointing of a 
king, these too were promises that God has kept.  God is a promise keeping God.  

Compare this with the empty promises of the other gods we serve.  We put our trust in 
money for security.  We serve our pleasures for happiness.  We make other people our idols
to give us identity and meaning.  Everywhere we turn there are the empty promises of the 
idols of our western civilization.  They are all liars, they will fail, they will all leave you empty
and worse off than before.  They are cisterns that can hold no water.  But our God is a 
faithful God who keeps His promises.  

Lets apply this to just one promise, Romans 8:28, ‘And we know that for those who love 
God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.’  
Paul gives this promise to the Romans just after he has spoken about living in a fallen world 
where we will suffer.  Do you believe that God is a promise keeping God?  Are things going 
badly right now?  Is it your health, your job, your circumstances seem rallied against you.  If
you are God’s all your times are in the Father’s hand and are experienced by His 
appointment.  In His hands, even our trials are reasons for rejoicing because in His hands 
they bring about character growth and more.  Let me remind you not to believe the way 
things appear but to believe that God is in control and is working for His children not against
them.  Think on the worst crime that human history has ever seen.  The murder of the 
Creator.  The most innocent man who has ever lived was lied about experienced several 
mistrials, was allowed to be tested by satan himself who also possessed one of His disciples.
On the surface Jesus death looks like the greatest tragedy, but God was working out His 
purposes to cause the greatest victory from the greatest apparent defeat.  Our God is 
faithful and does keep His promises.  Maybe you need to hear that today and believe that 
today.  

There is one more detail I would like to draw your attention to and it is the way Solomon 
talks about himself look at v20-21, ‘Now the LORD has fulfilled his promise that he made. 
For I have risen in the place of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD
promised, and I have built the house for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel.21 And 
there I have provided a place for the ark, in which is the covenant of the LORD that he 
made with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of Egypt."’  Three times 
Solomon says ‘I have.’  Some have thought that Solomon is glorifying himself in talking 



about his accomplishments, is this the case.  No.  it is very clear that Solomon sees God as 
the one who has done it.  Solomon is recounting God’s faithfulness not his own 
accomplishments.  He is talking about himself to talk about God.  There is a false humility 
that doesn’t speak about self even when God is doing great things, this can be a way of 
detracting for God’s glory.  The apostle Paul speaks in the same way when he says in 1 Cor. 
15:9-10, ‘For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it 
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.’  This reminds us that the great things we 
or anyone else does God is doing, He is using us, we are His instruments but it is only by His
grace that it happens.  

So, once again we learn about God, from the cloud we learn about our limitations but God’s 
gracious presence among us and the way in which Christ reveals God to us.  And we are 
reminded that God is a promise keeping God who does great things through His people.      


