
Each month, a Broomfield Master Gardener profiles one of the Xeric plants in the Demonstration Garden located 
just east of the City and County Building. If you've strolled through the garden, you know it's a beautiful, relaxing 
spot to take a break, eat lunch, or get some water-wise ideas for your own yard. Special thanks to the Master 
Gardener volunteers and Parks employees for their hard work in maintaining this hidden gem! 

 
October 2019 Xeric Plant: 

Kintzley’s Ghost® Honeysuckle Lonicera reticulata ‘PO155’ 
 

By Shari Burton, Broomfield Master Gardener Apprentice 

 
A delightful addition to a xeric garden is Kintzley’s 
Ghost® honeysuckle, a family heirloom plant recently 
brought back into cultivation. It is a hardy 
honeysuckle vine with showy silver bracts that last all 
summer long. Once established it is very low 
maintenance. 

Planning Tips 
Perfect for a vertical space, this stunning vine grows 
to 8 -12 feet long and 3 - 6 feet wide and is covered 
with yellow tubular, slightly fragrant flowers in June. 
The bracts look like a silver dollar eucalyptus and 
hold their color long into the fall. Kintzley’s Ghost® 
prefers full sun and moderate to dry conditions.  

History 
In the 1880’s, William Kintzley was working in the 
greenhouse at Iowa State University when he saw 

this unique honeysuckle and propagated it himself. Over the years it was passed down to 
members of the Kintzley family until it was “rediscovered” by Scott Skogerboe of the Fort 
Collins Wholesale Nursery. The vine was the 2006 Plant Select® winner and is available at 
many quality nurseries.   

The above photo was taken at the entrance to the 
Broomfield Xeriscape Demonstration Garden, 
located on the southeast side of the City and 
County Building parking lot at the corner of 
DesCombes Drive and Spader Way. The garden 
is a collaborative effort between the City and 
County of Broomfield, Colorado State University 
Extension, and Plant Select. 

 
 

 

Source: Plant Select (https://plantselect.org/plant/lonicera-reticulata-p015s/) 

AT A GLANCE 
Common Name Kintzley’s Ghost ® Honeysuckle 

Scientific Name Lonicera reticulata ‘PO155’ 

Height  8-12 feet 

Width 3-6 feet 

Hardiness USDA zones 4-8 

Sun  Sun, partial sun 

Water Needs Moderate to dry 

How to Use  Ideal in vertical space, with trellis 
or metal structure. Trim dead 
twigs/branches and prune for 
shape in spring. 

https://plantselect.org/plant/lonicera-reticulata-p015s/

