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Sophie Mattiesson ,  

co-curator of  

“Monet’s Garden” 

entertained us at the July 

Coffee Morning with her 

enlightening talk about 

Claude Monet  

Sophie points out many aspects of the artist’s technique,  

using the Painting entitled 

 “Monet, Painting in his Garden at Argenteuil” 

Sophie prepares us for the treasures 

behind the door of Monet’s Garden 

 

Peter Perry from the 

Castlemaine Art  

Gallery looks on as 

Sophie takes  

questions from the 

floor. 
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 U3A Castlemaine’s information Website:  
www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

President Win Jodell 5472 3792 u3acastlemainepresident@gmail.com 

Vice-President      Beryl Leavesley 472 3182   berylleavesley@hotmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Secretary       Betty Johnson  5472 3834   u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Brian Richardson 5423 2526 bprbob@gmail.com    

Newsletter Editor Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com  

Course Co-Ordinator Dick Mack 0411 244 103 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com 

Course Administrator Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 robyn.yeoman@gmail.com   

Past President Peter Stephens 5472 3904  pb.stephens@bigpond.com   

Committee Member Bev Orgill 5474 3050 philandbev@hotmail.com 

Committee Member George Gray 5472 5334 gngray43@sctelco.net.au 

Office Manager George Gray 5472 5334 u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  

Network Representative Sally Kaptein 5470 6340 walmer@castlemaine.net.au   

Membership Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 vkhurley@bigpond.com 

 

ACMI  Representative Felicity Say 5472 1841 sayvf@castlemaine.net 

Cake Roster/Raffle Marie Twyford 5474 2739 mltwyford@gmail.com  

Coffee Supplies Lyn Hall 5472 2316 lynypoodle@gmail.com 

Celebrations/Tributes Barbara Bunton 5472 3186 wil2bar@impulse.net.au  

Property Hans van Gemert 5472 1082 elouera3@bigpond.com   

Trading Table: Marie Twyford        5474 2739 mltwyford@gmail.com   

 Audrey Richardson  5472 3867 keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net 

 Bev Orgill 5474 3050 philandbev@hotmail.com  
Website Manager Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900 bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 

 

Office  P.O. Box 792 5472 2249 u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  

 

U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

 

The Office is located at the “Octopus”,  
opposite the Castle Motel in Duke Street, 

Castlemaine 
 

Office Hours are: 
Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
 

Website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

Current 2013 Subscription Fee $50.00  

$10.00 for mailing of Newsletter if required. 
 

Members joining or renewing after June 30                                                                        

pay 50% of the subscription fee.  

 

Friday Coffee Morning  
Coffee Mornings are held on the first Friday  

of the month at 10.00 am  

In the Uniting Church Hall. 

Assistants for morning tea 

John Brennan, Jan Duff, Jan Gower, Jan Kay,  

Jan Martin, Jan Waldie, John Widdicombe 

Many thanks to all. 

Committee Meetings 
are held on the third Thursday in the month at 9.30 am  

in the U3A Office,  

    Deadline for the September 2013 Newsletter is 3pm Monday 26th August  

Newsletter  

Any contributions to the Newsletter should be 

emailed to u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com or left 

at the office. 
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Gosh! Castlemaine does get cold in winter; no water one morning, not a common occurrence 

at my house. But the sunny days are truly a blessing.  

 

I attended NAIDOC week's showing of the film Satellite Boy. It was wonderful to see so 

many out braving the cold for this excellent film; Castlemaine's Theatre Royal was nearly full. People from 

Felicity's Aboriginal History class were there and so a strong U3A attendance was good to see. 

 

Last month I attended the memorial service for Jean Melzer. It was held in the Queen’s Room at Parliament 

House Melbourne. The gathering was well attended and speakers such as Jean Mclean, (Save our Sons), 

David McKenzie (former member for Diamond Valley) and Marlene Zwygart, Jean's U3A friend, found most 

of us clearly remembering times past. One of the speakers did remark that Jean would have been bitterly dis-

appointed with recent federal political events. We all sang the Red Flag song and were then treated to cham-

pagne and sandwiches while we shared fond memories of Jean. Jean Melzer had been President of Network 

from 2001 to 2006. She was also President of her local U3A near Cape Patterson. 

 

The following U3A house keeping items have attended to : the blind in the Manse room is awaiting the repair 

man to arrive with new parts; all electrical items have  to be tested and tagged so an electrician has been 

asked to do the job; some repairs are expected to the Octopus including access to the ramp, repair of display 

window and replacing some tiles. These will be attended to by MAS (the Shire who own the building). Do 

we have a retired sign writer in the membership? I would like to meet and discuss a new sign or repairs to 

the existing sign on the Octopus. Do talk to me if you have any cost-saving and creative ideas for signage on 

the Octopus. 

 

Our working groups continue to be very effective and it is a good way to be involved in your U3A. The 

groups "Volunteers & Volunteering" and the "Governance" would appreciate new members. Please consider 

if you could devote a short time just once a month to join one of the working groups especially if you have 

experience in developing Policies and Procedures or working with volunteers. We would welcome you with 

open arms! 

 

Succession planning is being considered by your Committee as there are some gaps. If you would like to join 

this worthwhile and important community committee do talk with me or another Committee member. There 

is time to sit in on a couple of meetings before the AGM if you are curious. You will find we are a friendly lot 

and that the organisition is just purring along! We are due to meet next 15th August, 9.30am at The Octopus. 

Do consider coming and sitting in, you will be most welcome. (Do phone me 54723792 to check the venue).  

 

Please read elsewhere in this newsletter about changes at WMA FM our local radio station. We have clear 

opportunities to give the radio station 100 word items to promote courses, events and activities. These will 

need to be submitted to Bev Orgill <philandbev@hotmail.com> 

 

I look forward to seeing many of you at Coffee Morning on 2nd August. Until then keep warm and enjoy 

your classes. 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

 

Jennie Grundy ,William Cochrane, Valmai Massie and James Stronell 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT                                                                                             
Win Jodell 
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The 2013 U3A Network  
Victoria  

And 

U3A Asia Pacific  

Conference 

 

Monday 14 and Tuesday 15 October 

 In 

 the Melbourne Town Hall  

 

See website for the inspiring 

 program, check out the speakers 

and think about attending. 

As your U3A Network representative I can highly 

recommend attending part or all of the conference 

that is outlined here. This conference will provide 

stimulating and exciting ideas and a  chance to con-

nect with otherU3A people from around the world. 

There will be visitors from India, New Zealand and 

beyond. This is also an opportunity to  connect with 

overseas delegates with whom you can meet up on 

your next trip overseas! I do think the chance to hear 

from, Professor Francois Vellas from Toulouse and 

who will be the guest key-note speaker, is pretty 

special too.  

I do hope a number of you come! 

Sally Kaptein 

 

U3ACastlemaine will be funding two  

representatives to attend on our behalf . 

U3A Network Victoria 

Network is happy for tickets to be shared so that you can select which day to attend – notice 

lunch is included in the price. 

 

www.u3a-melbourneinternationalconference2013.org 

 

If you require regular transport to a class please ar-

range with other members of the class you are at-

tending or your class leader. 
 

PEGGY MUNRO   5472 2086         
EVA HAARBURGER   5472 3391 

JOHN and BERYL LEAVESLEY  5472 3182    

GRACE McCAUGHEY    5472 1128      

VAL CASE   5472 1656                     
JANET FITZWATER   5472 3412 

 

As a volunteer driver please make  sure you have a 

valid driver's license, registered car and compre-

hensive car insurance. 

 

If anyone would like to join the volunteer support 

group list or would like to come off the list--please 

contact Eva on 5472 3391 
 

 

Our U3A volunteer support group can assist you in 

a time of need, particularly if you are living alone 

or unable to call on family members for help.   

  

U3A volunteers do not provide services that require 

professional assistance such as the HACC (Home 

and Community Care) program, nor do we help 

with personal care or medications. However we can 

help with short-term or one-off needs such as if you 

have had minor surgery and are temporarily unable 

to drive to a Doctor's appointment or to the shops 

or need someone with you for a few hours. Even if 

you just need a friendly chat, you can ring one of 

the people listed here. 

If you need transport please ring a volunteer from 

this list and if this number is not answering, then 

try any other number on this list.  

SUPPORT for FELLOW U3A MEMBERS 
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Given the English weather last month, and the hid-

ing I was copping from English cricket fans, it’s 

good to be back in wintry Castlemaine.  (Actually 

those cricket fans would be totally unbearable after 

our recent dismal performances!)  Thanks to Robyn 

for carrying the load in my absence 

All the reports I’m hearing about the Manse class-

room have been favourable.  The main issue ap-

pears to be scheduling of classes there – inevitable 

when we try to fit new and relocated classes around 

those that were already using the room.  Next year 

the scheduling will be arranged to make optimum 

use of the room, even if that means some small ad-

justments to starting and finishing times. 

A number of classes have been using the Buda Gar-

den Room and, while this is an excellent location, it 

is more expensive than other venues.  Therefore the 

Committee agreed to a $2 levy per person per ses-

sion, replacing the voluntary gold coin donation to 

reduce the strain on our finances.  It is expected that 

in future years Buda will be used less as the Manse 

classroom is more effectively used. 

Following an incident earlier in the year, the Com-

mittee has approved a Health and Safety policy for 

venues, and this will mean an annual audit of the 

community spaces we use.  Already we are aware 

that the window in the Manse classroom needs at-

tention so it can be opened, and we are working 

with the Uniting Church to have that fixed. 

The Courses Sub-committee is looking at ways in 

which participants and leaders can provide feed-

back on the courses they are involved with, in a use-

ful and non-threatening way.  We’ll keep you in-

formed. 

In recent weeks Russian Revolutions, Producing a 

Newsletter, and China – A Giant Awakens have com-

menced and the enthusiastic attendance at all shows 

just how popular short courses are. 

I know there are members who would like to share 

their expertise and enthusiasm, but are unsure 

about how to effectively plan and deliver a course.  

Therefore I propose to run a short course to give 

prospective leaders some skills and confidence in 

planning and delivering a course.  This program 

will start in October – the time when we will be call-

ing for expressions of interest for 2014 courses.  Of 

course current leaders will also be welcome to brush 

up on their skills. 

We are all pleased to hear that Norma Rantall is re-

covering well from her recent illness – the Bush-

walking and Italian classes are looking forward to 

her return. 

Below, you will find a notice for a repeat of  

Christobel Comerford’s popular Human Embryology 

course, following a number of requests for it to be 

run again. 

We hope you are surviving the cold weather and 

continuing to enjoy your classes. 

 

Dick Mack, Course Co-ordinator 

Robyn Yeoman, Course Administrator 

Course Co-ordinator’s    Report 

Human Embryology  

- You were once an embryo             4 sessions 

Course leader :Christobel Comerford    5470 6230 

 

Course outline :From fertilisation to foetus: 

1. Brief history of embryology -                

a modern science. 

2. How a fertilised human egg develops 

into a foetus. 

3. Relevance of embryology to human 

reproductive technology. 

4. Recent developments in the field. 

 

Entry criteria : No previous knowledge                

required.  Members of the group are encouraged to 

participate in class discussions.  

Limited to 16 participants. 

Meeting time : 1.30 pm to 3.00 pm (to be con-

firmed), Mondays weekly 7 to 28 October. Venue : 

To be advised. 

EVERYTHING APPLE 
This class has gone into recess for the rest of this year 

and everything being equal will recommence in Feb. next 

year. A lot of work and research will need to be done 

before then as technology is moving so rapidly.  

See “Class Notes" for some feedback from students. 

 

Cancellation!! 

Pets and People in Harmony  
The above course will not take place due to 

the unavailability of the Class Leader  

Please note 
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Changes in the Air 
 

During the last year the local Community Radio Sta-

tion, WMAfm, has undergone some major changes.  

Firstly, the broadcasting signal strength was in-

creased from 100W to 1kW so that the station can 

now be heard throughout the Shire of Mount Alex-

ander.  Then late in 2012 a part-time Manager, Mar-

tin Myles, was appointed.  He recruited many new 

volunteer presenters with the result that a live pre-

senter is now on duty at all times during the day and 

evening.  This has also increased the diversity of 

programming content.  The range of specialist music 

programs now includes folk, country and western, 

classic pop&rock, electronic, classical music.  The 

station now has several interview programs for local 

events, celebrities, reviews of shows, etc. 

 

U3A is well represented by its members: 

Tony Peachey (member of the bridge class) pre-

sents a rhythm&blues program entitled “Get Your 

Groove Back” on Tuesdays from 11.00 am till 1.00 

pm 

Bruce Carruthers (website manager) presents an 

interview, music and IT program entitled “Grey 

Matters” on Thursdays from 9.00 till 11.00 am as 

well as being part of the “Car Talk” team on Satur-

days from 7.00 till 9.00 am 

Hans van Gemert (member of the bridge and 

Requiem classes and tutor of Bridge Problem Solv-

ing, equipment manager) presents a classical music 

program each Sunday from 3.00 till 5.00 pm. 

  

In a totally unexpected move, the entire Committee 

of Management resigned at a Committee meeting on 

23 May 2013 but only after appointing 3 new mem-

bers to act as the Interim Committee.  This group 

made arrangements to call a Special General Meet-

ing (SGM) of members for 1 July at the Salvation 

Army Hall.  The Mayor, Cr Michael Redden, chaired 

the meeting.  All positions were contested and a se-

cret ballot held. 

COMMUNITY AWARENESS 

 

.  The new Committee elected consists of: John Row-

land, President; Tracey Naughton, Vice-President; 

Frank Forster, Secretary; Hans van Gemert, Treas-

urer; and two Ordinary Committee Members David 

Stretch and Sherri McIvor.  Several members of the 

new Committee have had extensive broadcasting or 

media experience. 

 

As well as being able to listen locally on the FM band 

on 94.9, all broadcasts are streamed on the internet 

through the stations website: www.wmafm.com . 

 

Hans van Gemert  5472 1082 

 

 

 

A Community Extra! 
 

The local community radio station has made it 

known that they are willing to broadcast information 

from local community groups wishing to publicise 

themselves and their activities.  

This is NOT just an offer for U3A so, if you are also a 

member of other sporting or service clubs or commu-

nity groups in our local area, please let them know 

about this offer. This is a very generous gesture, and 

well worth taking up. 

 

What is required?  

Write a paragraph (maximum 100 words) outlining 

all the relevant details and forward this to the radio    

station located in the Old Castlemaine Gaol, Bowden 

St., Castlemaine. 

Postal Address: PO Box 1070, Castlemaine Vic 3450 

or email:   wmafmcastlemaine@gmail.com 

PLEASE NOTE that U3A requires members to sub-

mit any U3A publicity or announcements to the ex-

ecutive committee for approval before information is 

disseminated publicly. It might be wise to check to 

see if your other local community groups have simi-

lar requirements before submitting your radio an-

nouncements. 

Bev Orgill 5474 3050 

http://www.wmafm.com/
mailto:manager@wmafm.com
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U3A Forum \ Workshop  
on the proposed Recognition Referendum to include       Abo-

riginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the  
Australian Constitution   

 

Combined U3A \ Uniting Church session: 
 

Below are details of our first session. Places are filling, about 10 of the 30 places are already con-

firmed, so if you have expressed interest but and have not yet confirmed your availability on this 

date, contact Vic asap.  

 
If you are interested in attending and have not previously listed your name and details, there will 

be enrolment sheets at the August coffee morning or you can phone the U3A office where there is 

an enrolment sheet, or contact Vic direct, details below.  
 
when: August 29th, the fifth Thursday of August - 
 
where: Uniting Church Fellowship Room (where the U3A trading table is usually set up 

on U3A coffee mornings) - 

 
time commitment: 1-15pm til 3-30pm -  
1-15 arrival to get a cuppa in the kitchen and settle in for a 1-30 start - 

if you can't commit to the full two and a quarter hours on this date, let me know and I will notify 

you of other sessions - 

 
respond asap to confirm your availability on this date: - contact Vic Say, details 

below. As there may be more people interested than can be accommodated in one session, the first 

to respond will have a confirmed booking for this session and others will be offered sessions on 

later dates -  

 
please notify me if, after your participation in this workshop is confirmed, cir-
cumstances change so you are not able to make it, as someone may be able to take 

your place. 

 

Looking forward to sharing the afternoon -  

 
Vic Say  
phone 5472 1841 
eMail   sayvf@castlemaine.net 

mailto:sayvf@castlemaine.net
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COMING EVENTS 

Seize the Day 
U3A Castlemaine 

celebrates its  
25th BIRTHDAY  

October 18th    4.30pm-7.00pm 

in the  

Old Market Building 

 
Exciting entertainment, 

plentiful hot and cold finger food 

good company, 

 

 all  for the cost of $15 

 

Tickets go on sale at the September  

Coffee Morning  

 

Space limits numbers so be sure you do not miss out.   

 

Put this date into your diary now. 

 

 

 

 

Assistance With Catering 
 

The group catering for the 25th Birthday celebration is 

appealing to anyone who would like to assist with the 

preparation of “ finger food”  to  contact Sally Kaptein on 

5470 6340. 

 

Just to ease your mind.. FAQ 

 
 

Will there be a set menu? 

Yes the menu has been  arranged.  

 

Will I be provided with the recipe? 

Yes, definitely. We want the items to be uniform but we 

also want to make it easy for people to assist. 

 

Do I have to work alone? 

You can work alone or with a friend or two. Working in a 

group can be rewarding and lots of fun. 

 

Will we be meeting before the event? 

Yes, the organisers intend to hold a meeting of all        

volunteers on September 30th to acquaint them with the 

procedure and answer any concerns. At this meeting we 

will deal with questions about ingredients , costs and  

reimbursement. 

 

25TH Birthday Raffle 
 

1st Prize: 

 Afternoon Tea  

At The Windsor 

 
- Traditional mid-week afternoon tea 

for four including a glass of sparkling 

wine on arrival 
 

A special experience to savour at Australia’s most cher-

ished Grand Hotel. 
 

 

2nd Prize:  

A mix of six bottles of prize-winning 

“Sheer Drop” wine. 
Locally produced wine from the Sutton Grange area. 

 
 

3rd Prize:  

“The Good Table” mid-week lunch for two 

with a glass of sparkling wine on arrival. 
Enjoy local produce prepared by Alexander Perry. 

 

To be drawn on Friday 18th October 2013. 

Winners will be notified.  

 

Don’t miss out.  

Get your tickets from the office or Coffee Morning 

  

Mildura Trip 
22nd – 25th October 2013  

 

There are two vacancies should anyone wish 

to join our visit to Mildura.  Those joining 

the visit already will be asked within the 

next fortnight to make their selection of  

activities so that an individual costing for 

each person can be determined.  Final pay-

ments to be made at the October Coffee 

Morning.  
For further information contact Tom Comerford 

tomchris@mmnet.com.au or phone 5470 6230.   
           

mailto:tomchris@mmnet.com.au
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CLASS NOTES 

 

IN PRAISE OF “EVERYTHING APPLE” 

This class has gone into recess for the rest of this year and 

everything being equal will recommence in Feb. next 

year? A lot of work and research will need to be done 

before then as technology is moving so rapidly. 

 

The following excerpts from emails received after a noti-

fication to members, is an indication of how valued are 

both Bruce Carruthers and Mike Smith .. 

 

For Bruce. 

 

Thanks for informing me about this  Michael. A big 

thank you to both you and Bruce. Please pass my 

good wishes and thanks on to him for me.“I am in 

great debt to him for all he has taught me over the 

year and a half I have attended his classes. He is a 

gifted teacher. I have also been able to use his classes 

as official PD for my registration for teaching for the 

next 5 years”.  

  
and 

 

“Dear Mike and Bruce , 

I received your Apple Everything email and wish to 

convey to you both, my sincere thanks for accommo-

dating the class and for all the instruction and 

strategies passed on each Monday. 

I am deeply grateful that I have been able to" keep 

up" with the latest and continuing develop-

ments with technology. 

The commitment you have both shared so willingly 

has indeed been a special bonus 

Bruce I wish you safe journey and Mike time now to 

catch up on those extra jobs. 

Many many thanks” 

Mildura Trip 
22nd – 25th October 2013  

Proposed Itinerary 

 
Tuesday, 22nd October 

Travel to Mildura leaving Castlemaine leaving 9.26 train/

bus to Mildura arriving 3.00pm 

Book in to the Kar Rama Holiday Inn 

Evening Dine with members of the Sunraysia U3A in the 

RSL Dining Room 

 

Wednesday, 23rd October 
All day visit to Lake Mungo national Park accompanied 

by an aboriginal guide 

OR 

Morning:  9.00am   Short walk  

    11.00   Art Gallery visit 

       Lunch  Own Choice 

Afternoon:  River trip [2 hours] 

Evening Meal:  Working Man’s Club  

 

Thursday, 24th October 
Morning:    9.30am  Visit to the Botanical Gardens 

   OR 
  9.30am   Short Walk 

 11.00am  visit Chateau Mildura tour & 

  tastings  

 Lunch Own Choice 

 Afternoon:   River Trip [two hours] 

  OR 
2.30pm Visit Tablegrape/Dried Fruit Farm 

  Evening:   Stephano’s 

  Local Bistro 

 

Friday, 25th October 
        9.45am bus/train arriving Castlemaine 

3.30pm 

  12.50 You may disembark at Swan Hill          

to visit Art Gallery or Pioneer Settlement  

  3.35 bus/train to Castlemaine arriving 

7.10pm 

OR  Free morning in Mildura 

  12.15 Bus to Bendigo/ train Castlemaine 

arriving 7.10pm 

  

Alan Harris’s Class 

“China, A Giant Awakens” 

COMING EVENTS 
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CLASS NOTES 

Over 80s Luncheon Group                          

Eileen Park     5472 5213   
 

For August 14th ,interest has emerged in a return trip 

on the Goldfields Railway to Maldon to have a look 

around the town and have lunch there, maybe all 

together or as individuals discover interesting 

places at which to eat .  

 
Essential Information    

Cost Concession return fare:-  $30. 

Timetable:- Depart Castlemaine !11.45 a, arrive Maldon 

12.30pm 

Depart Maldon2.30pm arrive Castlemaine 3.15 pm. 

Please note:- a minibus meets the train to convey passen-

gers to the main street, and reruns to the station at 2.15. 

If any other U3A members have yet to make this journey 

please join us! 

 

 

 

SOLO GROUP                                                                                                                                                                 

Betty Henchman 5472 2139 
 
This Month’s  gathering , on August 17th ,will be at the 
home of one of our new members, Sue Tomkinson.  
Betty can provide you with her address 

 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 
Geoff  Walker    5470  6652 

 
We had a couple of interesting studies at the July  

sessions.  At the first,  Jennie presented a  fascinating 

picture of the life and work of David Syme who devel-

oped The Age into a world-recognised publication.   At 

the second session  Geoff traced the life of John Dun-

more Lang,  who,  as a well-qualified person,  became a 

leader in the growth of education,  land settle-

ment,  politics,  emigration, and the national structure of 

government,  in the colonial History of the Australian 

settlements. 

  
In August  Clive Carmichael will trace the story of 

the  Hancock/Rinehart/Porteous  Dynasty,  a recent  

episode in the History of Australian life and develop-

ment.   This will be spread over two sessions,  on Mon-

day 12th August and  Monday 26th August,  at 

2.00pm,  at the home of Clive and Bev in Turner 

Street.   Yes,  you will be most welcome to be present 

ABORIGINAL HISTORY -  

OUR SHARED HISTORY 

 

AUGUST 6th. 

 

When Rosalind Kidd, in the early 1990s started  

researching the activities of Queensland's  

Aboriginal Department, one of her aims was to 

come up with new ways of conceptualising  

practices such as exile to reserves, separation of 

children from their families, and forced labour.  The 

result of her research ended up revealing what has 

become known today as "The Stolen Wages Case". 

 

AUGUST 20th. 

 

This session will present, using a television forum, 

a range of views on what Aboriginality is, who is 

Aboriginal and who decides. 

 

 

SINGING TOGETHER                                                                
Rae Hawkins 5472 3446 
From now on we shall be concentrating with the songs 

for the U3A 25th Birthday in October. 

While I was away, Angela Sye filled the breech as 

conductor. Now, although I am over the jet-lag, I do 

need to wind down somewhat. So, during July, I asked 

Angela if she would like to become the full-time conduc-

tor for the choir, and she has agreed. Thank you Angela. 

For the time being I will continue as the convenor, and 

will look after the music. 

Perhaps by next year we shall have a new convenor. 

Don’t forget, we are always on the lookout for new 

members. 

 

The choir under Rae’s Baton 
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CLASS NOTES 

 

Requiem & thEN. . .                               
Vic Say 5472 1841 

 

Listening to two short works from the second gen-

eration of polyphonic Requiem; Composers: de La 

Rue 1452 - 1518 and Bumel 1460 - 1512, and then an 

afternoon with Palestrina's requiem, made for won-

derfully contemplative sessions in July.   

La Rue's is dark, intensively expressive music, em-

ploying extraordinarily low ranges for the bass 

voices with Ockeghem probably his main influence 

(Ockeghem's is the first surviving polyphonic req-

uiem; it survives in an incomplete form from 1470). A 

Franco Flemish composer, probably born in modern 

Belgium, La Rue spent years in Spain although his 

most productive years were probably in Brussels. 

The work is a patchwork of duos, quartets and quin-

tets linked by a common thread of chant. 

 

Brumel's work is less in the mode of free expression 

and more constrained by the functionality of the 

mass, but through elegant harmonisation of the chant 

tunes, Brumel gently generates long poised melodies 

out of the simplest ideas.  His is the first known poly-

phonic setting of the Dies irae. He is perhaps less in-

fluenced by Ockeghem, displaying a greater affinity 

with Italian music. He was choir master at Notre-

Dame de Paris 1498 - 1500 and later spent years in 

Italy.  

 

Palestrina's use of alternating polyphonic and chant 

passages refresh each other constantly in another 

wonderful composition. 

 

Friday 2nd August at 1-30 - Stabat Mater 1749, by 

Pergolesi 1710 - 1736 

Dying at 26, Pergolesi didn't live to witness the 

popularity his music achieved in the next 20 years or 

so, or to know that this work became the most 

printed work in the 18th century. It is thought to be 

the one of the composer's last works when he knew 

of his impending death. In 1754 Rousseau described 

the opening bars to be "the most perfect and most 

touching to have come from the pen of any musi-

cian". This is one of the "and then . . . . . ?" works in 

our program for this year, where we 'stray' from Req-

uiem to other liturgically based choral music sug-

gested by members of our group. 

Wagner - The Ring Cycle                                                
Vic Say 5472 1841 

 

August 16 - Siegfried - the MetOpera DVD 

-  
 

We will meet at 4-30pm at Vic & Felicity's 

- with something to share for a light meal. 

 
We'll again watch Pappano's Covent Garden 

introduction, so we'll start at 4-30, to finish 

about 10-30. 

 

Opera -  
an occasional evening series  
Vic Say 5472 1841 

 

August 2nd - Adriana Lecouvreur of 1902 by 

Francesco Cilea - 7pm 

 
This is a ravishing Royal Opera House production 

from 2010 - conducted by Mark Elder, with Angela 

Gheorghiu as Adriana and Jonas Kaufman as Mau-

rizio in a drama of love and intrigue. Ravishing in-

deed  

 

Friday 16th August at 1-30 - Requiem by Lotti 1667 

- 1740 

We are repeating Lotti by popular request after 

hearing it for the first time last year. It is considered 

remarkable for its abundance of invention with up 

to 8 part harmony. Lotti probably grew up in Hano-

ver, however his sphere of activity was almost en-

tirely within the Cathedral of San Marco in Venice, 

but he did visit Dresden, where is said Bach copied 

some of his music. He is also said to be an influence 

on Handel, Zelenka and other German composers. 
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iSSUES OF CONCERN                                                                         
CAROL DORMAN  5472 4429. 

 
After two weeks away it was difficult to plunge into the maelstrom of current affairs again even if the news of Kevin's 

resurrection got through to me in the Cape York wilderness. 

The adverse assessment of a Sri Lankan refugee by ASIO, in spite of the Immigration Department finding that he was a 

genuine refugee who should be granted a protection visa, raised concern. This man has been honest about his and his 

familiy's connection with the Tamil Tigers during the civil war. Many Sri Lankans with connections to the Tamil Tigers 

have been granted refugee status and are now living peacefully in Australia.  ASIO would have sought information 

about this man from the Sri Lankan authorities. Is this information to be trusted? Adverse advice by ASIO about refu-

gees is not questioned by the Immigration Department or by the Federal Government in general. Appeals by refugees to 

the Supreme Court can only end in advice from the judge to ASIO which may or may not be followed. 

The decline in the standard of journalism in Australia is discussed from time to time. Mark Latham has written a piece 

in the Financial Review which focuses attention on the Canberra Press Gallery. The use of "off the record" journalism is 

prevalent. Politicians and journalists do "deals" whereby the politicians feed "off the record" information to journalists 

who then report it as fact without checking the authenticity of that information. Getting the story is more important than 

quality or accuracy and " off  the record" articles are cheap, easy to produce and require no research or checking. 

To finish on a positive note. On a sheep property near Mildura the first stage of Victoria's solar farm is up and running 

producing 1.5 megawatts of electricity, enough to supply 500 homes with power. Forty dishes collect sunlight and con-

centrate it to solar converters. The next stage is to expand to 2000 dishes, generating 100 megawatts. This project has 

received $110 million in State and Federal funds towards building a full commercial operation. 

CLASS NOTES 

Anagrams?  
 

When you rearrange the letters:  
 

PRESBYTERIAN  becomes  BEST IN PRAYER   
ASTRONOMER  becomes         MOON STARER    
DESPERATION  becomes         A ROPE ENDS IT   
THE EYES  becomes             THEY SEE    
GEORGE BUSH  becomes        HE BUGS GORE    
THE MORSE CODE becomes HERE COME DOTS 
DORMITORY becomes               DIRTY ROOM    
SLOT MACHINES  becomes      CASH LOST IN ME    
 ANIMOSITY becomes :              IS NO AMITY  
ELECTION RESULTS LIES  —-LET'S RECOUNT    
 

Tom Comerford’s Class 

“Russian Revolutions of 1917” 

THE EARTHQUAKES becomes THAT QUEER SHAKE    

ELEVEN PLUS TWO becomes  TWELVE PLUS ONE   

MOTHER-IN-LAW  becomes      WOMAN  HITLER   

SNOOZE ALARMS becomes    ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S    

A DECIMAL POINT becomes     I'M  A  DOT IN PLACE    


