
16 August 2020 Year A

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 547
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Let the peoples prasie you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 17 August 2020 - SAT 23 August 2020
MON: Ezekiel 24:15-24, Matthew 19:16-22 TUE: Ezekiel 28:1-10, Matthew 19:23-30 WED: Ezekiel 34:1-11, 
Matthew 20:1-16a THU: Ezekiel 36:23-28, Matthew 22:1-14 FRI: Ezekiel 37:1-14, Matthew 22:34-40 SAT: 
Ezekiel 43:1-7, Matthew 23:1-12

  You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. Let us 
continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

During this period, our office staff will be working from home. If you have any 
enquries, you can still call the office number or email to us.

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Church of Saints Peter and Paul

Celebrate Mass online
with us every Sunday.

Twentieth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

16 August 2020 • 11.00am

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ https://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG



Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time – 16 Aug 2020

God's love belongs to all of us, according to the readings of the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time. In 
Isaiah, God promises “my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” Paul, in his Letter to 
the Romans, tells us “the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable” and refers to himself as the “apostle 
to the Gentiles.” In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus hears the pleas of a “foreign” woman, a Canaanite who begs 
Jesus to heal her daughter.

Wednesday is the Memorial of Saint Bernard, abbot and doctor of the Church. Thursday is the Memorial 
of Saint Pius X, pope. Friday is the Memorial of the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

We continue reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel. We are treated to some of the best of 
Ezekiel’s prophesy this week. He is sharp and biting in his calls for conversion and comforting in his 
prophesy about God's fidelity and mercy, especially in the field of dry bones that come to life.

In this week’s selection from Matthew’s Gospel we read some wonderful words of Jesus about being his 
follower. Jesus tells a rich, young man to sell what he has and give it to the poor. “Then come, follow 
me.” The man went away with sadness because “he had many possessions.” When Jesus tells his 
disciples how hard it is for the rich to be saved, his disciples worry, but he says “for God all things are 
possible.” Jesus says there will be a great turning of the tables - the last being the first and the first falling 
to last place. But, he tells them the parable of the landowner that hires workers throughout the day, 
including the last hours. When he pays them all the same, the workers who worked all day grumbled. 
Jesus asks, “Are you envious because I am generous?” He adds again, “The last will be first, and the first 
will be last.” A king gives a wedding banquet for his son but many were too busy to come. Others killed 
the servants who carried the invitation. “Many are invited, but few are chosen.” When asked the greatest 
commandment he gives the double command of loving God and neighbour. Jesus warns against the 
self-serving ways of the religious elite. He says, "The greatest among you must be your servant."

Keys are central to readings for the Twenty-First Sunday of Ordinary Time. The first reading from Isaiah 
offers the story of the faithful servant Eliakim, who will be given the keys for his master’s palace. Paul’s 
brief reading from the Letter to the Romans is a moving prayer filled with awe at the depth and 
unknowing ways of our Lord. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus asks his followers what people are saying 
about him. Then he asks the real question, “Who do you say I am?” Peter’s direct answer, “You are the 
Christ” prompts Jesus’ reply that Peter would be given the keys to the kingdom of heaven and would be 
the rock upon which his church would be built.

Daily Prayer This Week

As we go through our everyday life this week, we carry this week’s gospels and their vivid descriptions 
of our relationship with Jesus. What is he asking of us this week?

Each day, we begin with the practice of briefly pausing at our bedside to focus the day with a 15-30 
second prayer. It is helpful to develop this habit by simply doing it three or four days in a row. Even if I 
say that I'm half-awake at this time, we can discover what a difference this way of beginning the day can 
be. With practice, it gets easier to say, “Thank you for this day, Lord. Please, be with me today, especially 
when I do ______ this morning and this afternoon as I _________ . Give me more patience, love and trust 
in you.”

While washing up and dressing, I can expand this prayer, in a simple friend-to-friend conversation with 
our Lord. This kind of bond or checking-in with our Lord at the beginning of the day, lets a background 
relationship develop and grow, while I'm doing many things. It changes my consciousness and takes my 

fundamental relationship with God and unites and integrates it with the things I’m doing, whether they 
are pleasant, routine or quite difficult.

Throughout the week I might be thinking of what it would mean for me, in my circumstances, to sell 
what I have, give it to the poor, and really follow Jesus. What is preventing me from following the Lord 
more completely? Are there “riches” that I know are barriers to my surrendering to God's will more 
freely? What seems to possess me? Recognising our lack of freedom in one or another area is the first 
step in being able to ask for the grace of freedom from the things that possess me - even when I know 
they are not good for me.

We might also ask the Lord to show us what he desires that we be “free for.” “Freedom from” is the first 
part of our relationship. Then, we are free to be sent. What am I being freed for? What loving, what new 
generosity, what type of self-giving? What neighbour, person in my family, or the poor of the world, am 
I being called to notice and serve? We might ask the Lord to reveal to us this week how we are called to 
be servant.

We will still do what is on our schedule, respond to all our commitments. The difference will be that we 
will do it while we are more “in touch” with the Lord. Staying focused and connecting with our Lord 
throughout the day is at the heart of prayer, “Raising our minds and hearts to God.”

And, at the end of each day, we give thanks for this gifted presence that day.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web 
site:http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html. Used with permission.

Reflection

A theme running through today’s readings is that of universalism. In the first reading we find: even the 
foreigner... will be accepted..., a non-genetic incorporation: my house... a house of prayer for all peoples. 
The psalm response sings: O God, let all the nations praise you. And in the second reading Paul presents 
himself to the Romans as apostle of the Gentiles.

It is against this background awareness that today’s gospel reading stands out as a crumbling of barriers 
between Jews and Gentiles. We observe a very tender “haggling” between Jesus, a Jew, and the 
non-Jewish Gentile woman in an almost typical middle-Easterner haggling. The woman was arguing 
from her heart, not from theological principles, and her heart reveals a faith and trust that could not be 
articulated at a theological level. Jesus gets her message and tells her: you have great faith. The scene 
and its outcome are reminiscent of the exchange between Jesus and Mary at the Cana wedding, where 
Jesus states my hour has not yet come and yet Mary’s heart wins the day. In today’s scene we seem to 
hear my hour to expand beyond the boundaries has not yet come, but the woman’s heart wins the day.

Universalism is at the root of Christianity, indeed the very word Catholic means precisely 
all-encompassing. The reason I can proclaim the gospel in English is precisely universalism, since the 
gospel was not initially proclaimed in English and in fact it was not even proclaimed in Greek, the 
language of the written gospels, but in Aramaic. After centuries of circling the wagons, the Church has 
regained this universal perspective and ecumenism has been strongly present in the Second Vatican 
Council and in the Popes since that council. A non-adversarial attitude.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/081620.html
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8月23日起，星期六，早上10时
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将通过以下 Facebook 与 Youtube 链接播放。

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

请点击链接观看。

别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。

请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 
专页点赞，可获得堂区资讯与信息。
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Talk by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD

16 August 2020, 12.30pm

Part One

Join us online with the link below: 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

Church of Saints Peter and Paul presents
A Series of Carmelite Spirituality Talks



https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

https://tinyurl.com/yc9tnvqu
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将通过以下 Facebook 与 Youtube 链接播放。

8月15日，星期六，早上10时

请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。

请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 

Facebook 专页点赞，可获得堂区资讯与信息。
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To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



Join us online with the link below: 

The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the email below

Every Thursday
10.00am 

spp.sg.ijdevotion@gmail.com

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/



Bring along
valid identification

Verification of
Mass booking

through MARS

Safe entry and
check temperature

Check-Out and
DO NOT gather
in church after mass

scan
QR code

at the pew
Adhere to
safe distancing
and DO NOT
change your seat

Wear
your mask
at all times

Follow 
directional signs
and instructions

DO NOT
SIT HERE

CHECK-IN

CHECK-OUT

bit.ly/sppctr Contact
Tracing

These measures are in accordance to MCCY guidlines and may be changed based on government advisory and COVID-19 situation.

As we prepare to return back to church for Mass,
be patient and follow the safety measures and

the instructions from our volunteers.

https://mycatholic.sg/schedule

Church of
Saints Peter and Paul



CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a 
free subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best 
Catholic resources for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to 
sppchurch.formed.org. See that the name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. 
Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. You’re are ready to enjoy 
You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED 
app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations

to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere.

Supporting thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish

programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile or connected device.

Watch, listen and read,
anywhere, anytime.



A Call to Share in God's Plan - The work of a Catechist is truly God's work. 
Because of this, a Catechist is called, not just to teach, but to partake in the mission 
of God to bring Christ's light to all. We ask for prayers that more people will respond 
to this calling and the grace for us to seek out the right catechists. If any of you feel 
called or would like to discern your call, please contact Elisa & Nicolette email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com



SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other person  concerned. The 
Parish Building is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will 
include the columbarium. For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be 
closed. Subsequent niche blessings and internment of urns will take place on 
Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis only. 

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of  
 our Church and Mass offerings; 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and
 Community;
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent
 de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM 
OCD, Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
administered from 5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at 
the baptistery (back of the church). On Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before 
each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)

Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),

  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)

Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm

Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)

Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)

Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 

Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)

Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am - 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am - 1.00pm

Lunch hours : 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.

Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg


