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At the mercy of blAck-mArket
Persistent fuel scarcity has given rise to endless queues at refuelling stations across the country, creating a huge business opportunity for black-market racketeers. To save productive 
man-hour, many motorists find themselves at the mercy of these black marketers who sell at more than double the price of products.           Pictures by Pius Okeosisi
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L-R:  Solomon Ogundele, British American Tobacco Nigeria (BATN) consultant; Rasheed Bakare, chairman , 
Nigerian Independent Tobacco Association (NITA), Yode Ayanlowo, director, Rural Development, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Oyo State Kayode Oshodi,  head of leaf, BATN, and S. A. Adeniyi,  director of projects monitoring 
and evaluation, Oyo State Agricultural Development Programme (OYSADEP), at the BATN leaf pricing ceremony 
in Iseyin, Oyo State.

Governor Abiola Ajimobi of Oyo State (m) chairperson, Oyo State Market Leaders Council, Amudalat Lawal (2nd 
l), Member, Labake Lawal; PRO, Najimudeen Azeez and another member,  Kolayode Yisau at the inauguration 
of Oyo State Market Leaders Council by governorAjimobi in Ibadan Oyo, State.

Sitting: Commandant, National Defence College (NDC), Adeniyi Osinowo (6th); Gov. Aminu Masari of Katsina 
State (7th l);Secretary to the Katsina State government, Mustapha Inuwa,   during Governor Masari’s visit to 
delivers lecture to the NDC course 26 participants in Abuja on Friday.

L-R : Taiwo Oyemade, chairman, Lagos State Civil Commission; Tunji Bello,  Secretary to the State Government 
(SSG); Idiat Adebule, deputy governor , Lagos State, governor Akinwunmi Ambode of Lagos State; Folasade 
Adesoye,  head of service, Lagos State, Fiyinfoluwa Ogunbanke , permanent secretary, Lagos State, Omobolanle 
Ogunmola Public Service Office; Babatunde Rotinwa, permanent secretary, Local Government Service 
Commission, and chairman, Local Government Commission, at the Lagos State Executive and Permanent 
Secretary’s retreat at Epe in Lagos.

Director General National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) Suleiman Kazaure inspecting Quarter guard mounted by 
Batch ‘B’ Stream II Corps Members during his visit to Wailo Orientation Camp in Bauchi.  

Governor Muhammed Abubukar of Bauchi (7th r) bishop of  Bauchi Catholic Diocese, Hilary Dacholom (8th r) and 
others during the visit of the Bishop and some priest to the government house in Bauchi.

Governor Godwin Obaseki (middle) reading with Okuomose Wisdom of Obazua Primary School (left); Awesome 
Zoe Igberase of Emotan Primary School (2nd left); Faith Ereboro of Lumley Primary School (2nd right); Sunday 
Glory of Oba Ewuare Primary School (right) at the flag-off ceremony of Edo Reading Culture Campaign organised 
by the state chapter of the Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA) and the state government, at Imaguero College 
Hall, in Benin City on Friday, January 26, 2018.

L-R: Ijeoma Akinwumi, Consultant Pediatrician, Lagos State University Teaching Hospital, Debasish Saha, Director 
Epidemiology and Health Outcomes GSK Vaccines  Belgium, Ngozi Ibeziako, Outgoing PAN President, Omolaja 
Odunuga, Medical Director GSK Nigeria, Dorothy Esangbedo, President UNAPSA and Past President PAN, 
Prof Richard Adegbola, Director Scientific Affairs and Public Health GSK Vaccines Belgium and Prof Olugbenga 
Mokuolu, Dept of Pediatrician Unilorin Teaching Hospital during UNAPSA and PAN annual general meeting and 
Scientific conference 2018, theme “Impact of Deprivation and Inequity on the African Child” held in Abuja.
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IgnatIus Chukwu

uDOka agwu, umuahia
Buhari has released funds to FERMA for 
federal roads’ repair, says Magnus Abe

M
agnus Ngei 
Abe, chair-
man, Senate 
Committee 
on Federal 

Road Management Agency 
(FERMA, says President 
Muhammadu Buhari has 
released funds for the repair 
of federal roads across the 
country.

Abe, who represents Riv-
ers South-East Senatorial 
District in the National As-
sembly, an Ogoni son, made 
the disclosure while speak-
ing to newsmen shortly af-
ter inspecting repair works 
on Ayam/Obuku/ Umuosi/
Obeaku and Mgboji roads in 
Oyigbo Local Government 
Area of Rivers State.

He stated that more roads 
would receive the atten-
tion of FERMA as funds 
have been made available 
towards making them safer 
and conducive for motorists.

The senator further 
stated that FERMA, as an 
intervention agency, would 
continue to deliver quality 
roads that would improve 
the lives of people. 

Abe said: “Personally, 
I am grateful to President 
Muhammadu Buhari and 
the management of Federal 
Road Maintenance Agency 

He went on: “So for me, 
am just full of gratitude 
and I just want to encour-
age FERMA because this 
didn’t happen here alone, it 
happened in several places 
across this country where 
people could not move and 
FERMA intervened to make 
it possible for Nigerians to 
continue to move. And more 
of that is going to happen in 
the weeks ahead because 
the president has autho-
rised the release of funds to 
FERMA. They are already 
on-going projects, maintain-
ing federal roads across the 
country that will resume in 

and other stakeholders who 
have made this possible for 
the people of this local gov-
ernment to be remembered 
at this time and to improve 
the quality of their own 
lives. 

“The whole thing about 
government is that govern-
ment is about the people. So 
when we continue to create 
distractions that keep people 
in bondage, it does not help 
the country. The important 
thing is that wherever we 
can intervene to make life 
livable for Nigerians we 
should do so and we should 
do so as quickly as possible.”

Abia APC chieftain denies anti-party allegation

C
hibuike Ukauwa, a 
chieftain of All Pro-
gressives Congress 
(APC) in Abia State, 

has denied online news me-
dium which quoted him as 
saying that APC would fail 
in 2019 election if the state 
leadership of APC denies him 
governorship ticket.

Ukauwa, who made the 
denial in a statement issued 
to newsmen in Umuahia 
by his Media Aide, Chijindu 
Emeruwa, described the 
online news as the figment 
of the author’s imagination, 

the next couple of weeks.” 
Meanwhile, Abe has 

said the visit of the General 
Overseer of the Redeemed 
Christian Church of God 
(RCCG), Enoch Adeboye, 
to Ogoni will restore peace 
and bring prosperity to the 
people. 

Abe, who disclosed this 
while speaking at the Ogoni 
Gospel Crusade, held in Bori, 
Headquarters of Khana Lo-
cal Government Area of the 
state, expressed hope that 
the land which has suffered 
years of neglect and under-
development would begin 
to experience development 
and transformation.

The Senator stated that 
the prayers and supplica-
tions of Christian leaders in 
Ogoni land were crucial to 
the spiritual upliftment of 
the people, declaring that 
the political class in Ogoni 
would complement the ef-
fort of the spiritual leaders 
in ensuring lasting peace in 
the area.  

He said: “I believe that 
by the grace of God it takes 
our collective efforts and 
then when the people come 
out like this and hear this 
message of peace, love and 
hope, it makes  our own task  
easier because when we 
talk about peace we will be  
keying into what the people 
already want.

G
overnor Abiola 
A j i m o b i  h a s 
commended the 
Federal Govern-
ment for acced-

ing to the clarion call of the 
state for the establishment 
of more police commands 
in the state. 

The governor gave the 
commendation as the state 
Commissioner of Police, 
Abiodun Odude led the top 
echelon of the state com-
mand on a visit to the Gov-
ernor’s Office, Ibadan. 

The police boss visited 
the Ajimobi to inform him 
of the creation of three ad-
ditional police commands 
in the state. 

Ajimobi, who said that 
there was a pending request 
for the establishment of 
three additional commands, 
commended the gallantry 
of the officers and men of 
the state police command 
in ridding the state of crimi-

akInremI FeyIsIpO, Ibadan 

nalities 
He that the reigning 

peace in the state was the 
bulwark behind his admin-
istration’s major achieve-
ments. The governor rued 
the pervading paucity of 

fund, which he blamed for 
the inability of the govern-
ment to assist the police and 
other security formations 
more than he was presently 
doing in his drive for a near 
zero crime rate in the state.

He said: “We should be 
more grateful to the po-
lice authority in Oyo State, 
because through them we 
were able to transform the 
state from one that was no-
torious for violence in the 
past, which earned us the 
tag of a ‘garrison command’ 
to a very peaceful state that 
we are today.

“All our achievements 
in the areas of commerce, 
education, culture and tour-
ism, urban renewal as well as 
provision of standard health 
services are attributable 
to good and well-secured 
environment made possible 
by our collaboration with 
the police.  

“We would have been 
able to do more towards 
empowering the police but 
for the paucity of fund ex-
perienced lately. But, we 
promise to do all we can to 
maintain peace and make 
Oyo State the darling of busi-
ness interests from Nigeria 
and from abroad.”

 Odude, however, said 

that the state was one of 
the most peaceful states 
in the country, just as the 
Governor, Abiola Ajimobi, 
declared that Ibadan, the 
state capital, was no longer 
a ‘garrison command.’

 A former National Chair-
man of the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party,  Ahmadu Ali, 
had in 2006 (an era notorious 
for political turmoil and brig-
andage) referred to Ibadan as 
a ‘garrison command’ and 
named a late stalwart of the 
party,  Lamidi Adedibu, the 
‘garrison commander.’

Odude, who commended 
the governor for his admin-
istration’s continuous sup-
port for the state command, 
said that the gesture had 
assisted the police in main-
taining peace, law and order, 
as well as in taming the band 
of motor park overlords that 
had made life hellish for 
residents until 2011.

He expressed the appre-
ciation of the police to the 
governor and other stake-
holders, whose combined 

Ibadan no longer notorious ‘Garrison command’ - Ajimobi

Ajimobi

efforts and cooperation, he 
said, had made policing less 
cumbersome across the state. 

The CP said, “Oyo State 
is one of the most peace-
ful states in Nigeria today; 
and this is not achieved 
overnight. I can easily say 
it was achieved through 
continuous support given by 
the present administration 
in the state under Governor 
Abiola Ajimobi.

“The administration is 
sparing no expense in pro-
viding logistics supports and 
all other things needed to get 
the job done and today we 
are the best for it. The people 
are happy for the reign of 
peace, which has culmi-
nated into good business 
environment for investors.

 “We are also using this 
opportunity to thank other 
stakeholders, whose com-
bined support and coop-
eration has brought relative 
peace to Oyo State. This 
peaceful atmosphere has 
enhanced social life and the 
economy of the state.”  

adding that the author must 
be acting out a script by his 
political detractors to incite 
him against the leadership 
of APC in Abia state.

The APC stalwart cat-
egorically said that there 
was never a time he granted 
an interview to any online 
news platform and won-
dered where the manipulat-
ed news and video emanated 
from.

He described the online 
news and video as the height 
of journalism rascality and 
urged the online news me-
dium and the publisher to 
practise the trade with ci-
vility. 

… as Oyo gets three more police commands

Buhari

akInremI FeyIsIpO, Ibadan 

Ibadan abbatoir ready, as Oyo considers credit facilities for butchers

O
yo State govern-
ment is partnering 
with some banks to 
provide meat vans 

as well as credit facilities to 
butchers in the state. 

Executive Secretary, Oyo 
State Bureau of Investment 
Promotion, Yinka Fatai who 
disclosed this after a tour 
of the Central abattoir at 
Amosun Village, in Akinyele 
Local Government Area said 
the state government had 
two years ago provided N50 
million for interest-free loans 
to butchers association out of 
which 1,000 butchers ben-
efited.He disclosed that the 
Bureau is “presently working 
on insurance scheme for the 
butchers to access compensa-
tion whenever their animals 
were lost to diseases.

Fatoki however empha-

sized that the Governor 
Ajimobi-led administration 
in the state would not relent 
in its effort at promoting 
business-friendly environ-
ment and quality services to 
the people.

He hinted that the inter-
national standard Ibadan 
Central Abattoir is now ready 
and to be commissioned soon 
for use by butchers.

According to the Execu-
tive Secretary, Oyo State 
Bureau of Investment Pro-
motion, the Ibadan Central 
Abattoir “is the most ultra-
modern in Nigeria,”  and that 
the investment in the facility 
has enormous benefits to the 
butchers, people and govern-
ment. Fatoki maintained that 
already, butchers should 
be enlightened on the ben-
efits of the  modern abbatoir 
rather than the use of force 
to relocate them as done in 
some states.
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L-R: Shuaib Audu, executive director, Investments, Stanbic IBTC Asset Management Ltd (SIAML); Mansur 
Ibrahim, founder, Ahlulbaiti and Sahaba Foundation Nigeria; Akeem Oyewale, chief executive, Stanbic IBTC 
Nominees Ltd; Bunmi Dayo-Olagunju, chief executive, SIAML, and Babalola Obilana, executive director, Business 
Development & Service, SIAML; during presentation of cheque to the Ahlulbaiti and Sahaba Foundation by the 
Stanbic IBTC Imaan Fund in Lagos.

Civil society, media collaboration seen 
promoting social justice, accountability

A 
section of me-
dia practitio-
ners and civil 
society groups 
say they will 

deepen collaboration and 
work more together since 
they can achieve their simi-
lar goals of promoting social 
justice and accountability 
faster through collaboration 
rather than working in silos.

This is contained in a 
communiqué issued at the 
end of a one-day round-
table meeting on media and 
civil society organisations 
partnership for governance 
and accountability cam-
paigns organised by the 
International Centre for In-
vestigative Reporting (ICIR) 
and supported by the Ford 
Foundation.

The round table brought 
together 34 participants 
from the media and civil 
society groups across West 
Africa to deliberate on how 
to create effective partner-
ship and collaboration to 
promote governance and 
accountability.

Some of the identified 
obstacles to seamless col-
laboration include lack of 
knowledge of the operations 
of each group, unethical 
practices of some media 
organisations, lack of trans-
parency by some CSOs, inad-
equate expertise in crafting 
fitting media messages to 
pitch were some of the iden-
tified constraints.

ISAAC ANYAOGU

“Section 22 of the 1999 
Nigerian constitution (as 
amended) gives the media 
sole responsibility of holding 
the government account-
able and ensuring compli-
ance with the Fundamental 
Objectives and Directive 
Principles of State Policy 
contained in chapter two of 
the constitution. Experience 
has demonstrated that the 
media cannot play this role 
alone without the help of 
the CSOs, using the judiciary 
to enforce such compliance,” 
said the communiqué.

The consequence of this 
situation is that both groups 

treat each other with sus-
picion and failure to col-
laborate makes it difficult 
to hold society to account 
allowing for pervasive cor-
ruption, social injustice and 
lack of accountability in the 
management of state affairs 
and resources.

Therefore, the group 
agreed that the way forward 
is that both organisations 
improve their capacity, com-
petences and knowledge 
of their roles and contribu-
tions. CSOs were urged to 
learn about storytelling and 
news writing as a way to 
engage media specifically 

and other stakeholders in 
a general sense and recruit 
persons with communica-
tion and media backgrounds 
to handle their external 
communication

“It is important to include 
media practitioners in the 
activities of CSOs from the 
planning and execution 
of such programmes and 
make them partners as a 
way of creating a sense of 
ownership for them while 
also drawing from their 
expertise and experience in 
the development and imple-
mentation of such projects,” 
it said.

2019: Group urges Abia philanthropist to join race for Rep

A 
group known as Ik-
wuano/Umuahia 
Media Profession-
als has appealed 

to Charles Nzechi, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Multiple 
Travels Limited, to consider 
contesting elective position, 
pledging to give him the nec-

essary support to occupy the 
seat of Ikwuano/Umuahia 
federal constituency in 2019.

The group made the call 
after an enlarged meeting it  
held in Umuahia, Abia State 
capital, describing Nzechi as 
tested and trusted man who 
has distinguished himself 
in all spheres of human en-
deavour.

Simon Ibelegbu and Chi-

 UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

Unilorin Don tasks government, 
others on standard of education

A
bdulrazaq Der-
emi Abubakre, a 
professor of Ara-
bic, University of 

Ilorin, has advocated for 
more commitment from 
the government and well 
meaning Nigerians towards 
improving standard of edu-
cation in the country.

Abubakre, who spoke 
with BDSUNDAY at a book 
launch in his honour as he 
retires from service, pointed 
out that enough money 
should be voted for educa-
tion and judiciously utilised.

Speaking on how to 
reduce the rate at which 
Nigerians go abroad for 
schooling, the professor 
said: “Standard of education 
in Nigeria can be improved 
if the rulers are commit-
ted to education. If they 
themselves know the value 

of education, if they vote 
enough money to educa-
tion and ensure that what 
is voted for, is judiciously 
utilised”.

Abubakre said his great-
est achievements in the past 
70 years have been in the 
area of education. He also 
noted that improvement 
was needed in the areas of 
technology and infrastruc-
ture.

The Septuagenarian ad-
vised that governance and 
the governed, need to be 
patient, tolerant, maintain 
quality and equity, and the 
fear God.

The book titled “Islam, 
Intellectualism and Integ-
rity” is a commemorative 
publication in honour of 
the foremost Professor of 
Arabic in West Africa, writ-
ten collectively by selected 
academics and scholars 
who have benefited from 
Abubakre’s rich academic 
career.

jindu Emeruwa, chairman 
and secretary of the group 
respectively, explained that 
the group found Nzechi wor-
thy for the seat of Ikwuano/
Umuahia constituency due 
to his philanthropic gestures 
and contributions to the 
development of Ikwuano/
Umuahia. 

The group, however, 
backed Ohuhu clan in Umua-

hia North Local Government 
of the state for a shot at the 
National Assembly come 
2019, pointing out that other 
clans in Ikwuano/Umuahia 
had taken their own turn.

The group vowed to re-
sist any clandestine move 
by unscrupulous elements 
to thwart the chances of 
Ohuhu clan from producing 
the next federal lawmaker.

Korede Bello makes cameo 
appearance in Professor Johnbull

G
lobacom-sponsored 
television drama 
series, Professor 
Johnbull, will this 

week x-ray the dark side of 
the internet where some 
users hide to defraud other 
unsuspecting users.

The episode, titled Fake 
Accounts, satirizes the ac-
tivities of internet fraudsters 
who clone online accounts 
of known celebrities to send 
requests and chats to mem-
bers of the public in order to 
fleece them.

In the play, Celebrity 
hip hop singer who makes 
a cameo appearance, Ko-
rede Bello has his account 
cloned by a scammer, who 
dupes Mai Doya (Funky 
Mallam) to the tune of 
N100,000, just as Jumoke 
(Bidemi Kosoko), who is in 
the process of being duped 
by a fake Olamide, and 
Flash (Stephen Odimgbe) 
pay the sum of N50,000 to 
a fake Personal Assistant 
to a cloned TV goddess, 
Nadia Buhari.

How did the Nkwobi 
seller, Olaniyi (Yomi Fash 
L a n s o ) ,  e s c a p e  b e i n g 
scammed by a fake but 
“beautiful” internet lover? 
Viewers will discover in 
this week’s episode which 
remains a prime time belt 
feature on Tuesday at 8.30 
p.m. on NTA Network, NTA 
International on DSTV 
Channel 251 and  NTA on 
StarTimes with a repeat 
broadcast on Friday on the 
same TV channels and time.

Viewers will also discover 
the meaning of what Korede 
Bello, calls “cat fish”.

At the end, the verbose 
and paternalistic Professor 
Johnbull, acted by the Nol-
lywood legend, Kanayo O. 
Kanayo, elucidates to his 
“proximate people” that ce-
lebrities are simply terrestrial 
beings and not aliens, point-
ing out the absurdity of the 
belief that a celebrity will 
contact anyone to ask for 
financial assistance. He also 
pontificates on fake  Fund Me 
Accounts.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Fulbright language scholars train 200 English Language teachers in Ondo, Oyo

A
lumni of the U.S. 
government spon-
sored Foreign Lan-
guage Teaching 

Assistant (FLTA) Program 
recently concluded a four-
day workshop for primary 
school English Language 
teachers in Ondo and Oyo 
states.

The FLTA Alumni under 
the aegis of Fulbright Lan-
guage Scholars Association 

of Nigeria received a public 
diplomacy grant from the 
United States Consulate Gen-
eral in Lagos to train 200 
teachers drawn from public 
and private schools in both 
states.

Darcy Zotter, Public Af-
fairs Officer, U.S. Consulate 
General, in a statement said 
the workshop was aimed at 
providing the participants 
with new ideas and 21st cen-
tury skills needed to teach 
English language in elemen-
tary schools.

SEYI JOHN SALAU “U.S. Government ex-
change alumni have been at 
the forefront of promoting 
access to qualitative educa-
tion, good governance and 
civic engagement through-
out Nigeria. 

“They have strong ties to 
their communities and with 
the support of the U.S. Mis-
sion, create and execute proj-
ects to address specific needs, 
including basic education.

“Our support for this proj-
ect demonstrates U.S. govern-
ment’s continuing commit-

ment to the education sector 
and English teaching and 
learning in Nigeria,” Zotter 
stated.

Oladoyin Abiona, Gen-
eral Secretary, Fulbright 
Language Scholars Associa-
tion, in her remarks said the 
alumni group hopes to build 
a professional network of 
elementary English language 
teachers for knowledge shar-
ing. “Our overall objective is 
to facilitate the advancement 
of education in Nigeria,” said 
Abiona.
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Interrogating Rivers’ N510bn 2018 Budget

R
ivers State is to spend 
N510bn in 2018 if the 
proposed fiscal plan is 
passed into law. The 
relevant committees of 

the House of Assembly are working 
hard on budget defence. The Gov-
ernor of the state, Nyesom Wike, a 
lawyer, administrator, former two-
time local boss, former chief of staff 
to the governor, former minister, 
etc, presented this on January 11, 
2018, to the Rivers State House of 
Assembly.

This fiscal plan must be inter-
rogated to understand its inner 
mechanisms and possibilities. This 
is because the annual budget is the 
most comprehensive, the biggest, 
and the strongest policy tool to 
deliver the social contract between 
the state and the citizens, as well as 
deliver the proverbial dividends of 
democracy. It is actually the package 
that reveals the formula for sharing 
the national cake. It is also the policy 
tool that decides the philosophy of 
the government on seat. Those who 
want to follow, support, or oppose 
the government have to first obtain, 
understand, and interpret the an-
nual budgets otherwise called the 
fiscal plan.

This is why it is passed into a law. 
Its breach is serious; an impeachable 
offence.

Ranking the budgets from 2008
The first good news to a Riv-

ers man probably is that the 2018 
budget is the second highest in 
the history of the state, at least 
on paper. Going by inflation rates 
and depreciation/devaluation over 
the years, it may not be really as 
high as it sounds, but that is left to 
econometrics. The highest is the 
2008 budget of N544.5bn under 
Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi which 
came in his first full year in office. 
He submitted N280bn to the parlia-
ment which upped it to N377.5bn. 
On October 3, 2008, the governor 
submitted a supplementary budget 
of N177.9Bn to bring all to N544.5bn. 
Wike has now snatched the second 
highest position from him while the 
3rd highest is Amaechi’s 2013 fiscal 

plan of N490.32bn. The 4th is the 
2014 budget of N485.52bn. These 
could not have been out of the hard 
work of a governor but could only be 
a fall-out of the rising oil fortunes of 
the nation. Many think sharing the 
cake is the preoccupation of leader-
ship, and not the baking of cake.

Check your figures again
Budget broadcast either on ra-

dio (in the days of the military) or 
presentation to the Parliament is 
usually listened to with rapt atten-
tion by the masses. So, key figures 
of the main budget are extracted 
carefully without any single error 
because the whole nation or state is 
listening. The speech is later distrib-
uted especially to the media and it 
becomes a working document. Only 
few persons bother to hunt for the 
proper budget full of tabular work 
and tiny figures.

The figures presented by Gover-
nor Wike stated that N132bn would 
be for Recurrent while N380bn 
(N379,997,687,404) would be for cap-
ital. If added up, it gives N511.998bn 
or N512bn as total budget. Those 
studying the budget are wondering 
why the figures did not add up, and 
the governor was made to read it 
loudly to the whole state. The calcu-
lators could have helped out.

BDSUNDAY had to contact some 
top aides of the governor and the 
budget office where the full figures 
reside. There, the total for Recurrent 
is N130bn, not N132bn. The Com-
missioner for Budget, Isaac Kamalu, 
made it clear to this writer that the 
one in his office/handbook, N130bn, 
is the correct figure. He insists that 
the Rivers State 2018 Budget is 
N510bn, not N512bn.

Another horrifying figure mis-

hap is on paragraph 19 where the 
governor read out seven income 
subheads thus FAAC N40bn, 13% 
N120bn, VAT N6bn, IGR N132bn, 
Reimbursements N70bn, Loans 
N70bn, and Capital receipts N20bn. 
These added up only to N458bn. But, 
a careful study of the real budget 
which the Parliament is debating 
shows the following income sub-
heads: FAAC (plus VAT, 13percent, 
Paris Club refund, etc) N210bn; 
IGR N152bn (making N362bn), lo-
cal loans N87bn, World Bank loan 
N61bn, totaling N510bn. Many 
wonder why the governor’s figure 
is N458bn without any attempt to 
indicate that he left out some with 
words such as ‘etc’, if that was the 
intention. 

The governor also read out that 
the IGR target for 2017 was N132bn 
where actually it was N168.857bn. 
The state realised N71.1bn by the 
9th month, showing that it could 
end up at N94bn by 12th month 
in 2017. Here, conflicting figures 
marred the budget speech; N132bn 
and N168.85bn.

It is expected that these figures 
would be polished at the Parliament 
for final signing into law, but the 
fact that the Rivers State Executive 
Council deliberated on the budget 
one week before the presentation 
means that the figures would have 
been ascertained with a comb 
before dancing in public, experts 
said. Would it not be better to give 
the Budget Ministry the governor’s 
speech to crosscheck before His Ex-
cellency goes to the public arena, es-
pecially in a state where the budget 
accessibility is an issue?

Where are the economic out-
look, budget philosophy and prin-
ciples of assumption?

The budget as a policy tool is 
not only about figures and action 
plans but also a policy framework. 
It is usually a segment of the overall 
economic blueprint of any adminis-
tration. It is often extracted from the 
medium term economic framework 
(MTEF). It serves both the brick-
and-mortar implementers, and also 
investors looking for stipulated poli-
cies as an economic contract. It also 
helps economists looking for policy 
analysis and academics looking for 
economic foundations of the fiscal 
planning of a state.

The economic outlook ought to 
help analysts understand where 
Rivers State stands on various eco-
nomic portals such as peace, eco-
nomic stability, political stability, 
national factors and ratings, etc. 
Assumptions and philosophies could 
help analysts and investors under-
stand how the state’s economy and 
financials would interact with oil 
output, impacts of militancy, cultism, 
bunkering, piracy, local content, pro-
ductivity, new products coming out 
of the state, new capital investments 
or divestments, foreign exchange, 
etc. Last year, the state made its fis-
cal policy clear in the outlook of the 
2017 budget. The State chose to ride 
below national assumptions in oil 
output, price benchmark, etc, as a 
way of caution.

As a leading opposition state, 
such economic positioning and 
provisioning help to balance what is 
being said in Abuja as assumptions, 
agreeing or disagreeing, to help 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

- Check your figures again; is it N510bn or N512bn?

- Was 2017 IGR N168bn or N132bn?

-  Broadcast: Income N510bn, but income figures are N458bn only?

-          What economic outlook and assumptions gave birth to the budget?

-          Is this a balanced or deficit budget?

-          Why was governor silent at presentation on subhead earnings of 2017 

 especially IGR, Paris Refund, 13%, etc?

-          Is anyone still claiming the budget is hidden?

-          Security N20bn, Contingency N18bn; how much justification?

-          2017 actual capital N140bn, 2018 proposed capital N380bn; is anybody 

 still challenging Wike as ‘Mr. Project’? 
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analysts obtain a balanced and total 
view. To be the voice of opposition 
is not only in the theatre of political 
rhetoric but in how the figures and 
economic forecasts agree or disagree 
with those of the centre. Business 
leaders and investors do not listen 
much to political rhetoric but to 
fiscal patterns and economic policy 
statements coming from researched 
outcomes. This is important in con-
structing a budget speech.   

Is it a balanced or deficit budget?
Nigerian leaders shy away from 

deficit budgeting but end up swim-
ming in it. One impoverished state 
in the south-south announced a 
budget of N1.3 trillion (even higher 
than Lagos’ N1.046bn reality budg-
et) but could not justify it in the 
financials. If a budget is balanced on 
paper but is stuffed with obviously 
unrealisable income subheads or 
non-feasible loans, it is regarded 
as unrealistic but balanced. If the 
income is less than the expendi-
ture, it is a deficit budget. Now, 
the governor confessed that out of 
the N470bn budgeted in 2017, the 
state got only N279bn. This has 
been the trend in the past several 
years (except in 2008 when a sup-
plementary budget was needed to 
accommodate higher income), how 
is the state sure of getting N510bn 
in 2018? Does it not mean that the 
real or realistic budget is about 
N300bn? Last year posted a deficit 
of N192bn. Does it not show that 
such pattern could follow in N2018 
to about N210bn deficit? If this defi-
cit is wiped off or padded off with 
loans that the governor said he does 
not like, and if IGR is likely to meet 
target, and Paris Club refund is not 
likely to be over N30bn out of the 
proposed N70bn, would these not 
add up to a huge deficit?

If IGR remains at present levels 
(N94bn), it would create a revenue 
gap of about N36bn or contribute 
that much in budget deficit. If an-
other subhead, borrowing of N70bn 
is added, it would grow to almost 
N110bn deficit. Add about N30bn 
deficit from Paris club likely deficit, 
the state may miss another N45bn 
and increase the deficit to between 
N150bn and N210bn.

Dangers of balanced but unre-
alistic budgeting system

The FG does this too, so the 
states follow. The FG 2018 budget 
however is declared from the onset 

as a deficit budget of over two tril-
lion naira. The budgets of states not 
look like realistic fiscal plans. This 
creates further distrust between 
the citizens and the governments 
because the masses swallow these 
figures and expect the projects 
mentioned to be executed. Failure 
leads to the masses accusing the 
governments of diverting the funds 
to private pockets. The credibility 
gap increases and loss of election 
of an incumbent is usually a likely 
outcome especially as the opposi-
tion would cash in on this gap to 
pump in more bad blood.

Why the silence on 2017 in-
come subheads?

The annual budget speeches 
highlight important aspects espe-
cially how each income subhead 
performed the previous year. This is 
where the listeners hear about how 
much the state got from Federation 
account, 13 percent derivation, 
VAT, Capital receipts, etc. This helps 
to compare and to know if the cur-
rent year would perform well. Si-
lence in this area makes the budget 
speech hollow to some persons.

Within the past budget year, 
there was much controversy over 
the silence of the governor on Paris 
Club refunds. Some analysts de-
fended him by saying it would be in 
the subsequent budget speech the 
way it was in 2017. This was also 

the case with the RIRS (Revenue 
Board). The boss came on air to 
say he had no power to reveal IGR 
figures except the governor of the 
state said so. This is in the face of 
the 2012 law that makes the Board 
autonomous. The former bosses 
freely released updates. Now, since 
the real budget is never easily seen 
by the masses that listened to the 
broadcast, how would the same 
masses know what came in through 
these two sensitive matters; IGR, 
Paris Club? The silence on the in-
come subhead even in the budget 
presentation left a very sour taste in 
the mouth. The governor gave the 
total earned in 2017 as N278.23bn, 
but there was no breakdown.

It is only in the real budget 
booklet that the IGR was revealed 
as N71.1bn and Paris Club refund 
as N25.185bn as at September 2017. 
This is not available to the common 
man and it is not even the total 
picture for 2017. 

Is anyone still claiming the 
budget is hidden?

This reporter asked for clarifi-
cations of figures and was invited 
to the Budget ministry and a copy 
was obtained without even ask-
ing. The Integrity Group had just 
condemned the budget on grounds 
of inaccessibility. On that ground, 
the reporter had a locked mind and 
never expected to see any copy. It 

was a huge surprise from a com-
missioner that looked simple and 
appeared able and ready to do his 
job. So, is anybody still claiming 
that the budget is hidden? Trying 
to obtain a copy would decide the 
matter. 

The major issue is that budgets 
now run online but the one for Riv-
ers State is not. In the past, budgets 
were sold two for a penny at post 
offices, public book centres or cer-
tain offices in government. Making 
it public is no guarantee against 
corruption or looting, if that is what 
many think. 

N40bn for security and con-
tingency

Many have asked why the N22bn 
for Security? This is dicey. The state 
is volatile and violent with mass 
killings and commonplace robberies 
and abductions. The governor hates 
it when the press writes so every 
day. He thinks they are sponsored 
to say so, though no government of-
ficial has once debunked any single 
report of any killing or abduction. 
Now, the N22bn on Security seems 
instructive. It is either viewed 
as confirmation of volatility or it 
rather shows that the state is truly 
safe due to high security votes. Fact 
is, the state usually donates patrol 
vehicles to the police and recently 
donated about 10 armoured boats 
to the Navy, plus other incentives 
to the security agencies. Whether 
this justifies N22bn is beyond this 
analysis because security is beyond 
what the eye can see.

The governor later explained 
on radio that the FG has approved 
many more police divisions for the 
state. His government is to build and 
equip them. He also announced the 
floating of a Rivers State Neighbour-
hood Safety Corps (RSNSC) to fur-
ther enhance safety and security in 
the State. These would require huge 
funding, but being an election year, 
this idea may attract controversy. 
This idea however is what would 
work because the police cannot be 
everywhere. It is when neigbour-
hoods organise and act within the 
law and with backing of security 
agencies that some respite comes. 

Dakuku Peterside proposed this at 
the governorship debate in 2015. It 
is hoped the opposition would rally 
round this idea and the government 
should make it transparent and not 
a private army for one party or to 
counter the security agencies at 
election. Suspicion always scuttles 
such laudable schemes in security 
like the FG-backed opposition then 
in the state scuttled the C4i project 
and stopped the armoured helicop-
ters scheme towards 2015.

On the N18bn allocated to Con-
tingency, it is attracting questions 
but only the government can an-
swer them. There may be a budget 
breakdown session and more ques-
tions can be cleared. 

Is anyone still challenging ‘Mr. 
Project’ title?

It irritates top opposition leaders 
in the state when Gov Wike is called 
‘Mr. Project’, though the sobriquet 
was coined by the vice president, a 
FG-APC top leader. This is also the 
same way that Goodluck Jonathan 
then visited Rivers State and report-
edly commended Amaechi and even 
wondered where he was getting 
the funds or would get the funds to 
execute the numerous projects that 
overwhelmed the special visitor. 
Later, when both became political 
enemies, the FG/PDP no longer saw 
any good project that Amaechi did. 

So it is that the opposition lead-
ers here now reject the praise-tag 
on Wike doled out by their own 
boss. They may have their reasons 
but Wike seems aware that he de-
serves the title and seems to fortify 
it with more projects. Roads alone, 
we hear, are 102, and more to come. 
In 2017, he pumped N155.2bn out 
of the N278bn he got into projects. 
Now, in 2018, he intends to pump 
about N380bn into capital projects 
with N125bn alone going to two 
major construction-based agencies 
of government.

In a country where many states 
hardly paid salaries anymore let 
alone do construction, a governor 
pumping such size of fund into 
projects would seriously be noticed, 
even if the projects do not meet the 
love or approval of his rivals.

Wike said he would attempt to 
complete advanced projects and 
initiate new ones. To Wike, the cam-
paigns are about projects, projects, 
projects; mainly roads. Amaechi 
did same with 500 modern primary 
schools, 24 proposed world class 
secondary schools at N4.5bn each, 
many roads, hospitals, 160 health 
centres, etc. The result was at least 
one project in every ward which he 
too pointed to.

Wike is holding on to projects 
and with another likely N160bn 
(within the N380bn), the bulldoz-
ers would boom and his title as Mr. 
Project would hardly fall off, vide 
the 2018 budget.

Conclusion
Every fiscal plan should be thor-

oughly questioned on behalf of 
the masses by analysts. It makes it 
easier for the masses to understand 
the Rivers State 2018 budget of 
N510bn. More light would continue 
to be thrown onto the budget in due 
course.
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W
hen former 
p r e s i d e n t 
O l u s e g u n 
Obasanjo sat 
down and did 

what he could have considered 
a patriotic duty of drawing the 
attention of a rudderless gov-
ernment to its capsizing ship 
by transmitting a letter to the 
captain of that ill-fated ship, 
perhaps, little did he think or 
estimate the impact the letter 
would have, not just on the 
direct recipient, but also on 
sundry Nigerians.

Like Gaius Cassius and his 
fellow conspirators in William 
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, 
who plotted the death of Caesar 
and who never knew how far 
“afoot” their “mischief” would 
go, Obasanjo could not, in all 
his wisdom, have imagined 
that his letter would turn out 
to be a commercial product or a 
cottage industry of sort that has 
offered employment to many 
Nigerians in less than 48 hours 
of its release.

When editors and their re-
porters all over the world were 
busy dissecting Obasanjo’s let-
ter and thinking out the best 
analytical bent to give to it; 
when television houses were 
also busy looking out for the 
best analysts to invite to their 
station to comment of the letter, 
and as the Federal Government 
was busy constructing the lame 
response they eventually came 
up with, some Nigerians were 
thinking differently.

For this class of Nigerians, 
palm wine is best served with 
utmost effect when it is undi-
luted and the best market for 
the product in its raw form is 
the largely uninformed and 
less-privileged in low places.  
This was the commercial think-
ing that went into the Obasanjo 
13-page letter.

Some smart young Nigerians, 
who are victims of an unjust 
and insensitive society where 
government and governance 
is for a privileged few, have 
extracted that letter from the 
newspapers, bound it into a 
‘book’ and are now selling it at 
motor parks, bus stops and other 
low places where the ‘com-
moners’ congregate so that this 
“gospel will get to Judea and all 
parts of the world”.

Though the new ‘publish-
ers’ are selling their ‘book’ for 
economic reasons because the 
proceeds from this enterprise 
could be their only source of 
putting food on their tables 

taken an unintended and un-
imaginable turn and only time 
will tell how far it will go and 
how deep it will sink.

The new publishers have 
sold their book and made mon-
ey which, unarguably, was their 
only aim of going into this ‘busi-
ness’. But unconsciously, they 
have provided a campaign tool, 
not only for the self-seeking, 
self-serving and predatory 
politicians, especially the op-
position, but also the elector-
ate who are now carrying the 
hitherto undelivered message 
of misrule by this government 
to everybody.

Former President Olusegun 
Obansanjo has been described 
in some quarters as a serial 
letter writer. He had written 
letters in the past similar to the 
present one, all differing only in 
their addressees and the mood, 
political or economic expedi-
ency and circumstances of the 
time of writing.

Obasanjo has always seen 
himself as a watchdog and an 
unbiased statesman who should 
call to order a government and 
its president that is going off the 
mark. Whether he does this for 
ulterior motives other than the 
good of his fatherland is a mat-
ter of debate which is better left 
for the bar and the bench.

There has always been some-
thing curious about Obasanjo’s 
letters, especially the one to the 
immediate past president, Good-
luck Jonathan and the present 
letter to President Buhari.  Both 
letters are contradictions to the 
role Obasanjo is alleged to have 
played in their emergence as 
presidents. Both men received 
his blessing and endorsement 
to become presidents.

Many Nigerians are uncom-
fortable with Obasanjo’s letters 
and his posturing as a saint, 
an oracle and a tin-god in the 
land. These Nigerians point to 
Obasanjo’s antecedents, espe-
cially his bid in 2007 to become 
a life president of Nigeria by 
seeking a third term after eight 
years in office.

But there is  a s cho ol of 
thought which canvasses a 
separation of Obasanjo as a 
messenger from his message. 
To them, Obasanjo’s letters have 
always come as interventions 
when Nigeria is heading to the 
precipice and the leaders are 
clueless, insensitive, nepotic, 
wasteful, ‘corrupt’, and failing.

If the present letter is now in 
hard copy and is in hot demand 
at the various markets where it 
is being sold, it simply says one 
thing: the message is not only 
true, but timely. Akin Oyebode, 
a former lecturer at the Uni-

versity of Lagos and a profes-
sor of International Law and 
Jurisprudence, says the letter is 
not only a wake-up call on the 
Buhari’s government, but also 
an unmasking of the president.

He explained that the let-
ter has succeeded in proving 
to those who think that they 
have sewn a new dress for the 
emperor that it is not only that 
the dress is not new, but indeed 
that the emperor is naked. He 
believes that Obasanjo’s gut in 
telling the president the honest 
truth which his advisers have 
failed to tell him, is an action 
for which all Nigerians owes 
the former president a huge 
gratitude.

In the past 30 months, Nige-
ria has been a theatre of the ab-
surd with clowning characters 
whose stock in trade in trade 
is half-truths and outright lies. 
The few men of character in this 
theatre are just there marooned, 
unable to talk or free them-
selves from the ignominy that 
defines Buhari’s experiment.

Here’s a government that 
enjoyed tremendous goodwill 
to come to power by flaunting 
a change mantra that got the 
buy-in of a larger population of 
Nigerians than their promoters 
could possibly imagine. But this 
goodwill has been mindlessly 
squandered in a blame game 
that has taken too long to abate.

Obasanjo did not lose sight of 
this when he told the president 
in his letter that he should stop 
passing the buck. “For instance, 
blaming the Governor of the 
Central Bank for devaluation 
of the naira by 70 percent or so 
and blaming past governments 
for it is to say the least, not 
accepting one’s own responsi-
bility. Let nobody deceive us, 
economy feeds on politics and 
because our politics is depress-
ing, our economy is even more 
depressing today.

“If things were good, Presi-
dent Buhari would not need 
to come in.  He was voted to 
fix things that were bad and 
not engage in the blame game. 
Our Constitution is very clear; 
one of the cardinal responsi-
bilities of the President is the 
management of the economy 
of which the value of the naira 
forms an integral part. Kin-
ship and friendship that place 
responsibility for governance 
in the hands of the unelected 
can only be deleterious to good 
government and to the nation”, 
Obasanjo reasoned.

If there is any aspect of the 
president and his government 
for which Nigerians want him 
out of power today, it is his 
nepotic and insensitive dispo-

while it lasts,  it has wider and 
far-reaching implications espe-
cially for  President Buhari and 
his co-travelers in government.

When the woman of ‘Za-
repheth’ innocently used her 
costly oil to wash Jesus feet, 
Jesus ignorant and jealous dis-
ciples scorned and scolded the 
woman. But the all-knowing 
Christ rebuked His disciples, 
telling them that what the poor 
woman was doing had spiritual 
significance as the woman was 
only preparing Him for crucifix-
ion, death and eventually reign 
with His Father in Heaven.

Gradually, government is 
winding down and governance 
is, increasingly, contracting, 
all in the name of 2019 when 
the same group of people will 
reshuffle themselves, come 
back and continue to prey on 
and plunder our common pat-
rimony and squander the com-
monwealth.

All eyes and all minds are 
today on 2019 and that is why 
in Lagos State today, the envi-
ronment is stinking with heaps 
of garbage everywhere and 
anywhere; that is why in Apapa, 
residents are suffocating, busi-
nesses are dying and both the 
federal and state governments 
continue to dance on their 
graves, turning blind eye on the 
siege laid on that premier port 
city by tankers and trailers who 
have turned all available spaces 
into loading bays.

But there is hope. Nigeri-
ans are chronic optimists and 
this, perhaps, explains why the 

CHUKA UROKO

The commercial side of 
Obasanjo’s letter to Buhari

Feature

country has always reached 
the brinks but never implodes. 
Like the conspiracy in Rome 
earlier alluded to where the 
conspirators never saw beyond 
just getting Caesar out of the 
way, Obasanjo’s letter has now 

The letter has suc-
ceeded in proving 

to those who think 
that they have 

sewn a new dress 
for the emperor that 

it is not only that 
the dress is not new, 
but indeed that the 
emperor is naked. 
He believes that 
Obasanjo’s gut in 

telling the president 
the honest truth 

which his advisers 
have failed to tell 

him, is an action for 
which all Nigerians 

owes the former 
president a huge 

gratitude.
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sition. The former president 
did not spare him on this and 
justifiably so. Critics say that 
it is not difficult to deduce that 
the president is out to pursue 
the interest and agenda of his 
people who, incapable of chart-
ing a future for themselves, are 
allegedly envious of the rest of 
the country.

For Buhari, it is only the 
northerners that are, ironically, 
qualified to occupy sensitive po-
sitions in his government which 
the former president said has 
grave consequences on perfor-
mance of his government to the 
detriment of the nation, adding, 
“it would appear that national 
interest was being sacrificed on 
the altar of nepotic interest”.

When Nigeria’s otherwise 
buoyant economy slid into 

Feature
recession and Nigerians were 
groaning and businesses dy-
ing under tightening yoke of 
galloping inflation, soaring 
foreign exchange rate, rising 
commodity costs and dimin-
ishing household income and 
consumer purchasing power, 
Buhari stood aloof, took a sick 
leave and rested in the cozy 
comfort of a London hospital.

As if that was not enough, 
herdsmen went on rampage, 
swo op e d on a Benue State 
community, slaughtered over 
70 souls on a new year; the 
president pretended nothing 
was happening. Till date, he 
has not thought it wise to 
visit the traumatised Benue 
community to share in their 
pain and anguish. And as if to 
rub salt over a fresh wound, 

O
lisa Agbakoba,  a 
former president 
of the Nigerian Bar 
Association (NBA), 
has said that the 

newly registere d Nigerian 
Intervention Movement (NIM) 
regarded as the Third Force, 
was ready to accept the chal-
lenge thrown up by the letter 
written to President Muham-
madu Buhari  by Olus egun 
Obasanjo, a former president, 
for a c oalition of  national 
movement that can take the 
country back from plunderers.

Obasanjo had said that Ni-
geria needed the intervention 
of a 3rd Force to rescue it from 
total collapse.

Speaking on an interview 
s ession with Aris e Televi-
sion, Agbakoba commended 
Obasanjo for his timely inter-
vention, noting that Nigeria 
has dangerously drifted, and 
needing urgent rescue.

Agbakoba said: “Some peo-
ple say in his own time he 
(Obasanjo)  wante d a third 
term. I don’t think that is im-
portant. What is important 
is  to lo ok at what he said; 
are they the true position of 
things in the country; is the 
system working? Without 
calling names, how many of 
our ministers, for instance, are 
qualified to be ministers?

“Nigerians are very angry; 
they are angry. Are you not 
angry? Myself I am very an-
gry. I am sure that if you get 
all Nigerians and ask them if 
they are angry, they would 
tell you that what I am saying 
is very correct. Look at the 
killings in Benue State, not a 
word from government; no 
petrol; unemployment; bad 
roads everywhere. Govern-
ment is not being pro-active, 
that’s why Obasanjo said they 
have failed. The country has 
failed. It needs to be rescued. 
It is sad that in every sphere of 
activity; in any sector, govern-
ment has no clue. It has failed. 
So, if we do not do anything 
about it,  very likely either 
the PDP or APC will still take 

power in 2019 and it becomes 
a recurring decimal, and we 
don’t want that. We have to 
confront it. We must do some-
thing about it than to stay and 
be grumbling.”

Agbakoba, who, in league 
with some other Nigerians, on 
29th of November 2017 regis-
tered NIM, a political pressure 
group, said: “We are going to 
campaign for the conscience of 
Nigerians; that is the power we 
have and that is the power that 
has not been utilised.”

The Maritime lawyer, who 
said he was not ready to con-
test the presidency himself, 
said he was however, all out 
to  ensure that  p ower was 
wrested from those who had 
misused it.

Speaking with BDSUNDAY 
shortly after registering the 
association last year, Agbakoba 
explained that “NIM is a move-
ment to uplift Nigerians. It is 
not a political party/organisa-
tion. It is a network of people 
committed to make a differ-
ence in our country.

“Our objective is to mobilise 
Nigerians to hold government 
accountable at all levels. We 
want to grow by inspiring 
and supporting people to start 
small groups across the coun-
try.

“ We want a functioning 
democracy where political of-
fice holders are accountable to 
the people, public institutions 
are strong and there is the rule 
of law.”

Lamenting the rot in the 
system at a press conference 
he addressed in December, 
the Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(SAN), said: “You can see, it is 
obvious that the APC and PDP, 
the two major political parties 
in the country, have no ideolo-
gies, that’s why we have found 
ourselves in this sorry state 
we are. You can see a coun-
try producing crude oil but 
cannot refine it for local use; 
therefore, you see queues re-
turning again at the filling sta-
tions. Yet, Mr. Baru came back 
from London where he went 

to claim an award. I wonder 
what entitles him to an award; 
his c ountry has no p etrol . 
He rushed back to announce 
that he would fix it. But this 
is the same Baru announcing 
N1.6billion for the turnaround 
maintenance of the four dead 
refineries that ought to have 
been sold a long time ago. So, 
we said to ourselves, when will 
this nonsense stop? Everybody 
is in his house grumbling, and 

lamenting, no job, no money, 
no health care, no nothing.  
We said to ourselves, what is 
needed is a coherent political 
movement.”

Recall that sometime last 
year, Agbakoba had written 
to Obasanjo on the need for 
generational shift in the lead-
ership of the country. In re-
sponse, the former president 
had advised him to kick-start 
the process. That interaction 

We can’t continue to grumble indefinitely - Agbakoba
may have given rise to NIM.

 However, speaking with 
BDSUNDAY, Agbakoba said 
he told the former president 
that it would be very difficult 
in Nigeria of today for a gen-
erational shift in leadership 
as the youths do not have the 
war chest needed for political 
battle, particularly the presi-
dential contest.

“ T h o s e  o f  yo u  w h o  a re 
Christians could remember 
the Bible account when the 
Red Sea parted for the children 
of Israel to walk through and 
it closed back and swallowed 
the enemies pursuing them. 
There’s no way the Israelis 
would have crossed because 
of the major obstacle and Pha-
raoh chasing them. 1998 was 
the year the Red Sea parted 
for Nigeria; and all these po-
litical obstacles and political 
charlatans were not there, it 
was opened for good people to 
cross it, by 2003 it closed. Now, 
when I met Obasanjo, I said to 
him ‘thanks for the reply, but 
you know that to take part 
in politics today requires all 
kinds of resources. And there’s 
no way the Red Sea will part 
or there’s no way you‘ll expect 
me to succeed unless you play 
the role of the parting the Red 
Sea’. So, that’s the point where 
the discussion is at the mo-
ment. Let me be honest with 
you, there’s no way a young 
man can b e c ome Nigeria’s 
president, if the obstacles on 
ground do not shift. 

Obasanjo has the capac-
ity, in collaboration with his 
political generation, because 
at their age now, what they 
want to see is bequeathing a 
legacy of a strong Nigeria. So, 
if we see him playing the role 
of parting the Red Sea, people 
like us will cross it. Obasanjo 
cannot do that alone; love him 
or hate him; Obasanjo is a ma-
jor national force and has the 
capacity to do a lot of things. 
So, I will hope that the discus-
sion will now advance to the 
next level.”

his kinsmen were, without 
apologies, endorsing him for a 
second term in office, so that 
he would continue to prey 
on Nigerians and push them 
further down.

In the face of all these and 
more, there can’t be a better 
time than now, as the former 
president advised, for Buhari 
and his chorus singers, to be-
gin to think of a dignified and 
honourable dismount from 
the horse. This is because, “he 
needs to have time to reflect, 
refurbish physically and re-
coup and after appropriate 
rest, once again, join the stock 
of Nigerian leaders whose ex-
perience, influence, wisdom 
and outreach can be deployed 
on the sideline for the good of 
the country.

Olisa Agbakoba



Feature

O
lusegun Aina’s family 
recently gave birth 
to a set of twins (a 
boy and a girl). It was 
joy to the family and 

friends. But this joy soon turned 
into sadness as fire tore the fam-
ily’s hopes into shreds.

Aina lost three children to the 
inferno. It was a sad moment for 
the family for losing its future 
breadwinners.

As the family wailed and 
mourned, a corporate organisa-
tion Airtel  came, bringing with it 
hopes and excitement. Through 
its Touching Lives, Airtel, one of 
Nigeria’s telecoms firms, built and 
donated a multi-million naira, ultra-
modern two-bedroom apartment 
for the family and also paid for all 
outstanding medical bills incurred 
while undergoing treatment of 
injuries sustained in the fire. 

This was one of the highlights 
of the third edition of Airtel Touch-
ing Lives. During the edition, 
the telco donated laptops, digital 
voice recorder and other gadgets 
to Bethesda Home and School. It 
also procured prosthetic leg for 
Emmanuel Onyeka and Scholar-
ship for his University education.  
A nine-year-old cancer patient, Pil-
lar Egona also received N3 million 
for her chemotherapy treatment.

During the Airtel Touching 
Lives Season 2, there were several 
emotional stories of courage and 
hope. A young girl, Hannah Ena-
kerakpor, who suffered from a life-
threatening disease, was rescued 

programme, Airtel came to his 
aid, providing him with a Braille 
Object Identification Scanner, a 
Braille Machine, Speech Software, 
an America skim guide and a 
brand new sophisticate as well as a 
special laptop to help him actualise 
his dream despite his disability. To-
day, Ebong is empowered and he is 
helping to empower other people 
in his immediate community.

This is one of the success stories 
of Airtel’s Corporate Social Re-
sponsibilities (CSRs). World over, 
a sound corporate governance 
and CSR is increasingly attaining 
wider global and local adoption as 
its impacts in helping nations meet 
their sustainable development 
goals become more perceptible. 
Today, top executives across dif-
ferent industry demonstrate their 
corporate citizenship through al-
truistic, ethical and legal initiatives 
that present their organisations as 
socially responsible. 

 However, the big challenge for 
executives is how to develop an 
approach that can truly deliver 
on these lofty ambitions—and, as 
of yet, few have found the way. 
Some innovative companies have 
managed to overcome this hurdle, 
with smart partnering emerging 
as one way to create value for both 
the business and society simulta-
neously. Some others have also 
been able to create a sustainable 
CSR Strategy tailored towards 
their values.

 A prime example of such or-
ganisation is Airtel Nigeria. The 
telco through its flagship CSR 
intervention dubbed ‘Airtel Touch-

How Airtel Touching Lives impacts 
people, lifts communities

ing Lives’ has impacted thousands 
of lives since its initiation in 2015. 

 Airtel has entrenched the CSR 
initiative into its sustenance plan – 
in line with its business values.The 
telco has also shown commitment 
to uplifting the downtrodden and 
offering practical support to needy 
Nigerians across the country.

 Before the recent announce-
ment of the season 4 of the project, 
the company through Touching 
Lives rekindled hopes for the 
hopeless and gave voice to the 
voiceless through their selfless 
supports.

  “Since we launched the Airtel 
Touching Lives initiative three 
years ago, we have achieved 
remarkable successes having 
restored hope of despaired indi-
viduals and families, saved many 
from the throes of death and em-
powered many underprivileged 
Nigerians”, Segun Ogunsanya, 
managing director and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Airtel Nigeria, 
said while speaking at the press 
launch of Season 4.

 “While the government and 
non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) cannot do it all, we have 
a responsibility to contribute our 
quota in making Nigeria a bet-
ter place. As we commence the 
fourth edition, we are calling on 
Nigerians to nominate causes 
and persons who require help. 
The process is simple. Once you 
nominate an individual or cause, 
our team will review and assess 
the situation and determine if a 
follow-up visit will be required,” 
Ogunsanya enthused.

 Ogunsanya

by Airtel. Through the Touching 
Lives programme, the company 
ensured that Hannah lived. Airtel 
Nigeria bankrolled her surgery in 
India and ensured the surgery was 
successful. Today, Enakerakpor 
lives and has a healthy and happy 
life. Another beneficiary was 
blind Gbenga Adesida, who lost 
custody of his children because he 
was homeless. A new apartment 
was built for him by Airtel so he 
could reunite with his family.

 In season 1, Airtel empowered 
several individuals and communi-
ties. However, some stories stood 
out. For example, Essienkan Eb-
ong, a former police officer, lost his 
eyes to an armed robbery attack in 
2013. All efforts to restore his sight 
proved abortive. Ebong, a graduate 
of Computer Science, with a PGD 
in Mathematics and MSc in Com-
puter Science, didn’t give up hope 
and neither did Airtel give up on 
him. Through the Touching Lives 

ODINAKA ANUDU

‘Nigeria is pushing towards ...

T
he Federal Government 
and indeed all citizens 
of Nigeria have been ad-
vised to tailor their ac-

tions towards the development 
and growth of Nigeria. The advice 
was given in separate interviews 
by a former Minister of Education 
in the Sani Abacha regime, Al-
haji Dauda Birmah, and Leonard 
Umunna, a bishop and founder of 
the Bible Life Church.

Birmah, who also was a former 
presidential aspirant on the plat-
form of the defunct All Progres-
sives Congress (ANPP), noted that 
some of the actions and inactions 
of government have fallen far be-
low expectations of the electorate 
that voted them into power.

“When we talk about gover-
nance, there are three distinct 
arms that make it to happen. 
There is the executive, the legisla-

ture and judiciary. Look at the at-
titude of the Executive; it seems to 
focus on fighting corruption- the 
corruption that took place before 
they came to power and they 
seem to close their eyes to what 
is going on in the present dis-
pensation. The legislature on the 
other hand is populated by many 
who are corrupt from the past 
regimes and they are just hiding 
their heads, making sure nobody 
touches them. They were part of 
the corruption that featured in 
the past. The judiciary also on its 
own has terribly soiled itself. We 
are in an unfortunate situation. 
A few people in government are 
cornering the commonwealth. 
Now, others are trying to join 
them for the purpose of looting; it 
is not about service. They have no 
remorse for what they do,” he said.

He also lamented the level of 
hatred in the polity, saying that 
some Nigerians delight in spread-
ing falsehood against others simply 
because they don’t like their faces.

Citing instances of offensive 
episodes that are capable of pre-
cipitating war, Umunna, a cleric, 
said, that there are too many ac-
tions and inactions of the govern-
ment that could engender strife 
in the polity, insisting that only 
positive action could rescue the 
country from the mire of hope-
lessness into which it has slipped.

“If you look at the case of 
Benue killing, it is enough to lead 
to war; if you look at the lopsided 
appointments and what people 
are saying that it appears that 
some parts of the country is to-
tally marginalised; if you take into 
cognizance the level of poverty 
in the land; deprivation, youth 
unemployment and insecurity, 
you will know that these can 
lead to war. If you look at what 
led to the civil war or some other 
skirmishes we have had, it wasn’t 
as fierce as what we have now.

“Again, if you look at the things 
that were responsible for mili-
tary take-over of government in 

Nigeria in those days, they were 
not even as serious as what is hap-
pening now; Maybe, the military 
has been well checkmated, added 
to the fact that the military rule 
is no longer tolerated anywhere 
by the international community 
otherwise what is happening here 
is enough to cause war. Nigeria is 
pushing towards war in different 
directions,” Umunna said.

The observations were in tan-
dem with the views canvassed 
by Olusegun Obasanjo, a former 
president, in a 13-page letter he 
wrote to President Muhammadu 
Buhari.

Meanwhile, Olisa Agbakoba, a 
former president of the Nigerian 
Bar Association (NBA) and Mari-
time lawyer, has said that he was 
ready to ensure that power was 
wrested from those who had 
misused it.

Reacting to the Obasanjo let-
ter to the President, The Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria (SAN) said he 
was sufficiently angry like many 

By OUr repOrters
other Nigerians at the way level 
of incompetence of those at the 
helm of affairs in the country.

“Nigerians are very angry; 
they are angry. Are you not an-
gry? Myself I am very angry. I am 
sure that if you get all Nigerians 
and ask them if they are angry, 
they would tell you that what I 
am saying is very correct. Look at 
the killings in Benue State, not a 
word from government; no petrol; 
unemployment; bad roads every-
where. Government is not being 
pro-active, that’s why Obasanjo 
said they have failed. The country 
has failed. It needs to be rescued. 
It is sad that in every sphere of 
activity; in any sector, govern-
ment has no clue. It has failed. So, 
if we do not do anything about it, 
very likely either the PDP or APC 
will still take power in 2019 and 
it becomes a recurring decimal, 
and we don’t want that. We have 
to confront it. We must do some-
thing about it than to stay and be 
grumbling,” Agbakoba said.
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What can you make out of the let-
ter by former president Oluse-
gun Obasanjo to President Mu-

hammadu Buhari?
It is simply an indication that the Hal-

lelujah chorus surrounding President Bu-
hari is undeserving; that the Emperor’s new 
clothes are not all that new; and Obasanjo 
had the guts to say the Emperor is actually 
naked. So quite sincerely, I think we have 
to applaud Chief Obasanjo for his inter-
vention. I think it is the most interesting 
story in the country since the beginning 
of this year.

Looking at the current administra-
tion, there has been lot of critical areas 
of challenges; from security to national 
unity and economy. Do you think that 
Obasanjo’s letter is likely to switch things 
up a bit?

In a way yes, because people are dis-
cussing 2019 and I read General Obasanjo’s 
statement and it seems to have entered 
the caveat about the choices facing the 
country in 2019. I must point out though 
that he’s not the only person to advise the 
incumbent president not to seek a second 
term. Cardinal Olubunmi Okogie not too 
long ago said that Buhari should not make 
a fool of himself; that he should take hon-
ourable exit from power and go and nurse 
himself to good health and what have you. 
Remember also, that Mrs. Buhari had ad-
vised her husband not to give a second try; 
that if he was not going to do so, he should 
count her out of those that would support 
that endeavour. So, quite sincerely, General 
Obasanjo is merely articulating what many 

‘Obasanjo’s treatise is most interesting story 
in Nigeria since the beginning of the year’
In this interview monitored on Channels Television on his reaction to the 13-page statement issued by a former 
president Olusegun Obasanjo advising President Muhammadu Buhari not to seek re-election, AKIN OYEBODE, a 
professor of international law and jurisprudence, said Nigerians should be grateful to Obasanjo for his intervention 
at a very critical period the nation’s history. He also noted that Nigerians are in a hurry and that they don’t want 
a geriatric as president who will be creating excuses for non-performance. Excerpts:
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Akin Oyebode

of the friends of President Buhari ought 
to have been telling him. Unfortunately, 
many of those people are self-seekers, 
self-servers and self-opinionated, who are 
afraid to tell President the truth. So, quite 
sincerely as I said, I think the nation should 
be grateful to Obasanjo for his intervention 
at a very critical period our nation’s history.

You said we should be grateful to Chief 
Obasanjo, but if we cast our mind back, he 
supported President Buhari’s election just 
as he supported the last two administra-
tions of the late Yar’ Adua and Jonathan. 
Is he really the best person to say things 
are not going well?

I think General Obasanjo has his eyes 
on history. Remember, way back when 
MKO Abiola was being touted as president 
of Nigeria, he said he was not the messiah 
that we were seeking. And his warning to 
President Jonathan to change his attitude 
in terms of governance was so critical and 
decisive, if you remember. So, it seems 
that General Obasanjo has done it again; 
because he has ventilated the grievances 
and frustrations of many Nigerians over 
two-and-half years.

Some people are wondering, is it coun-
sel; is it advice or prophecy? What do you 
think?

No, I don’t think Obasanjo sees himself 
as a prophet; he’s saying that looking at 
what is happening in the country today; 
that Buhari is best advised not to have 
a second bite of the apple. That the best 
thing for him to do is to take a dignified 
exit from power and let Nigeria decides its 
future. That there are so many candidates 
for the job of the president; young people 
are asking for young president, the sort of 
things you saw in Liberia, where George 
Weah, who upon being sworn in, within 
a few hours he has announced his cabinet. 
We don’t want a situation of an alibi by a 
president who will claim that he has to take 
his time to take decisions. Nigerians are in 
a hurry and they don’t want a geriatric as 
president who will be creating excuses for 
non-performance. I think that is the thrust 
of General Obasanjo’s intervention at this 
point in time.

What do you think Obasanjo meant by 
this Coalition for Nigeria (CN) movement 
that he is talking about?

My hunch is that both the APC and PDP 
suffer from a legitimacy crisis and because 
the two parties have not delivered, he is 
looking at a viable alternative. He is talking 
about women; he’s talking about children 
and we are aware of the group of young 
people who want Nigeria to be weaned off 

the tentacles of both the APC and PDP. So, 
if Nigeria deserves a change, then of course, 
we can’t continue with the way we’ve been 
doing things and expect different conse-
quence. That is the wisdom in the letter of 
General Obasanjo in my own perspective.

You made mention of what Mrs. Aisha 
Buhari said some time ago about the hus-
band, but it appears the interpretation it is 
being given is different?

Well, they can put all manner of spins 
around it. Remember, President Buhari’s 
retort when she was before Angela Merkel 
was that the statement by the wife should 
be ignored because she belongs to the 
kitchen and the other room. And I said then 
that it was an unfortunate retort because 
you don’t disparage your spouse before 
a female chancellor of a country. A Ph.D 
holder in Physics; who is running the show. 
Quite sincerely, Mrs. Buhari went to school 
and she has proper antecedent in terms of 
her family background. She knows what she 
is doing, given by the kind of things she is 
putting out even on the social media, they 
are informed and advised. I will not really 
accept the twist or spin that the commenta-
tors on social media have been putting on 
her doubts as to the wisdom or propriety of 
her husband running a second term.



It is in the interest of the South 
that  Buhari returns - Birmah

I
NEC has brought out the time-
table for the 2019 general election. 
How do you describe the present 
political firmament and what are 
we likely to expect before the 

elections?
It is a wrong time to make any predic-

tion on what the atmosphere will look 
like as we approach the 2019 general 
election. We still have some months 
before the election. The picture may be-
come clearer from March or thereabout. 
But the way things are happening, it is 
only if we go spiritual by saying may 
God help us. We don’t need to deceive 
ourselves; we are deliberately pushing 
ourselves towards a shipwreck because 
of the recklessness at which we are go-
ing.

Where did we as a country begin to 
get things wrongly, the reasons why we 
are in the present sorry state?

I will speak to you from my North 
Eastern point of view. When Obasanjo 
came to power, he was able to carry along 
every part of the country, but when 
Jonathan got there, things changed. It 
was a stupid and incompetent admin-
istration that was short-sighted. Things 
were not being done the proper way. 
People were stealing heavily. When 
the present Emir of Kano, Alhaji Sanusi, 
pointed out certain things going on in his 
government that were not right, he was 
summarily suspended. Southern press 
and politicians applauded that faulty 
move. They did not see what was wrong 
in the Jonathan administration. When 
Buhari came to power, some people with 
divisive tendencies found their voices; 
unfortunately also, government of the 
day has not helped the matter; it does not 
seem to shield itself from all the divisive 
forces. You can see the chaos. Anybody 
who wants to say he does not see the 
chaos must be living in denial. There is 
crisis all over the place. From what we 
are seeing, it does not give hope; it does 
not give that feeling of optimism.

Come to think of it, we have been 
living together for many years. Certain 
people are stoking the fire of divisive-
ness, making sure that the polity is 
destroyed. They precipitate the crisis. 
These are the people behind the sudden 
resurgence of IPOB, Oduduwa Republic, 
Arewa Youths asking the Igbo to leave 
the North. These are artificial means of 
breaking up.

 It appears everybody is just waiting 
for 2019; even those in government 
seem to have abandoned governance, 
clamouring for re-election or election. 
Does this bother you?

When you say governance, there 
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are three distinct arms that make it 
to happen. There is the executive, the 
legislature and judiciary. Look at the at-
titude of the Executive; it seems to focus 
on fighting corruption- the corruption 
that took place before they came to 
power and they seem to close their eyes 
to what is going on in the present dis-
pensation. The legislature on the other 
hand is populated by many who are 
corrupt from the past regimes and they 
are just hiding their heads, making sure 
nobody touches them. They were part of 
the corruption that featured in the past. 
The judiciary also on its own has terribly 
soiled itself. We are in an unfortunate 
situation. A few people in government 
are cornering the commonwealth. Now, 
others are trying to join them for the 
purpose of looting; it is not about service. 
They have no remorse for what they do.

Sometime ago, you said you were leaving 
the PDP; which party do you belong to now?

Are there political parties now in Nigeria in 
the real sense of it?

 Yes. But why do you think there are no 
political parties now. What is happening?

Well, I was in PDP when Bamanga Tukur 
was chairman of the party. They literally 
frustrated him out of office. Then Ali Modu 
Sheriff, who has just joined the party, be-
came the chairman. And that development 
indicated that the party was going to die. Ali 
Modu Sheriff was there to destroy the party. 
Then the leadership crisis set in which lasted 
for close to two years until by the interven-
tion of the courts, Modu Sheriff was sacked. 
That was a breather. However, the search for 
a true leadership also landed the PDP in the 
hands of some undertakers. For instance, two 
men who are not really politicians- Nyesom 
Wike of Rivers State and Ayo Fayose of Ekiti 
State, have now hijacked the party with their 
money and put in the person they wanted 
there as the current chairman of the PDP.

When I left the PDP, I indicated interest 
to join the APC, but there are some people in 
the APC who do not want me to come in. So, 
I decided to be on my own. So, you may say 
that I am in political limbo.

You used to be a friend of the President. 
Are you still friends?

Yes, the President is still my friend and 
we will remain friends until I die or he dies. 
In 2003, when we were in the same party, I 
indicated interest to go for the presidency, he 
also said he was going; I stepped down for him. 
I also did so in 2007. I stepped down for him. 
Since he became president I have not seen 
him (one-one-one).

 But have you at any time tried to go and 
greet him?

I have not done so. I believe I should not 
just go to see the President for the sake of it. 
I believe he needs me more than I need him. 
He is the one facing the fire of leadership and 
weathering the storm. It is not really easy. I 
am available to assist where necessary if my 
attention and services are needed. He remains 
my friend and I will not disrespect him.

How confident are you that the INEC will 
deliver on the 2019 general election?

It will be stupid for anybody to think that 
the INEC will mishandle the election. A good 
precedence has been set by Professor Jega, 
there’s no way INEC will go back to where 
we were before Jega came on board. Jega has 
put in place right processes; those who are 
there now possess the competence to do the 
right thing.

But some critics say the card reader chal-
lenges could also rear its ugly head?

Many Nigerians like to be pessimistic. I 

Dauda Birmah, a former minister of Education in the regime of the late General Sani Abacha, was also a commissioner in the Federal Character 
Commission between 1995 and 2001. He holds the traditional title of Sarkin Gabas of Adamawa (emir of Eastern Adamwa) and wazirin Garkida. 
Birmah was a presidential aspirant on the platform of the defunct All Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP). He joined the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
after he left the ANPP. In this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, he spoke on the need for Nigerians to give the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) the cooperation to deliver on the 2019 general election; the dangerous activities of those he accused of seeking the 
disintegration of the country; the erosion of values in political parties, why Buhari’s re-election in 2019 could be of benefit to the southern 
Nigeria in particular and the country in general. Excerpts:

 In recent times, the country has 
experienced so much bloodletting. The 
activities of the herdsmen are becoming 
a serious concern to citizens and the 
international community alike. How do 
we get out of this dangerous situation?

People are not just sincere. When 
people accuse government, they refuse 
to accuse themselves. Right from the 
word “Go”, they use the world Fulani. 
They should have simply said or used 
the word- ‘herdsmen’. Fulanis are not the 
only people rearing cattle in Nigeria. But 
people are just saying ‘Fulanis! In Nigeria, 
we like to demonise others. There are 
those who delight in precipitating these 
crises, by their utterances. So, it is wrong 
to draw conclusions. The best approach 
is to wait until the dusts are settled. We 
will then know who did what when the 
whole picture becomes clearer.



Ortom fingers Defence 
Minister in Benue killings

Politics
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Samuel Ortom, Governor, Benue State

am very optimistic that things will be very 
much better. Don’t listen to lies. There are 
people who do not see the progress being 
made. They always see the negative side of 
everything. You know, some years ago, some 
Nigerians collaborated with some foreigners, 
telling us that Nigeria would cease to exist 
beyond 2015. They created fear and panic in 
the country, but they knew what they were 
targeting. Those are people who do not mean 
well for Nigeria. They have come again with 
all manner of lies.

Don’t also forget that there are saboteurs 
who are after seeing that things do not work 
well. Card readers are now getting more and 
more perfect and efforts are being made to 
attend to whatever challenge remaining to 
be sorted out before the elections.

 There are some observers who say that 
if the next election were to be today, the 
APC could have been voted out because of 
the level of anger in the polity. Do you share 
such sentiment?

I said to you before that there are clouds in 
the horizon that are making it difficult for us 
to see very clearly. As we approach the elec-
tion date, some wind may come that would 
blow away the clouds making everything to 
be bright. It is not possible for me to begin to 
predict now what would happen to the APC or 
any other party for that matter. We still have 
some months to watch things, and my advice 
is, let’s watch and see.

Some APC governors and party faithful 
have called on the President to seek re-
election. What is your take?

I recommend that the APC should re-
nominate President Buhari. It is left for the 
PDP or any other party to bring a candidate 
that Nigerian electorate may prefer to Buhari. 
It is an open contest. Let others throw their 
hats into the ring. Nigerians have the option 
to vote whoever they think is more suitable 
than the incumbent. It is as simple as that. 
But I must tell you that the entire south have 
greater thing at stake in getting Buhari to re-
contest. If he goes for second term, he would 
be spending only additional four years. If 
you jettison Buhari now and vote in another 
Northerner, no matter from whichever party, 
such a person would like to go for a second 
term in 2023; then it will lead us to another 
crisis and palaver. 

Governor Samuel Ortom of Benue 
State has accused Minister of 
Defence, Mansur Dan-Ali of 

complicity in the invasion of the state 
and killings by Fulani herdsmen based 
on the alleged Minister’s puerile com-
ments.

Ortom described Dan-Ali’s com-
ments as rather unfortunate, saying 
if such comments emanated from the 
person in charge of the defence of Ni-
geria, it means there would be no end 
to the killings in Benue and insecurity 
in the country.

Dan-Ali was said to have made the 
comments at the end of a meeting of 
the National Security Council presided 
over by President Muhamamdu

Buhari at the Presidential Villa, 
Abuja.

Ortom bared his mind while react-
ing to the comments credited to Dan-
Ali that Benue and Taraba Killings are 
as a result of Anti-Open

Grazing Laws.
“It’s unfortunate but I want to con-

sole myself that that thing is not com-
ing from the Honourable Minister, 
but if it did, I’ll say that it is very, very  
unfortunate. Then the solution to the 
security challenges we have in this 
country is not in sight having those 
kinds of people in position who are 
not able to give quality advice and to 
also proffer solution to the security 
problems we have here.

“Take for instance, if you say it is 
because of the law that killings by 
herdsmen are going on in Benue, is 
there any law prohibiting open grazing 
in Adamawa State? Is there any one in 
Plateau State? Is there any law in Ka-
duna, Ondo, Bayelsa, Imo, Ebonyi, Delta 
or Edo States? In Edo State, cattle have 
taken over even schools. This is provok-
ing. It is like dancing on the graves of 
those people who were murdered and 
slaughtered in this state on the first of 
January”.

The Benue State governor who said 
it is unfortunate that Nigeria have 
those kinds of people who are saddled 
with the responsibility of providing 
security for the country, vowed not to 
join issues with the

Minister but to personally see him 
and try to find out why he had to say 
that.

“The other day, a report came from 
the Department of State Security, DSS, 
that it was the Islamic State of West 
Africa, ISWA, Terrorist Group Organisa-
tion that is taking over and I also heard 
that the minister was quoted as saying 
we should accommodate foreigners; 
foreigners who come here illegally 
should be accommodated?

“So if a minister of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria is coming out to en-
courage our citizens to do illegal things, 
I now begin to see why they have given 
immunity that is the prerogative of 

the President and the Vice President, 
Governors and Deputy Governors to 
herdsmen who kill and to even cattle. So 
cattle in Nigeria have immunity more 
than human beings.

“This is unfortunate and I look for-
ward that he will apologise to us and 
retract what he said because it is an 
insult on our collective leadership. It is 
wrong and let the minister know that 
we are more intelligent than what he 
thinks we are.

“We will continue to do the right 
thing, we’re not asking for anything 
outside the laws of this land. The law 
prohibiting open grazing that we have 
enacted was legitimate as enshrined in 
the Constitution of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria and as law abiding citizens, 
we will continue to do this.

Ortom challenged the Federal Gov-
ernment to face the insecurity in Benue 
squarely because it is her responsibility 
to provide security for lives and prop-
erty because as a state, Benue does not 
own security apparatus of the country, 
so it is the responsibility of Federal 
Government.

“So instead of diverting attention, to-
day they will say that Ortom is arming 
6,000 militia and tomorrow they will 
go and sponsor people to write rubbish 
about me and all that just to try to divert 
attention.

Why not face the real issue that is 
confronting us?

“This is a monster that has the capac-
ity of consuming the entire country 
and we must arise as leaders and sup-
port Mr. President to ensure that we 
surmount this.

“I will see what Mr. President will 
do because I’m sure that he must have 
also heard what the minister said and I 
expect that he’ll respond to that because 
it’s wrong. But I don’t want to believe 

that the Mr.
President I know and whom I 

supported and I’m still supporting 
is an upright person who is always 
truthful and he’ll say the right thing 
and caution his minister because I 
can’t believe that a minister of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria at this 
time will come and add salt to our 
injury. We are pained by what this 
man came out to say.

“Whatever it is I say that it does 
not matter as long as I’m on the side 
of the truth and doing the wish of 
my people, I’m satisfied. I don’t care 
about any gang-up. It doesn’t mat-
ter. But I heard it – gang up to do 
this and that but it doesn’t matter”.

Ortom disclosed that the attack-
ers of Benue were still on killing 
spree and even on Thursday, they 
killed some people in Guma Local 
Government Area including a Po-
liceman, and another was injured 
while one was still missing.

“You see these people are joking.
If terrorists that are hired by 

herdsmen under the leadership 
of Miyetti Allah Kautal Hore that 
are known by the Federal Govern-
ment have gone beyond killing our 
people who are civilians to killing 
security personnel, if security men 
are being killed in this manner, 
where is our safety? That is what 
the Minister of Defence should be 
concerned about.

 “They know where these people 
are so they are making me to believe 
that the Minister of Defence is also 
part of the conspiracy against Benue 
State and is not about grazing. It’s 
about occupation, taking

over the land and that is what 
Miyetti Allah said and they have 
accepted that it should be so. This is 
not correct”.

JAMES KWEN, Makurdi
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T
hose who have followed devel-
opments on Nigeria’s political 
turf in the last two-and-half 
years knew it was a matter of 
time before the bubble bursts.

Before Tuesday, 23rd January 2018, 
the frustration level of many Nigerians 
had reached the peak, with palpable fear 
in the land as lives were as priceless as a 
counterfeit coin.

Many people felt anarchy was in the 
offing with many of those who com-
plained and cried aloud branded “wailing 
wailers”.

Nigeria, no doubt, is troubled on many 
fronts as its economy struggles out of 
recession. Incidences of armed robberies, 
kidnappings, cultism and ritual killings 
have not only become widespread, but 
have also further compounded the coun-
try’s economic woes as youth unemploy-
ment escalates and politicians squabble for 
pecuniary things.

The government elected to protect 
the lives and property of the citizens ap-
pears to be handling the myriads of social 
vices with levity. In fact, critics say that 
Abuja’s apparent silence had emboldened 
criminals as there were always castrated 
responses from the seat of power follow-
ing each round of massacre by herdsmen, 
for instance.

Many critics have insisted that the 
chief occupant of the Aso Rock Villa was 
complicit.

Rather than face the reality on ground 
and tackle the challenges head-on, the 
government at the centre has continued to 
pass the buck; always blaming its incom-
petence on the immediate past administra-
tion of Goodluck Jonathan.

In many religious centres, prayer chains 
and fasting sessions have been mounted 
to seek divine intervention as that is per-
ceived to be the foreseeable solution to the 
many maladies in the land.

Today, many people speak loudly that 
they committed a mortal error in 2015 
by virtue of the choice they made while 
casting their votes. The disappointment 
being felt by many Nigerians may have 
necessitated the call in several quarters 
for eligible voters to register with the 
Independent National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC), to enable them cast their votes. 
Even in religious centres such sensitisation 
is going on.

It was at this point that Olusegun 
Obasanjo, a former president of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, wrote a 13-page letter, 
pointedly telling President Muhammadu 
Buhari that his best in governance was not 
good enough for the country and that he 
should perish his touted re-election bid. 
The seriousness of the missive could be 
appreciated from its length.

Although Obasanjo noted that the 
President does not possess the sound 
health and strength a rigorous work, for 
him to have scripted such a laborious letter 
is an indication that President Buhari must 
have crossed the “Red Line” and needed to 
be reprimanded accordingly.

Before the Obasanjo letter, many Nige-
rians from all walks of life had cried out but 
their voices were muffled, while a greater 
number of the citizens spoke in hushed 
tones over their suffocation by the current 
administration.

The former president, though no longer 
active in politics, having torn, four years 
ago, his membership card with the People’s 

Democratic Party (PDP), has nonetheless 
remained a powerful voice in the country 
and seen as a rallying point for all politi-
cians irrespective of party affiliations.

For many politicians, friendship with 
Obasanjo is a tonic to their ambition. His 
fortress at Ota, a sleepy community in 
Ogun State, has continued to host the high 
and mighty in society.

It would be recalled that he gave the 
APC and its then presidential candidate 
maximum support before the 2015 general 
election. That was shortly after he made an 
open show of his exit from the PDP.

In a move that flabbergasted many peo-
ple, he had reconciled with Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, a former governor of Lagos State 
and now national leader of APC. That was 
before the Presidential election. The APC 
had leveraged on the frosty relationship 
that existed between the former president 
and Jonathan.

Prior to the latest missile, Obasanjo had 
met with President Buhari on a number of 
occasions to express his reservation over 
the state of affairs, but when it appeared 
that Aso Rock decided to toe the Emperor 
Nero’s path of fiddling while Rome burned, 
the former president felt the only option 
left was to write an epistle to “Brother 
Buhari” on an impending danger.

Obasanjo has continued to moderate 
the activities of government in power. 
It would be recalled that after series of 
verbal warnings, his penmanship came to 
play as he wrote a lengthy letter to former 
president Goodluck Jonathan.

When Jonathan appeared “prodi-
gal” and incapable of retracing its steps, 
Obasanjo severed his relationship with 
him. It must be remembered that Jonathan 

happiness over the mature response of the 
government to the letter, advising some 
APC members, however, not to demonise 
Chief Obasanjo. He also urged the APC and 
President Buhari to begin to make neces-
sary corrections in line with Obasanjo’s 
observations.

Kolade said: “No matter what anybody 
would say, that letter was what the coun-
try needed to bring a prodigal government 
to its senses. We were approaching the 
doorstep of anarchy before Obasanjo’s 
intervention came. The recent killings in 
Benue and the Federal Government sit-
down-look response, among a litany of 
other indiscretions had just pushed up the 
anger level of many Nigerians. Obasanjo, 
being a Nigerian also, hearing the cries of 
agony of people and the hell the country 
has become, decided to raise the red flag.

“Having said that, I want to add that 
I commend the level of maturity with 
which government responded to the 
observations. But I am not pleased with 
some members who still try to demonise 
Obasanjo. Again, beyond the mature 
response of the Buhari administration, 
conscious efforts must be made to address 
the ills pointed out in that letter.”

He also believed that the letter must 
have rattled Aso Rock to the point of invit-
ing Tinubu to the Villa the very same day.

“Neither the APC nor the President can 
claim that the letter did not touch them. 
The speed at which Tinubu arrived the 
Villa that same day was evidence that 
they were jolted. However, events in the 
next few days will determine whether the 
administration of Buhari actually saw the 
message conveyed in the letter or would 
decide to remain its obstinate self,” Kolade 
said.

Catherine Oboh, a psychologist, told 
BDSUNDAY that she did not understand 
the psychology of the drivers of the pres-
ent government.

“Honestly speaking, I find it difficult 
to understand the psychology of those in 
power. We have people who pretend they 
don’t see the chaos in the system. Citizens 
are being massacred across the country, 
yet they revel in irrelevances. Sometimes, I 
wonder if the President really understands 
what he was elected to do in office.

“He easily gets irritated when people 
are speaking out their mind on poor 
governance- he shouldn’t have contested 
the office in the first place. The Nigerian 
people did not vote him into office just for 
him to sit idly or be junketing from one 
part of the world to another. Nigerians 
are really pissed off at the President’s stark 
incompetence. So, for me Obasanjo’s letter 
is just an articulation of the grievances in 
the polity,” Oboh said.

A mild and reasonable response
The response from Aso Rock has been 

described as a total deviation from the 
character of those in government at the 
centre. Critics say they are people known 
to be “aggressive, always churning out 
excuses and outright lies, unconcerned 
to citizens’ plights and combative in their 
approach to criticism”, but have unexpect-
edly, this time around, acted like a lamb- 
civil and reasonable.

“Those who crafted the reply employed 
responsible words and carefully avoided 
name-calling which is their stock-in-trade 
in the party. But if I know the Buhari ad-
ministration well, what they think about 
the letter is quite different from what they 
told the public. Their last word on it has 
not been heard,” Joseph Gbadebo, a Lagos-
based policy analyst, said. 

Politics
Understanding Obasanjo’s message to ‘Brother Buhari’

Obasanjor President Buhari

ZEBULON AGOMUO

partly owes his meteoric rise in national 
politics to Obasanjo. He was to align forces 
with APC to show Jonathan the exit door 
in 2015.

In the present circumstance, analysts 
are of the opinion that history is bound to 
repeat itself.

Akin Oyebode, a professor of interna-
tional law and jurisprudence, and former 
don at the University of Lagos, hailed the 
development.

“I think General Obasanjo has his eyes 
on history. Remember, way back when 
MKO Abiola was being touted as president 
of Nigeria, he said he was not the messiah 
that we were seeking. And his warning to 
President Jonathan to change his attitude 
in terms of governance was so critical and 
decisive, if you remember. So, it seems 
that General Obasanjo has done it again; 
because he has ventilated the grievances 
and frustrations of many Nigerians over 
two-and-half years,” Prof. Oyebode said.

Humphrey Chikere, an Ilorin-based 
political analyst, said Obasanjo’s interven-
tion came at the nick of time. He wondered 
why the APC family refuses to own up 
to its failings as contained in the missive.

“For me the intervention by former 
President Obasanjo is the best thing that 
has happened to Nigeria in the last two 
years plus. Many Nigerians have been 
complaining in hushed tones and a few 
have been courageous enough to articulate 
their anger in videos. We see all manner 
of messages and video clips on social me-
dia, but none has been as explicit as Dr. 
Obasanjo’s treatise. Apart from the fine 
articulation of Buhari’s failings, the source 
of the message is what makes the differ-
ence,” Chikere said.

According to him, “To be honest with 
you, at a point I began to imagine if the 
Nigerian people had been hypnotised to 
behave like Zombies. We can only see the 
kind of morbid fear that enveloped the 
land in a military regime; but here we are 
in a democracy and people are afraid to 
air their views. People are afraid to protest 
against a failed system and government.

“Those who organised ‘Occupy Nigeria’ 
against the Jonathan administration have 
slipped into perpetual slumber. Despite the 
fact that half of the ills being witnessed 
today did not happen in the last adminis-
tration, yet, no one is organising protests. 
So, whatever was responsible for the laxity 
in the polity, Obasanjo’s intervention may 
have sufficed.”

Speaking in tandem, Tokunbo Kolade, a 
card-carrying member of one of the newly 
registered parties by the INEC, expressed 

“I think General Obasanjo 

has his eyes on history. 

Remember, way back 

when MKO Abiola was 

being touted as president 

of Nigeria, he said he was 

not the messiah that we 

were seeking



17Sunday 31 December  2017 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

Politics
2019: Rivers’ APC lists 11 reasons why Wike won’t be re-elected

T
he Rivers State All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) in Rivers State 
has listed 11 reasons 
why the state gover-

nor, Nyesom Wike of the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) may not 
secure a second term in 2019.

In a statement circulated by 
Eze Chukwuemeka Eze, media 
consultant to the APC boss in 
the state, Davis Ikanya, the 
party named the sins of Wike as 
aborting the Scholarship Scheme 
and free education initiated 
by Amaechi; aborting the free 
medicals for infants and the aged 
initiated and executed by Amae-
chi; and for turning Ambassador 
Ine Korubo Model Secondary 
School described by many as an 
University to forest.

 Others were for aborting 
the Greater Port Harcourt City 
project aimed to decongest 
Port Harcourt and positioned 
Rivers State as one of best 
States in Nigeria; for running 
Rivers State for the past two 
years plus as a chiefdom with-
out budgetary provisions; for 
turning Rivers State to Rivers 
of dustbin and blood where 
security of lives and properties 
no longer make any meaning; 
and for aborting the Monthly 
Town Hall meetings where 
communities make inputs in 
Governance initiated by the 
administration of Amaechi.

IgnatIus Chukwu

The statement said Rivers 
people are angry for Wike for 
destroying the Agricultural 
sector of Rivers State through 
ruining the Songhai farm, the 
Buguma fish farm etc; for killing 
Local Government system in 
Rivers State; for ensuring that 
developmental deliberations 
in the Rivers State House of 
Assembly no longer exist; and 
for stopping and destroying the 
future of the youths on scholar-
ship in foreign countries and 
refusal to pay the Civil servants 
their salaries when due. 

The statement accused Wike 
of spending N1Bn from the 

coffers of the state to hire two 
different groups (non indigenes 
and women groups) last week-
end to endorse him for his un-
merited second term bid.

 The opposition party in Riv-
ers State said that Gov. Wike 
spent N500million to hire non 
indigenes who were not resi-
dent in Rivers State from Abia, 
Imo and Akwa Ibom States 
to march to the Rivers State 
Government House in order to 
endorse him for second term in 
office while he allegedly refused 
to pay the six months salaries 
owed to the Rivers State Civil 
servants and arrears of pension 

owed to pensioners. Civil ser-
vants in the state are said to have 
been paid up to December 2017, 
except those in some ‘blacklisted’ 
parastatals such as RSSDA. 

 The APC in the same vein 
queried the rationale behind 
the Governor spending another 
N500million to hire women 
from Bayelsa and Delta States 
and presented them as Rivers 
State women to endorse him to 
continue to exhibit his mediocri-
ty in governance. The statement 
did not disclose evidence of the 
said spending. 

The party rather support-
ed the claim by quoting the 
press statement issued by the 
Hausa community in Rivers 
State through their leader, Saidu 
Musa. The community in the 
press statement rejected the 
claim by the state government 
that the Hausa community was 
among the communities from 
the state that endorsed him.  

 Apparently in agreement 
with the Hausa community, the 
Igbos, the Akwa Ibomites and 
Cross Riverians, the Igalas, the 
Tivs,  the Ibibios, the Yoruba’s 
and other ethnic nationalities 
residing in Rivers State have 
jointly and separately denied 
that their members were those 
who stormed the Government 
House to endorse Wike. 

 The party recalled that Wike 
on assumption of office deluded 
the non-indigenes in Rivers State 
and stopped the Scholarship 
Scheme initiated by Amaechi 

because of the non-indigenes 
and wonder how Wike now 
sought the endorsement of non-
indigenes for his second term bid 
after he told the world that he 
stopped the scholarship scheme 
because it contained the names 
of some non-indigenes.

 APC said Wike in appar-
ent demonstration of his deep 
averseness to non-indigenes 
in Rivers State allegedly ter-
minated the appointment of 
13,200 teachers employed dur-
ing the Amaechi’s adminis-
tration. BDSUNDAY checks 
however showed that some 
non-indigenes employed in the 
13,200 batch are still in service.

 The party described as most 
unfortunate the claim by Wike 
that he spent one billion Naira 
in hiring less than two thou-
sand non-indigenes and few 
hundreds of Women for this 
unfortunate exercise. “This to 
APC is another tool for Wike 
to divert and embezzle public 
funds with impunity. The party 
noted with sadness not mind-
ing the above that Wike is not 
relenting in this inglorious act 
as a whopping sum of N5Bn has 
been earmarked to woo some 
PDP governors, notable Emirs 
and Obas to visit Rivers State 
from February to endorse Wike 
for his second term bid and we 
wish to appeal to some of these 
people already contacted for this 
evil act that their actions are not 
for the good of Rivers State and 
her people”. 

Wike

As President George Weah takes oath of office

D
ays after George Weah 
was sworn in as President 
of Liberia, Liberians are 
upset at his choice of cabi-

net members, majority of whom 
are from the previous administra-
tion of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

Weah took the oath of office 
in front of an estimated 35, 000 
people at the Samuel Doe Stadium 
in Monrovia, with many queuing 
for hours to gain entrance.

In his inauguration speech, the 
former world renowned footballer 
said he could not offer any “quick 
fixes” but rather steady progress 
towards the goals of Liberians, 
with his biggest priorities being 
corruption fight and to pay civil 
servants “a living wage,” and show 
the private sector that Liberia was 
“open for business”.

But feelers coming out of 
Monrovia, the state capital, few 
days after the historic inaugu-
ration are that many Liberians 
are disappointment in the Presi-
dent’s decision to retain some 

government officials as first 
members of his cabinet, which 
in turn has sparked huge debates 
with many rejecting some of the 
names being nominated by the 
new leader.

Popular among the names being 
rejected include Education Minister, 
George Werner; Information Minis-
ter, Eugene Nagbe, and Foreign Af-
fairs Minister, Milton Gbehzohngar 
Findley.

They believe maintaining these 
officials shows that former Presi-
dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is still in 
charge of the government. Another 
picture this move creates is that 
Weah needs to surround himself 
with people who are familiar with 
the workings of government at that 
level, unlike what he was used to at 
the municipal level.

For the appointment of Mary 
Broh, Director of the General Ser-
vices Agency (GSA), she remains the 
favourite of many people who have 
expressed critical views of other 
nominations.

Many said her performance 
in the Sirleaf administration 
should continue in the new ad-

ministration. Broh is hailed for her 
“straight forwardness, hard work 
and passion.”

Liberians have called on Presi-
dent Weah to move Broh to the 
Ministry of Labor or the police to 
help “cleanup those sector as she has 
done at the passport department 
and at the Monrovia City Corpora-
tion (MCC)”.

Information Minister Len Eu-
gene Nagbe and Education Minister 
George Werner are among the most 
criticized appointees in the Weah’s 
led government. These are two key 
ministries that are essential for the 
success of Weah’s administration, 
taking into consideration his pas-
sion to have majority of his citizens 
educated.

Meanwhile critics have main-
tained that the pair shows that 
President Weah is not prepared to 
bring change to Liberia.

“How can you maintain a man 
like George Werner, who in our 
mind, damaged the education 
sector in our country, look at his 
failed policies, look at the fake 
NGO he brought calling them-
selves Bridge.”

How he will correct this faux 
pas, is not known, but what is 
known is disappointment being 
felt by those who believe apart 

L-R: Atiku Abubakar, a former vice president and chieftain of People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), with his host, Ayodele Fayose, governor of 
Ekiti, inspecting some ongoing projects in Ado-Ekiti, the state capital, 
when the former VP visited the state, recently.

from a change of president, nothing 
else has changed in terms of those 
managing sectors of the economy. 
It is still the same old brigade.

…. Liberians fault his first set of appointments
Mabel DIMMa
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T
wo months after 
he passed away in 
a London hospital, 
Alexander Ifeany-
ichukwu Ekwueme, 

Second Republic vice-president 
of Nigeria, began his final jour-
ney home with a commenda-
tion service held in his honour 
at The Cathedral Church of 
Christ, Marina, Lagos on Fri-
day, January 19, 2018, followed 
by an Evening of Tributes and 
Music on the same day at the 
Muson Centre, Onikan, Lagos.

The elder statesman died 
on November 19, 2017 at the 
age of 85 years, once again 
reaffirming the timeless words 
of William Shakespeare in 
‘As You Like It’, that “All the 
world’s a stage, and all the men 
and women merely players. 
They have their exits and their 
entrances, and one man in his 
time plays many parts.”

At the commendation ser-
vice, which attracted notable 
Nigerians including former 
and serving public office hold-
ers, the glowing tributes that 
had been flowing since the 
announcement of Ekwueme’s 
demise continued.

Very Revd Yinka Omololu, 
former provost of The Cathe-
dral Church of Christ, who 
delivered the sermon, said 
Ekwueme exemplified integ-
rity, selflessness and honesty 
unlike many politicians.

“Today, politicians take our 
money in the guise of com-
munity projects, they now 
distribute exercise books. Dr. 
Ekwueme spent his own mon-
ey for the good of his own 
people of Nigeria.

“Dr. Alex Ekwueme was a 
selfless leader, a very humble 
man. To describe him as great 
was to belittle him. So, as you 
remember Ekwueme, how 
are you spending your life? 
Ekwueme loved God and he 
showed it.

“As long as Nigeria exists, 
the name Ekwueme will al-
ways exist. He will be remem-
bered by what he has done. 
So, his family must keep this 
heritage going,” Omololu said.

Peter Obi, a former gov-
ernor of Anambra State, said 
Ekwueme was one of the best 
in Nigeria.

“You could see from all that 
has been said and written 
about him. He was one of those 
who faithfully served this 
country, an example for today’s 
politicians to follow,” Obi said.

Orji Uzor Kalu, a former 
governor of Abia State, said 
Ekwueme was a perfect poli-
tician who had great love for 
Nigeria and Nigerians and 
detested politics of bitterness.

CHUKS OLUIGBO

“He was a detribalised man. 
He did very well for the coun-
try and he played politics with-
out bitterness. Even though 
people offended him, he over-
looked all those shortcomings. 
So, I believe he would be rest-
ing in peace now. His soul will 
rest in peace.

“This is not really a time for 
people to talk. No matter how 
old one dies, it is very difficult 
to bear losses. So, I condole 
with the family and Nigerians 
at large,” Kalu said.

In a prepared text, Akin-
wunmi Ambode, Lagos State 
governor, who was absent at 
the event, described Ekwueme 
as a “creative political thinker, 
patriotic, modest, politically 
foresighted, incorruptible and 
an uncompromising democrat”, 
stressing that “it is to his credit 
that the idea of the six geopo-
litical zones we have today” 
was developed.

The commendation ser-
vice had in attendance other 
dignitaries like Ogun State 
Governor Ibikunle Amosun, 
former Ogun State Governor 
Olusegun Osoba, former Com-
monwealth Secretary General 
Emeka Anyaoku, among others.

Following Ekwueme’s death, 
the Federal Government had in 
December set up a Burial Com-
mittee to set plans in motion 

towards giving the late elder 
statesman a befitting burial.

Similarly, the governors of 
the South East geopolitical zone 
met at the Government House 
in Enugu, where they also set 
up a committee headed by the 
director general of the South 
East Governors’ Forum.

On January 18, the com-
mittee set up by the Federal 
Government announced at a 
media briefing in Abuja that 
the government was working 
with the governments of the 
five South East states to give 
Ekwueme a befitting burial.

According to burial pro-
gramme rolled out by the com-
mittee, the remains of the late 
elder statesman will depart 
arrive in Abuja on Monday, 
January 29, where there would 
be Parade of Honour at the Pres-
idential Wing of the Nnamdi 
Azikiwe International Airport. 
Thereafter, the body will depart 
to Enugu and will be received 
by the South East governors at 
the Akanu Ibiam International 
Airport.

Other funeral rites will con-
tinue until February 2, when 
there will be lying-in-state at 
Ekwueme’s residence in Oko, 
Anambra State, followed by 
funeral service at St. John the 
Divine Church, Oko. Interment 
will follow after the service, 

while outing service will hold 
on Sunday, February 11 at St. 
John the Divine Church, Oko.

Born on October 21, 1932, the 
late Ekwueme, who served as 
vice-president under the Shehu 
Shagari presidency (1979-1983), 
had his primary education at 
the St. John’s Anglican Cen-
tral School, Ekwulobia, and 
secondary education at King’s 
College, Lagos. For his tertiary 
education, he attended the Uni-
versity of Washington under 
the Fulbright Scholarship and 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Architecture and City Planning. 
He proceeded to gain a master’s 
degree in Urban Planning and a 
PhD in Architecture from the 
University of Strathclyde. He 
also earned degrees in sociol-
ogy, history, philosophy and 
law from the University of 
London and later gained the 
BL (honours) degree from the 
Nigerian Law School.

Variously described as a 
philanthropist, public servant, 
and a man of peace, Ekwueme 
was said to be an urbane politi-
cian and an intellectual who 
was to the field of architecture 
what Akintola Williams is to 
accountancy.

“He practiced from the plat-
form of his firm, Ekwueme As-
sociates, Architects and Town 
Planners, the first indigenous 

architectural firm in Nigeria. 
His practice flourished with 
16 offices spread all over Nige-
ria with landmark structures 
across the country signpost-
ing his proficiency. In today’s 
parlance, he would have been 
called a local champion be-
cause of his active and pas-
sionate involvement in the 
socio-economic development 
of his community assuming 
the prestigious traditional title 
of Ide, not just of his native 
Oko Kingdom, but also of the 
old Aguata Division made up 
of 44 towns,” one report said 
about him.

“That was how close he 
was to his people. From that 
pedestal, he became a driving 
force in the educational and 
socio-economic strides that his 
community recorded in the 
area of self-help. Ekwueme’s 
Educational Trust Fund was 
in response to the yearning 
need to satisfy the educational 
aspiration of the youth of his 
community, which resulted in 
the sponsorship of hundred 
youths to universities in Nigeria 
and abroad.

“Before fate thrust him into 
the limelight of national politics 
that he dominated by the sheer 
presence of his intellectual 
acumen, the closest he came to 
any national assignment was 
as a member of the housing 
sub-committee of the Adebo 
Salaries and Wages Review 
Commission. He also served for 
many years on the board of the 
Anambra State Housing Devel-
opment Authority. When the 
ban on politics was lifted, his as-
piration was to be the governor 
of old Anambra State, a position 
he vied with the also late Dr 
Chuba Okadigbo. Both of them 
lost. But political fortune smiled 
on him when his party, the Na-
tional Party of Nigeria (NPN), 
chose him as the running mate 
to Alhaji Shehu Shagari. They 
won and served for four years 
and were re-elected for another 
four years before the military 
interrupted that democratic 
match,” the report further said.

Incidentally, that democratic 
process was truncated through 
a coup that brought to power a 
certain Muhammadu Buhari, 
who happens to be the current 
president of Nigeria.

When Sani Abacha’s dicta-
torship became unbearable in 
the mid-to-late 1990s, it was 
Ekwueme that mobilized the 
group of 34 eminent Nigerians 
who risked their lives to stand 
up against that military junta. 
He was the founding chairman 
of the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) on which platform he 
vied for the presidency, which 
was eventually won by Oluse-
gun Obasanjo.
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I 
deem it necessary to state 
from the onset of this open 
letter to the Number 4 Citi-
zen, Rt. Hon. Yakubu Dogara 

that the intent of this short-
piece should not in any way 
linked to the phenomenal letters 
being chunked out by former 
President, Olusegun Obasanjo 
though c oincidental  and es-
sential specifically to address 
the internal wrangling among 
the Standing Committees and 
Ad-hoc Committees initiated by 
Selection Committee chaired by 
your humble self, and endorsed 
by the Hous e.  I  wish to say 
without mincing words that, the 
multiplicity of these committees 
and bulkanisation of commit-
tees which ought to be sectoral 
have become so unhealthy and 
confusing.

Imagine, one Minister ap-
pearing before five committees 
on same issues?

To drive home my point, Mr. 
Speaker, who among the two 
Standing Committees on Finan-
cial Crimes and Anti-Corruption 
is saddled with the responsibil-
ity of handling the budget of 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) and Inde-
pendent Corrupt Practices and 
Other Related Matters Commis-
sion (ICPC) knowing full well that 
the two agencies perform similar 
functions! It is evident that the 
duplicity of functions of quite a 
number of the existing Standing 
Committees has contributed to 
the poor and slow performance 
of the engine room of the Lower 
Chamber.

Just last week, the same in-
vestigation being conducted by 
the Standing Committee on Tele-
communications chaired by Hon. 
Saheed Akinade-Fijabi is also be-
ing handled concurrently by the 
Ad-hoc Committee chaired by 
Hon.  Ahmed Abu! Let me being 
to your notice that all is not well 
with the Standing Committees 
on Justice, Judiciary and Federal 
Courts and FCT Courts! This is a 

sectoral affair that a Standing 
Committee can handle to say 
the least! Sir, I was privileged to 
attend one of the session, where 
some private sector operators 
proteste d over the duplicity 
and confusing state of affairs 
within the system. Perhaps you 
are not aware, similar imbroglio 
is playing out among the Stand-
ing Committees Aside the high 
operating cost, how many of 
these multitudinous Commit-
tees are functioning? I recall 
that you presided over plenary 
session prior to the Christmas 
recess, where some Standing 
Committees were stripped of 
their functions on some bills 
referred to them over two years 
without action.

Just last week Sir, another 
s et  of  Standing Committe es 
were also discharged of their 
functions for the same reasons! 
Then what is the justification 
for the multiplicity? A former 
Clerk of the House of Represen-
tatives, last week at the retreat 
organised for the House of Rep-
resentatives in Kaduna alluded 
to some justifications for the 
multiplicity, including political 
reason. But with the present 
scenario, attention should be 
given to efficiency and deliver-
ables! Go for value and quality 
not quantity, we are in an era 
of prudence and cutting waste! 
So much legislative man-hours 
are being wasted when we can 
get the best from the few who 
are dedicated to their calling as 
representatives of the people.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to inform 
you that some of the bills such 
as: Nigerian Minerals and Min-
ing Act (Amendment) bill, 2015; 
Kidney Transplant bill, 2015; 
Commo dities Exchange bil l , 
2015; Nigerian Industrial Revo-
lution Plan Bill 2015; Nigerian 
Postal Commission Bill,  2015 
stocked with these committees 
are economic and industrialisa-
tion legislative frameworks and 
critical to the survival of ordi-

nary Nigerians who cannot af-
ford overseas medical treatment.

Kindly indulge my decision 
to isolate and distinguish one 
of the best performing Stand-
ing Committees chaired by Rt. 
Hon. Uzoma Nkem-Abonta; it is 
the House Committee on Pub-
lic Petitions. By all standards, 
Nkem-Abonta and few mem-
bers stay into midnight attend-
ing to petitions! It is however 
appalling that some Standing 
Committees have not conveyed 
one meeting over 30 months of 
the 8th session of the House of 
Representatives. I’m aware they 
get their monthly imprest for 
doing nothing! I took time out 
to look through some of the bills 
and committees. Below is the 
details: Before proceeding on the 
Christmas/New Year recess, the 
Speaker had discharged some 
inefficient Standing Committees 
of continuing with the consid-
eration of 19 bills which had 
scaled through second reading. 
The resolution was passed fol-
lowing the observation that the 
“committees are yet to present 
reports on the bills contrary to 
the provisions of Order 17 Rule 
3(g) of the Standing Orders of the 
House which provides that: any 
matter referred to any commit-
tees shall be treated within 30 
days otherwise the committee 
shall stand discharged after 60 
days and the matter committed 
to the Committee of the Whole 
for consideration.”

The affected standing com-
mittees are: Reform Government 
Institutions; Housing; Solid Min-
erals; Tertiary Education and 
Services; FCT; Healthcare Servic-
es; Justice; Commerce; Defence; 
Finance; Health Institutions; In-
terior and Human Rights. They 
are: Freedom of Information Act 
(amendment) bill, 2015; Federal 
Land Registry (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act (amendment) 
bill, 2015; Nigerian Minerals and 
Mining Act (Amendment) bill, 
2015; Nigerian Police Academy 

Act (Amendment) bill, 2015; FCT 
Trust Fund (Establishment, etc) 
bill, 2015; Kidney Transplant bill, 
2015; Commodities Exchange 
bill ,  2015 and Interpretation 
Act (Amendment) bill ,  2015. 
Others include: FCT College of 
Agriculture (Establishment, etc) 
bill,  2015; FCT University of 
Science and Technology, Abaji 
(Establishment) bill, 2015; De-
fence Industry Corporation of 
Nigeria bill, 2016; Survey Coor-
dination Act (amendment) bill, 
2016; National Institute of Credit 
Administration (Establishment) 
bill, 2016; National Eye Centre 
bill ,  2016; Nigerian Se curity 
and Civil Defence Corps Act 
(amendment) bill, 2016; Immi-
gration Act (amendment) bill, 
2016; Border Patrol Agents bill, 
2016 and Trafficking in Persons 
(Prohibition) Law Enforcement 
and Administration Act (amend-
ment) bill, 2016.

In a relate d development, 
Emmanuel Orker-Jev, chairman, 
House Committee on Rules and 
Business,  during last Thurs-
day’s plenary, also urged the 
House to discharge 15 standing 
committees of the bills which 
were read a Second time sepa-
rately between 2015 and 2016 
and referred to them, pursuant 
to Order 17, Rule 3(g) of the 
Standing Orders of the House 
of Representatives. The affected 
committees are: Federal Capital 
Territory Area Councils and An-
cillary Matters; Industry; Tele-
communications; Tertiary Edu-
cation and Services; Healthcare 
Services; Defense, Customs and 
Excise, National Security and 
Intelligence, and Police Affairs; 
Justice; Commerce; Information, 
National Orientation, Ethics and 
Values; Ports, Harbours and Wa-
terways; Banking and Currency.

The bills are: Satellite Towns 
Development Agency Bill, 2015; 
Nigerian Industrial Revolution 
Plan Bill 2015; Nigerian Postal 
Commission B il l ,  2015;  Ter-
tiary Education Trust Fund Act 

(Amendment) Bill, 2015;
National Primary Health-

care Development Agency Act 
(Amendment) Bill, 2015; Emer-
gency Communication B i l l , 
2015; Security Services Welfare 
Infrastructural Development 
Commission Bill, 2015 and Na-
tional Agency for Food and Drug 
Administration and Control Act 
(Amendment) Bill, 2015. Others 
include: Miscellaneous Offences 
Act (Amendment) Bill,

2015;  Anti-Dumping and 
Countervailing Bill, 2015; Broad-
casting Practitioners Bill, 2015; 
Security and Intelligence (Com-
pulsory Inclusion in Secondary 
Scho ols Syllabus)  B ill ,  2015; 
Nigeria Insurance Act (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2015; Presidential 
(Transition) Bill, 2015; National 
Population Commission Act 
(Amendment) Bill, 2015; Nige-
rian Sovereign Investment Au-
thority Act (Amendment) Bill, 
2015; National Inland Water-
ways Authority Bill, 2015 and 
National Broadcasting Commis-
sion Act (Amendment) Bill, 2015. 
To this end, the House resolved 
to “discharge the Committees 
above mentioned from the bills 
referred to them and commit 
same to the Committee of the 
Whole for consideration.” Mr. 
Speaker, the time to act is now!

Open letter to Speaker Dogara on internal wrangling among committees
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A
t the inauguration of the 
Eighth Senate in June 
2015, one of the critical 
legislations it promised 
to pass within its lifetime 

was the amendment of the 1999 
Constitution.

With a year to the 2019 general 
elections, the fate of independent can-
didates hangs in the balance, as legisla-
tive processes on the Constitution Al-
teration Bills are yet to be concluded, 
even when the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) had 
released the timetable and schedule 
of activities for the exercise.

The development therefore sug-

gests that both chambers of the Na-
tional Assembly are not on the same 
page with the electoral body as far as 
the forthcoming election is concerned.

The electoral umpire had made it 
clear that it released the election time-
table on time in line with international 
best practices to give stakeholders 
ample time to prepare and avoid the 
fire-bragade approach associated with 
previous polls in the country.

Surprisingly, the Legislature is foot-
dragging on the matter.

Recall that both chambers of the 
National Assembly made provision for 
independent candidates in the current 
constitution amendment exercise, in 
a major departure from the extant 
electoral law which stipulates that can-
didates for elections must be sponsored 
by political parties. The Constitution 
Alteration Bills are currently before 
the State Houses of Assembly for adop-
tion and it is unclear when they will 
be returned to the National Assembly 
for approval and transmission to the 
President for his assent.

Another contentious issue is the 
delayed amendment to the Electoral 
Act. As the February 2019 elections 
draw near, there are also concerns over 
the National Assembly’s delay in suc-

cessfully amending the 2010 Electoral 
Act (Amendment) Bill, which would 
be used to conduct the exercise.

Despite the fact that the Electoral 
Act does not need the adoption of State 
Houses of Assembly, federal lawmak-
ers are still foot-dragging on the matter, 
without realising that time is of the 
essence.

The fact that it took the House of 
Representatives ten months to amend 
the Act after the Senate had done so, 
speaks volume of the preparedness 
of the federal legislature towards the 
exercise.

As it stands, attention has shifted 
to the six-man conference committee, 
expected to harmonise the Senate’s 
version of the amended Electoral 
Act with that passed by the House of 
Representatives.

The panel has the Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on the Indepen-
dent National Electoral Commission 
(INEC), Suleiman Nazif, as Chairman, 
with Shehu Sani (APC, Kaduna State), 
Biodun Olujimi (PDP, Ekiti State), Hope 
Uzodinma (PDP, Imo State), Dino Me-
laye (APC, Kogi State) and Peter Nwao-
boshi (PDP, Delta State) as members.

Of all the bills to be harmonised 
by the Nazif-led committee, the most 

contentious is the order of elections 
in the country. Recall that last week, 
lawmakers in the lower legislative 
chamber amended the Electoral Act 
by approving that the conduct of 
National Assembly election should 
comes first, to be followed by the 
governorship and state Houses of As-
sembly elections while the presidential 
election should be conducted last. 
This contradicts the announcement 
by the electoral body which fixed the 
presidential and National Assembly 
elections on the same day, followed by 
the Governorship and State House of 
Assembly elections.

As plot thickens to impeach Saraki, 
the stage is set for the mother of all 
battles between the Senate and the 
Executive as the upper legislative 
chamber is set to adopt the House 
version on order of elections.

Meanwhile, what I predicted on 
this platform two weeks ago that there 
would be increased empowerment 
programmes by lawmakers following 
the release of the elections timetable 
has started playing out. A picture has 
gone viral on social media of Mustapha 
Sani Mohammed (APC, Niger State) 
commissioning an electric pole in his 
senatorial district.

There would be more of these 
‘gestures’ by legislators including 
distribution of wheelbarrows, sew-
ing machines, grinding machines, 
motorcycles and tricycles all in the 
name of ‘empowerment’ and ‘poverty 
alleviation’. 

This week is expected to witness 
the investigative public hearing of 
the Senate Committee on Petroleum 
Downstream probing the over N5 
trillion subsidy payment to the Nige-
rian National Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC) between 2006 and 2016.

Five bills passed First Reading last 
week. They include: Armed Forces 
Comfort Act CAP A21 LFN 2004 
(Amendment) Bill, Federal College of 
Education Misau, Bauchi State (Est, etc) 
Bill, Federal College of Education (Tech-
nical) Arochukwu, Abia State (Est, etc) 
Bill, Federal Polytechnic Kwale, Delta 
State (Est, etc) Bill and Federal College 
of Education Dass (Est, etc) Bill.

The 14-day ultimatum given by 
the Senate to the Inspector General of 
Police (IGP), Ibrahim Idris, to arrest and 
investigate the perpetrators of Benue 
killings comes to an end on Tuesday.

It would be interesting to know the 
next line of action by legislators, should 
the IGP fail to arrest the killers.

Electoral Act amendment, 2019 general election and other matters



Comment Send 800word comments to comment@businessdayonline.com
comment is free

Buhari must get his groove back

P
rior to his 2015 electoral 
v i c t o r y ,  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari 
had contested for the 
p r e s i d e n c y  t h r i c e 

(2003, 2007 and 2011) and lost 
on all three occasions. But by 
the fourth attempt in 2015, his 
popularity had soared to an all 
time high. Except, perhaps, for 
the Late Chief MKO Abiola in 
the 1993 presidential election, 
no presidential candidate in the 
country had garnered so much 
extensive approval.

A couple of  factors were 
responsible for the change in 
Buhari’s political fortune. First, 
his predecessor, the Lucky One, 
had squandered all the goodwill 
that offered him the presidency. 
Second, Nigerians saw in Buhari 
a man of spotless integrity who 
could be entrusted with the 
nation’s treasury. Third, Nigerians 
believed he could decisively tackle 
the nation’s mounting security 
problem. Fourth, the coalition of 
political parties that formed the 
APC gave Buhari a better platform 
than he previously had. Fifth, 
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Nigerians were simply fed up with 
then ruling political party and were 
willing to give Buhari a chance.

So, Buhari rode on the back of 
all these aforementioned dynamics 
to become, perhaps, the most 
widely elected President in the 
nation’s political annals.  But 
then, in a funny twist of events, 
the once famous Buhari, who can 
never do any wrong, has suddenly 
become a villain. Suddenly, the man 
Nigerians love to hail with the chant 
of ‘Sai Baba’ is literarily being slain 
on a daily basis, curiously by his 
erstwhile fanatical promoters.

H o w  d i d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t 
fritter away the goodwill? Why 
is Nigerians’ patience suddenly 
running out with the president?  
Well, like every such intricate socio-
political issue, the answer to the 
questions is multifaceted.  For one, 
the president is perceived by many 
to be too slow in his handling of 
salient national matters. It took him 
about six months to put in place a 
cabinet while appointing members 
into the various boards of national 
parastatals took him much more.

Also, the President has been 
broadly accused of engaging in 
unconcealed nepotism. It has been 
alleged that the sacred cows in 
his government are his kinsmen 
who are largely untouchable. The 
President has also been accused of 
favoring those from his part of the 
country in terms of appointments. 

In this case, appointments into 
t o p  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  p o s t s 
have particularly been alleged 
to be lopsided. Additionally, the 
President’s handling of the tricky 
killer herdsmen’s question has been 
seen by many as not too convincing.

Now, in-spite of all this, if 
he wishes the President could 
still warm himself back into the 
hearts of many of his disgruntled 
compatriots. He needs to swifter 
in his response to critical national 
matters. A man whose house is 
on fire does not have the luxury 
of time. Shrinking from taking the 
right decisions and actions at the 
appropriate time won’t do the 
country much good.

Also, the President must be 
wary of sycophants whose stock in 
trade is lies and deception. They are 
hypocrites with self-seeking agenda. 
They did same with Abacha. For the 
right price, they can wine and dine 
with the devil himself. Therefore, 
the President needs to be discerning 
with the kind of stuffs such people 
feed him with. He needs to pay 
more attention to what his critics 
are saying. Critics are often better 
than sycophants.

Equally, the President needs to 
be more visible. Nigerians want to 
see and hear their President. He is 
the leader of a nation of over 170 
million people and they are eager 
to see and hear him. He needs 
to allay their fears. He needs to 

20 Sunday 28 January 2018SUNDAYBD C002D5556

TAYO OGUNBIYI
Ogunbiyi is of the Lagos State 

Ministry of Information & Strategy, 
Alausa, Ikeja

encourage and inspire them. He 
needs to sometimes move out of the 
Aso Rock to relate with the ordinary 
Nigerians.  He needs to engage the 
people on several burning national 
issues. There are several platforms 
through which this can be done.

Finally, the President must 
allay the fears of Nigerians on the 
allegation of bigotry being leveled 
against him. He must see the entire 
country as his constituency. After 
all, his mandate is a pan Nigerian 
one. Thus, he must not be seen to 
favour one section of the country 
at the expense of the other. In the 
words of former Senate President, 
late Dr. Chuba Okadigbo: ‘If you 
are emotionally attached to your 
tribe, religion, or political leaning to 
the point that the truth and justice 
become secondary considerations, 
your education is useless. Your 
exposure is useless. If you cannot 
reason beyond petty sentiments, 
you are a liability to mankind’.

For the President, the clock 
is ticking and time is running 
out. History would not be kind to 
him if he squanders the unique 
goodwill upon which he rode to the 
presidency. So, he cannot afford to 
fail. No, he cannot, for so much is 
at stake!

Ogunbiyi is of the Ministry of 
Information & Strategy, Alausa, 
Ikeja, Lagos.
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A
s technology comes to 
permeate every aspect 
of our lives, redefining 
connectivity and digital 
capabil i ty  on ever y 

front, it will become smarter, more 
intuitive, and more humanistic 
than ever before.

Two or three decades ago, if 
you had asked someone what 
they expected from technology 
by the year 2018, their answer 
would likely pale in comparison 
to today’s standards. Very few 
would have forecasted the digital 
transformation that has come to 
characterize our modern world, nor 
would they have anticipated that 
technology would revolutionize 
the ways we live, work, learn, and 
communicate in every conceivable 
way. A few decades ago, advanced 
technologies like virtual reality, 

Keeping pace with digital transformation as 
technology transcends the realm of reality
the Internet of Things (IoT), and 
5G may have even seemed almost 
outlandish to most. Such is the 
pattern technology assumes: it 
develops at a rate faster than most 
of us can foresee, and it profoundly 
alters aspects of our lives we can 
scarcely predict.

As such, our expectations for 
technology are constantly evolving 
— and according to Ericsson’s 2018 
Hot Consumer Trends Report, 
which explores the future from 
an early adopter user perspective, 
consumers have come to expect 
more from their digital technology 
than ever before. The consumer 
trends identified by the report 
indicate a paradigmatic shift in how 
people will expect to interact with 
technology in the coming years. As 
our lives become more connected 
in ever y way, we become less 
inclined to learn and understand all 
the intricacies of the many devices 
we use every day. Rather, we want 
our devices to know us instead – 
which will require them to operate 
using human-like capabilities.

In line with this, the world’s 

and virtual reality, more than half 
of users think ads will become so 
realistic that they will eventually 
replace the products themselves – 
and three in four people believe that 
in just five years, we will be able to 
use virtual reality to walk around 
inside smartphone photos.

Beyond the advancements in 
personal technology that have 
come to characterize current 
d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  f u t u r e 
expectations, the same innovations 
are also causing disruptions in 
key industries in the Middle East. 
In the automotive industry, next 
generation technology will allow for 
autonomous and semi-autonomous 
vehicles to make transportation safer 
and more efficient. In healthcare, 
5G will enable capabilities like 
remote diagnosis and operations, 
patient monitoring, virtual reality in 
medical training, and a host of other 
advanced tools and services to drive 
the industry forward. And in utilities, 
manufacturing, financial services, 
public safety, government, and 
virtually every other sector across 
the region, these technological 

innovations will continue to make 
a profound impact on day-to-day 
operations.

As the Middle East begins to 
adopt the technologies of tomorrow 
on a large scale, countries that 
have historically had slower uptake 
rates are also paving the way for 
future developments in support of 
higher internet penetration rates 
across the region. In turn, they 
are enabling smarter and more 
advanced technologies to change 
lives and industries for the better as 
the digital transformation continues 
to spread.

With efforts like these well 
underway in many Arab countries, 
the entire region is on a direct 
route to a connected future in 
which the technologies of tomorrow 
become the reality of today. Smart 
technologies are increasingly 
permeating every aspect of our 
lives, and national movements 
towards the adoption of  next 
generation technology will soon 
make the predictions of Ericsson’s 
Hot Consumer Trends Report a 
reality in the Middle East. 
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advanced internet users and early 
technology adopters have set new 
standards for ICT products and 
ser vices,  whereby consumers 
e x p e c t  d i g i t a l  t e c h n o l o g y  t o 
increasingly operate on human 
t e r m s .  B y  w a y  o f  a r t i f i c i a l 
intelligence, machine learning, 
and the advanced technologies 
that  enable seamless human-
machine interaction, the devices of 
tomorrow will be defined by their 
smart, intuitive, and humanistic 
capabilities.

Ericsson’s 2018 Hot Consumer 
Trends Repor t  reveals  future 
e x p e c t a t i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g 
technologies like smart assistants, 
virtual reality, transportation, and 
others. For example, more than half 
of current intelligent voice assistant 
users believe that we will soon use 
body language, facial expression, 
intonation, and touch to interact 
with tech devices as if they were 
fellow humans. Further, 39 percent 
of participants in the study think 
their city needs a road network in 
the air for drones and flying vehicles. 
And in terms of augmented reality 

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
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There has been a harvest of 
endorsements of the sec-
ond term bid of Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu in recent 

times. What would, however, be 
considered as the height of the 
endorsements is that by the people 
of Abia South. This reverses the 
frequently quoted scripture that 
“a prophet is not without honour 
except in his own town, among 
his relatives and in his own home”.

It will be recalled that stake-
holders, chieftains and the top 
echelon of the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) in the six local govern-
ment areas of Abia South, during 
a recent town hall meeting with 
the governor at Umuobiakwa, 
endorsed his bid to continue his 
governorship beyond 2019.

This endorsement is remark-
able in so many ways. One, it is 
an obvious indication that Gov. Ik-
peazu is at home with his people. 
Two, it is a clear testimony to the 
outstanding performance of the 
governor. Three, it is a reaffirma-
tion of the call for justice and eq-
uity which stipulates that the Abia 
South zone must do two terms as 
done by their counterparts from 
Abia North and Central.  Four, 
there is also a strong resolution 

The imperative of Abia South endorsement of Gov. Ikpeazu’s second-term bid
that no Ukwa-Ngwa son or daugh-
ter would accept a running-mate 
position from any of the governor-
ship aspirants.

By now, one of the opposition 
parties in the state which is grand-
standing and posturing that it 
would reclaim the state from PDP 
in 2019 would have got the strong 
signal that its quest was dead on 
arrival. And, unfortunately, the 
attendance at its much-publicised 
“mega rally” held recently in the 
state did not match the attendance 
at the Abia South PDP stakeholders 
parley with the governor, which 
did not even capture 25 percent 
membership strength of PDP in 
the zone. This is also a strong in-
dicator that elections are not won 
by mere media propaganda but by 
performance, huge party structure 
and following, and a good strategy.

Besides, it is elementary gov-
ernment that the sole aim of every 
political party is to control the 
government whether at the centre, 
state or local level as the last tier 
of government. But the party in 
question has numerous questions 
to resolve before it can woo the 
votes of Abia people in particular, 
and South East in general.

One of the questions will bor-
der strongly on the menace of the 
herdsmen who have overrun com-
munities in the country, including 
some communities in Enugu State. 

The party would have a hectic 
time explaining to the people of 
Anaku community in Ayamelum 
Local Government Area of Anam-
bra State why they should give it 
their votes after losing one of their 
farmer kinsmen to the herdsmen, 
especially as the perpetrators are 
yet to be brought to justice after 
such a long time. Rather, the fed-
eral government led by the party 
remains inactive in the face of 
the multiple, unwarranted and 
unprovoked killings by the Fulani 
herdsmen.

The party’s task of convincing 
the people would be more hectic 
in Ukpabi Nimbo and other Enugu 
communities where the likes of 
26-year-old Catholic seminarian, 
Lazarus Nwafor,  among other 
victims, were murdered by the 
herdsmen in a ver y gruesome 
manner. Unfortunately, the party 
does not have ample time to clean 
up its mess because 2019 is just a 
shouting time from now.

In any case, it is gratifying that 
Abia people are now wiser and that 
the political climate in the state is 
changing for good, where perfor-
mance and critical issues will form 
the plank of campaigns and not 
mere grandstanding. Abia people 
are now wiser and cannot entrust 
their future on a political party 
that epitomises double speak. A 
party that has reneged on its elec-

toral promise to “initiate action to 
amend the Nigerian Constitution 
with a view to devolving power, du-
ties and responsibilities to states in 
order to entrench true federalism 
and the federal spirit”. The federal 
government led by the party also 
promised to “consult and amend 
the constitution to enable states 
and local governments to create 
city, local government and state 
policing systems based on the 
resources available at each level, 
to address the peculiar needs of 
each community”. When the de-
bate for restructuring heated up, 
unfortunately, the party engaged 
itself in reverse gear by setting up a 
committee to define restructuring.

Indeed, Abians are waiting for 
the appropriate time when the 
emptiness of those impostors jos-
tling for the governorship position 
in the state will be exposed. At that 
time, the scorecard of Gov. Okezie 
Ikpeazu, which has provoked the 
harvest of endorsements, will be 
unveiled. Such achievements cut 
across the five pillars and enablers 
driving the administration.

Okezie Ikpeazu’s feats include 
in the areas of health care, where 
some novel health initiatives will 
capture the aged and vulnerable. It 
will include the proposed Special-
ist Hospital for child and maternal 
care. Others are the upgrading 
of  the School of  Midwifer y at 

Abiriba, School of Nursing at Aba, 
Umuahia and Amachara, which 
prompted their reaccreditation by 
the Midwifery and Nursing Council 
of Nigeria; approval of funds for 
the construction of four 100-bed 
General Hospitals at Okeikpe, Aro-
chukwu and Obingwa; upgrading 
of the Departments of Paediatrics, 
Radiology, Surgery, Obstetrics & 
Gynaecology, Cardiotomography, 
Ophthalmology, and Anaesthe-
sia of Abia State University; the 
proposed Super Tertiary Medical 
Facility at Obuaku, which is going 
to change the narrative in medical 
tourism; and procurement of drugs 
to the rural communities.

When all these are unveiled, it 
is then that the opposition party in 
the state would realise that build-
ing party membership with jour-
neymen and spent political horses 
is counter-productive. Then, the 
party would also realise that a par-
ty that builds its membership on 
over-ambitious people whose in-
ordinate ambition nearly plunged 
the state into anarchy is standing 
on quicksand. It is then that Abia 
would remember that once upon a 
time some people deployed every 
effort at their disposal to truncate 
their mandate, including obtain-
ing a certificate of return through 
the back door. 2019 is around the 
corner and Abians are watching 
and waiting earnestly.

OLUWASEUN SOLANKE
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Solanke is head of Business Sup-
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Combating Africa’s inequalities

N
e l s o n  M a n d e l a , 
shortly after be-
coming the first 
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y 
elected president 

of South Africa, spoke to both 
his countrymen and women—
indeed, for Africans every-
where—when he declared, “We 
must work together to ensure 
the equitable distribution of 
wealth, opportunity and power 
in our society.”

As he spoke those words 
in 1996, South Africa was just 
emerging from a racist apart-
heid past in which non-whites, 
more than three-quarters of 
the population, were not only 
denied the vote but also denied 
land ownership, skilled jobs, and 
most basic services.

The country’s poverty rate, 
after a brief decline, has been on 
the rebound since 2015. While 
millions of South Africans have 
improved their educational and 
job prospects, overall income in-
equality in the country remains 
stubbornly entrenched.

According to a new study 
by the UN Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), South Africa 
has the highest recorded level 
of income inequality in the 
world. And in this, South Africa 
is not unusual among African 
nations. Of the 19 most unequal 
countries in the world, 10 are in 
Africa, according to the UNDP’s 
Income Inequality Trends in sub-
Saharan Africa, a report released 
in New York during the opening 
week of the UN General Assem-
bly this past September.

While many countries in the 
region, such as Cote d’Ivoire, 
Mauritius and Rwanda have 
registered remarkable economic 
performance over the past de-
cade and a half, lifting millions 
out of extreme poverty and mak-
ing schooling and health care 
available to larger shares of their 
populations, others have lagged.

One obstacle to higher in-
comes for all has been the re-
gion’s entrenched economic and 
social inequalities. The contrast 
between the visible wealth of 
elites and the daily misery of 
most ordinary people makes the 
disparities seem unjust, driving 
popular anger and contributing 
to protest and rebellion.

As President Hage Geingob 
of Namibia—a country that 
inherited the highest levels of 
income inequality in Africa 
when it gained independence 
from apartheid-era South Africa 
in 1990—told the UN General 
Assembly, “As long as the wealth 
of the country is disproportion-
ately in the hands of a few, we 
cannot have lasting peace and 
stability.”

Radical shift
Until recently, income in-

equality received only sporadic 
attention from development 
practitioners and policy makers. 
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Before the 1990s they focused 
mainly on stimulating economic 
growth. It eventually became 
clearer that growing markets 
alone does not necessarily ben-
efit the poor and that excessive 
liberalization can in fact hurt 
them.

When the international com-
munity adopted the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) in 
2000, their focus shifted more 
towards anti-poverty measures 
and improvements in social 
well-being.

Poverty subsequently fell in 
many African countries expe-
riencing economic growth. Yet 
despite generally robust growth, 
nearly half the continent’s peo-
ple still live on less than $1.25 
a day. Studies have shown that 
where there is less inequality, 
the benefits of growth reach 
wider sectors of the population. 
In more unequal nations, how-
ever, the rich garner the biggest 
share and the poor get little.

That realization underlay 
the 2015 negotiations over the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The global goals call not 
only for ending poverty, but 
also for reducing inequalities 
within and among nations. The 
UNDP terms this a “radical shift” 
intended to address the “last 
mile of exclusion” that prevents 
many people from improving 
their lives.

In analyzing income inequal-
ity in Africa, the UNDP report 
focuses on 29 sub-Saharan coun-
tries (which account for 80% of 
Africa’s population) for which 

Poverty subse-
quently fell in 
many African 

countries experi-
encing economic 
growth. Yet de-
spite generally 
robust growth, 
nearly half the 

continent’s people 
still live on less 

than $1.25 a day
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there is adequate data on house-
hold consumption. It shows 
that between 1991 and 2011, 17 
of those countries managed to 
reduce their degree of income 
inequality. But the remaining 
dozen registered an increase in 
income inequality over the same 
period.

That divergence reflects the 
historical, economic, social and 
political factors affecting income 
inequality in each country.

Countries with higher—and 
rising—income inequality are 
mainly in Southern and Cen-
tral Africa; they have capital-
intensive oil and mining sectors 
with limited employment or are 
former settler societies that still 
have large landholdings.

Countries with declining in-
come inequality, most of which 
are in West Africa, generally 

started out with lower levels of 
inequality and have predomi-
nantly smallholder agricultural 
sectors in which many people 
stand to benefit from improve-
ments in productivity.

Income inequalities in differ-
ent countries differ by degree, 
but the more important distinc-
tion is the factors that shape 
them. The root causes of inequal-
ity are rarely the same from 
country to country and may 
include restricted access to land, 
capital and markets; inequitable 
tax systems; excessive vulner-
ability to unfavourable global 
markets; rampant corruption; 
and the patrimonial allocation 
of public resources.

Although gender inequalities 
exist in all countries and are par-
ticularly severe in Africa, they 
are generally underestimated in 
most standard measures, which 
rely on household income or 
consumption data. Such esti-
mates tend to assume equal 
spending powers among all fam-
ily members.

While some countries have 
seen efforts to reduce economic 
disparities, others have been 
marked by opposition to such 
efforts by “incumbent elites,” 
according to researchers cited 
in the report.

The marginalization of cer-
tain geographical regions or the 
social and political exclusion of 
minority ethnic and religious 
groups can bring especially ex-
plosive consequences, the new 
UNDP report says, contribut-
ing to unrest and even armed 

conflict.
No single solution
Because of the complex, mul-

tidimensional factors influenc-
ing inequality, “There is no one 
‘silver bullet’ to address its chal-
lenge,” observes Abdoulaye Mar 
Dieye, UNDP’s assistant admin-
istrator and director of its Africa 
bureau. “Multiple responses are 
required.”

In this issue of Africa Renew-
al, we examine many existing 
responses to income inequalities, 
including inequalities in educa-
tion, those affecting a vulnerable 
group (albinos), those relating to 
business leadership, and those 
affecting Africa’s trade with 
other regions.

Whatever a country’s spe-
cific history and circumstances, 
a number of measures have 
proven especially fruitful in 
reducing inequalities across the 
region: increasing productivity 
among small-scale farmers, en-
suring women’s access to land, 
reversing urban favouritism 
in services and economic op-
portunities, promoting labour-
intensive industries, setting 
minimum wages, strengthening 
capacities to keep the wealthy 
from evading taxes, introducing 
strong social protection pro-
grammes and ending all forms 
of exclusion.

Ultimately, such efforts are 
intended to ensure that all Afri-
cans are able to live productive 
and fulfilling lives and to uphold 
the SDGs’ pledge to “leave no one 
behind.”   

Culled from Africa Renewal.

A Tanzanian woman walks to the market as a petrol lorry passes by. Photo: Alamy /Wietse Michiels Travel Stock

Obscene disparities: new UNDP study highlights chasm between rich and poor
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S
ince the first week of January 
2018 when Benue State came 
under severe  attacks by armed 
herders in fulfillment of the 
warning they had earlier issued 

to Governor Samuel Ortom, in attempt 
frustrate the implementation of the Anti-
open Grazing, prohibition and ranches 
establishment law 2017, the state is 
still counting both human and material 
losses.

For several years, these attackers have 
turned the country’s food basket into a 
killing theatre for inexplicable reasons re-
sulting in huge loss of lives and property.

2018 is not the first time this dastardly 
act has taken place; these regrettable 
attacks on hapless farmers have been 
intensified with alarming devastation 
since 2013.

BDSUNDAY investigation revealed 
that in 2014 alone 10, out of the 23 Local 
Government Areas (LGAs) of the state 
lost both lives and property worth over 
N95bilion.

Since then, more horrendous attacks 
have been visited on the state by these 
marauders, leading to monumental de-
structions of places of worship, schools, 
hospitals, markets as well as residential 
houses in addition to food stuff in the 
affected communities.

In a bid to curtail the crisis from esca-
lation, the state under the previous ad-
ministration of Gabriel Suswam explored 
several possibilities including dialogue, 
peace meetings, as well as peace football 
marches with the herders to broker peace 
between the two ethnic groups but little 
or no result was achieved.

Be that as it may, the state has con-
tinued to seek other ways of achieving 
peace with the herders even in the face 
of unprovoked attacks on crop farmers 
in some parts of the state such as Agatu, 
in the Southern Senatorial district of the 
state which came under gruesome attack 
by these AK47 wielding herders, with 
scores killed in cold blood in 2016.

While efforts are still being intensified 

to establish lasting peace between the 
two ethnic groups, it still remains unclear 
the reasons for the incessant heinous 
onslaught on Benue communities, and 
this is most worrisome.

Meanwhile, in continuation of the 
peace deal by relevant stake holders 
across the state, Governor Samuel Ortom 
on assumption of office hit the ground 
running by convening a meeting of 
stakeholders in the state, at the Benue 
Peoples House Makurdi to fine tune 
ways through which the suggestion and 
opinions collected from stakeholders- 
including representatives from the herd-
ers- can be used to prohibit open rearing 
and grazing of livestock and provide for 
the establishment of ranches.

The prohibition law which later came 
into being was subjected to thorough leg-
islative process including public hearing 

enacted in accordance with the constitu-
tion of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
which empowers states to make laws for 
the welfare of their people.

On Tuesday, May 30, 2017, the Miyetti 
Allah Kautal Hore held a press confer-
ence in Abuja during which its President, 
Abdullahi Bello Bodejo and National 
Secretary General, Alhassan Sallah stated 
publicly and in very clear terms that the 
Fulani herdsmen and farmers’ crisis in 
Benue State was “A struggle for the Natu-
ral Resources of the Benue valley.”

Claiming that their ancestors inhab-
ited the valley long before the present 
occupants, the two leaders threatened 
and vowed to mobilise herders across 
the globe to invade the state and resist 
the law.

On January 1, 2018, the Miyetti Al-
lah’s leaders made good their threats and 
started the invasion simultaneously in 
several parts of Guma and Logo Local 
Government Areas.

First attack was the camp of livestock 
guards charged with the responsibil-
ity of ensuring compliance to the law at 
Tomatar, Shagev council ward of Guma, 
in the dead of the night, carrying out a 
slaughter spree.

From the beginning of the year till 
date the state has lost more than 100 
people to these murderers, with several 
others missing and many who sustained 
various degrees of injuries still receiving 
treatment. The figure does not include the 
security operatives who have also fallen 
at the hands of these enemies of peace.

The state had only few days ago buried 
73 victims killed by herdsmen when the 
quick intervention of the police averted 
what could have sparked fresh Mayhem 
in the state, after which took over the 
streets of Makurdi, the state capital. The 
deployment of soldiers was ordered by 
the Federal Government with a curfew 
placed on commercial motorcycles.

The police had broken up a protest by 
youths of Hausa Fulani extraction who 
were showing their anger over alleged 
attacks on them by Tiv youths on Thurs-

day during the burial of the 73 victims. 
The Tiv youths were said to have gone 
round Wadata, Wurukum, Northbank 
and Angwan-Jukum areas of Makurdi, 
which has heavy Hausa/Fulani popula-
tion on that day to force the directive of 
the state government that all business 
premises and markets be closed in honour 
of the 73 victims.

The protesters barricaded the busy 
Ankpa Quarters junction and began 
vandalising moving vehicles, setting 15 
vehicles ablaze in the process with sev-
eral passengers and motorist molested. 
There were sounds of gunshots.

Governor Ortom, through his chief 
press secretary, Terver Akase, con-
demned the protest and asked security 
agents to go after the trouble markers, 
stating that, “Benue has had enough blood 
and needs peace.”

The governor later at a prayer and fast-
ing programme for residents of Makurdi 
and Guma, organised by the Tor Tiv, 
Professor James Ayatse, warned against 
reprisal attacks by the people of the state, 
saying such would aggravate the security 
situation in the state. Vengeance, he said 
is of God, adding that two wrongs do not 
make a right.

Meanwhile, Senator Jonah Jang, a for-
mer governor of Plateau State and senator 
representing Plateau North Senatorial 
Zone has asked Governor Lalong to ten-
der unreserved apology to his Benue state 
counterpart over his uncomplimentary 
comment on Benue state killing. Gover-
nor Lalong was quoted as saying he had 
earlier warned Governor Ortom against 
banning open grazing in Benue State.

In a statement signed by Comrade 
Clinton Garba, media consultant to Jang 
in Jos, Jang said blaming Ortom for the 
killing of innocent souls is a show of 
wickedness to a fellow governor. Lalong 
has since apologised to Ortom for his 
utterances.

One cannot imagine that after the 
massacre, Miyetti Allah cattle breeders 
association, the umbrella group of Fulani 
herdsmen in Nigeria is accepting blame 
for the recent killings which has sparked 
outrage within and outside the country.

The herders claim they served suf-
ficient notice of the looming crisis on 
President Muhamadu Buhari, before and 
after his inauguration in May 2015, with 
no one heeding the advice. 

A member of the board of trustees of 
Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders Associa-
tion, Sale Bayani, believes it is therefore 
wrong of anyone to accuse the group of 
engineering the mayhem.

Just as the Benue State government 
has sought for a lasting solution for the 
herders/farmers clash, the Federal Gov-
ernment also resolved on establishing 
cattle colonies as the final solution for 
the crisis.

This decision has also sparked a fresh 
round of controversy in the country with 
Benue State government maintaining its 
stand on Anti-Open Grazing Prohibition 
and Ranches Establishment Law, saying, 
“Anti-open grazing law is the law of the 
people and it has come to stay, there is no 
going back.”

According to Audu Ogbeh, agriculture 
minister, interested states are to provide 
5000 hectares of land each for the cattle 
colonies to be financed by the federal 
authorities, and cattle owners to pay for 
the use of these colonies.

Benue, after the herdsmen massacre

Ortom

Focus
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Interview

We have always lamented 
the situation of the country. 
Now, beyond the lamentation; 
how and when do you think Ni-
geria can get out of the myriads 
of problems besetting it?

W
hen it is dark-
est, the dawn 
is near. This is 
the time. Op-
portunity is 

time sensitive. It is better to seek 
solution today, for tomorrow is 
procrastination which is danger-
ous. Even the scripture says, now 
is the acceptable time. The other 
time some people asked me who 
is the messiah that would save 
Nigeria? My response was that 
no man can be a messiah, that’s 
what the Bible tells us. 

There’s only one Messiah. 
During the Goodluck Jonathan 
administration and Namadi 
Sambo as his vice, a very good 
combination, yet, they were not 
messiah to the country; they 
tried their best quite alright. 
God has always given me words 
about every regime in the coun-
try. I only speak when he allows 
me to do so. During the time of Ti-
nubu as governor of Lagos, I said 
no matter the opposition against 
him, ten thousand detractors 
cannot stop his re-election. 

When you see a good leader, 
the Lord will speak to you. Tinu-
bu selected good hands to work 
with him and we can see where 
many of those who worked with 
him are today. Look at the cur-
rent minister of Power, Works 
and Housing, Babatunde Raji 
Fashola, who after working with 
Tinubu went ahead to serve two 
terms as governor of the state too. 
Look at Yemi Osinbajo, the cur-
rent vice president; he was also 
in Tinubu’s team. And you can 
see that the good foundation laid 
by Tinubu in Lagos is being sus-
tained. That is how governance 
should be. Look at the innova-
tions they are bringing into the 
state. When the right people are 
in authority, the people rejoice.

 A good leader does not care 
about your religion, your tribe 
or any of such. Your good leader-
ship must reflect on the faces of 
your people. If majority of your 
people are not happy, then for-
get it, you have missed it. I don’t 
mean you must dance to their 
tune in everything; but those 
things that are legitimate and 
those things that make for good 
living must be made available. 
The way it is now in the country, 

the constitution, removing por-
tions that are no longer in tune 
with the reality of the day and 
retaining aspects that will help 
the country?

 No way; I said, No way! To 
move Nigeria forward the docu-
ment must be discarded in its 
entirety. We must throw every-
thing away. Let us go back to 
what was in place that helped 
our education and other areas 
of our life before the arrival of 
the colonial masters. We were a 
people before the colonial mas-
ters arrived. Let us fashion out a 
constitution that fits our moral 
concept as a country. Even the 
economy we are lamenting, my 
advice is that we should copy the 
example of Denmark, Finland 
and Switzerland. Some nations 
have done it and are reaping the 
fruit; we can also try to copy 
what they did. What we are say-
ing is that those who are superior 
to you, go to them and ask how 
they got to where they are.

 There seems to be a feeling of 
discontent in the polity. People 
seem to be very angry these 
days as a result of challenges of 
life which they blame on bad 
governance. Where do you see 
all these leading us?

 That feeling of anger is 
enough to lead to war. If you 
look at the case of Benue killing, 
it is enough to lead to war; if you 
look at the lopsided appoint-
ments and what people are 
saying that it appears that some 
parts of the country is totally 
marginalised; if you take into 
cognizance the level of poverty 
in the land; deprivation, youth 
unemployment and insecurity, 
you will know that these can 
lead to war. If you look at what 
led to the civil war or some 
other skirmishes we have had, 
it wasn’t as fierce as what we 
have now. Again, if you look 
at the things that were respon-
sible for military take-over of 
government in Nigeria in those 
days, they were not even as se-
rious as what is happening now; 
Maybe, the military has been 
well checkmated, added to the 
fact that the military rule is no 
longer tolerated anywhere by 
the international community 
otherwise what is happening 
here is enough to cause war. 
Nigeria is pushing towards war 
in different directions.

 How did Nigeria get it all 
wrong that it moves from one 
crisis to the other?

‘Bad leadership is promoting religious 
and ethnic sentiments in Nigeria’

 I have always said it that 
since Nigeria got Independence 
in 1960, we have never voted in 
anybody in the real sense of the 
word; it has always been our 
leaders agreeing and presenting 
somebody and then we all go in 
that direction; the electoral body 
will then stamp it. We may have 
voted in governors, senators 
or other categories of leaders, 
but for presidents, the voting 
has never been in line with the 
wishes of the Nigerian people. 
The youths are clamouring for 
power shift or generational shift 
of power, but I say unless when 
it is the will of God, such things 
may not happen. God knows 
the role of the older generation 
in a country. The youth may 
get power today and say, older 
generation go and sit down, and 
you see that things may not work 
well. God has made the aged to 
have wisdom and the youth to 
have strength. There must be a 
blend of these for a country to 
run successfully. The youths are 
go-getters, but wisdom is also 
needed.

 Many clerics are making 
some claims of having divine 
call to go into politics or to con-
test one position or the other. 
Pastor Tunde Bakare is a good 
example of those in this catego-
ry. What is really happening?

 I am always careful to com-
ment on issues about fellow pas-
tors or men of God. Be that as it 
may,  visions are ok,  but it is what 
we make out them that matters. 
When Obasanjo was the Presi-
dent, Bakare called him names 
and made some utterances.  But 
the Spirit of God told me that 
even if God gives you words, 
you must be wise and careful 
in its presentation. There must 
be wisdom. If God gives you an 
assignment, the way you deliver 
it matters a lot. The issue is not 
about whether Bakare or Okotie 
can be president of Nigeria. It is 
about what the plan of God for 
Nigeria is. Every individual has a 
different approach to issues and 
reactions of people to a divine 
directive differ. Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo is a Christian, full 
of wisdom but may not adopt the 
Bakare style. The VP has his own 
unique ways of doing things. 
Bakare’s background, training 
and those he passed through, the 
likes of Pastors Kumuyi, Adeboye 
and Oyedepo really informed his 
courageous disposition in mat-
ters he is very convinced about.

Umunna

Against the backdrop of the growing anger in Nigeria over the poor state of affairs, Bishop Leonard Umunna, 
founder of Bible Life Church, in this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, on the state of the nation, said 
the actions and inactions of government appear to be pushing the country towards war. He said that all 
hands must be on deck to return Nigeria to its deserved position in the comity of nations. Excerpts:  

it appears that majority of Nige-
rians are not happy and they are 
saying that government must 
listen to them and be more pro-
active. I don’t know whether it is 
when all Nigerians are dead that 
they will realise that govern-
ment is in a shambles. The time 
to put things in order is now that 
the people are still breathing.

 How did we come to this 
sorry state?

I have always said it that the 
Nigeria, like a plane took off after 
Independence with high hopes 
but it crash-landed almost im-
mediately, since then it has not 
been able to take off again. All 
efforts to make it get off ground 
again have failed. Since then it 
has been all flutter and no flight. 
Institutions that should produce 
good leaders are either not there 
or are bastardised. The colonial 
masters also handed us a docu-
ment that are faulty, which we 
erroneously call constitution, 
and that is the major source of 
the problem. Those who drafted 
the constitution in its original 
form may have something in 
mind, but the implementation 
has continued to be wrong. That 
constitution is no longer suit-
able for Nigeria of today. Unless 
that document is discarded and 
replaced with an entirely totally 
brand new document that is tru-
ly indigenous, we will continue 
to mark time. They should go 
for a new Nigeria. Nigeria is an 
amalgamation of many nations 
with diverse interests. It is not 

just about north and south. It is 
not a question of let the minority 
have their say and the majority 
have their way. No. Even, among 
the minorities there could be 
those endowed with leadership 
qualities better than the ma-
jorities. Nigerians don’t care who 
rule them, what they are after is 
good governance. When MKO 
Abiola, a Moslem, was going for 
the presidency in 1993 with Baba 
Gana Kingibe as his running 
mate, who also was a Moslem, 
did Nigerians bother about that?  
So, do the right thing; it is bad 
leadership that is promoting 
religious, ethnic sentiments and 
what have you.

 Is it not possible to review 

Those who drafted 
the constitution in 

its original form may 
have something 
in mind, but the 
implementation 

has continued to be 
wrong
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‘Government has not done enough 
to harness Nigeria’s potential’

The beginning of a new year 
and making resolutions often go 
hand-in-hand. Would you pre-
fer people set New Year goals 
rather than make resolutions?

S
etting goals or making 
New Year resolutions 
are both important for 
people at the start of a 
new year like this. It is 

good for people to set goals they 
want to achieve within a year. 
However, those goals must be 
measurable and should either 
be quarterly or monthly goals, 
so that at the end of each month 
or quarter you can analyze the 
goals and make adjustment 
where necessary. That is also 
why it is equally good to make 
resolutions because it is out of 
the goals that you set that you 
decide the things you do not 
want to do anymore. Oftentimes, 
you make a resolution of not 
wanting to repeat a bad habit 
within a certain period, which 
can be viewed as the goal you 
chose to achieve within that 
period.

 The Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN) declared January 
8 a national day of prayers and 
mourning for the nation and 
those affected in both southern 
Kaduna and Benue killings. This 
same declaration was made by 
CAN on January 7, 2017. In the 
face of incessant attacks in the 
country, do you think CAN is 
doing enough?

I think CAN should do more 
by engaging the government 
other than just declaring for 
prayers. CAN should speak with 
one voice on behalf of all Chris-
tians and state clearly the posi-
tion of the church in Nigeria on 
the various attacks and killings 
by herdsmen. So many people 
have been killed, most especially 
in southern Kaduna. In spite of 
the 24-hour curfew, some people 
are still killing others with im-
punity.

Christians in most parts of 
southern Kaduna and the Middle 
Belt area have borne the brunt of 
these incessant killings, which 
is why CAN called for national 
prayers on Sunday, January 8 on 
behalf of the people who have 
lost their loved ones. The mourn-
ing itself is not the way possibly 

the public would have looked at 
it in terms of that definition of 
mourning. To me the mourning 
is a kind act to enable the public 
to remember those that sacri-
ficed their lives because most 
of them died because they were 
Christians.

 Many have criticized Presi-
dent Buhari for going to Kaduna 
State to commission some proj-
ects without visiting southern 
Kaduna for solidarity/support. 
Do you share a similar view?

Yes, I did, because the people 
need a lot of understanding and 
empathy from the president. 
The president is like a father to 
every part of the nation, and 
when things happen like this, 
people expect the president to 
be concerned about their feel-
ings and be empathetic to their 
conditions. However, I think Mr. 
President relies more on hearsay 
and second-hand information 
from his aides with what is hap-
pening in the country today. 
Therefore, the president should 
get more involved in governance 
and stop feeding on information 
given to him by his aides. Buhari 
should get on ground with hap-

penings across the country so as 
to know how best to react and 
handle some of the things hap-
pening in Nigeria, especially the 
herdsmen attacks.

 Looking at the rate and mode 
of illegal migrations across the 
globe, especially emanating 
from West Africa, who is to 
blame? Is it migrants or govern-
ment?

I think the government is to 
blame because the government 
has failed in its primary respon-
sibilities to meet the needs of 
its people by providing basic 
amenities. If the government 
attends to the things that are 
making people want to leave 
Nigeria by all means, the rate 
of illegal migration will reduce 
drastically. Nigerians have no 
need travelling out of the coun-
try if government had played its 
role in harnessing the resources 
available in the country, both 
human and material, in bring-
ing about holistic development 
to every part of Nigeria.

 One thing we cannot rule 
out is that economic hardship 
and lack of conducive environ-
ment for small businesses to 

thrive are fuelling these migra-
tions. Nigeria exited its worst 
recession in decades in 2017, 
according to NBS data, but the 
economic realities are still bit-
ing hard on the streets. What 
is your take on this?

It shows the Nigerian econo-
my is not built on concrete fun-
damentals of economics. During 
the Goodluck Jonathan era, 
Nigerian economy witnessed 
a lot of boom but that boom 
appears to be only on paper as 
it was only the oil sector that 
recorded actual growth. The 
other thing that worked for the 
government was the successes 
recorded in the agriculture sec-
tor under Adeshina, and the 
free money from corruption. 
Under the Jonathan era, people 
were dipping their hands in the 
treasury freely and were also 
able to spend such money. How-
ever, with this administration, 
all that has stopped. People can 
no longer dip their hand in the 
treasury like they used to do in 
the past. I am not saying people 
are not stealing now, but they do 
not have the freedom of dipping 
their hands into the treasury the 
way they would want. People 
find it difficult to loot from the 
country now because most of 

the loopholes have been blocked 
and those who steal now are 
not able to spend their loot like 
before because they are afraid 
the EFCC will come after them.

However, to make the econo-
my work properly, the govern-
ment needs to open the system 
for investors to come in and 
invest. For instance, Nigeria has 
no need importing most of the 
things we are importing today 
because Nigeria is blessed with 
lots of resources. But the govern-
ment needs to take proactive 
approach to governance by mak-
ing policies that allow investors 
to come in and build factories 
here in Nigeria, like they did in 
Singapore. Singapore does not 
have any resources but they 
were able to bring investors from 
across the world to invest into 
their country.

 All Nigeria needs to do is to 
guarantee the investors that 
they will be able to repatri-
ate their money back to their 
countries whenever. The other 
thing is that government does 
not have to hold on to some 
of the things they are holding 
on to. For instance, why is the 
government still holding unto 
the unity schools or why did 
they collect the mission schools 
from the missionaries in the 
first place? 

Take the unity schools for 
example: the government has no 
business still holding on to the 
schools. What they could have 
done, if they feel the schools 
should not be charging more 
than a certain amount, would 
have been to make an initial 
investment into the schools 
and then hand them over to 
private investors for proper 
management, but they can cap 
the fees to be charged by the 
investors in a way that will be 
beneficial economically to them. 
The government can make a 
40-percent initial investment 
into the schools and then cap the 
fees so that the investors find it 
easy to recoup their investment. 
That way they will be able to 
maintain the fees charged at a 
reasonable amount to accommo-
date all the categories of people 
applying into the schools and 
still maintain standard. 

Pastor Ituah Ighodalo is the Senior Pastor of Trinity House and Lead Partner, SIAO Accounting. In this interview with SEYI 
JOHN SALAU, the chartered accountant-turned-minister calls on the government to let go of some of the institutions 
currently under its control, even as he urges President Muhammadu Buhari to get involved with governance and get 
first-hand information on the field rather than relying on second-hand information from aides. Excerpts:   

Ighodalo

But the government 
needs to take proactive 
approach to governance 
by making policies that 
allow investors to come 
in and build factories 
here in Nigeria, like 

they did in Singapore. 
Singapore does not 

have any resources but 
they were able to bring 
investors from across the 
world to invest into their 

country
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A season of scandals

President Buhari

Perspective

BRIGHT EMENENA 

L
est we forget, like many 
past governments, this 
administration rode to 
power on the back of the 
promise to fight corrup-

tion. It is safe to say, though, that 
more than any previous adminis-
tration, the present administration 
comes top on the perception that a 
government can actually fight cor-
ruption. For many Nigerians, the 
one reason why this government 
was voted into power was the 
belief that corruption which was 
perceived as the problem of Nigeria 
shall be brought to a stop. President 
Buhari, then General Buhari, was 
the symbol of this perception. For 
many who voted for him, he was 
an embodiment of integrity, a 
man capable of doing no evil, an 
incorruptible disciplinarian and 
in their view, was what Nigeria 
needed at the time. He was even 
applauded by many when he 
claimed he could not afford the 
presidential nomination form of 
his party despite having served 
as a military head of state, a key 
player in another military govern-
ment adjudged as most corrupt by 
both local and international bod-
ies, a former military governor, a 
petroleum minister and chairman 
of the Petroleum Trust Fund (PTF), 
an agency that was also alleged of 
corruption. This was perceived by 
his supporters as evidence of his 
incorruptibility.

Citizens did not care much 
about the economy or economic 
credentials of the then candi-
date Buhari. People did not even 
analyse how feasible it was for 
the naira to be equal to a dollar 
and how it can be achieved and 
sustained. They just assumed that 
fighting corruption was enough 
to get the economy going. In one 
of the campaign speeches, in his 
perception, blocking the leakages 
was equal to growing the economy. 
The people’s expectations were 
very high. For once, Nigeria may be 
rid of corruption. For the sceptics, 
only time will tell.

On 12th November, 2015, about 
six months after the swearing-in 
of this administration, the news 
of the first corruption scandal was 
broken. It was the president’s own 
party man, Senator Dino Melaye, 
who raised the alarm that the TSA 
policy which the new government 
had insisted on implementing 
may have been fraught with cor-
ruption. He alleged that while the 
appointment of a collecting agent 
(REMITA) was unconstitutional, 
it was also milking our collective 
purse. As ministries, departments 
and agencies were ordered to shut 
down their accounts with the 
banks and remit their revenues 
to the federation account, the col-
lecting agency REMITA allegedly 
already made N25 billion for doing 
nothing within six months. There 
was some uproar but the admin-
istration quickly came out to de-

bunk the news, calling those who 
unravelled it scandal-mongering 
individuals. In their defence, they 
were quick to agree that the idea 
of implementing a single treasury 
account was of the previous 
administration, implying that 
whatever may be wrong with it 
was part of the failings of their 
predecessor. This was despite cel-
ebrating the applause that their 
implementing the TSA initially 
generated. The Senate on its part 
ordered its specific committee to 
begin a probe. The names behind 
the REMITA agency remained a 
matter of speculation. The Senate 
probe panel findings and report 
were never brought to light. 
Today REMITA has come to stay 
and whatever commission it 
earns is still ongoing.

On December 22, 2015, the 
president went to the floor of 
the National Assembly to pres-
ent a budget to a joint session of 
the National Assembly and was 
applauded by many, including 
Senate President Bukola Saraki, 
for being the first president in 
recent times to have come before 
the National Assembly to present 
a budget himself. His immediate 
predecessor had the minister of 
finance and coordinating min-
ister of the economy presenting 
the budget. Also it was the ad-
ministration’s first budget since 
coming to power and for the first 

time in Nigeria’s history, a N6 tril-
lion budget was being presented. 
There was a lot of enthusiasm on 
the part of citizens.

But this enthusiasm was soon 
dampened with the news that 
the budget presented by the 
president to the National Assem-
bly was different from what the 
MDA’s prepared and presented to 
the budget office. The budget has 
been padded, “padding” meaning 
additions to make fatter. The pres-

ident was immediately absolved 
of any blame by his supporters as 
expected. But for many, it wasn’t 
just that such could still happen 
in an administration that prides 
itself as intolerant of corruption, 
it was about the response to the 
discovery of such graft. As it is 
for most issues, the president 
would not even comment on 
the issue for a while. When he 
eventually commented, it was 
indeed a tough talk: “Those who 

are involved in the budget pad-
ding shall not go unpunished.” 
Nigerians waited earnestly for 
the punishment that shall fol-
low. Even the president’s support 
base was hopeful and boasted 
of how the “padders” shall be 
brought to book and appropri-
ately punished. That should help 
to clean up the embarrassment 
this caused the administration. 
Now, let’s be clear. The president 
may not have been culpable of 
padding the budget, but being 
an “anticorruption czar” and at 
the time when he was going hard 
on members of opposition party 
on perceived corrupt practices, 
the expectation from many was 
that the president would go 
hard on the culprits in the 
same vein. This never hap-
pened. After many months 
of dillydallying, all that was 
heard was that 180 personnel 
in the budget office had been 
redeployed.

Redeployed? Was that the 
punishment promised?

Well, redeployment was the 
punishment served on the perpe-
trators of the crime of budget alter-
ation for personal gain. Thereafter 
was the budget padding scandal 
that rocked the National Assembly. 
Understandably, the executive had 
no direct power over the legisla-
ture and the polity was laced with 
the argument of whether or not 

 In their defence, they were 
quick to agree that the idea of 

implementing a single trea-
sury account was of the previ-
ous administration, implying 
that whatever may be wrong 
with it was part of the failings 

of their predecessor.
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Babachir Lawal

Perspective

the legislative arm of government 
had power to alter the budget they 
were presented with. The National 
Assembly did have their day in the 
court of public opinion and with 
the executive arm bent on proving 
that the NASS as an institution was 
corrupt, this was well explored.

A few months after the incep-
tion of the present administration, 
precisely in October 2015, the NCC 
slammed the telecommunications 
giant MTN a $5.1bn fine for failing 
to abide by the rules. At a time 
when the nation was struggling 
with rock-bottom crude prices 
coupled with insurgency in the 
Niger Delta cutting down produc-
tion, this was expected to provide 
some relief. After months of 
negotiations, the fine was largely 
reduced and terms of payment 
agreed. Shortly after, the news 
was that the president’s close se-
nior aide, who is also a close rela-
tive of his, had been bribed with 
N500 million to help reduce the 
fine to the new amount. Eventu-
ally, this scandal caused those at 
the helm of the negotiations on 
the part of the MTN their job. But 
for the FG, nothing was said and 
nothing happened. Abba Kyari, 
the president’s chief of staff im-
plicated in this scandal, not only 
retained his job but continued 
to be a key player in the opera-
tions of government. In a bid to 
save face, a probe will usually be 
ordered, the report of which we 
will never hear of and they will 
never act on. Just as the dust was 
settling on the MTN’S scandal 
came another.

In October 2016, the House 
committee on the North East 
uncovered a contract of N270m 
for grass cutting in an IDPs’ camp 
in the NE awarded by the admin-
istration’s then SGF, Babachir 
Lawal, to a company he allegedly 
owned.

At a time when the admin-
istration was putting people in 
handcuffs and showing them to 
the world via all media platforms 
as thieves of funds meant for 
fighting Boko Haram, when the 
last administration’s NSA is per-
manently locked in jail, despite 
several court judgments ordering 

president finally did act. A separate 
meeting with both the minister 
and the GMD was held after which 
he ordered both aides to go sort out 
their differences and ensure they 
work together. By the next day, 
the photo ops of both men hugging 
each other flooded the front pages 
of most national dailies show-
ing that reconciliation had taken 
place. That was the much done 
for a government that is fighting 
corruption.

And finally came the mother 
of all scandals: Mainagate. Ibrahim 
Maina is the pension boss who was 
sacked on allegations of corruption 
by the last administration and was 
on the run from prosecution. In 
October 2017, it was all over the 
news that he had not only been 
reinstated, but was also promoted 
after redeployment to another 
ministry, the Ministry of Interior. 
Even the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Media said on na-
tional TV how much of an embar-
rassment this was for the country. 
For many, even strong supporters 
of the president, this was the 
straw that broke the camel’s back. 
The uproar was loud enough for 
all to hear. And the question on 
everyone’s lips was: how did this 
happen?

Those who will always defend 
the administration and absolve the 
president of any blame, irrespec-
tive of the event and the facts, 
struggled this time to do so. There 
were denials on all sides, the in-
volved ministries’ heads all point-
ing at each other. Shortly, there was 
a leaked memo that showed that 
even the head of service warned of 
the dangers of reinstating Maina, a 
fugitive. For reasons not yet clear, 
the desperation to readmit Maina 
into the Federal Civil Service didn’t 
allow them to heed. They went 

ahead and he was redeployed 
and promoted. The specific Senate 
committee invited all alleged to 
be involved to the Senate for ques-
tioning. The revelations where 
grievous and shameful for any 
government, how much more one 
that prides itself to be intolerant 
of corruption. The president was 
accused of being aware, even by 
the alleged. In another face-saving 
mechanism, the president did ask 
for the firing and immediate arrest 
of Maina. Sacking was done, but 
arrest was never made. Until this 
very moment, Maina is still at large 
and has been bold enough to speak 
several times from his hiding and 
was even represented by a lawyer 
in one of the public hearings by the 
Senate committee. He has sever-
ally claimed that the president 
ordered his reinstatement.

No doubt, the reinstatement of 
Maina has hovered between the 
Ministry of Justice, the Ministry 
of Interior and the Presidency. At 
the Senate hearing, the minister 
of justice did reveal that Maina 
requested for a meeting with him 
while he was in Dubai and he in 
turn sought clearance from the 
DG of the DSS to meet with him. 
Isn’t it ironical that the chief law 
officer is asking for clearance from 
the DG DSS to meet with an alleged 
culprit? There was clear evidence 
that so many things were wrong. 
The presidency has since denied 
complicity and as is with most 
other scandals, was quick to blame 
it on the last administration. Obvi-
ously, Nigerians must be tired of 
hearing that.

And only recently, in a move 
that looked to further buttress the 
federal government’s complicity, 
the AGF had sought and secured 
court injunction prohibiting the 
Senate from continuing the probe. 
The Senate asked, “What do they 
have to hide?” We hope time will 
tell.

For staunch supporters of the 
president, who see him as inca-
pable of doing wrong and incor-
ruptible, he will still be absolved 
of this scandal with the usual 
phrase of “the president is not 
aware”. But that will at least not 
absolve him of incompetence. If 
he is not an accomplice as they 
want us to believe, then he is 
grossly incompetent. However, 
the president has some room for 
his own redemption. Someone 
must take responsibility for this 
action or at least agree to be the 
fall guy whose head should roll. 
Would that happen? Only time 
will tell. Meanwhile, may we not 
forget that while all these are 
ongoing, the alleged pension thief 
in question is still at large. There 
are speculations again that the 
failure to arrest him by security 
operatives is very deliberate. A 
few weeks ago, the president was 
quoted to have said, “Only God can 
judge looters.” Has the president 
resigned to fate? It is not three 
years yet in a four-year term of 
the administration and all these 
are corruption scandals in the 
executive arm of a government 
that is fighting corruption.

Emenena, a medical practitio-
ner, wrote from Warri, Delta State.

Even the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Media said on na-

tional TV how much of an embar-
rassment this was for the country. 

For many, even strong support-
ers of the president, this was the 

straw that broke the camel’s back. 
The uproar was loud enough for 
all to hear. And the question on 
everyone’s lips was: how did this 

happen?

otherwise, the former SGF in the 
present administration suppos-
edly fighting corruption just had 
his company cut grass in the IDPs’ 
camp for N270 million. Camp 
for internally displaced persons 
resulting from same Boko Haram 
crisis! After so much foot-drag-
ging, another probe panel was 
set up while the alleged remained 
in his position boasting of how it 
was impossible to remove him. In 
one of his outbursts, he referred 
to the news as “balderdash” and 
in another, he openly questioned 
the ability of the presidency to 
deal with him when he threw the 
question “Who is presidency?” to 
reporters. Eventually, despite the 
probe panel’s indictment of him, 
it took the president almost one 
year and a public uproar in form 
of protest rallies before Babachir 
Lawal was removed. Till this very 
moment, no charges have been 
brought against him.

As I once told a friend, the 
scandals in this dispensation are 
so many and frequent that it is 
becoming difficult to keep pace 
with them. While that was on-
going, another bombshell came, 
this time from the president’s 
immediate family. The wife of 
the president and his daughter 
both openly stated that despite 
huge budgetary allocation to the 
State House clinic, the hospital 
could not boast of even syringes. 
The president had just returned 
from his over 100 days’ overseas 
trip and there were speculations 
that the president’s wife had also 
gone abroad for a brief medi-
cal check-up. To put in proper 
perspective what this allegation 
meant, let us be reminded of the 
budgetary provision for the State 
House clinic for the 2016 and 
2017 budgets.

In the 2016 budget, it is public 
knowledge that the State House 
clinic had N3.87bn in allocation, 
an amount more than the budget-
ary allocation to all the Federal 
Teaching Hospitals in the coun-
try. Despite this huge sum, the 
first lady claimed she had to go 
to a private hospital for an x-ray. 
The question, therefore, is: what 
then happened to the budget? 

The permanent secretary’s de-
fence is that zero amounts were 
allocated for capital projects.

So, were N3.87bn and N3.2bn 
used for recurrent expenditure 
for two years? This is a unit of 
government that is in the presi-
dent’s bedroom and yet there 
is so much they are unable to 
account for. For a government 
that is fighting corruption, this 
is definitely not what even his 
supporters expected. Like all the 
other scandals, it is the NASS 
once again that has tried to initi-
ate a probe and as usual nothing 
really will come out of it.

The scandals went from drip, 
drip, and drip to an avalanche. 
The administration’s minister of 
state for petroleum wrote to the 
president, who is also the min-
ister of petroleum, complaining 
of how contracts totalling $26bn 
had been inappropriately award-
ed in the NNPC, a parastatal 
under his ministry, by the GMD 
without due process. The letter 
either by accident or deliberately 
was leaked to the public and there 
was another uproar. The letter 
highlighted a lot of red flags in 
addition to the accusations of 
financial impropriety. But wait a 
minute, why will the president’s 
own minister in his cabinet and his 
deputy in the petroleum ministry 
need a letter to communicate hap-
penings in his ministry as grievous 
as these allegations to him? All the 
questions were quietly answered 
by individual citizens in their own 
quiet time, but everyone keenly 
awaited the president’s response.

As Nigerians were still trying 
to make out what has become of 
this administration as regards the 
promise to fight corruption, this 
bombshell dropped. And after 
the usual period of silence, the 
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The road stretching from 
Old Tollgate all the way to 

Oworonshoki leading to 
the third Mainland Bridge 
has been redesigned and 
the bus stops clearly set 

back and widened to help 
ease traffic flow and check 
the perennial intractable 

tailbacks on that axis.

SOLA GBADEBO

How taxation can bridge 
infrastructure deficit in Lagos

O
ver the past two years, the 
bulk of the Lagos State gov-
ernment revenue has been 
spent on capital expenditure, 
specifically physical and so-

cial infrastructural development. In 2017, 
54percent of the state’s income was voted 
to infrastructure; in 2016, it was 58per-
cent and for 2018, a massive 67percent 
capital expenditure is proposed.

Such substantial deployment of rev-
enue to infrastructure is indeed justified 
if real progress must be achieved. And 
this is particularly so for Lagos State, 
which has an estimated population of 24 
million people, projected by the African 
Development Bank to double by 2025. 
The latest United Nations’ report on 
population, World Population Prospects: 
The 2017 Revision, projected that Nigeria 
will unseat the United States as the third 
largest population in the world by 2050. 
The impact of such population growth 
will be very profound on Lagos State, be-
ing the commercial hub of the country 
and the most attractive destination for 
Nigerians and immigrants. A population 
figure of 24 million or 48 million in 2025 
creates a huge infrastructure challenge, 
no doubt. The state government’s spend-
ing on housing, education, healthcare, 
roads, utility and others must be large 
and progressively increase yearly in line 
with the population growth rate other-
wise a huge infrastructural deficit and its 
attendant challenges will wipe out any 
progress made.

Lagos today is a huge construction 
site, with infrastructural renewal and 
redevelopment taking place in virtually 
every corner of the state in priority sec-
tors. The interchange at Julius Berger, 
the point of entry into Lagos via road, 
has been transformed and is emblematic 
of the very visible progress that Lagos 
State has achieved over the past two 
years, in infrastructure terms. The road 
stretching from Old Tollgate all the way to 
Oworonshoki leading to the third Main-
land Bridge has been redesigned and the 
bus stops clearly set back and widened 
to help ease traffic flow and check the 
perennial intractable tailbacks on that 
axis. A regular visitor to Lagos State who 
has been away for three, four years will 
be pleasantly surprised to see the physical 
transformation all around.

Many of the roads within the state 
have undergone or are undergoing re-
habilitation, upgrades or maintenance 
such as the Oshodi-International airport 
Road, the Agric-Ikorodu to Lagos-Ibadan 
Expressway link road, Ajah Jubilee 
Bridge, the 8-lane Mile 2-Badagry Road, 
the Ikorodu Road, the Okota-Ago Palace 
Way Road, the Agege Abattoir Road, 
Lekki-Epe Expressway expansion, the 
Ogba-College Road, Freedom Road and  
Admiralty Way, Lekki, the Iju-Ishaga 
Road, the Abule-Egba and the Pen Cinema 
flyovers, and construction of modern 
interchanges like the ones at Berger and 
Oshodi, pedestrian bridges and lay-bys. 
The government is investing in a modern 
and efficient transportation system: rail 
(Okokomaiko-Marina; Iddo terminal-
Alagbado); Automated Guideway Transit 
(Ikoyi-VI-Ajah line); Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) plying routes across the state; chan-
nelization of the waterways (construction 

of jetties and provision of ferry services).
Other renewals and rehabilitations of 

facilities are equally ongoing in education, 
healthcare services, where schools and 
medical facilities are being upgraded and 
reequipped to modern standards, and in 
the utility, housing, and environmental 
sectors. The Cleaner Lagos Initiative, for 
instance, has seen reforms in the Lagos 
State Waste Management Authority 
(LAWMA) to make it more efficient, pro-
visioning of scientifically treated land fill 
sites, functional compactors, and transfer 
loading stations, among others.

Despite this frenzy of construction/
renewal activities, the infrastructure is 
still some way in meeting the demand 
from the ever-growing population. “Even 
with the kind of resources we have in 
Lagos, it is very clear that there is a huge 
infrastructural deficit in the state,” says 
the Lagos State Governor, Akinwunmi 
Ambode. Indeed, the state has spent 
about N1 trillion on infrastructures over 
the past two years. This is but a drop in 
the ocean. According to experts, the state 
needs to spend over $120 billion (about 
N44 trillion) yearly on infrastructure to 
meet the infrastructure requirement of 
its population in the next decade. The 
government projects that it would need to 
spend an average of N18 trillion yearly for 

the next 18 years to bridge the infrastruc-
ture deficit. “The resources are not so huge 
as to make Lagos globally competitive 
and deliver the social infrastructure we 
all crave,” Ambode says, speaking on the 
huge infrastructure financing handicap.

In spite of the glaring financing gap, 
the state must still press on with its devel-
opmental agenda if it hopes to transform 
into a mega city and remain competitive 
alongside Tokyo, Hong-Kong, Sydney or 
other global cities. The state government 
must be commended though for the im-
pact it has achieved in infrastructure de-
velopment despite the meager resources 
available. It is clearly a function of smart 
thinking and smart deployment of avail-
able resources. However, the quest by the 
state government to “deliver a clean, safe 
and prosperous Lagos” will require, no 
doubt, smarter thinking, but most impor-
tantly a deeper pocket. “So, where will the 
money to drive the Lagos of our dreams 
come from?” queries Ambode.

The state’s share of the national purse, 
including capital receipts and federal 
transfers, is a paltry 34%, on average, of 
the total revenue mix over the past five 
years. Internally generated revenue (IGR), 
particularly tax, contributed the bulk over 
the same period. With revenue from the 
centre dwindling consistently, this rev-
enue mix is not likely to change anytime 
soon; IGR will continue to be the main 
component of the state’s revenue. So, it is 
fairly obvious that the state government 
needs the buy-in of Lagos residents, via 
tax compliance, to boost its revenue. That 
shouldn’t be difficult as many Lagosians 
trust the state government to judiciously 
utilize its revenue. The government has 
over the years shown fiscal prudence 
and discipline and has managed to utilize 
taxpayers’ money to achieve some level of 
success in transforming the state, despite 
its limited resources. Already, the govern-
ment has set itself an IGR target of N50 
billion monthly or N720 billion this year.

To achieve this target, the government 
is not so much about tax increases but 
importantly plans to strengthen its tax 
laws through amendments and enact-
ments and make them more inclusive 
and efficient, and to reflect current eco-

nomic realities. Of the about 13 million 
taxable population in Lagos State, only 
about 30% pay their taxes consistently 
and accurately. It is expected that the 
new tax administration, with up-to-date 
tax laws, will address this. Enforcement 
is also one area the state government 
needs to be proactive to ensure compli-
ance. The ongoing voluntary asset and 
income declaration (VAID) scheme is a 
very laudable campaign. The scheme has 
set a grace period till March 2018 for full 
compliance by all, after which offenders 
will face prosecution.

The state government has presented 
a N1.046 trillion budget for 2018, with a 
large chunk (67%) of that figure expected 
to go into infrastructural development. 
The governor outlined some of the tar-
geted projects for the year to include, 
four new stadia in Igbogbo, Epe, Badagry 
and Ajeromi Ifelodun (Ajegunle), an ICT 
incubator centre in Yaba, completion of 
five new art theatres, Igbonla Light Indus-
trial Park, support for SMEs via the state’s 
Employment Trust Fund, investments in 
embedded power programme to provide 
regular power to Lagosians, completion 
of the ongoing Epe and Badagry Marina 
projects, completion of housing projects in 
Gbagada, Igbogbo, Iponri, Igando, Omole 
Phase I, Sangotedo and Ajara-Badagry un-
der the Rent-to-Own policy, commence-
ment of the rehabilitation of 181 local 
government roads, relocation of Mile 12 
market to Imota, and continuous gridlock 
resolution, among several other projects.

For long, Lagos residents, and indeed 
Nigerians, had complained that the im-
pact of government is hardly felt. That 
is no longer the case in Lagos. Since 1999, 
successive governments in the state have 
demonstrated good faith and each has 
shown that it can be trusted with tax-
payers’ money to deliver people-oriented 
and impactful projects. Now is the time to 
show support and encourage the govern-
ment to do more. One of the best ways to 
do this, experts have agreed, is by ensur-
ing we exercise our civic responsibility 
of paying our taxes, consistently and ac-
curately.

Gbadebo is a Lagos-based tax consul-
tant and public commentator
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Olabode Thomas

NewsmakersOfYesteryears

Bode Thomas:  Said to be an 
excellent but arrogant lawyer

C
hief Bode Thomas 
(full name Olabode 
A k a nb i  T h o m a s ) 
who lived between 
October 1919 and 

November 1953 was a contem-
porary of Obafemi Awolowo, 
Rotimi Williams, and Remi 
Fani-Kayode.

This Nigerian lawyer, politi-
cian, statesman and traditional 
aristocrat,  distinguished  him-
self  as both a colonial minister 
of the Colony and Protectorate 
of Nigeria and a nobleman and 
privy counsellor of the historic 
Oyo clan of Yorubaland,  at 
a time when Nigeria com-
menced  its  strive  for indepen-
dence in the 1960s.

Clash with Alaafin
He was said to be an excel-

lent but arrogant lawyer. I 
have heard it said by certain 
informed elites that intelligent 
people tend to be arrogant. I 
can imagine how an intelligent 
person during the era when 
Bode Thomas lived, an era 
when there were few people of 
his type, would have displayed 
their hard-earned worth.

 His alleged arrogance was 
manifested in his strained 
relationships with some of the 
local leaders like Ahmadu Bello 
and Alaafin Aderemi II. He was 
said to have been rude to the 
Alaafin at an Oyo Divisional 
Council meeting because the 
Alaafin did not stand up in 
reverence to him (he was the 
chairman of the council while 
the Alaafin was a member). He 
was 34. The Alaafin was 60.

According to reports, Thom-
as died in a controversial cir-
cumstance. That was on 22nd 
November 1953.  It was report-
ed that Bode Thomas got home 
after the meeting and started 
barking. He barked and barked 
and barked all night and died. 
He died on 23 November 1953.

His grouse with Ahmadu 
Bello

According to Ayokunle 
Odekunle in YNaija,   erudite 
Bode Thomas was said to have 
defended Ahmadu Bello before 
the colonial court over allega-
tions of financial embezzle-
ment of Native Authorities 
funds. Thomas won the case 
and Ahmadu Bello was freed. 
But he was not pleased with 
the way Ahmadu Bello fret-
ted in the court room. Bode 
was said to have insulted the 
Sokoto prince after winning 
the case, calling him names.  
For him, Bello was unlettered 
and uncultured.  Bello’s en-
counter with Bode Thomas 

SIAKA MOMOH
an advocate for self gover-
nance in Nigeria by 1956, he 
resigned from the portfolio 
during a constitutional crisis 
in March, 1953. He later be-
came Minister of Works after 
a Constitutional Conference in 
London.

Ayokunle Odekunle also  
wrote that   Bode Thomas  
became a member of Regional 
House of Assembly in 1951. 
From there,  according to him, 
he, Prest and Akintola were 
selected as members of the 
House of Representatives.  He 
said Sir Adesoji Aderemi, Ooni 
of Ife also joined them in the 
Central Council of Ministers. 
But, Thomas was the leader.

He argued, “ During the 
debate on self-rule, his speech 
infuriated the legislators from 
the North. Thomas labelled 
them collaborators in the ex-
tension of British rule. He 
did not only speak; he acted. 
Thomas and the three Action 
Group (AG) parliamentarians 
consequently resigned from 
the Council of Ministers in 
protest over the elongation of 
colonialism. On that note, the 
Macpherson Constitution col-
lapsed immediately.

“In the quest to preserve 
Lagos as part of the old West, 
Thomas was also at the fore-
front. In contrast, H.O. Davies 
was campaigning vigorously 
for the retention of Lagos as 
a symbol of national unity. At 
the 1953 London Constitutional 
Conference held in August, AG 
vigorously campaigned for the 
preservation of Lagos as part 
and parcel of the region. Awo, 
the AG leader and Thomas, 
Deputy Leader of the party, 
were delegates to the confer-
ence.”

For Odekunle, whenever he 
set a positive goal for himself, 
every obstacle on the way must 
be uprooted.  “His successes in 
law practice, politics and gov-
ernment were hinged on his 
sheer resolve to triumph in the 
face of all odds.”

 Bode Thomas  was a senior 
at the bar to the late Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo, Chief He-
zekiah Oladipo Davies, Justice 
GBA Coker, and Udo Udoma. 
Thomas was ahead of them his 
peers. He was a senior at the 
bar to the late Chief Obafemi 
Awolowo, his bosom friend, 
political soul mate and leader, 
Chief Hezekiah Oladipo Da-
vies, Justice GBA Coker, and 
Udo Udoma, a former federal 
parliamentarian and jurist.

Siaka Momoh, a media con-
sultant, can be reached via 
siakamomoh@yahoo.com; 
234-8061396410.

roy chicago

wealthy trader and auctioneer, 
was originally from Oyo but 
migrated to Lagos. Bode at-
tended C.M.S. Grammar School, 
a missionary school in Lagos.  
He studied Law in London, was 
called to the bar in 1942 and 
returned to Nigeria to establish 

what a successful practice in 
Lagos became. In 1948, togeth-
er with Chief Frederick Rotimi 
Williams and Chief Remilekun 
Fani-Kayode, he set up the first 
indigenous Nigerian law firm, 
called “Thomas, Williams and 
Kayode”.

Political career
Same records say in 1946, 

Bode Thomas became the legal 
adviser of Egbe Omo Oduduwa 
and was one of the founding 
members of the Action Group. 
Prior to joining Action Group, 
he was a successful Lagos 
lawyer and was a member 
of the Nigerian Youth Move-
ment. He is credited as the first 
prominent Nigerian political 
elite during the colonial era 
to make strong interpretation 
for regional-based political 
parties, which, he believed 
the parties would be equipped 
with the necessary knowledge 
to develop their regions and 
also forming a coalition at the 
center.

In 1951, Thomas represented 
the Western region as Min-
ister of Transport under the 
Mcpherson Constitution and 

made him conclude that his 
more qualified educated rivals 
in the South were pompous 
and arrogant.

Growing up
According to historical 

records, Olabode Thomas’s 
father, Andrew Thomas, a 

“In the quest to preserve Lagos as part of 

the old West, Thomas was also at the fore-

front. In contrast, H.O. Davies was cam-

paigning vigorously for the retention of 

Lagos as a symbol of national unity. At the 

1953 London Constitutional Conference 

held in August, AG vigorously campaigned 

for the preservation of Lagos as part and 

parcel of the region. Awo, the AG leader 

and Thomas, Deputy Leader of the party, 

were delegates to the conference.”



‘Our Committee won’t allow people to indulge 
in activity that will bleed the economy’
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W
hat effort is 
your Commit-
tee making to 
track some of 
the emerging 

challenges leading to the arbitrary 
hike in the pump price of petro-
leum products?

We continued invitation of 
each relevant agency responsible 
for ensuring that Nigerians do not 
continue to suffer because of fuel 
scarcity and your final submission 
on the relevant executives that are 
saddled with the responsibility 
for ensuring either through forex, 
transportation and the rest that 
Nigerians do not continue to suffer.

The Parliament is concerned 
about the hardship faced by ordi-
nary Nigerian, in accessing PMS 
(petrol), and with the concerns 
raised as expressed by the remarks 
of the Honourable Speaker (last 
Tuesday), that we felt this is causing 
a lot of pains on Nigerians. And the 
Speaker has directed all relevant 
committee to take necessary steps 
to get to the root cause of the scar-
city, and uncontrolled increase in 
price of PMS. As you can see, this 
is the Committee on the review of 
pump price of petrol and as a way to 
address this issue, some pertinent 
concerns raised by the Committee 
on previous observations which we 
saw coming up and being reflected 
at this point. And we have identi-
fied that yes one of the major cause 
of the scarcity was diversion and 
this brings us to the issue of okay 
source of supply. Now the major 
source of supply is from the govern-
ment agency - NNPC, its marketing 
arm – PPMC which accounts for 
about 99% of the supply of PMS 
currently. And we are raising some 
issues and who are these people 
that have access to this product 
from PPMC or NNPC within the 
period under consideration?

How, where was the mecha-
nism put in place to ensure that 
this marketers have access, stored 
the product and there was effective 
distribution, and this product get-
ting to the designated sales point.

And in this case, because that 
one had also come in the cause of 
the heat of this scarcity and the 
argument following it that, their 
depots are empty and they don’t 
have supply. And we are saying 
then, who are those picking up 
these products and we found out 
in the course of activity that some 
of the marketers that have picked 
up products we want to rather 
at this point classified as alleged 
‘portfolio marketers’ because if 
you as a marketer don’t have final 
storage facility that is registered 
with the government agency - PEF, 
through which they can track ev-
ery product getting out of their so 
those storage facility that are not 
have PEF or Aquila, it is not easy 
to track the product from there. 
Yes, responsible marketers or legiti-
mate marketers or retailers, would 
want to go to such depots to pick 
up products that means its picking 

Nnana-Igbokwe

Nnana-Igbokwe, chairman, Ad-hoc Committee reviewing pump price of premium motor spirit (PMS), in this interview with KEHINDE 
AKINTOLA, speaks on various issues relating to reintroduction of fuel subsidy through the backdoor, among others. Excerpts:

up openings for marketers who 
may wish to divert this product: 
who may wish to sell above this 
product. These are the issues on 
the agencies, because they have a 
collaborative effort to monitor and 
control this from PPPRA to DPR to 
NNPC itself and for PPPRA we are 
saying yes, you set up the price for 
every importation coming. You are 
notified, you are able to track these 
products to the final destinations 
and at every depot you have an 
officer who authenticates every 
product lifted and same officers 
are in some of these depots that are 
not registered with PEF or Aquila 
and yes they authenticate way-
bill documents which the trucks 
picked up products and this way-
bill document clears these trucks at 
every security checkpoint because 
they can see the authentication 
of the officers from the PPPRA. 
And we are saying all the agencies 
have joint responsibilities PPPRA 
should not stop at only collecting 
the administrative charges, they 
also have a moral duty to ensure 
that where these products are 
discharged are legitimate storage 
facilities that are registered and rec-
ognised by the sister government 
agencies - PEF. And this is how we 
can have an effective control over 
the movement of this product.

This is on one hand, and the 
marketers that we had engaged 
have also complained that they 
don’t have access to forex to enable 
them import and as this position is 
being corroborated by PPPRA to 
show that for the period, the last 
quarter of the year, they issued 
about 48 quantity allocations ap-
provals for the period and out of 
the 48 approvals that there was 
no importation of PMS within 
the month of October, November 
and December by the marketer in 
Nigeria. So tentatively that goes to 
corroborate the position of market-
ers on non-availability of forex to 
enable them do direct importation 
of PMS.

And that puts the burden on the 
government agencies to be the only 
source of supply and that is why 
we have also extended invitation 
to CBN to avail us records of forex 

sales for petroleum products impor-
tation for the period under review. 
So as to confirm or otherwise the 
claims or counter the claims by 
marketers that they didn’t have 
access to forex. Then that becomes 
another issue, (you know) questions 
that would be begging for answers 
from the CBN is why within this 
period? Knowing that they were 
approaching the festive period is 
a high demand period, why forex 
was not made available to market-
ers to be able to cushion the effects 
of scarcity or lack of supply of this 
product within this period.

What’s your take on the PMS 
landing cost of N171 as presented 
by the Minister?

On the issue of the landing cost 
as presented by the Minister at his 
last appearance at the Parliament, 
as a technical committee because 
we are into the technical issues of 
arriving at the pump price of petrol 
and we find it difficult at this point 
to agree with the Minister that 
the landing cost is N171 until he 
is able to provide us records and 
data that were relied on to arrive 
at that price (so) because at the real 
scene of it and we stand to be chal-
lenged that NNPC at this point do 
not engage in direct importation 
of PMS. The Minister and the Ex-
ecutive Secretary of PPPRA are to 
appear before the committee in the 
next sitting to justify, provide the 
records, template and data relied 
upon at arriving at N171 as landing 
cost for PMS. The Executive Secre-
tary of PPPRA is also directed to 
provide records of those identified 
during the inspection exercise of 
the PPPRA of diverted petroleum 
products within the yuletide period 
to reach the committee in the next 
72 hours. We want you to provide 
records to show how selling price 
of PMS at the refineries are arrived 
at and also the price at which PMS 
is received under the DSDP are 
arrived at which are sold to the 
PPMC. The only source of PMS to 
the NNPC is from the crude swap, 
the direct sales direct purchase 
programme which is a programme 
where crude is taken and suppliers 
bring in PMS at our border line ei-
ther offshore Lome or Lagos where 

these products are now brought in 
the importation process starts. As a 
marketers operating in the system, 
you raising letter of enquiry to 
supplier of availability of product, 
which then in turn gives you a 
Proforma Invoice showing what 
they have, at what quantity you 
raise your LC - your letter of credit; 
upon which they rely and selling 
the product, while you also apply 
locally through the CBN filling 
your Form M to access forex. The 
LC has a 90 days maturity period 
but at the initial initiation of the 
LC, your products are supplied 
and within this period there are 
some finance costs incurred which 
NNPC do not incur. The production 
from the refinery at the price you 
are selling, you do not incur any 
cost because it’s produced locally. 
So these are costs that are identi-
fied with direct importation. So 
we wantclarification of how the 
Minister arrived at N171 because 
we still stand by our words because 
they don’t involve in direct impor-
tation of PMS and from the records 
from the direct importers, yes that 
we can also be able to and we have 
our facts before us that is why in-
house, in this technical session we 
have requested him to clarify that.

Then we also stand to state we 
need a justification for the DSDP 
program which is the only source 
of supply and we are saying that 
at the price, the product price at 
which the product gets to NNPC 
from DSDP is lower than the rul-
ing market price. So are we getting 
value for that programme? And 
if we say that there is a price at 
which NNPC Crude and Marketing 
Departments sells the PMS to its 
marketing units - the PPMC and 
this has been averaging between 
N133 and N135 and if that’s the 
case, this is a clear example of the 
transaction. This is a provisional 
Invoicing Note from NNPC com-
mercial department to the PPMC 
and the price at which this product 
is given is about N133. You also look 
at here for another transaction for 
about N132.28 and you now see 
that PPMC now sells to market-
ers at a price lower that the price 
they get from NNPC Crude and 
Marketing who warehouses the 
exchange product - PMS gotten 
from the crude exchange. And 
you can see at this point they sell, 
PPMC sells to marketers at N117.6 
so you can see the clear differen-
tial here and if you are getting the 
product at a high cost and selling 
the product at a lower cost. That is 
why the Parliament is asking, this 
differential which in our opinion 
as stated by the Speaker amounts 
to subsidy and how is this being 
accommodated and absorbed? So 
we are going to raise up issues and 
which will help government both 
the Parliament and government 
on the other side to know what is 
responsible for the reoccurring sub-
mission and realisation or posing 
of losses in the operation of NNPC. 
So while we understand that PMS 

is a social good, sensitive good, and 
absence that might result in public 
crises or heat up the polity. But we 
don’t also have to hide under that 
and indulge in activity that will 
be bleeding the economy of the 
country and this is why we need 
clarification, so that we can state 
clearly and not by estimation, by 
facts and figures, what is the actual 
landing cost of PMS into Nigeria. 
And I think the earlier they give 
us the cooperation the better as 
Parliament come into a conclusion 
of what we feel is a reasonable and 
acceptable price for PMS.

How concerned are you that 
most of these products refined 
locally are being taken offshore 
to go and berth and in the process 
incurring more costs. And what 
are you going to do to actually 
harmonise all these?

Well all the issues raised as a 
Parliament, we will work together 
and we compare notes and the 
issue of those who rejected the 
crude allocated to them there must 
be a reason behind that definitely 
(sorry) allegedly that yes picking up 
those goods and making supplies 
at that time may not be profitable 
to them not, necessarily conve-
nient, but may not be profitable to 
them. And I stand bold to say this 
because the initial intendment of 
the (DSDP) programme is to look 
for people who have facilities, re-
fining facilities, or refineries who 
can take up this product (crude oil) 
and refine it, will be at a low cost 
to them. But I don’t think that’s the 
case now. It’s only about few of 
them there that have sister refiner-
ies as partners out there.

But 70% of those on the DSDP 
dealers are mainly operators in 
the downstream who are bulk 
traders and they buy this product 
and equivalent, also buy the PMS 
to bring in. They don’t refine, they 
only source the PMS, now bring in. 
I think it would be judgmental to go 
into a conclusion until those par-
ticipants in the DSDP come before 
Parliament and give reasons why 
they couldn’t pick up. But from our 
experience, this is likely what could 
be the reason for that and to other 
agencies to corroborate the fact 
that no import was done within 
the last quarter, as presented by 
PPPRA. I think for now, every 
committee has its modus operandi, 
for this committee our emphasis 
is on PPPRA and DPR being the 
regulatory body and have records 
of every vessel coming in with 
petroleum products in this country. 
We would rely on those two agen-
cies to confirm or otherwise the 
record presented to us by PPPRA 
and alleged by the marketers. So 
when we work on the record from 
PPPRA, and records from DPR and 
also records from the CBN show 
that no company was actually 
allocated forex to import because 
if any company access forex to 
import PMS within that period 
and do not do that, that amounts 
to economic sabotage. 
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T
his is an important 
truth to every believ-
er that is into business 
and also desire to be 
successful in life. In 

all the scripture in the bible, 
countless examples have shown 
us the stand of God concerning 
the resources of heaven. God 
says: “I have given unto you 
everything that pertains to life 
and Godliness” (2 Pet.1:3). The 
book of Deuteronomy empha-
sized that power to get wealth 
has been given to us (Deut.8:18). 
We were also told also in Psalms 
(84:11) that “God our father gives 
grace and glory, and He does not 
withhold anything that is good 

Go-getter
from them that walk uprightly. 
The emphasis in these verses is 
on what has been given, freely 
released for God’s people. The 
promises that were made unto 
the children of Israel by God 
were not enjoyed by some of the 
tribes because they could not 
take what was given. God swore 
and ratified it by a covenant 
yet they missed it. In the New 
Testament Romans 5:17 says “...
they that receive abundance...’’ 
The problem has never been 
about giving; rather it has always 
been about receiving. It is not 
about God withholding, rather it 
has been about people rejecting 
through ignorance. David would 
have lost out completely when 
the Amalekites raided his abode 
and took away everything that 
belonged to him and his group. 
The instruction he received 
was to Go! Pursue! There is great 
wisdom here even when we 
think we have lost all. You can 
only loose when you are seated, 
moping and refusing to move 
forward, what you have waiting 
for you ahead is more than what 

you lost. However the moment 
you get up on your feet and you 
begin to move then you experi-
ence the miraculous power of 
God in your situation. It is only 
when there is movement that 
signs and wonders follow.

Let me enumerate some of 
the obstacles to our receiving, 
one of such is:

1. Ignorance: How do you 
receive what you are not aware 
belongs to you? How do you go 
after what is not yours? What is 
visible to you and it is false deters 
you from believing the truth. 
You believe the giver above the 
circumstances surrounding you. 
With this understanding being 
clear you can now go and take 
possession. In business as well as 
life, it is people that believe that 
possess. This is truth and it does 
not belong to you as a believer 
only, it belongs to every prac-
titioner functioning in this un-
derstanding. There is no getting 
truly without going. You must 
come down on your high horse 
of fear and intimidation and go 
for what is yours by Destiny.

2. Inertia: is inability to take 
action. The difference between 
where you are now and where 
God designed you to be is the 
actions you have refused to 
take. The word of God says that 
the earth is the Lord’s and the 
fullness thereof. You have to 
go on the basis of the spoken 
word of God. Peter said that 
they had toiled all night, imag-
ine what that mean? Toiling is 
negative dissipation of energy 
accompanied with stress, strain 
and emotional trauma without 
commensurate result. But the 
only thing that saved the day, 
and delivered them from toiling 
was their GOING based on the 
spoken word of Jesus.

3. Despising instruction: 
Words are going to be spoken to 
you this year by God, thoughts 
and ideas that are bigger than 
your wildest imagination will 
come your way this year, except 
you gird your loins and take 
that step to GO after it, your 
toiling continues. Brethren, this 
season is a season of wonderful, 
powerful opportunities that 
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will astound our world. There 
must first be a GOING based 
on the understanding of what 
has been given before we can 
get. You must be prepared to 
lunch into the deep this year at 
the instruction of the WORD of 
God.  You cannot catch a whale 
in the pond behind your house. 
You have to go to the high sea, 
position yourself with the requi-
site equipment and catch it. My 
company was up against an es-
tablished, more renowned com-
pany and we bided for the same 
project. I could sit on my rear 
and loose out by believing the 
lie of impossibility and not take 
a step. But this understanding I 
am passing across to you made 
me to stand up, without a doubt 
that God was with me and we 
took the project. God truly has 
given unto us everything that 
pertains unto life and Godliness 
in our business but we must go 
and get it otherwise, it remains 
in the position of being given 
which is of no benefit to anyone.

As you walk in the light of 
this TRUTH remain blessed.

Port Harcourt awaits computer market explosion 
as phone dealers eye a better venue

M
obile telephone deal-
ers in Port Harcourt 
have called for a large 
zone to create a com-

puter village in the mode of the 
‘Computer Village’ in Lagos. Those 
interviewed said the pockets of 
computer markets in the Garden 
City serving the south-south and 
oil region were a laughing stock 
when a well set-out computer 
market can outweigh the Lagos 
version.

The Computer Village in Lagos 
State is considered a successful 
market that, though unregu-
lated, generates an income of over 
N366bn ($1.8 billion) annually, ac-
cording to a report once published 
by the Lagos State Ministry of 
Communication Technology.

 In addition, it is said to provide 
at least 50,000 jobs. Yet, computer, 

phone, accessory dealers and re-
pairers in Port Harcourt believe a 
rising “Computer Village” in Port 
Harcourt can outweigh the feats 
of its Lagos counterparts. 

In Port Harcourt, however, 
‘One Voice Traders Association’ 
at Garrison is increasingly becom-
ing a centre of attraction in Rivers 
State. With its activities akin to 
those at the Lagos State Computer 
Village, (sales of phones, flash 
drives, and other accessories; 
computer, and phone repairs 
among others), the market plays 
host to over 100 registered trad-
ers and countless unregistered 
middlemen, computer, and phone 
repairers.

“We are determined to do bet-
ter than that (Lagos’ Computer 
Village) of Lagos. By God’s grace, 
we would do it,” said Exalted 
Anosike, the chairman of One 
Voice Traders Association.

However, Anosike and other 
traders in the market feel that for 
this to happen, the Rivers State 

IgnatIus Chukwu & 
InnoCent Iwara, Port harcourt

government must offer support 
commensurate with that offered 
by the Lagos State government 
and create a level playing ground 
for the market to be seen as a 
place where safe and legitimate 
business is done.

He said: “We need a level play-
ing ground and like I said before, 
we intend to do more than Lagos 
Computer Village. In this regard, 
the government over there (in 
Lagos) is doing better than what 
we have here. But with a little 
support we can do better.” He did 
not mention what Lagos State 
government is doing for the ones 
in Lagos.

Anosike, however, said the 
areas of support sought from the 
government include provision 
of security, as rampaging gun-
wielding youths visit the market 
incessantly, loot and threaten 
operators. He wants provision 
of electricity around the market; 
and creation of opportunity for 
operators to access soft loans.

James Chukwu is the director 
of First Blessed JC Communica-
tion, a mobile phone accessories 
outfit at the market. He said 
the market holds the potentials 
to contribute meaningfully to 
the Rivers State government’s 
revenue if given the required at-
tention, especially security wise.

“There are a lot of people we 
don’t need here. These are touts. 
These people come here to steal 
and do anything they like and go 
away. We want government to 
come in because this place can 
generate revenue for the govern-
ment,” Chukwu said. 

Nigeria strategic to tackling maritime 
crimes in Gulf of Guinea – DG NIMASA

T
he Director-General of the 
Nigerian Maritime Ad-
ministration and Safety 
Agency, Dakuku Peter-

side has described the Nigerian 
maritime sector as strategic to 
tackling issues of insecurity in the 
Gulf of Guinea (GoG).

Peterside, who stated this 
while presenting a paper titled; 
“Nigeria’s role in combating mar-
itime insecurity in the Gulf of 
Guinea” at the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs, Chatham 
House, London, noted that Ni-
geria which accounts for 65 per 
cent of cargo generated and ac-
counts for the largest population 
within the region is central to 
the success or otherwise of the 
fight against piracy in the GoG.

While acknowledging that 
maritime insecurity has eco-
nomic, social and environmental 
implication in the region, the NI-
MASA DG told the international 
community that Nigeria is leaving 
no stone unturned to solve the 
challenges, which has led it to ap-
proaching the menace through a 
total spectrum maritime strategy 
which include law enforcement, 
Regional Cooperation, Response 
Capability building and enhanced 
maritime domain awareness for 
all organs of government respon-
sible for maritime security.

“We in Nigeria have installed 
satellite surveillance systems, 
Coastal Radar systems, and the 
Global Maritime Distress and 
Safety System GMDSS amongst 
others. The Anti-Piracy bill which 
is currently undergoing legislative 
procedures is aimed at criminalis-
ing piracy and all maritime crimes 

in the country’s maritime domain 
with attendant punishment en-
shrined in the Nigerian legal 
framework,” he said.

The NIMASA DG noted that 
the implementation of an Inte-
grated National Surveillance and 
Waterways Protection Solution 
with command and control infra-
structure in the Agency is part of 
Nigerian government deep blue 
contract to enhance security in 
the Gulf of Guinea.

In his words, “The deliver-
ables from the deep blue project 
are expected to bolster Nigeria’s 
maritime security architecture 
and increase monitoring and com-
pliance enforcement within the 
Nigerian waters and its Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ). The fact that 
the Nigerian Navy has stepped 
up its activities in the Nigerian 
creeks which has seen the figures 
of illegal refineries destroyed rise 
exponentially from 97 in 2015 to 
over 1221 in 2017”.

Peterside also cited global mari-
time piracy statistics obtained 
from icc-css, which shows a de-
cline in piracy attacks in Nigerian 
waters from 445 in 2010 to about 
180 in 2017 as an indication that 
the fight against piracy in Nigeria 
is headed in the right direction.

Accordingly, the NIMASA DG 
noted that Nigeria’s intervention 
has led to the establishments of 
ECOWAS Integrated Maritime 
Security Strategy (EIMS), and 
Inter-Regional Coordination Cen-
tre (ICC) in Yaoundé Cameroun 
and that Nigeria played a leading 
role in the establishment of Afri-
can Integrated Maritime Security 
(AIMS).
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L
ike the Biblical reject-
ed stone, the informal 
sector of the Nigerian 
economy has become 
the head of the corner 

for economic growth. This is a 
sector that, before now, was not 
reckoned with as a growth index.

But all in a jiffy, both the hous-
ing sector and the mortgage 
system have woken from sleep 
discovered that this sector could 
be leveraged for growth. The 
pension fund is also in this league, 
though in relation to both mort-
gage and housing.

There is an on-going debate 
on the possibility of including the 
informal sector with its estimated 
N81.048 trillion annual income in 
a new housing fund that could be 
created and added to the existing 
Pension Commission’s (PenCom) 
multi-fund structure with the 
aim of narrowing down housing 
affordability gap.

This however has to happen 
alongside lowering of mortgage 
interest rate to single digit of 
8- 9 percent, down from the cur-
rent 22 - 25 percent commercial 
rate which operators charge on 
mortgage loans. The argument 
flows on the assumption that the 
inclusion of the informal sector 
operators who constitute 67.54 
million of Nigeria’s 81.15 million 
workforce in the contributory 
pension scheme will lead to in-
creased housing affordability.

Informal sector as critical 
growth factor

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)
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In the same vein, as economic 

activities continue to shrink 
leading to loss of jobs, salary 
cuts and significant drop in per-
sonal income, most of the primary 
mortgage banks (PMBs), which 
are struggling with hash oper-
ating environment and  rising 
non-performing loans (NPL), are 
looking to the informal sector to 
sustain their operations and also 
stimulate growth in that sector.

Low capital base coupled with 
the prevailing economic condi-
tions have so impacted the opera-
tions of these banks that a good 
number of them are unable to 
meet their contractual and statu-
tory obligations to their clients 
and regulators respectively.

The Nigeria Deposit Insur-
ance Commission (NDIC), one of 
the regulators of the sector, was 
quoted as saying that the inability 
of as many as 15 PMBs to pay their 
insurance premium as at Decem-
ber 2016 was an unfortunate 
situation that put the customers 
at risk. “The loans and advances 
extended by these PMBs declined 
significantly by 31.87 percent to 
N168.96 billion in 2015”, the com-
mission added, pointing out that 
14 out of 42 PMBs failed to render 
returns to it while unpaid pre-
mium from nine PMBs amounted 
to N238.30 million the same year.

The Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) says that notwithstanding 
PMBs’ improved performance 

in the past couple of years, their 
loans and advances, deposit li-
abilities and other liabilities de-
creased by 6.85 percent, 5.25 per 
cent and 5.89 per cent to N154.46 
billion, N115.77 billion and N68.06 
billion, respectively, at end-De-
cember 2016 from N165.83 billion, 
N122.18 billion and N72.32 billion 
at end-June 2016.

But the operators are not rest-
ing on their oars. They are build-
ing blocks and putting measures 
in place to engender growth of 
this fledgling sector in order to 
increase access and affordability, 
and by extension, enlarge the clan 
of homeowners in the country.

Unbundling of mortgage orig-
ination process,  further reduc-
tion in loan origination period, 
introduction of computerised 
land titling registration,  land 
title insurance,  introduction of 
uniform underwriting standards 
(UUS) for informal sector, enact-
ment of foreclosure law, and  
wider public awareness for the 
sector are part of the push by 
the operators for the  growth of 
the sector.

Mortgage is a sub-sector of 
the economy and the operators 
are saying that since the larger 
economy is not doing well and the 
mortgage sector is not insulated 
from what is happening in the 
larger economy, what is happen-
ing to them is not unexpected.

“We know what happened to 

oil price and the foreign exchange 
market. These have affected 
everything in the economy. In 
the case of oil, both the volume 
and the price went down. All 
these affected consumer purchas-
ing power. Don’t forget that the 
balance sheet of the mortgage 
banks were not strong ab initio”, 
said, Ayodele Olowookere, CEO, 
Omoluabi Mortgage Bank Plc.

He stressed that the problems 
of the mortgage banks revolve 
around their small capital base 
and so there isn’t much they can 
do. “For all the money that I have, 
unless I raise additional capital, I 
don’t think I can do 1,000 mort-
gages. To do mortgages, you need 
long term funds and that is the 
only way you can do long term 
mortgages”, he said.

Udo Okonjo, vice chair/CEO, 
Fine and Country West Africa, 
agrees, emphasizing that the 
real core factor responsible for 
the slow growth in this sector is 
that the banks and the mortgage 
institutions don’t have long term 
funds; all they have are short 
term deposits. “The underly-
ing fundamental for mortgage 
growth is that we have to have 

saving culture and large financial 
base because mortgages are long 
term funds. In an ideal world, you 
will be talking about 20-25 years 
mortgages at very low interest 
rate”, Okonjo added.

Technically speaking, Nigeria 
has no mortgage system and 
Okonjo reasons that the country 
doesn’t really have a real estate 
sector. “What we are doing is just 
scratching the surface. If we really 
want to create wealth through 
real estate which is one of the 
major ways the developed world 
creates wealth, then we have to 
develop and grow the mortgage 
sector”, she emphasised.

But the operators are not de-
terred. “We are here to stay and 
grow this sector”, Olowookere 
assures, revealing, “at Moluabi, 
we are looking at the best way 
to do things, especially in credit 
management and evaluation. We 
are looking at the informal sector.  
People in this sector are not col-
lecting salaries, but earn huge and 
regular income. So, we are finding 
creative ways of bringing them 
into the net. We are also looking 
at new ways to raise capital by 
bringing in more shareholders”.

How to grow Lekki Deep Water Port into regional hub, by ICRC boss
mous work which has already 
been done by the project pro-
moters and the quantum of re-
sources committed to the course, 
I promise that the ICRC under 
my leadership will go above and 
beyond the call of duty to assist 
you reach financial close. We are 
willing to join you on focused 
lender/investor road shows to 
seek additional debt and equity 
capital,” he added. 

The acting director-general 
also promised to play a key role 
in driving the creation of an inter 
government and agency high 
impact team to solve son of the 
project’s immediate problems 
like a high capacity evacuation 
and goods arriving at the ports 
will be evacuated flawlessly and 
efficiently. 

“We have gone too far on Thu 
project, so we can’t afford to fail 
or slow down. If we fail to lay a 
good foundation for the upcom-
ing generation, not only will 
posterity hold us accountable, 
but you and I will not be able to 
sleep peacefully at night with 
our eyes closed,” Izuwah said. 

 

T
he Infrastructure Con-
cession Regulatory Com-
mission (ICRC) has said 
the Lekki deep water 

port when completed will be-
come one of the largest deep 
water ports in the region and 
serve as a hub for port operations 
in West Africa sub region. 

The Commission, which is 
saddled with the responsibility 
of monitoring and ensuring the 
efficient execution of all Public-
Private Partnership (PPP) proj-
ects entered into by MDAs on be-
half of the federal government 
said the project construction 
will influence the generation of 
up to 170,000 direct and indirect 
new jobs in the economy as well 
as contribute positively to the 
revenue drive of Lagos State and 
federal government.  

The concession agreement 
for Lekki Port was signed on 
21 April 2011 by Nigerian Ports 
Authority, (NPA), the Lagos State 
Government and Lekki Port 

they expect to grow to about 
2.7 million and 4.5 million TEUs 
when the project operations 
commences.

Izuwah explained that the 
promoters of the project also 
plan to dredge the port channel 
to 16 meters draught which is 
not currently obtainable in any 

sea port in the country, adding 
that this in itself is an indication 
that ships of larger sizes will visit 
the port and greater efficiency 
and economy of scale will gener-
ate significant revenues for the 
Nigerian economy with gov-
ernment earning a significant 
portion of it. 

He however expressed con-
cern that several years after the 
execution of the contract, the 
concessionaire is yet to attain 
financial close on the project as 
a result of certain contingent 
challenge. 

“The project promoters had 
earlier planned to attain finan-
cial close by second quarter, 2016 
and commence full operations 
by second quarter, 2019 thereby 
giving a period of three years 
for the construction work. We 
at ICRC firmly believe that if 
all parties to this contract dem-
onstrate utmost commitment 
toward this project, the goals and 
wonderful picture painted above 
will become a reality in less than 
three years.

“Bearing in mind the enor-

LFTZ Enterprise. 
Speaking during a visit to the 

Lekki Port by the commission 
, Chidi Izuwah, acting Director 
General ICRC said the promot-
ers of the project are targeting 
about 1.5 million Twenty-foot 
Equivalent Units (TEUs) con-
tainer capacity annually, which 
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‘Food has the potential to drive the tourism industry’

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

What was the prompting in-
fluence to delve into this special-
ised catering business?

B
asically, what really 
inspired me was one 
rhetorical question from 
Dr. Peter Ozo-Enzo, one 
of my lecturers in my 

final year at the University of Jos. 
“How do you start a business with 
zero kobo?” While my mates were 
busy trying to write voluminous 
essays as a response to the thought-
provoking question I was busy 
thinking out the answer.

Incidentally, my mother has al-
ways been a caterer. My sister had 
also obtained a City and Guild cer-
tificate in catering and it was usual 
for us the children to be assigned 
different duties every morning. I 
did the cooking and was usually 
complimented for it. In addition, 
I had a beautifully-rewarding 
experience working under Miss 
Bimbola Johnson at B-Jay Hotel. 

It was as if I was in the school of 
culinary arts. That was my first 
exposure to the industry.

With that question still on my 
mind we started Daloy’s Enter-
prise at Ikeja, Lagos in 1999.We 
were into the catering business of 
baking cakes, providing jollof rice, 
eba, pounded yam and edi-kaikong 
soup. Let me tell you that we started 
with N4,000. We started without 
any major equipment, no registra-
tion but with the support of people. I 
would take orders, bake the cakes at 
my sister’s place in Ogba, and bring 
them here to Ikeja for decorations. 
Eventually, we started buying 
some equipment, beginning with 
gas cooker.

From that we built a small res-
taurant named Shibi-Ajoke, which 
literally meant Ajoke’s spoon. We 
ran this up to 2007 when we had 
to close shop because I wanted to 
update my knowledge in South 
Africa. I did that at the Capsicum 
Culinary Studio in Johannesburg 
before working at Protea Hotel, 
Midrand. I was a chef-in-training 
and rose to the level of Demi Chef.

What was your experience like 
in South Africa?

It was a very nice one; more of 
education and exposure to other 
Africans. The school buttressed the 
knowledge I had already acquired 
at the home front. As I stated earlier, 
both my mother and sister were 

into the catering business. It was 
in South Africa that I met those we 
refer to as celebrity chefs. One was 
Chef Patrick Williams with BBC 
Foods. He is Jamaican and very 
witty.

That exposure thought me about 
the fact that food means a lot more 
than having good meals on one’s 
table. It has the potential to drive 
the tourism industry. It is an art 
itself. Food is something that needs 
to be celebrated. It should be show-
cased especially our traditionally 
foods which we need to present 
with more creativity. We should 
have food courts with live cooking. 
But here, such an idea is alien to us. 
But if it is done you would come to 
realise that people have fantastic 
ideas.

In South Africa we helped peo-
ple to project their brands. Espe-
cially when I was at Protea Hotel I 
had a beautiful experience because 
of the exposure. I was elated. In fact, 
when the General Manager heard 
that I was going back to my country, 
Nigeria he urged me to stay back. 
He said he wanted other caterers 
to learn more from me. But I had 
decided to come back to start and 
build my own brand.

How has it been since you came 
back to Nigeria?

It has been a beautiful experi-
ence. I did not start with my own 
business immediately. I was one of 

the pioneer chefs with Southern 
Sun Hotel, Ikoyi at the old Ikoyi 
Hotel. I worked closely with Chef 
Alex Manruwa, a Kenyan who 
had worked in Dubai, the U.K. and 
South Africa.

But all the while, the entrepre-
neurial spirit did not leave me. I 
was no longer satisfied with routine 
of hotel chef. I wanted to do some-
thing more. I had to go back to the 
drawing board to experiment with 
different cuisines from around the 
world.

When we started again we 
seized the opportunities of small 
parties to present continental dish-
es. On one table you could have 
Asian, American, Italian and Chi-
nese dishes. We tried it and people 
had some senses of acceptance. It is 
not a normal every day experience.

This was what gave birth to 
Chefyinks Gourmet Ltd. It is what 
we do now.

 What major services do you 
provide the public?

Catering is our mainstay. We 
also do consultancy in the areas 
of staff training, food safety and 
hygiene, especially how to adapt to 
the international standard of Haz-
ard Analysis and Critical Control 
Points. We bake cakes but not on a 
commercial level. They are on spe-
cial orders. They are novelty cakes.

We also provide special menus 
for themed parties. If you want 

a Moroccan Night, we do our re-
search and come up with the menu, 
so that it would look every bit the 
typical party of a Moroccan. For 
instance, recently we got a contract 
for an Indian menu. We acquired 
the spices and herbs that would 
create the desired taste and flavour. 
We got all the ingredients from spe-
cial shops at V.I and Ilupeju. We got 
the saffron strands and what were 
needed to create the taste. People 
who came for the party could 
not believe that the dishes were 
prepared by Nigerians because we 
satisfied their taste buds.

What are the cost implications 
for such specialized meals?

It is N2,500 per person at the 
party. That meal could contain 
potato dish, rice dish, fish, beef and 
chicken with vegetables. Now, we 
are on a project with Optima Lei-
sures. We are still researching on 
how to create something not yet 
available here in Lagos because we 
want to carve a niche for ourselves.

What is your experience with 
the use of vegetables?

We use Aurvergine vegetables 
and others that are under utilsed 
such as pumpkin. We use it to mix 
with other vegetables. For instance, 
we make Ratatouille and Mousakka 
dishes.

Bribery, corruption and the evolution of prosocial institutions: Part 1
There is something very natural 

about prioritising your family over 
other people. There is something 
very natural about helping your 
friends and others in your social 
circle. And there is something 
very natural about returning fa-
vors given to you. These are all 
smaller scales of cooperation that 
we share with other animals and 
that are well described by the 
math of evolutionary biology. The 
trouble is that these smaller scales 
of cooperation can undermine the 
larger-scale cooperation of modern 
states. Although corruption is often 
thought of as a falling from grace, a 
challenge to the normal functioning 
state—it’s in the etymology of the 
word—it’s perhaps better under-
stood as the flip side of cooperation. 
One scale of cooperation, typically 
the one that’s smaller and easier to 
sustain, undermines another.

When a leader gives his daugh-
ter a government contract, it’s nepo-
tism. But it’s also cooperation at the 
level of the family, well explained 
by Inclusive Fitness, undermining 
cooperation at the level of the state. 
When a manager gives her friend a 
job, it’s cronyism. But it’s also coop-
eration at the level of friends, well 
explained by reciprocal altruism, 
undermining the meritocracy. Brib-
ery is a cooperative act between 
two people, and so on. It’s no sur-
prise that family-oriented cultures 
like India and China are also high on 
corruption, particularly nepotism. 
Even in the Western world, it’s no 
surprise that Australia, a country of 
mates, might be susceptible to cro-

nyism. Or that breaking down kin 
networks predicts lower corruption 
and more successful democracies. 
Part of the problem is that these 
smaller scales of cooperation are 
easier to sustain and explain than 
the kind of large-scale anonymous 
cooperation that the Western 
world have grown accustomed to.

So how is it that some states 
prevent these smaller scales of co-
operation from undermining large-
scale anonymous cooperation? 
The typical answer is that more 
successful nations have better in-
stitutions. All that’s required is the 
right set of rules to make society 
function. But even on the face of 
it, this answer seems incomplete. 
If it were true, Liberia, who bor-
rowed more than its flag from the 
United States, ought to be much 
more successful than it is. Instead, 
these institutions are supported by 
invisible cultural pillars without 
which the institutions would fail. 
For example, without a belief in 
rule of law—that the law applies 
to all and cannot be changed on 
the whim of the leader—it doesn’t 
matter what the constitution or 
legal code says, no one is listen-
ing. Without a long time horizon, 
decisions are judged on how well 
they serve our immediate needs 
making larger-scale projects, like 
reducing the effects of Climate 
Change, harder to justify. Similarly, 
institutions often lack the punitive 
power to actually punish perpe-
trators. For example, most people 
in the US and UK pay their taxes, 
even though in reality the IRS and 

Her Majesty’s Revenue and Cus-
toms lack the power to prosecute 
widespread non-compliance; your 
probability of getting caught is low. 

The tax compliant majority may 
never discover that they can cheat 
or how to get away with it and they 
may not actively seek this infor-
mation as long as the probability 
of getting caught is non-zero, the 
system seems fair, and it seems like 
everyone else is complying. Or in 
other words, it’s a combination of 
norms and institutions. But, it gets 
tricky—institutions are themselves 
hardened or codified norms and 
the norms themselves evolve in 
response to the present environ-
ment and due to path-dependence 
of previous environments, past 
decisions, and the places migrants 
come from. Modern groups vary 
on individualism and even sexist 
attitudes based on their ancestors’ 
farming practices.

The science of cultural evolution 
describes the evolution of these 
norms and introduces the possibil-
ity of out-of-equilibria behavior 
(people behaving in ways that do 
not benefit them individually) for 
long enough for institutions to try 
to stabilise the new equilibria.

How do we begin to understand 
these processes?

The real world is messy and be-
fore we start running randomised 
control trials or preparing case 
studies, it’s useful to model the basic 
dynamics of cooperation using a 
simpler form that gets at the core 
elements of the challenge. One 
commonly used model is called 

the “Public Goods Game”. The gist 
of the game is that I give you, and 
say 9 others, $10. Whatever you 
put into a pool (the public good), I’ll 
multiply by say 3, but then I’ll divide 
the money equally regardless of 
contribution. This is similar to pay-
ing your taxes for public goods that 
we all benefit from, like roads, clean 
water, or environmental protec-
tions. The dilemma is this: the best 
move is for everyone to put all their 
money in the pool. Then they’ll all 
go home with $30. But it’s in my 
best interests to put nothing in the 
pool and let everyone else put their 
money in. If I put in nothing and 
they put in $10 each, I’ll go home 
with almost $40 ($10*9*3people / 
10 = $37). 

What happens when we play 
this game?  Well, if we play it in 
a WEIRD nation, where prosocial 
norms tend to be higher, people 
put about half their money in, 
but as they gradually realise they 
can make more by putting in less, 
contributions dwindle to zero. One 
way to sustain contributions is to 
introduce peer punishment—al-
low people to spend some portion 
of their money to punish other 
people. This is similar to the kind 
of punishment we might see in a 
small village. I know who you are 
or at least I know your parents or 
people you know. If you steal my 
crops, I’ll punish you myself or 
ruin your reputation. In the game, 
if we introduce the possibility of 
peer punishment, contributions 
rise again. The problem is that this 
doesn’t scale well

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.
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H
ow the science of coop-
eration and cultural evo-
lution will give us new 
tools in combating cor-

ruption. There is nothing natural 
about democracy. There is nothing 
natural about living in communities 
with complete strangers. There is 
nothing natural about large-scale 
anonymous cooperation. Yet daily 
we buy coffee from the likes of 
Starbucks with no fear of being 
poisoned or cheated. I caught a train 
on London’s underground packed 
with people I have never met before 
and will probably never meet again. 
If we were commuting chimps in a 
space that small, it would have been 
a scene out of the latest Planet of 
the Apes by the time we reached 
Holborn station. We’ll return to this 
mystery in a moment.

Olayinka Eboda is undoubtedly one of Nigeria’s few, internationally-recognised chefs. The Member of the Crafts Guild of Chefs, the largest in the U.K. has 
rubbed shoulders with the Jamaican-born,  BBC Foods’ Chef Patrick Williams and the Kenyan, Chef Alex Manruwa. The South Africa-trained culinary 
expert (Capsicum Culinary Studio) came back to Nigeria in 2009 to establish the fast-growing Ikeja, Lagos-based Chefyinks Gourmet Ltd catering business.
The graduate of economics from the University  of Jos (1997) has also worked with B-Jay Hotel as assistant restaurant manager, Protea Hotel, Midrand at the 
level of a Demi Chef and Southern Sun Hotel, Ikoyi as a Sous Chef. In this exciting interaction with AYO OYOZE BAJE, he canvasses for more creativity in the 
catering business, to enhance the growth of the nation’s hospitality industry. 
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Future technologies: 
AI, Robotics lead the way of life

E
very January for the 
last 50 years, at the an-
nual Consumer Elec-
tronics Show (CES), tens 
of thousands of tech 

enthusiasts gather in Las Vegas 
for the unveiling of new gadgets 
that are being introduced to the 
world’s markets. This year’s edi-
tion was no different in terms of 
the buzz, curiosity and enthusi-
asm, with one major difference: 
The showstoppers were not gad-
gets, but the technology that are 
now feeding these gadgets and 
helping them run i.e. Artificial 
Intelligence and Robotics.

The pace of integration of 
AI and Robotics into consumer 
products and our daily lives is 
accelerating and was on dis-
play across the CES, as robots 
demonstrated an increasingly 
diverse and complex array of 
skills and capabilities. The ad-
vancements in AI and Robotics 
are expected to transform life-
styles and industries around the 
world; and ultimately improve 
humankind’s experiences, from 
reducing repetitive tasks at work 
to eliminating age-old malignant 
practices such as manual scav-
enging.

Being part of the Fourth In-
dustrial Revolution now, presents 
several unique opportunities for 
economies around the world. 
While the previous three indus-
trial revolutions—which span 
more than two centuries—largely 
revolved around mechanization, 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
is something else entirely. It is 
blending the physical, digital and 
biological realms.

Forecasts have been made by 
some industrial analysts. Gart-
ner is forecasting that 50% of all 
analytical interactions will be 
delivered via AI in the next three 

to five years.
AI and machine learning will 

be embedded into everyday 
things like appliances, cars, sen-
sors and drones. As you can see 
much of this new revolution is 
being driven by artificial intel-
ligence (AI), deep learning and 
machine learning and develop-
ments in these fields over the 
past few decades have led to an 
astounding array of capabilities. 
This new phase of revolution is 
unlocking the secrets of genes 
and the human brain. They are 
seeking faster, more efficient, 
smart and straightforward ways 
of operating everyday tasks that 
have been simplified by technol-
ogy and in many cases, introduc-
ing intelligence that surpasses 
humans.

Young people in the Middle 
East and North Africa expect 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
to have a significant impact on 
their working and daily lives, 
while many are comfortable 
about living in a future where 
robots work and exist alongside 
humans, according to the World 
Economic Forum’s Global Shaper 

Survey 2017.
In the GCC, the impressive 

US$100 billion tech fund backed 
by Saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi-
based Mubadala is testament 
to the long-term diversification 
strategy of shifting from petro-
economies to knowledge-based 
economies. In October 2017, the 
UAE, in a world first, announced 
and appointed a Minister of Arti-
ficial Intelligence as a resounding 
acknowledgement that the coun-
try takes future technologies and 
their impact seriously.

With artificial intelligence be-
coming the new engine launching 
the fourth industrial revolution, 
companies across the globe are 
setting its sights on AI enabled 
products and technologies. As 
part of the recent announcement, 
LG Electronics has announced the 
distribution of its artificial intelli-
gence (AI) development tool to all 
business divisions in line with its 
efforts to speed up the release of 
new products equipped with the 
latest technology.

LG’s proprietary deep learn-
ing-based AI technology is in 
line with its efforts to speed 

CHI Limited clinches MAN Award for Best Kept Industrial Premises

C
hi Limited, producer of 
Fruit Juice, Dairy and 
Snack products has been 
recognized for adopt-

ing best workplace production 
practices and processes by Manu-
facturers Association of Nigeria’s 
(MAN).

The company said the award 
was a deserved reward for its 
continued passion for excellence 
and commitment to sustainable 
development exemplified by 
significant investment in manu-
facturing and other related infra-

structural projects. “Chi Limited’s 
investment in modern produc-
tion infrastructure has been a 
critical enabler for competitive-
ness, research & development 
and productivity growth”.

A statement from the com-
pany said  MAN multi-panel 
selection committee comprising 
of regulatory bodies, both at state 
and federal levels, noted that Chi 
Limited took the first-place prize 
because of its world class manu-
facturing facilities and processes.

“These facilities and processes 

Kevin Cha

up the release of new prod-
ucts with the latest technology. 
With innovative AI platforms 
such as LG ThinQ, the “live and 
learn” philosophy requires ma-
chines to educate themselves 
and become smarter over time. 
As machine learning becomes 
more advanced, products will 
understand their external envi-
ronments as well as absorb their 
customers’ behavioural patterns. 
For example, an air conditioner 
will learn its inhabitants’ living 
patterns over time and adjust 
the room’s temperature to its oc-
cupants’ desired range, or cabin 
monitoring technology in a car 
can familiarize itself with the 
driver’s facial expressions and 
gestures and be able to recognize 
the moment a driver starts to 
feel drowsy.

DeepThinQ has already trans-
formed the way certain products 
targeting the commercial and 
consumer sectors are designed. 
In Korea’s Incheon Internation-
al Airport, LG’s Airport Guide 
Robots employ sophisticated 
ambient noise to improve voice 
recognition, enabling passengers 

to be better understood. The 
platform is an embodiment and 
extension of the company’s open 
philosophy – to provide the most 
powerful AI solutions to custom-
ers through a strategy of open 
platform, open partnership and 
open connectivity.

There is no doubt that technol-
ogy and the companies that spear-
head innovation have grown 
from mere enablers into giant 
corporations that are redefining 
humankind’s way of life at a 
tremendous pace. We feel their 
impact throughout our daily 
lives – in our kitchens, homes, au-
tomobiles, offices, schools, smart-
phones and computers; through 
industries; across governments; 
in the media and of course, on 
social media. Technology is influ-
encing our thoughts and shaping 
our opinions. It is well and truly, 
omnipresent.

Our world as we know it, is 
changing – in many ways for the 
better – as technology and inno-
vation are freeing up humankind 
from monotony to pursue more 
innovation and subsequently, en-
hance their lives. Tech companies 
have an enormous responsibility 
to understand the socio-economic 
disruption caused by technology 
and must engage and work with 
governments, industries, policy-
makers, activists, consumers and 
stakeholders to prepare societies 
for the change that is imminent. 
The positive vision that we should 
work towards is not of AI as a re-
placement for us, but as a technol-
ogy that can enhance all aspects 
of our lives.

 As new technologies are rolled 
out, innovators must lead the 
conversation in civil society to 
reassure, retrain and recalibrate 
their skill-force. After all, we 
cannot expect AI and Robots to 
do that for us. Or, can we?

Kevin Cha, President, LG Elec-
tronics MEA

have helped Chi Limited create 
a more environmental-friendly 
workplace by preventing cross 
contamination, reduction in 
waste trips, sorting and recycling. 
The availability of a gas plant is 
also strategic for the prevention 
of pollutant and usage of the ex-
haust to power the boiler, while 
the company’s greener environ-
ment policy and fire equipment 
are modern and up to date.

For Chi Limited’s Managing 
Director,  Deepanjan Roy in the 
statement, the MAN Award is a 

confirmation of the steps taken 
by Chi Limited to ensure that 
the company’s work place is in 
line with global standards for 
manufacturing.

“We are happy that our efforts 
so far have paid off with signifi-
cant output and recognition. The 
Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria Award inspires us to con-
tinually demonstrate excellence 
in manufacturing and constantly 
strive for improvement, best 
practices, creativity and innova-
tion,” he stated.
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Yinka Illori with some of his designs

At work in his London workshop
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W
h i l e 
m a n y 
N i g e r i -
a n s  i n 
the Dias-

pora are doing their coun-
try proud with their in-
novative works and feats, 
Yinka Ilori stands out.

T h e  L o n d o n - b a s e d 
Nigerian furniture art-
ist has taken his craft a 
notch higher with creative 
concepts that delight be-
holders of his works. Illori 
painstakingly gathers and 
turn waste furniture into 
thought- provoking pieces 
of work. The intrigue of his 
craftsmanship is the effort-
less manner with which he 
breathes new life into ex-
isting pieces sourced from 
Ghana, Nigeria and the UK.

 To appreciate his works, 
a visit to Iyana Itire end 
of the Oshodi-Apapa Ex-
pressway in Lagos, to see 
heaps of disused furniture 
waiting for buyers and also 
another visit to some mod-
ern furniture outfits such 
as Temple Muse on Amodu 
Tijani Close in Victoria 
Island, Lagos, will explain 
how ‘death bones will rise 
again’, especially looking at 
how beautiful and glamor-
ous the disused furniture 
are on display at the luxury 
lifestyle concept store.

As well, many luxury 
lifestyle stores and furni-
ture showrooms across the 
world parade some of the 
masterpieces of Illori be-
cause of their bespoke yet 
sustainable designs. But the 
irony is that the high-end 
buyers never envisaged 
that such luxury collec-
tions coming from vintage, 
discarded furniture and 

llori and his thought-provoking pieces of art

other found objects.
On a visit to his work-

shop in East London, one 
marvels at the speed and 
skill he brings to bear in 
making old chairs shine 
with new splendour. If you 
are lucky on your day of 
visit, you will witness as 
he uses physical materials 
such as colourful Dutch 
Wax fabrics among others 
to incorporate intangible 
elements in making be-
spoke furniture sets on 
display in some trendy 
shops in UK and Nigeria.

You may be excited to 
call him a designer, yes 
he is. But, he describes his 
job as upcycling works 
because he sources used, 

discarded furniture, or in 
his words ‘pre-loved’ to 
create something that is 
changing the way people 
view design.  Instead of 
throwing your old fur-
niture away, he advises 
that you bring them to his 
workshop for upcycling; 
a remo deling that will 
change the looks of your 
furniture and wherever 
you are positioning them.

Of course, that is for a 
fee or he sends them to the 
upscale shops where they 
would be sold as bespoke 
pieces for those who can 
afford the price.

For the young talent, it 
is time to make case for up-
cycling, which he describes 

as the starting point for 
his process. This explains 
why you will not find any 
sketchbooks or drawings 
scattered about his work-
space on a visit.

In the abs enc e of  a 
sketchbook, Illori uses an 
existing furniture frame to 
guide his thought process 
and to shape his ideas.  At 
the end, he delivers re-
vived, one-off designs that 
have his signature; vibrant 
painted wood, an infusion 
of a delicate pattern, strik-
ing fabric cushions.

“As you can see, every 
piece of my work is dif-
ferent. Their individual 
personality and character 
are obvious. But, most im-

portantly, each work tells a 
story”, he says.

His collections are cre-
ated once a year with a 
unique signature for each 
piece, for his growing cli-
ents including; lawyers, 
bankers, interiors design-
ers, and art buyers. “In-
terestingly, I have been 
having some interest from 
museums”, he enthuses.

Tracing his passion, Ilori 
says his training influenced 
the kind of things he does 
today. First, the graduate 
of London Metropolitan’s 
Product Design and Fur-
niture degree programme, 
says the skills, exposure 
and training at the univer-
sity was impactful.

That explains why he 
was able to lunch Yinka 
Ilori; his own furniture 
label, in April 2011, just one 
year after graduation.

However, he attributes 
his ability to incorporate 
intangible elements, such 
as the traditional Yoruba 
parables and also tell stories 
with each of with works to 
his loving Nigerian parents, 
who influenced him a great 
deal. He appreciates their 
strong work ethic, which 
motivated him in getting 
his venture off the ground 
earlier than he thought.

“My parents inspired my 
first collection from which I 
created three new pieces of 
work and it took me about 
4-5 weeks”, he explains.

Besides the passion and 
parental influence, his days 

of little beginning were 
not too smooth, especially 
sourcing the needed funds.

However, Ilori pushed 
through with loans. “Starts 
up costs for me were quite 
minimal at the time but 
luckily I received funding 
from the Prince’s Trust. 
They provided me with a 
£3,000 loan which enabled 
me to start off. I used the 
funding to take part in ex-
hibitions, and create new 
work for a few years at the 
same time paying back the 
loans created from sales, so 
it fell into place”.

After settling the loan, 
Ilori has since moved his 
business to the next level 
by raising funds, taking 
on commissions and col-
laborating with different 
clients.

Though a newcomer, 
Ilori’s designs have already 
been shown in many exhi-
bitions including; If Chairs 
Could Talk, The Shop At 
Bluebird, September 2015; 
This is Where It Started, 
The Whitespace Gallery, 
Lagos, October, 2014; Yinka 
Ilori, Just Africa, Stock-
holm March 2014 and It 
Started With a Parable, Jag-
uar Shoes, London in col-
laboration with London 
Design Week, December, 
2013. And group exhibi-
tions: Home Affairs, Now 
Gallery, August 2015;  Mak-
ing Africa, Vitra Design Mu-
seum, Basel, March, 2015 
touring to Guggenheim 
Museum Bilbao, Autumn 
2015; Africa Calling, Africa 
Utopia, Southbank Centre, 
September 2014; Creative 
Britain feature stand, British 
European Design Group, In-
ternational Contemporary 
Furniture Fair (ICFF), New 
York May 2012.

But as much as he de-
sires to further exhibit his 
works, Ilori’s challenge is 
the costs for travel, exhibi-
tion space, accommodation 
and production for work.

Bearing in mind the 
h u g e  c o m p e t i t i o n  o ut 
there, the furniture maker 
is not intimidated. “I dif-
ferentiate myself by telling 
my own story in my own 
way because no one can do 
that any better than me!  It 
is seen and lived through 
my eyes and I will continue 
to share this through my 
work beautifully” he says.

Fo r  t h o s e  w h o  a re 
scared of stepping out of 
their comfort zone, Ilori 
advises them to take risks. 
“Yes, because you never 
know if it is going to be 
a good or a bad one”, he 
concludes. 
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T
h e  A r t h o u s e 
Foundation has 
opened an exhi-
bition for works 
of  artists  that 

participate d in its 2017 
residency programme.

The group exhibition, 
which is tagged, ‘At Work’, 
opened yesterday January 
27, 2018 at the Kia Show-
room, Victoria Island, La-
gos and features works by 
Francois Beaurain, Nengi 
Omuku, Thierry Oussou, 
Jimmy Nwanne,  Gloria 
Oyarzabal Lodge and Chris-
tian Newby. Created during 
the artists’ three-month 
residencies with the Art-
house Foundation in 2017, 
the works are the final 
projects of the artists.

Of course, inspired by 
their experiences in Lagos, 
the artists create d new 
series that formed spatial 
and conceptual mapping of 
Lagos; the city that hosted 
them for three months. 
They question how we 
interact and move within 
the urban environment 
and how cultural identity 
is framed through complex 
social and political forc-
es. Working across across 
painting, sculpture, draw-
ing, photography, collage, 
mixed media and textiles, 
they adopt diverse prac-
tices including the explora-
tion of the archive and the 
experimentation of tactile 
materials. They raise issues 
of the fragmented self, of 
the interactive community, 

Arthouse Foundation exhibits works of its residency artists

4Stage Afro Pop artiste drops new single - ‘Omwengho’ Big Brother Naija returns today

and of our place within the 
global sphere.

Francois Beaurain ap-
p r o p r i at e s  N o l l y w o o d 
movie posters that he has 
been collecting for years 
and uses as raw material for 
collages. Focusing on the 
isolation and repetition of 
a single figure, Beaurain’s 
collages adopt a “cloning” 
process that echoes the 
way that these posters are 
displayed in streets and 
markets throughout Africa. 
Born in France in 1976, 
Beaurain lives and works 
between Paris and Rabat 
in Morocco.

Nengi Omuku explores 
the me eting p oints b e-

twe en abstract ion and 
representation, where the 
fragmente d b o dy is de-
picted as colored, multifac-
eted and amorphous. She 
points to the stages where 
the body breaks down and 
de-materializes in the rep-
resentational sense, in a 
process of becoming. Born 
in Nigeria in 1987, Omuku 
lives and works in Port 
Harcourt.

Kadara Enyeasi com-
bines photography, draw-
ing and sculpture to form 
a psychological study that 
abstracts the body and re-
duces the human form. En-
yeasi’s project is influenced 
by diverse cultural influ-

ences, including Rotimi 
Fani Kayode, Jean Hans 
Arp, Henri Mattise and Rei 
Kawakubo, reinterpreting 
past artists’ practices and 
imagining their intersec-
tions. Born in Nigeria in 
1994, Enyeasi lives and 
works in Lagos.

Thierry Oussou oscil-
lates between abstraction 
and representation, por-
traying characters and 
symbols that suggest im-
plied narratives amidst a 
free-flowing style. Oussou’s 
project in Lagos explores his 
surroundings in a new ur-
ban environment, looking 
closely at the social and psy-
chological intensity of the 

P
r i n c e w i l l  A g h i -
mien who stages as 
4Stage the maestro, 
is set to introduce a 

new brand of Afro Pop tune 
in the Nigerian music scene 
with his new single titled 
‘Omwengho’.

A blend of highlife and 
dancing melodies, the Edo 
State-born Industrial Phys-
ics graduate, who grew up 
in Lagos, said ‘Omwengho’ 
is a song that appreciates 
wealth, its significance and 
the positive influences of 
riches.

According to him, he 
started as a music produc-
er/ sound engineer under 
the hands of Daniel Unaam 
also known as Dan Jiggy 
who is a prolific sound en-
gineer, five years ago.

His new-found passion, 

he said is borne out of inter-
est to do good music and to The highly anticipated 

third edition of Big 
Brother Naija, Afri-

ca’s biggest reality televi-
sion show, premieres today 
Sunday, January 28, 2018 at 
7pm. Viewers on DStv can 
catch the show on channel 
198 whilst GOtv viewers 
can tune in to channel 29 to 
catch all of the excitement 
as contestants battle for the 
grand prize of an SUV and 
N45million worth of prizes.

The premiere follows 
we eks of excitement as 
auditions for the show held 
across different regions in 
Nigeria. Big Brother fans 
were also treated to nostal-
gic fun as housemates from 
the second edition gathered 
for a special reunion show 
broadcast exclusively on 
DStv and GOtv. 

Speaking on Big Brother 
Nigeria’s return, Martin 
Mabutho, general man-
ager, Sales and Marketing 

city. Born in Benin in 1988, 
Oussou lives and works in 
Benin and Amsterdam.

Jimmy Nwanne focuses 
on themes of boundaries 
and transcendence, mak-
ing associations to identity, 
tribe, gender and social 
hierarchies.  Combining 
fabrics, local newspapers, 
magazines, cardboard, and 
charcoal, Nwanne focuses 
on symbols of movement 
and migration.  Using a 
cut and paste technique, 
Nwanne alludes to over-
lapping influenc es that 
exist with the same social 
sphere. Born in Nigeria in 
1989, Nwanne lives and 
works in Kaiserslautern, 

Germany.
Gloria Oyarzabal Lodge 

explores the vernacular 
representation of African 
women in the archives of 
the National Museum, La-
gos, among other sources. 
Oyarzabal points out that 
we cannot universalize dis-
courses of feminism, look-
ing at alternative models 
outside of the Western con-
cept of the nuclear family. 
By reconsidering the his-
torical context of the photo-
graphic archive, Oyarzabal 
opens overlooked factors 
that constitute our notions 
of gender and identity. Born 
in the United Kingdom in 
1971, Oyarzabal lives and 
works in Madrid.

Christian Newby ex-
plores the tufted surface 
as a site of technical and 
aesthetic mutability—ex-
amining how we partition 
meaning throughout textile 
practices. Newby tests how 
a contingent and qualita-
tive deviation in technique 
can fundamentally pivot 
the carpet or rug from a 
decorative, user-orientat-
ed commercial product to 
a critical and rhetorical 
representation, confront-
ing persistent challenges 
in how we differentiate 
and codify technique and 
meaning within textiles. 
Born in the United States 
in 1979, Newby lives and 
works in London.

The exhibition is sup-
ported by Kia Motors and 
runs till February 10, 2018.

affect his society.
 “I want to use music 

for MultiChoice Nigeria, 
said: “Without a doubt, this 
promises to be the most 
exciting edition of the Big 
Brother franchise on the 
African continent. The last 
edition of Big Brother Naija 
was incredibly success-
ful and we see just how 
much the show continues 
to resonate with fans in 
Nigeria and around the 
continent. We can hardly 
wait for Sunday, and we 
guarantee not only that our 
viewers will enjoy the pre-
miere show, but that they 
will stay tuned for three 
months until the show’s 
finale when the winner is 
revealed.”  
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as a tool in spreading joy 
and impacting knowledge 
through my lyrics. OM-
WENGHO is derived from 
the Bini language meaning 
a rich and philanthropic 
person, which happens to 
be my language because I 
am from Orhionwon LGA, 
Edo State.”

Th e musi c  pro duc e r 
cum artiste said he sees the 
song as a vehicle to advice 
young people to see chasing 
personal acquisitions, and 
wealth as not a do-or-die 
affair but should constantly 
seek way to contribute posi-
tively as members of society, 
towards nation building and 
humanity at large.

He enjoined other ar-
tistes to be focus on their 
dreams and to ensure the 
quality of their lyrics that 
can affect the society posi-
tively.

Jimmy Nwanne



Arts

OBINNA EMELIKE
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Gov. Wike looks to exploit art potential

Pius Emorhokpor’s exhibition 
still runs at Temple Muse

I
n the quest to promote 
and preserve the rich 
cultural heritage of the 
people, Nyesom Wike, 

governor of Rivers State 
has assured on his readiness 
to open the state to more 
collaborations with govern-
ment and private bodies and 
also engage in activities that 
will further showcase the 
cultural potential of the state 
to the world.

One of such efforts at 
marketing the state’s cul-
tural heritage is the hosting 
of the 2018 edition of the 
National Festival of Arts and 
Crafts (NAFEST), an event 
the governor assured has full 
support from the govern-
ment and people of the state.  

Recently, Governor Wike 
reinstated his readiness to 
exploit the cultural gold-
mine of his state when a 
delegation from the National 
Council of Arts and Culture 
(NCAC) led by Olusegun 
Runswe, director general 
of the Council, visited him 
at Government House Port 
Harcourt.

While receiving the del-
egation which came from 
the headquarters of NCAC 
in Abuja, the governor prom-
ised to change the cultural 

landscape of the oil-rich 
state through the showcase 
of the best of its rich cultural 
products.

The government and 
people of River State heart-
ily welcomed the delegation 
and appreciated NCAC for 
giving the state the opportu-
nity to host NAFEST in Octo-
ber this year. Their apprecia-
tion is because the event is a 
veritable cultural promotion 
platform not only to attract 
domestic and foreign culture 
enthusiasts to explore the 
richness of the people but 
also to make big statement 
to the world on the readiness 
to open windows of invest-
ment to would-be investors.

However, ceasing the 
opportunity will be a great 

For lovers of visual art 
who could not make 
out time to see Pius 

Emorhokpor’s Holiday Art 
Pop Up, the door is still open 
to see the exhibition at Temple 
Muse.

The exhibition, which 
Temple Muse used to close 
2017 and which also started 
on December 4, 2017, will 
run until the end of January, 
hence this is the last weekend 
to see the amazing plastocast 
artworks by Pius Emorhokpor.

The medium of plastogra-
phy provides material plat-
form for Pius’s works. This 
etching and polymerized tech-
nique on plate is reenforced by 
the substance of resin, onto 
which the artist build sur-
faces with low relief effect. A 
process that is purely scientific 
in nature.

Emorhokpor’s native re-

gion of southern Nigeria has 
remained an important back-
drop for his works.

Pius Emorhokpor was 
born in Delta State in 1962 and 
graduated in Fine Arts from 
the Yaba College of Technol-
ogy in 1988. Besides working 
briefly as a designer/illustra-
tor with This Week and The 
African Guardian magazines, 
Pius has worked closely with 
Prof. Bruce Onobrakpeya for 
many years, learning from 
the great master artist and 
developing his own distinctive 
style of plastography.

His etching and polymer-
ized technique on plate is 
re-enforced with resin, onto 
which the artist builds and 
creates low relief surfaces. 
Pius’ inspiration comes from 
traditional culture and typical 
scenes and Nigerian socio-
cultural landscapes.

A
side the tra-
ditional gal-
l e r i e s  a n d 
popular exhi-
bition spaces, 

lovers of visual arts now 
have some unique places 
to see arts amid relaxing 
ambiance. Some of those 
places in Lagos include:

The Wheatbaker Hotel
The outfit offers the 

corporate traveller all the 
comfort and convenience 
of a luxury boutique hotel. 
It is perfectly placed for 
any traveller, and is des-
tined to become Lagos’ top 
lifestyle, luxury accommo-
dation, and entertainment 
address.

As part of the Legacy 
Hotel Group, The Wheat-
baker has keenly sup-
ported Nigerian arts and 
culture since opening its 
doors in 2011. The hotel’s 
commitment to celebrat-
ing the best of Nigerian 
creativity saw it dedicate 
its walls to showcasing 
exceptional traditional, 
modern, and contempo-

Some unique exhibition spaces to see, appreciate visual art

rary art.
Temple Muse
Having opened its doors 

in May 2008, Temple Muse 
is West Africa’s leading 
luxury concept store fo-

cusing on designer home 
and gift-ware, fashion and 
accessories, as well as, art 
and design. Its strength 
not only lies in offering 
the very best of world-

renowned brands, but also 
in nurturing homegrown 
talents from across the 
continent.

The ic onic flagship 
store equipped with its 

very own champagne 
bar is located in the heart 
of Lagos and possesses a 
“gallery-like” open feel, 
where clients can relax 
& indulge in all things 

wonderful. Most recently, 
Temple Muse has hosted 
a number of specially cu-
rated art exhibitions offer-
ing its clients cutting edge 
contemporary art.

Lagos Court of Arbitra-
tion (LCA)

The LCA is a non-profit 
private-sector-driven in-
stitution which has be-
come the premier ADR 
institution and a centre 
for legal excellence in Af-
rica. Its primary mission 
is to provide efficient and 
effiective dispute resolu-
tion which are necessary 
for economic growth and 
development. Consistently 
with this, the magnificent 
building has become home 
to intellectual, educational 
and cultural activity of the 
highest quality.

To this end and with 
great pride the LCA has 
opened its building to phe-
nomenal specially curated 
art exhibitions and events, 
as a means of projecting 
the importance of visual 
art in Nigeria, as well as, 
highlighting the intellec-
tual contribution of Nige-
ria to the world.

director general said, “Our 
visit to Rivers State is fruit-
ful already with the many 
assurances of successful 
hosting, security among 
other arrangements needed 
for a good show. We also ap-
preciate the great hospitality 
by people”.

Runsewe commended 
the commitment and sin-
cerity of purpose of the gov-
ernor at giving culture a 
prime place in the progres-
sive agenda of the state, say-
ing that the state is a one of 
the model when it comes to 
cultural beauty, colour and 
variety.

The visit of NCAC is 
sequel to the declaration 
of Rivers State’s intention 
during the last NAFEST in 
Kaduna to host the 2018 
edition of the festival and 
the recent acceptance was 
a confirmation of the state’s 
commitment to reposition-
ing its cultural appeal.

Runsewe further noted 
that, “With the hosting right, 
the state has taken the right 
step to encourage, reactivate 
and support the people’s 
love for cultural norms and 
values, which unity and pro-
mote coexistence among the 
diverse people in the state.”

advantage for the people of 
the state to promote the cul-
tural diversity of the people 
of the garden city.

The move is to show that 
Rivers State is safe to wel-
come the world and to en-
joy fascination hospitality 
and cultural wonders of the 
people.

The best of cultural per-
formance, exhibition, arts 
and craft of the rich people of 
the state will be showcased 
through a big window for 
the world to see at the 2018 
edition of NAFEST holding 
in October in Rivers State.

Expressing his apprecia-
tion for the warm welcome 
and assurances on the state 
readiness to host a successful 
event in October, the NCAC 

…as River State sets to host NAFEST



B
elieve it or not, some 
people actually go on so-
cial media (especially in-
stagram) to get inspired 
from top ‘fashionistas’ 

who set the trends for what’s cool 
and what’s not. 

A random survey conducted 
recently amongst 15 young la-
dies based in Lagos, Abuja, Port 
Harcourt and Enugu showed that 
the majority of them had fashion 
icons on Instagram, Snapchat and 
Facebook. In fact, Nine out of 15 of 
them mentioned Toke Makinwa, an 
on air personality  as their social 
media style icon while four had 
Mercy Aigbe, a Nollywood actress 
and others had Laura Ikeji, who is 
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The bowler hat, a cool fashion statement

I
f there is one accessory to men’s 
fashion that has withstood the 
test of time, it is the bowler hat, 
made popular in Nigeria by men 

of the South-south extraction. In fact, 
every young fashion conscious man 
in that region has one or two he keeps 
handy for that glitzy event.

This popular hat, which comes 
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expensive even in the open markets. 
It is made through a process called 
‘blocking’ in which felt (usually 
wool) is stretched over a ‘block’, or 
form, with the aid of heat, moisture 
and physical strength of the milliner.

Once the material is stretched 
over the form, it is held in place with 
pins and strings and allowed to cool 
and dry. At this stage, the block is 

How social media fashion transforms to mainstream trends

carefully removed from the interior 
of the hat, which is trimmed to the 
desired finished product. While a va-
riety of animal hair is used for wool 
felt, many bowler hats of lesser qual-
ity are made with a polyester fibre.

So next time you are looking to 
make a style statement to an event, 
the bowler hat may just be your 
best option!

mostly in black, adds elegance to a 
man’s ensemble, giving him an air of 
importance and sophistication, es-
pecially when paired with the right 
kind of attire. Sometimes, the fedora 
is mistaken for a bowler hat, but the 
difference is distinct in terms of feel, 
shape and hardness.

The bowler hat’s journey is over 
two centuries and still waxing strong; 
it was created by London’s oldest 
milliner, James Lock, of Lock & Co., 

in the 1840s as a form of protective 
headwear.

According to history, the origi-
nal design was commissioned by 
British soldier and politician Wil-
liam Coke (pronounced ‘cook’) who 
ordered the hat to protect the heads 
of his gamekeepers who tended to 
his Norfolk farm. Previous to this, 
Coke’s gamekeepers had worn top 
hats, which were often knocked off 
by low-hanging branches and sub-
sequently damaged. This new style 
was made extra stiff and was shaped 
close to the head.

Some of the designs have touches 
of feather, badges or the vintage 
black satin ribbon band, and one can 
also add some other embellishments 
to the hat though. 

But the bowler hat is one acces-
sory that takes special technique 
and craft to produce; hence it is still 

known as an instagram celebrity 
on their list.

These trend setters obviously 
set the pace of how Instagram baby 
girls or so called ‘Slay queens’ dress, 
how they pose for pictures, what 
they buy, what products they use to 
lighten their skin and stay fresh and 
even how they ‘beat’ their faces (the 
type of makeup they wear).

Gone are the days when you 
have to be a fashion blogger to set 
trends or shape people’s opinions on 
fashion. I was told that all you have 
to do now is where nice clothes and 
take nice pictures, posing at the 
perfect angle fit for a slay queen- 
even wives and mothers who want 
to stay forever young can be slay 
mamas; all you need do is to have 
everything on fleek, hair slayed 
and the right angles and lighting 
to make your pictures come out 
perfectly. 

This will almost certainly guar-
antee you a lot of followers and 
likes on your pictures and before 
long, you will be tagged a social 
media influence(r). Most fashion 
brands, including designers, make- 

up artists, hair stylists etc, even 
give these instagram celebrities 
some items to sample for free and 
promote them by tagging their 
instagram handle on the post for 
their fans to see, and to attract more 
customers.

Denim on Denim Craze; I re-
member when the denim on denim 
craze went viral after a couple of 
instagram celebs posted pictures 
of themselves pairing denim tops/
shirts with denim skirts or jeans 
trousers in different styles includ-
ing skinny jeans, straight, ripped 
and flared jeans.

Gucci Gang; the most recent 
Instagram fashion which has trans-
formed to mainstream obsession 
is the sudden love for everything 
Gucci. During the Christmas holi-
day, there were a lot of music and 
comedy concerts and the artists 
popularised the Instagram Gucci 
trend which had been popularised 
on Snapchat by HushPuppy, a so-
cial media celeb who is known for 
wearing all Gucci. Wizkid came out 

for his concert in a fully studded 
Gucci sweater which went viral on 
Social media for a long time. His son 
was also dressed in Gucci. Also Da-
vido, the ‘fia’ crooner followed the 
trend during his 30billion concert 
by wearing all Gucci and also dress-
ing his daughter in Gucci. During 
the Sound City MVP awards, Tiwa 
Savage came all dressed in Gucci 
from head to toe. Now, it has be-
come an unwritten rule that every 
slay queen on instagram must have 
at least one Gucci item, even if it’s 
just a bag, belt or any other acces-
sory to belong in the ‘Gucci gang’.

Full frontal illusion weaves; 
when will these upgrades ever end? 
First it was just the normal Brazil-
ian, Peruvian, Indian or Malaysian 
weaves that girls needed to worry 
about. These human hairs were 
really expensive at the time- well, 
they still are- and people had to 
save up to buy them. Then came the 
introduction of closures, which we 
were told would make your weaves 
look more natural, neater and could 
protect your real hair from damage, 
as there will be no need for leave-
outs. Now, the hair game has gone 
a step further with the introduction 
of full frontal illusion which makes 
your wig look completely natural, 
and the baby hairs in front of your 
wig look like it’s actually growing 
from your head. Ladies on social 
media have set the trend and it is 
gradually going main stream.

Turbans; went viral through 
social media. Women who couldn’t 
be bothered to tie heavy Aso-oke 
or other forms of gele for their 
Saturday wedding guest routine or 
had bad hair days, quickly turned 
to turbans as a quick fix and this 
didn’t matter what religion the lady 
practised. 



O
ne of the happiest 
days in a lady’s life 
is the day she walks 
down the aisle to be 
joined in matrimony 

to her heartthrob. In fact, it is ob-
vious that weddings are mostly all 
about the woman. She does all the 
fuss, arrangement, planning and 
practically runs the whole show.

Most times, stressing herself 
out in the process, to the point that 
she looks stressed on her wedding 
day…but thanks to beauty prod-
ucts, they have advanced ways 
of covering all the eye bags and 
stress spots.

Anyway, so the most awaited 
day is round the corner and you 
are contemplating whether to 
hire a wedding planner or not. 
Well, while that is still on the back 
burner, there are some basics that 
should be considered when plan-
ning a wedding.

There are things that come 
naturally and can be accessed 
without much fuss, such as: recep-
tion venue, bridal outfit, caterers, 
drinks, music (live band or disc 
jockey), souvenirs and of course 
the famous ‘Aso ebi’, made popu-
lar by Nigerians. But the nitty-
gritty that adds that little spice 
that makes the difference is what 
we want to highlight here.

So here is a list to make your 
work easier; and also act as a 
check-list with your professional 
wedding planner (if you do get 
one).

Small chops: It is uncomfortable 
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A return to grocery bags

T
here are little individual 
ways we can help the 
environment, which is 
constantly under assault 

by our various habits.
Years ago, when sending chil-

dren on purchase errands or when 
women went to the market, they 
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ensure people are served as soon 
as they are seated.

Cutlery for the couple: Have 
you b e en to a we dding party 
where the cake designer and cater-
er start searching for what to serve 
the couple with? That is one detail 
that should not be overlooked.

Hostesses and Host: Don’t have 
the mind-set that your family 
members will play the good host 
to all guests in attendance. We 
have been to several wedding 
receptions where only friends of 

You said yes! …So let’s plan a wedding

the family members got served or 
were given attention. And most 
times this leads to chaos.

Set a time limit: Nobody has a 
free day, so if friends, families and 
colleagues make it to your special 
day to share it with you, consider 
them by limiting the time they 
spend doing nothing. Sometimes 
guest are left idle for hours before 
the bride and groom dance in…we 
know it is your special day, but 
kindly have the guests at heart.

A Master of Ceremony or Come-

dian: when planning your wedding 
decide who you want to anchor the 
event; a comedian or an MC. Most 
times, especially in Nigeria, the 
lines are blurred between these 
two. I find it distasteful when some 
lurid or snide remarks are made at 
wedding parties, just because the 
MC is trying to make people laugh. 
The work of an MC is to coordinate 
the activities of the day, not to 
become a jester.

Gift collection: Who says a 
couple must receive their wedding 
gifts on the day of the wedding 
and at the venue of the recep-
tion? While giving out invites 
for the wedding, a little note can 
be added, instructing guests on 
where to drop off gifts. All these 
will also save precious time while 
the party is on.

Colours: The hall decoration 
does not need to be in the same 
colours as what the guests have on; 
it becomes a bit too much. Neutral 
colours can be used, and then a 
touch of the colour for the day 
added as compliment.

Seat arrangements: Gone are 
the days when even at the wed-
ding part, when guest are seated 
according to family- brides family 
table, grooms’ family table. Both 
families are one now and should 
sit together during the wedding 
party. As one author puts it, “Today 
we are one family, peak a seat, not 
a side.”

Well, you may add some other 
things as you drum up your list, but 
bear the above in mind and you 
are well on your way to having a 
fantastic wedding party!!

hand a handy shopping bag in 
different sizes and used it accord-
ing to what was being bought. At 
that time, there were hardly tons 
of nylon bags blocking drainages 
which in turn caused floods.

The whole world is concerned 
about global warming and the en-
vironment, but this reality seem 
far for many Nigerians, who go 
about their day to day lives with 

no c onc ern how we treat the 
planet we live in, in fact they can’t 
be bothered.

According to Business Insider, 
referring to America said, “Each 
year, we use an estimated 500 bil-
lion to 1 trillion plastic bags, which 
causes a lot of avoidable waste.”

Adding that, “Many people are 
worried about how we treat the 
planet we already have, and with 
good reason. The alarming data 
surrounding climate change and 
necessary resources has forced 
the average person to consider 
their own footprint and ability 
to change.”

Of c ours e such data is  not 
available to Nigerians, but that 
notwithstanding,  the harm it 
is causing the environment is 
evident.

 “Using reusable grocery bags 
is a simple way to cut down on 
the habit without missing out on 
convenience. Some grocery stores 
even offer incentives for people 
who bring their own bags,” says 
Business Insider.

It is time to return to grocery or 
shopping bags and baskets. 

to attend a wedding reception and 
see guest seated at tables which 
have massive centre pieces (they 
can hardly see who is in front of 
them), with just empty glasses. 
Small chops are a must to nimble 
on while the wait for the couple 
is on.

Food and drinks service: This 
should not be left until the end 
of the event.  The idea that food 
must be served last is erroneous 
and needs to be change. The pro-
fessional wedding planner should 

There are several new designs 
in the market begging to be picked 
up; and they come in different 
shapes, sizes, colours and even 
material. You can get the tote 
bag, or raffia basket or even some 
plastic multicoloured ones- which 

are usually open baskets- though 
some come with clasps, to keep 
your groceries intact.

So when next you do your 
shopping,  think e c o-friendly.  
Getting one should be your first 
port of call.
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A
re you among those who 
believe that to do cardio, 
you need to go out for a 
run, swim or walk – or if 

you must do it indoors, you need 
a treadmill, elliptical machine or 
stationary bike? Sorry to debunk 
that belief my dear, it is simply 
untrue. There are a host of cardio 
workouts women can do at home 
or anywhere with just the weight 
of their own bodies.

An activity is considered to 
be cardio when it increases your 
heart rate for a prolonged period 
of time. If an activity causes you 
to breathe more rapidly and your 
heart rate goes up due to the 
level at which you perform said 
activity, the training becomes a 
cardiovascular one.

This means that if you did 
bodyweight exercises like push-
ups, squats, mountain climbers, 
jumping jacks etc. back to back 
with minimal rest; it would be a 
cardio workout. And sweet part 

BY CHINWE OBINWANNE

Cardio workouts to do anywhere without equipment

….as women defy proposal norm

would be that you are doing re-
sistance training as well – speak 
of killing two birds with a single 
stone…sweet!

That is what makes these 
workouts super effective. They 
strengthen your muscles and 
also work your heart out real 
good. Understand this and you’ll 
realize that cardio can be done 
anywhere with only the weight 
of your own body. This is perfect 
for you if you are often too busy 
to hit the gym.

Here are some effective body-
weight training exercises that 
will build and strengthen your 
muscles:   Lunges, Squats, Re-
verse Lunges, Jumping squats, 
push-ups, Planks, bridges, planks 
with shoulder touches, burpees, 
mountain climbers, wall Sit, high 
Knees, jumping jacks and bicycle 
crunches.

The above listed are easy to fol-
low cardio workouts that women 
can do at home.*To see how to 
perform these exercises, go online 
and type ‘How to perform (input 
name of exercise)*

These different exercises will 
target your entire body, giving 
you a cardio boost at the same 
time. Wondering how to struc-
ture your workout? Here’s how 
a simple workout could look like:

Burpees (30secs), rest (30secs); 
push-ups (30secs), rest (30secs); 
squats (30secs), rest (30secs); bicy-
cle crunches (30secs), rest (30secs); 
high knees (30secs) Rest (2mins)…
Repeat 2-3 times

The 30-second rest intervals 
are just enough to help you take 
a breather before moving on to 
the next exercise. To make your 
cardio session more intense and 
challenging, reduce rest period to 
15 seconds.

It is important to know that to 
see results, you must challenge 
yourself. Push yourself to that 
point where you are tired and 
panting. That is how you success-

fully make this work out a cardio 
workout. If you rest for 3 minutes 
between each exercise, you would 
just be strength training because 
your heart rate will not increase 
to the point where your routine 
is termed cardio.

If you have the equipment or 
you go to the gym, you can make 
your workout more effective by 
adding dumbbells, kettlebells, 
resistance bands, medicine balls, 
the list goes on. The bottom line 
is that you really don’t need to 
have fancy machines at home- a 
few of the above-mentioned 
equipment will help make your 
workouts more challenging, fun 
and effective.

When you add variety to 
your workouts, your strength 
will increase and your progress 
will not stagnate. On a final note, 
you must stay consistent in your 
training if you wish to see results; 
aim for at least 2 or 3 sessions per 
week. One cardio workout every 
two-three weeks will not cut it; 
create a plan that works for you 
and stick to it.

T
he age long practice where 
men propose marriage to a 
lady is gradually fading, as 
more women have taken 
on this role. Of course it is 

not a novel trend in the western na-
tions, but it is in Africa and Nigeria 
in particular because everything is 
about the men.

Social media is awash with wom-
en these recent weeks proposing to 
their partners and the reactions are 
interesting to say the least. I always 
feel that we would have fewer spin-
sters if it was the norm for women to 
propose and not the other way round, 
where a woman has to wait forever 
for the man to make up his mind.

So how did this new trend start? 
Earlier this month, a lady proposed 
to her boyfriend in Shoprite, a major 
shopping mall, with shoppers milling 
past but the man took to his heels, 
after telling her he was married.

There was mixed reaction to her 
action and the rejection of the pro-
posal; some hailed her for taking the 
bull by the horn while others felt it 
was stupid and degrading.

By general believe, a woman is 
not meant to seek the hand of a man 
in marriage, it is the duty of the man. 
Western exposure is fast changing 
the traditional roles of women.

“I can do it; I see no problem in it. 
While I was in England it was no big 
deal there. A lady can walk up to a 
man and express herself,” says Wumi 
Oladapo, a retired teacher.

“It is not a good thing to hear, 
apart from the fact that a man is 
meant to be the head of affairs when 
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it comes to domestic things. Are these 
ladies the one paying the bride price 
or dowry? Ladies nowadays want to 
do the same thing that guys do. They 
are so deep into feminism that they 
believe what a guy can do they can 
do as well. If a lady should propose 
to me, she should be ready to pay 
the dowry and also finance the mar-
riage,” says Ridwan Muhammed, 
a Masters student, University of 
Ibadan.

Fadoju Tayo, Master’s student 
of mass communication, Wesley 
University Ondo State says, “I am 
traditionalist; if a man cannot kneel 
to propose, then I can’t marry you. 
But this new trend, I feel it is despera-
tion. Even if you and your boyfriend 
have been dating for a long time and 
he has not proposed yet, that is where 
the conversation comes in. I do not 
support a lady proposing in any way.”

Another respondent who spoke 

Rewriting the rules of engagement

on the basis of anonymity says it 
is un-African for a lady to propose 
because it is expected that the man 
should do the job.

“Ladies of these days are imitating 
foreign traditions. If a lady proposes, 
she should be ready to take up the 
activities of a man. They don’t know 
the gravity of what they are doing. 
It has more implication for a lady 
because it is the beginning of a future 
relationship that the lady is ready to 

keep for life no matter what. They are 
playing with fire.”

“It’s a two way thing. I don’t see 
anything wrong in the act as long as 
you love each other. It’s about your 
partner’s perception and mental-
ity. Ladies have been proposing to 
their boyfriends indirectly by their 
attitude, and the man will decide to 
take the next step,” says Stephen Nejo, 
a staff with Sterling Bank.

Some see these actions as being 
brave and worth commending- for 
taking that bold step that few women 
would, to get married.

“Personally I will not do it. Every-
one is entitled to his or her opinion, 
but I do not think it is degrading for 
a lady to propose to her boyfriend. 
Personally I will not do it. I do not 
know what made the lady do it, but 
I think she was convinced. It is like 
asking a guy out; I will not ask him 
outright, but just show him signs that 
I am interested,” says Praise, a youth 
corps member.

Jordan Abete says, “I personally 
have two views; the first is religiously 
speaking, I will go against a lady pro-
posing to a man, but outside religion 
I have no problem with it since this 
is the 21st century.

The undergraduate feels that 
ladies are advocating for equal rights. 
“I see no reason why a lady cannot 
propose to a man; in fact I think it is 
brave for any lady to do it”.

Amaka Xtopher, a civil servant, 
believes “Everyone has his or her 
way of doing things. I like doing my 
things in private, but I still cannot 
propose to a guy whether in private 
or public. I would prefer him to do it, 
but I commend the ladies bravery for 
taking that step.”
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Wakanow dumps two-week BSP, commences daily direct remittance to reduce airfares

Epe and the symbolic fish statue  

W
hile tran-
s i t i n g 
t h r o u g h 
E p e ,  a 
b e a u t i -

fully designed fish statue 
d e l i g h t s  t h e  e ye s  at  t h e 
T- junction that  ends the 
Lekki-Epe Expressway. The 
iconic statue is a symbolic 
e x p re s s i o n  a n d  a l s o  c e l -
ebrates the traditional dis-
p osit ion of  the founding 
fathers of Epe as a generic 
c ommunity of fishermen 
p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s 
proximity to the lagoon.

The fish statue is one of 
the many aesthetic works of 
art commissioned by Lagos 
State government and de-
ployed at strategic locations 
across the state. Of course, 
the beautiful works added 
value to the Lagos environ-
ment and most importantly 
money to the pockets of all 
the artists that created the 
works.

But why fish is one may 
ask? The fish signifies that 

W
akanow, Africa’s 
l a r g e s t  o n l i n e 
t r a v e l  a g e n c y, 
has  announc e d 

a transition from a two-week 
airline billing settlement cycle, 
to pioneer a daily direct remit-
tance and pre-paid card pay-
ment settlement, which will 
significantly reduce the cost of 
travel for customers. The tran-
sition, according to the online 
travel agency, is necessary be-
cause the two-week Billing and 
Settlement Plan (BSP) requires 
significant bank guarantees 
running into billions of Naira, 
forcing travel agencies to pass 
on the increased cost to cus-
tomers.

Wakanow’s new model will 
see airlines receive their pay-
ments within 24 hours versus 
the standard process on the BSP 
which takes about four weeks. 
Customers will  als o b enefit 
from a faster refund process 
where claims can be turned 
around in a few working days 
rather than the current ar-
rangement which takes months 
to complete in some cases.  

 Obinna Ekezie, group man-
a g i n g  d i re c t o r,  W a k a n o w, 
explains: “Over the last two 
years, airfares have skyrock-
eted due to the devaluation of 
the Naira and increased airline 
r isk  in  payment  c ol le ct ion 
and remittanc e.  Thes e new 

Epe locality is not only the 
fish basket of Lagos State, 
but also tourism enclave, 
cultural hub and history. 
These are potential the lo-
cality has not been able to 
package and market to visi-
tors who hardly go beyond 
Lekki despite the pristine 
nature and rich cultural 
heritage that awaits them 
across the lagoon to Epe.

Interestingly, in his narra-
tive of the artwork, Hamza 
Attah, the sculptor of the 
fish statue, said the monu-
ment depicts modern Epe as 
the collecting point for the 
export of fish in Lagos, fish-
ing is the major occupation 
of the people in Epeland. 
The sculptural work associ-
ates the community with 
the fish that put Epe on the 
global map.

“In Epe we celebrate fish, 
this is our pride, hence there 
is no other object that is as 
befitting as the fish”, the art-
ist explained.

But Akinwunmi Ambode, 
governor of Lagos State, who 
instituted the artwork, has 
a better reason for the fish 

statue. Beyond enhancing 
the environment, the gov-
ernor explained that, “The 

fish statue is a celebration 
of the communal economic 
activities which revolve the 

Obinna Ekezie, CEO, Wakanow

daily remittance and pre-paid 
card settlement platforms to 
b e  l a u n c h e d  b y  W a k a n o w 
have been tested by Emirates, 
Royal Air Maroc and Kenya 
Airways. It will revolution-
ize the entire travel industry 
and offer reduced pricing for 
airline tickets.” Wakanow is 
working closely with its IATA, 

airlines partners and Zenith 
Bank to make this transition 
sail smoothly. 

Commenting on the new 
payment initiative, Jamal Har-
ichi, regional manager, Royal 
Air Maroc, said: “I would like 
to thank you for this excellent 
initiative, highlighting the pro-
fessionalism of your structure. 

It is important to evoke that 
W a k a n o w. c o m  h a s  a l w ay s 
represented the travel industry 
in Nigeria, but also across the 
continent, challenging the big 
names in the travel industry of 
the world.

“After two years of difficul-
ties for the airlines with regard 
to the shortage of currencies 

in the market, Wakanow.com 
has sustained its support to 
all the companies in difficulty. 
Today, Wakanow.com returns 
with a suc c essful,  safe and 
dynamic project that will give 
a new lease on life to the travel 
industry.

I would like to renew my 
full support for the innovations 
initiate d by Wakanow.c om 
and thank the entire team for 
their efforts around their CEO, 
Obinna Ekezie, in order to make 
the Nigerian market a model of 
innovation, a model of modern-
ization and finally a locomotive 
of African tourism”.

In 2016, Wakanow took a 
calculated risk to invest billions 
of naira into building its tech-
nology and operations infra-
structure to increase efficiency, 
provide a stronger platform to 
scale its operations across Af-
rica and further reduce the cost 
of travel for customers.

Wakanow is Africa’s largest 
online travel agency with com-
mercial operations in Nigeria, 
Ghana, Kenya and the UK. The 
company is currently undertak-
ing a large expansion project 
which will result in stronger 
footprint across Africa, the UK 
and USA. Wakanow currently 
process over 15,000 bookings in 
Nigeria monthly as the demand 
for African travel continues to 
grow.

vast potentials available in 
the coastal area including 
fishing, marine transporta-
tion and job opportunities”.

The governor hopes that 
visitors to Epe will be stop-
ping by the T-junction to 
take picture with the fish 
statue background and lo-
cal photographers can make 
money from it as well. But 
the tourism and revenue 
potential of the statue, ac-
c ording to the governor, 
would be sustained if, “The 
Epe community protect the 
monument and other infra-
structure provided by his 
administration to enhance 
the socio-economic opportu-
nities available in Epe”.

Well ,  many motorists , 
passersby and even locals 
have reason to at least pause 
to see the new attraction 
and may be take pictures.

Beyond the fish statue, 
Epe now boost of a marina 
by the lagoon, the serene 
Epe Resort and Spa, historic 
relics of ancient wars, colo-
nial administration among 
others.   

OBINNA EMELIKE
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F
or the first time, a hospi-
tality outfit is springing 
up in Abuja, the Nigerian 
capital city, to make a dif-
ference. The outfit is truly 

set to establish a new benchmark 
in hospitality offerings, starting 
with its very exclusive location in 
the Central District Area that hosts 
many country embassies including; 
United States of America and the 
British High Commission.

Of course, the name says it all. 
The Envoy Hotel is born out of the 
need to create a business environ-
ment that is closer to home for the 
diplomatic community and expatri-
ates, hence the owner decided on a 
name that best describes the loca-
tion and purpose of the property, 
as well as also recognizing the hard 
work and journey travelled through 
the ages on the “SILK ROAD” in con-
necting our world. For the owner, 
and the would-be guests, ‘The En-
voy’ is the most befitting name.

The setting speaks volumes 
about the exclusivity of the facilities, 
services and even the guests, espe-
cially diplomats and high-profile 
personalities and their ability to 
meet and do business devoid of fear 
or risk of movement.

The Envoy Hotel is changing the 
way accommodation has been in 
Abuja and even upping the offerings 
across its 59 rooms, which are stylish, 
modern, exclusive, comfortable, and 
authentic. Furthermore, all rooms 
are equipped with state of the art 
media and IPTV services along with 
modern, luxury living and bedding 
facilities fit for the VIP Guest. 

The five-star boutique hotel is 
unique for taking advantage of the 
five human senses; smell, touch, 
sound, taste and sight, and has satis-
fied them all with guests’ satisfaction 
at the centre of it all.  This implies 
that a culture of highly personal-
ized service and attention to guests’ 
needs is in place and adhered to re-
ligiously by all hotel staff, including 
management.

The smell senses are tingled from 
your very first step into the hotel’s 
grand reception with its unique and 
bespoke scent, infused through its 
scentillators and air conditioning 
systems; the sound comes from an 
eclectic selection of Buddha Bar, 
Latin and African artists a wide 
selection played in the background 
of the hotel.. Taste comes in a wide 
spectrum of continental flavours 
for all palettes, from arrival treats, 
o d’oeuvres to fine dining with a 
sophisticated wine list in the res-
taurant, lounges and bars; touch is 
satisfied with the throws and the 
soft cuddly scatter cushions on the 
sofas and beds. The visuals come 
from the satisfying pieces of time-
less luxury, from the hanging light 
fittings in the atrium, the lit-up 

global map accentuating the silk 
roads of old, the ancient story of the 
envoy aptly created on canvas in the 
lobby, the chamberlain chairs in the 
lounge and waiting areas of the hotel 
all combined to tell the story of the 
upmarket, boutique, luxury lifestyle 
and trendy Envoy Hotel.

The uniqueness of the hotel is 
further heightened by its breathtak-
ing furnishing and decor that speaks 
to the hotel’s natural exclusivity.  
Going by the splendor and the very 
indulging ambiance of the hotel, it 
is obvious, that The Envoy Hotel is 
set to create an everlasting emotion 
long after guests have departed. In 
two simple words, the hotel is sexy 
and seductive.

A view from the exterior reveals 
a building that stands out during the 
day and radiates astonishingly at 
night. A unique feature of the hotel 

among others. Therefore, there is no 
need for the old-fashioned Guest 
Service Directory, as fast optic fibre 
wi-fi (first in Abuja hotels) is in place 
throughout the premises.

Furthermore, The Envoy Hotel 
sets a new standard in safety and 
security for hotel guests, with multi-

the hotel was constructed, thus 
resulting in the hotel being the 
first and only facility in Nigeria to 
be awarded a Level 2 Plus Global 
Lighthouse Certification in Security.

With that, The Envoy Hotel can 
indeed be described as the most 
secure hotel in Abuja.

Finally but not the least, En-
voy Hotel is unique because of 
its managers who are known for 
exceptional service delivery across 
the many markets they operate. The 
hotel is part of the Mantis Collection 
and Mantis is happy to make its first 
foot print outside Lagos in creating 
an exclusive, conducive and secure 
environment for prestigious guests 
to meet and do business devoid of 
fear or risk of movement. Beyond 
delivering on services and facilities, 
Mantis is assuring that at The Envoy, 
guests are close to home, especially 
from March 2018 when it officially 
opens its doors to the public.

With all these going for The 
Envoy Hotel, guests look forward 
to the new entrant setting a new 
benchmark in Abuja with regards 
to hospitality standards, product 
quality and service fit for royalty.

The Envoy Hotel: A new offering setting 
a benchmark in Abuja hospitality

is its approach to hospitality technol-
ogy. The hotel parades; hi-tech AV 
equipment that includes the use of 
iPads in the conference room, IPTV 
in rooms that allow for the com-
munication of guests with the front 
desk, other key areas within the hotel 
and information about the local area, 

layer security concept 
specifically designed 
for sophisticated trav-
elers. Further to its 
infrastructure and 
installations, security 
is independently au-
dited, a global security 
certification compa-
ny was brought in 
at construction level 
and provided recom-
mendations regard-
ing security issues, 
that were taken into 
consideration when 
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ART backs airline operators 
position on Single African Sky

P
resident of the Avia-
t i o n  Ro u n d  Tab l e 
(ART), Gabriel Olowo 
has backed the posi-
tion of airline opera-

tors on the implementation of 
the Single African Air Transport 
Market (SAATM) stating that 
Nigerian airlines and the na-
tion’s economy will remain at a 
disadvantage.

In his personal submissions 
made available to Nigerianflight-
deck.com via mail, he however 
said the world would not con-
tinue to wait for Nigeria to get 
it right because the countries 
business environment inhibits 
the evolution of strong carriers.

Olowo who said that the 

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

T
he Chairman/Chief Ex-
ecutive, National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agen-
cy, NDLEA, Muhammad 

Mustapha Abdallah is to chair 
the first annual Africa Target-
ing Working Group meeting of 
International Drug Enforcement 
Conference, (IDEC).

The meeting will be held at 
the Capital Menlyn Main Hotel 
in Pretoria, South Africa from 
January 23 to 24, 2018.

The invitation is at the in-
stance of United States’ Drug 
Enforcement Administration, 
USDEA which is the key facilita-
tor of IDEC. According to Andre 
Kellum who conveyed the in-
vitation, “We here at DEA are 
sincerely appreciative of your 
support and efforts in the battle 

NDLEA boss chairs African Regional 
counter-narcotic meeting 

against drug crimes.”
According to Jonah Achema, 

Principal Staff Officer, Public 
Affairs, the purpose of the Af-
rica Targeting Working Group 
meeting is to discuss the Drug 
Trafficking Organizations oper-
ating throughout Africa with 
drug trafficking networks cut-
ting across borders. The meeting 
is also to prepare the African 
region for the forthcoming IDEC 
meeting in Rotterdam, Nether-
lands in April 2018.

Abdallah has described the 
invitation as a product of Nige-
ria’s leading role in ensuring that 
the entire Africa region is on the 
same page in combating the illicit 
drug trafficking challenge.

The Chairman further said: 
“This alarming trend in the 
emergence of new psychoactive 
substances both synthetic and 
plant based has further rein-
forced the need for regional and 
multi-lateral cooperation against 
Drug Trafficking Organizations.”

He stressed that “this meet-
ing coming up very early in the 
year is a warning sign to the 
drug trafficking organizations 
that this year 2018 will be full of 
troubles for their organizations 
and networks.”

The Agency under the leader-
ship of Abdallah has continued 
to enjoy robust training and 
logistic support and exchange 
of intelligence from the interna-
tional partners.

T
he A350-1000, the new-
est member of Airbus’ 
leading Wide-body fam-
ily, has embarked on a 

three-week Demonstration Tour 
to the Middle-East and Asia-
Pacific region.

The Demonstration tour fol-
lows the completion of a success-
ful flight test campaign, which 
lasted less than one year and cul-
minated in joint EASA and FAA 
type certification, demonstrating 
the aircraft’s excellent design, 
performance and maturity. 

 The A350-1000 tour comes 
ahead of the first customer de-
livery to Qatar Airways in the 
coming weeks.

 D u r i n g  t h e  t o u r,  t h e 
A350-1000 flight test aircraft 
(MSN065) will visit 12 desti-
nations to demonstrate the 
aircraft’s exclusive features to 
airlines. The itinerary will see 

A350-1000 begins demonstration tour in 
the Middle-East, Asia-Pacific

  ...Says operators, despite negligence, could have aided each other
AON’s arguments were brilliant, 
sound and forever valid; how-
ever, said the airlines, despite 
government’s negligence, should 
have been proactive to evolve 
solutions to grow themselves.

His words,” Nigeria, its Air-
lines and the economy will 
remain disadvantaged AS IS 
to Europe, Americas, Near & 
Middle East and Asia as long 
as stake holders (Government 
& Operators) lack the will to 
evolve strong players in the 
sector.”

“In the event that Govern-
ment is not forthcoming with 
solution to the myriad of prob-
lems rightly identified by AON, 
why shouldn’t operators be 
innovative enough to evolve 
synergistic solutions derivable 
from collaborations, mergers and 

or acquisitions rather than the 
present parasitic Competition 
going on in the market place as 
it were in last 4 decades? Small 
and Disunited Carriers!!!”

“But Africa will not continue 
to wait for Nigeria when the 
rest of the world is progressing 
with open skies and free market 
economies just because Nigeria 
Airlines and its business envi-
ronment inhibit the evolution 
of strong carriers.”

“The truth is ICAO and IATA 
are pushing for it, ditto other 
strong economic partners of Ni-
geria and it will happen sooner 
than later. We must put our acts 
together if we also don’t want 
to continue to lose in Africa 
with negative balance of trade 
as it were presently with other 
markets.”

part numbers and Same Type 
Rating. 

 As well as having a lon-
ger fuselage to accommodate 
40 more passengers than the 
A350-900 (in a typical 3-class 
configuration), the A350-1000 
also features a modified wing 
trailing-edge, new six-wheel 
main landing gears and more 
powerful Rolls-Royce Trent 
XWB-97 engines. 

 Along with the A350-900, 
the A350-1000 is shaping the 
future of air travel by offering 
unprecedented levels of effi-
ciency and unrivaled comfort in 
its ‘Airspace’ cabin. 

 With its additional capac-
ity the A350-1000 is perfectly 
tailored for some of the busiest 
long-haul routes. To date 11 
customers from five continents 
have placed orders for a total of 
169 A350-1000s.ic

it travel over 30,000 nautical 
miles / 55,500 kilometres, with 
stops in Doha, Muscat, Hong 
Kong, Seoul,  Taipei,  Hanoi, 
Singapore, Bangkok, Sydney, 
Auckland, Tokyo and Manila.

The aircraft will stop for sev-
eral days in Singapore, where it 
will be on static display from 6 
to 8 February at the Singapore 
Airshow 2018.

 MSN065 is one of the three 
Airbus A350-1000 test aircraft 
and is equipped with a fully 
functional cabin (40 business 
class, 36 economy plus class 
and 219 comfort economy class 
seats). The demonstration flights 
will be operated by Airbus flight 
test crews.

 The A350-1000 is the lat-
est member of the A350 XWB 
family, showing high level of 
commonality with the A350-
900 with 95% common systems 

Olowo

Abdallah
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T
he Centre on Global 
Health Security at 
Chatham House, the 
Global Health Cen-
tre at the Graduate 

Institute and the International 
Federation of Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers and Associa-
tions (IFPMA) recently stated 
that the 2018-2019 African 
Global Health Leaders Fellow-
ship has been established.

 The Centre on Global Health 
Security at Chatham House, 
headed by Professor David L 
Heymann, examines key global 
health challenges and how they 
manifest themselves as prob-
lems of international affairs and 
global politics. It seeks to inform 
policy by offering evidence-
based, politically and economi-
cally feasible solutions that help 
decision-makers around the 
world take actions that improve 
global health security. It does 
so by conducting independent 
research and analysis and fa-
cilitating discourse between the 
international affairs and public 
health communities.

 The Global Health Centre 
(GHC) at the Graduate Institute 
is a leading research centre on 
health as a global governance 
challenge and a centre of ex-
cellence in global health diplo-
macy worldwide. It contributes 
regularly to setting agendas 
in global health governance, 
instruments and diplomacy. 
Its prime location in Geneva 
enables the GHC to perform a 
platform function and conven-
ing role among a wide-range of 
stakeholders. It has positioned 
itself and is recognised in Ge-
neva as a first entry point for 
policy discussions within a 
neutral academic space.

While the IFPMA represents 
the research-based pharma-
ceutical companies and asso-
ciations across the globe. The 
research-based pharmaceutical 
industry’s 2 million employees 
discover, develop, and deliver 
medicines and vaccines that im-
prove the life of patients world-
wide. Based in Geneva, IFPMA 
has official relations with the 
United Nations and contributes 
industry expertise to help the 
global health community find 
solutions that improve global 
health.

 IFPMA with support of 
some members sponsoring this  
fellowship are Amgen, Eisai, 
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), John-

Optimism increases for future of health in Africa (1)
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son & Johnson (J&J), Menarini, 
Merck Sharp and Dohme (MSD), 
Novartis, Pfizer, Shionogi, and 
Takeda.

 There have been changes in 
Sub-Saharan African countries 
that has helped them improve 
in terms of economic growth, a 
growing middle class, a healthi-
er, more productive and increas-
ingly more educated and skilled 
workforce and increased politi-
cal stability. It doesn’t mean that 
there have been no trials how-
ever, the advancements cannot 

be overlooked.
 To celebrate this occurrence, 

the three signing partners re-
quested evolving leaders and 
fellows of the West African 
Global Health Leaders Fellow-
ship ─ the predecessor of the 
new fellowship, to converse 
the successes and challenges 
athwart the continent, compris-
ing the best hopeful methods for 
refining healthcare schemes and 
the actualisation of Universal 
Health Coverage (UHC).

 “We are very proud of this 
fellowship partnership with 
Chatham House and the Global 
Health Centre at the Graduate 
Institute, to whom we give our 
full support to operate freely in 
terms of program implementa-
tion and selection of the fellows. 
Our hope is that investing in 
Africa’s future health leaders 
will ultimately bring meaning-
ful change, benefiting directly 
the population while making a 
stronger case for strengthening 
its healthcare system.” Thomas 
Cueni, IFPMA Director General, 
said.

 For Ilona Kickbusch, Direc-
tor, Global Health Centre, the 
Graduate Institute, “The Global 
Health Centre will support fel-
lows to explore and discover the 
interconnectedness of global 
health and the complexities 

of global health diplomacy in 
Geneva, linking the global with 
the national level and spanning 
across different sectors.”

 David Heymann, Head of 
the Centre on Global Health 
Security at Chatham House 
said: “We are very pleased that 
the fellows from our first cohort 
have been able to contribute to 
public health development in 
their own countries while being 
mentored through the fellow-
ship programme. It is important 
that they continue to contribute 
in their own countries applying 
the skills they developed during 
their year as fellows, and that 
they have agreed to serve as 
mentors to future fellows in the 
programme.”

 Echoing the same line of 
thought is Matshidiso Moeti, 
Regional Director for Africa, 
World Health Organisation who 
said “It is my hope that today’s 
fellows will be tomorrow’s 
mentors, taking this fellowship 
programme to the scale needed 
to achieve continent-wide im-
pact. We all know that Africa’s 
burgeoning youth population 
requires rethinking how we 
deliver healthcare to this popu-
lation group, and how to expand 
the human resources capac-
ity to deliver quality health 
services adequately to all who 

…as African Global Health Leaders Fellowship is launched
KEMI AJUMOBI

need them.”
“Solving our region’s biggest 

public health challenges can 
only be achieved by innovative 
African-led solutions, which 
combine global frameworks 
with local.” Ritgak Tilley-Gyado, 
Consultant Health Specialist, 
World Bank; West Africa Global 
Health Leaders Fellow, Centre 
on Global Health Security, Ni-
geria, stated.

 Also, Ama Pokuaa Fenny 
Research Fellow, Institute of 
Statistical, Social and Economics 
Research, University of Ghana; 
West Africa Global Health Lead-
ers Fellow, Centre on Global 
Health Security, Ghana is of the 
opinion that “We need to pay at-
tention to leadership in health, 
or else we miss our opportunity 
to produce efficient health sys-
tems that keep us all healthy.”

 The fellowship encourages 
the advancement of the next 
generation of public health front-
runners in Africa. The goal is 
to assist fellows from Africa 
cultivate the understanding, vi-
sion and abilities to work within 
their own countries to create and 
carry out result driven strategies 
and to serve as the next group 
of leaders. It forms abilities in 
governance, strategy exploration 
and invention, as well as world-
wide health diplomacy.

For Ilona Kickbusch, 
Director, Global Health 

Centre, the Graduate 
Institute, “The Global 

Health Centre will sup-
port fellows to explore 
and discover the inter-

connectedness of global 
health and the com-

plexities of global health 
diplomacy in Geneva, 

linking the global with 
the national level and 

spanning across differ-
ent sectors
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The  Kwara House of assem-
bly Committee on Health 
and Environment has ap-

pealed to the state Government 
to upgrade facilities in all the 
state owned health institutions 
to enable them provide qualita-
tive health services to residents 
of the state.

Ahmed lbn-Mohammed, the 
Chairman of the Committee on Fri-
day made the appeal during visits 
to some state government owned 
hospitals in Ilorin,  the state capital.

 Ibn-Mohamned who was 
in company of a member of 
the Committee, Honourable 
AbdukRafiu AbdulRahman 
expressed sadness over what he 
described as obsolete equipment 
available in hospitals visited.

The Committee Chairman 
noted that none of the state gov-
ernment owned hospitals can 
adequately attend to emergency 
situations of any kind with the 
present facilities on ground, add-
ing that there is no substitute to 
functional health in any society, 

There is hope for Nigeria in 
keeping with the increasing 
demand for quality health-

care in the country; the Nigerian 
Bar Association Section on Busi-
ness Law (NBA-SBL) in collabora-
tion with BeyHealth Consulting 
is canvassing for patients’ right in 
the healthcare industry.

 The breadth of health-related 
socioeconomic challenges faced 
by African population is often 
complicated by a recognisable pat-
tern of weakened accountability; 
inequalities and chronic under-
funding of health and social care 
systems and absence of coherent 
administrative systems necessary 
to service quality excellence and 
enforceable legislation across the 
region.

 Driven by this principle, the 
firms continuously strives to 
provide international standards 
of healthcare of a medico-legal 
framework for maintaining pro-
fessional performance standards, 
support consumer protection, 
enhance patient safety standards 
and service quality excellence on 
behalf of the general public.

 Adetokunbo Shitta-Bey, CEO, 
BeyHealth Consulting and Bey-
Health Foundation for Health and 
Social Care said the theme of this 
year’s conference is ‘Medicine, 

Firm canvases for patients’ right in 
Nigerian healthcare industry  

Assembly committee on health seeks 
upgrading of health facilities in Kwara
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that provision of qualitative 
health to residents of the state 
should be a social service.

At the Sobi specialist Hospital 
in Ilorin, the Chairman of the 
committee wondered why the 
oxygen plant meant to serve the 
North Central part of Nigeria is 
in the state of disrepair for years.

He said the committee will 
investigate why the oxygen 
plant put in place with millions 
of naira by the state government 
is no more functioning.

The Chief medical Director 
of the hospital, Sanni Musa, 
while addressing the committee 
identified lack of portable water, 
obsolete equipment, epileptic 
power supply and inadequate 
workforce as challenges facing 
the hospital.

Musa lamented that the hos-
pital which was established in 
1983 cannot meet its obligations 
of the health needs for residents 
of the state following costs from 
the state government.

At the Children Specialist 
Hospital  Centre lgboro also in 
Ilorin, the Chairnan Medical 

Accountability and Law’, is an 
important one because Nigerians 
are facing numerous challenges in 
the Nigeria health sector. 

 “Not only do we have to look 
at the doctors and nurses, but also 
at the issues that involves their 
professional performance and 
how regulated the sector is. When 

Advisory Committee at the hos-
pital who represented the Chief 
Medical Director , Mosunmola 
Folorunsho and a medical officer 
with the Hospital, Kudirat Lambs 
called for the upgrading of the 
hospital.

The two medical practitioners 

we begin to do that, we can then 
look at the level of protection the 
patient actually has from poor 
performance and other issues like 
that,” Shitta-Bey said.

 Shitta-Bey further said that 
patients go to Medical and Dental 
Council Tribunal, but most of these 
cases are not prosecuted in the 

identified obsolete equipment, 
lack of electricity and meager 
monthly tuning cost as chal-
lenges facing the hospital.

The Chairman of the commit-
tee while addressing the man-
agement staff of the Civil Service 
Clinic in Ilorin informed that a 

court of law.
 “There is a lot that can be done 

at the point the incident takes 
place, to the time when the pa-
tient gets justice. It comes back to 
regulating the healthcare industry.

  “Insurance is a huge part of 
that. When there is medical insur-
ance, it will indemnify the patient 

sum of N200 million had been 
approved in 2018 budget for the 
renovation of the hospital.

He advised the hospital man-
agement to further improve on 
the sanitary condition of the 
hospital to keep communicable 
diseases away.

against any negligence that comes 
from the Doctor’s practice, because 
there is a source that will pay out if 
there is a problem; this will help us 
to improve performance standard 
and safety regulations” he added.

 Olumide Akpata, Chairman, 
Nigerian Bar Association said, 
“What we are looking at now is 
how to protect the patient and 
also create a new area of practice, 
because we want more lawyers 
practicing in this area to help the 
patient get justice, we know it is 
systemic and we want to improve 
the regulation by advocating pa-
tient rights.

  “There is a board acceptance 
of the need for an accountability 
framework designed to ensure 
service quality and regulation of 
patient safety standards at all level 
of practice throughout the health-
care sector” said Babatunde Iru-
kera, Director General, Consumer 
Protection Council, while speaking 
on the consumer protection and 
patient safety standard.

 “The most important thing is 
that for those people who con-
sume healthcare services which 
is all Nigerians in some senses, 
is for them to know their rights, 
demand for them, and insist on 
their rights and the healthcare 
providers should be able to know 
those rights and render them” 
Irukera added.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, ILORIN

ANTHONIA OBOKOH

L-R: Olumide Akpata, Chairman, Nigerian Bar Association Section on Business Law (NBA-SBL), C. Ekwekwu, 
Shuaibu Belgore, representing the Minister of State for Health, Federal Rep. of Nigeria,  Adetokunbo Shitta-Bey, 
CEO/DIRECTOR, Clinical Governance & Education, BeyHealth Consulting/BeyHealth Foundation for Health & 
Social Care, and  Aleno Ann Roberts, Senior Lecturer, College of Medicine UNILAG
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Thomas Dennerby

N
igeria’s  Minister 
of Sports, Barrister 
Solomon Dalung, 
Chairman of the 
Senate Committee 

on Sports, Chief Obinna Ogba 
and NFF President Amaju Pin-
nick have pumped up the spirit 
of the Super Eagles ahead of 
Sunday’s 2018 African Nations 
Championship clash with An-
gola in Tangier.

Dalung, Ogba and Pinnick 
spoke during a visit to the camp 
of the Eagles. Nigeria finished 
top of Group C and take on 
Group D runners –up Angola 
at the Stade Ibn Batouta in the 
third quarter –final on Sunday 
evening.

Dalung said: “I want to ap-
preciate you for all that you 
have done so far. Nigerians are 
very happy with you and now 
we have hope that the future 
of our football is bright.

“Our President is a sports 
loving President and he is fol-
lowing everything that is going 
on here. I can tell you honestly 
that he is waiting eagerly to 
receive you after this tourna-
ment must have ended and you 
have won the trophy. Always 
remember that you are carry-
ing the hopes and aspirations 
of 180 million, football –pas-
sionate people. So be ready to 
fight for your country on the 
pitch and make your people 
happy.

“Don’t be distracted. Ev-
erything you need has been 
provided as the NFF President 
has said, so it is now left to you 
to show that desire and hunger 

The Nigeria Football Fed-
eration (NFF) has signed 
an agreement with top 

Swedish football coach, Thomas 
Dennerby, to take the role of 
Head Coach of Eight –time Af-
rican Champions, the Super Fal-
cons.  The contract also enables 
Dennerby to come into the job 
with an assistant, Jorgen Peters-
son, another highly experienced 
Swedish coach recommended by 
Dennerby.

Dennerby, who spent nine 
years with Hammarby IF of 
Allsvesnkan and played in the 
European Cup in 1983 and 1985, 
won 34 caps for Swedish ju-
nior teams between 1975 and 
1981. He coached the Swedish 
Women’s Senior Team between 
2005 and 2012, during which 
the team played at the 2008 and 
2012 Olympics and the 2007 
and 2011 FIFA World Cup finals, 
winning bronze at the latter 

ANTHONY NLEBEM

CHAN 2018: Dalung, Ogba, Pinnick 
rally support for Eagles

NFF names Swedish coach Dennerby for Super Falcons
ANTHONY NLEBEM

to succeed.”
In his op ening remarks, 

NFF President Amaju Pinnick 
said: “I want you guys to stand 
up and give the Honourable 
Minister a round of applause. 
We had an event in Casablanca 
earlier today and when we 
finished, I asked if he would 
want to speak to the team be-
fore returning to Nigeria (on 
Friday). Without hesitation he 
said yes. So we had to travel 

by road for over 4 hours to see 
you. That shows the heart of a 
leader and a father.

“He has also ensured that 
we have your monies  (for 
bonuses, allowances) for this 
competition from first game 
to the Final game on February 
4, so the ball is now in your 
court. As a Federation, the 
NFF is very proud of you and 
what you have done so far. We 
believe in you. We know you 

can make history and win this 
tournament for Nigeria for the 
first time. Please stay focused, 
determined and disciplined. 
Give your 100% and even more 
to make sure this trophy goes 
to Nigeria.”

Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Sports and a for-
mer NFF Board Member, Chief 
Obinna Ogba, had this to say: 
“You guys have no reason to be 
intimidated by any one or any 

tournament. He also served time 
as youth coach for Stockholm FA 
and worked in various capaci-
ties for former club Hammarby 
between 1993 and 2001.

More recently, he did scout-
ing and analyses for the Swedish 
FA at the 2013 and 2017 Euro-
pean Championships, the 2016 
Olympics and the 2015 FIFA 
Women’s World Cup in Canada.

Petersson has worked with 
several top Swedish clubs includ-
ing Moheda IF, Osters IF, Vaxjo, 
Alvesta Golf, IFK Varmamo, Mal-
mo FF, Kalmar FF and Linkop-
ings FC, was assistant coach of 
the Swedish U23 women team 
between 2006-2012 and scouted 
for the Swedish women national 
team at last year’s European 
Championship.

The appointment is in line 
with the pledge made by NFF 
President, Amaju Pinnick, to get 
a world –class coach to take the 
Super Falcons and other women 
national teams to the next level 

(of competing creditably and for 
laurels at global championships), 
and who would also work as-
siduously with the Federation 
to ensure robust development of 
women football in Nigeria. Pin-
nick expressed delight that the 
process had gone smoothly and 
assured the coaches of a good 
conducive working environment 
to achieve the set milestones.

“The NFF decided to go for a 

coach of the caliber of Thomas 
Dennerby for three reasons: to 
sustain and enhance the Super 
Falcons’ dominance on the Af-
rican scene; to take the Falcons 
and the other women teams to 
the next level of challenging for 
laurels at global competitions 
like the Olympics and the FIFA 
World Cup and; to generally lay 
the foundation for the real devel-
opment of women’s football in 

team here. We are giants of Af-
rica and we must show it on the 
pitch any time we play. I must 
say that you guys are lucky be-
cause of the kind of NFF board 
currently in place. I have been a 
board member before so I know 
what I am saying.

“Now, there is foresight and 
passion. This NFF leadership 
takes your welfare as their top 
priority and that is why we 
always ensure swift appropria-
tion at the Senate, and the Na-
tional Assembly generally. Now 
we can play this game both on 
the pitch and in the boardroom. 
Listen to your coaches, be disci-
plined, be committed and never 
be afraid or intimidated.”

In his response, team captain 
and first –choice goalkeeper 
Ikechukwu Ezenwa said: “It is a 
privilege to be here to represent 
Nigeria. From our first day in 
camp we spoke to ourselves and 
decided on the slogan, ‘Opera-
tion Do Nigeria Proud.’

“We are very focused and 
determined and our approach 
is to take it one at a time. We 
want to appreciate President 
Muhammadu Buhari, GCFR 
for his interest in our success. 
We will continue to work hard 
to ensure that we present this 
CHAN trophy to him in Nigeria. 
We also want to say a big thank 
you to the Sports Minister, our 
lawmakers and the NFF presi-
dent for all that they have done 
and are still doing for us.”

Edward Gyang Pwajok, SAN, 
a member of the House of Rep-
resentatives was also present 
during the visit alongside Bitrus 
Bewarang, NFF Technical Di-
rector.

our country,” Shehu Dikko, NFF 
2nd Vice President/Chairman of 
Strategy, told thenff.com.

Dikko added: “Dennerby will 
live in Nigeria most of the time 
and support the other women 
teams whenever he has the time. 
The contract is until the 2020 
Olympics in Tokyo in the initial, 
with the right for automatic 
renewal subject to meeting per-
formance milestones as agreed. 
He will be in Nigeria very soon 
for the public unveiling.

“The NFF Technical and Devel-
opment Committee has already 
shortlisted three Nigerians to 
work with Messrs Dennerby and 
Petersson as assistant coaches and 
goalkeeper trainer. These three 
will resume work soon to start 
preparing the team for the upcom-
ing WAFU Cup of Nations in Cote 
d’Ivoire pending the resumption 
of Dennerby and Petersson.”

The three coaches who will 
work with Dennerby and Pe-
tersson will be announced soon.



Dalung, NFF, LMC mourn Deji Tinubu
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Late Deji Tinubu

T
he Minister of Youth 
and S p orts,  Solo-
mon Dalung has ex-
pressed deep shock 
about the sudden 

death of the first Chairman of 
the Lagos State Sports Com-
mission, Deji Tinubu.

Dalung described the death 
as too shocking and sudden 
to be true, added that late 
board member of the Nigeria 
Football Federation was a 
progressive Nigerian who re-
alised and pursued the dream 
of a greater and better Nigeria 
through sports development.

“We have interacted so 
well over the last couple of 
months since the Lagos State 
Government through him as 
the Chairman of Lagos State 
Sports Commission and Spe-
cial Adviser to his Excellency 
on Sports, muted the idea of 
renovating the National Sta-
dium in Lagos.

“His level of intelligence 
and calmness in the face of 
challenges was excellent,’’ a 
statement by his Chief Press 
Secretary, Nneka Ikem-Ani-
beze.

“Working closely with him 
over the last one year on the 
proposed Lagos National Sta-
dium project reinforced my 
belief that with the help of 
bright young Nigerians, the 
country will be great again.’’

Daluing described the late 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Sports Vision Media as a com-

The new Chivita 100% 
Limited Edition packs 
featuring leading foot-

ball stars, have been gener-
ating buzz and a lot of ex-
citement from soccer fans, 
fruit juice consumers and 
marketing communications 
observers’ across Nigeria. The 
packs have drawn favourable 
reviews for their ability to 
build affinity by creating an 
opportunity for consumers 
to identify with renowned 
football stars like Zlatan Ibra-
himovic, Paul Pogba, David 
De Gea and Anthony Martial 
who know the importance 
of a healthy and complete 
breakfast.

Introduced as part of the 
“Breakfast with the Stars” 
campaign, the Chivita 100% 
Limited Edition packs are a 
great way of encouraging a 
healthy lifestyle, while pro-
viding inspiration to achieve 

ANTHONY NLEBEM

plete gentleman and a perfect 
role model to young journal-
ists who wished to tap from 
his abundant wealth of expe-
rience.

“Tinubu, a complete gentle-
man, was humble to a fault. He 
was one of those few journal-
ists who blazed the trail in 
their chosen careers and meta-
morphosed into sports admin-
istration when he became the 
Chairman of the Lagos State 
Football Association.

“He was also elected as an 
Executive Board member of 
the Nigeria Football Federa-
tion,’’ he said.

Dalung prayed that God 

100% success. The Chivita 
100% Limited Edition packs 
seek to motivate, and drive 
aspirational connection be-
tween consumers and their 
favourite football stars, as 
well as promote an active 
lifestyle through a complete 
breakfast and celebration of 
100% achievement.

Sola Bamgboye, a dieti-
cian, stressed that like many 
Nigerians, he is very passion-
ate about football. He noted 
that by bringing renowned 
football icons to the break-
fast table, the Chivita 100% 
Limited Edition packs are a 
fascinating way of maintain-
ing connection to the game 
whilst promoting complete 
breakfast habits for individu-
als and families.

“I always look forward to 
having my glass of Chivita 
100% every morning as part 
of my complete breakfast 

consoled the Lagos State Gov-
ernor, Akinwunmi Ambode 
and give the good people of 
Lagos, the sports fraternity 
and his immediate family 
members the fortitude to bear 
this painful loss.

Also, the Nigeria Football 
Federation and the entire Ni-
gerian Football fraternity are 
in utter shock over the death.

“The death of Ayodeji Ti-
nubu came as a rude shock. It 
was like a knife through the 
heart. The NFF and the Nige-
rian Football family have lost 
a great member, friend and 
supporter.

“A s  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t 

diet because of its immense 
nutritional benefits. Like the 
football icons on the Chivita 
100% Limited Edition packs, 
we all strive for a healthy 
lifestyle driven by preference 
for a wholesome breakfast 
beverage choice. The Limited 
Edition packs are an interest-
ing way of deepening that 
connection, so we can stay 
inspired to achieve success like 
these football stars,” he added.

For Chidi Nwani, a brand 
analyst with Adage Market-
ing Consult, brands more than 
ever before are making con-
scious efforts to align with the 
aspirations of consumers.

“Consumers are attracted 
to brands that deliver quality, 
creativity and excitement. It 
fosters both physical and emo-
tional connection for consum-
ers when brands create unique 
and compelling brand experi-
ences like Chivita 100% Fruit 

(Sports) to Governor Akin-
wunmi Ambode, he helped 
to actualize the hosting of the 
2nd CAF Beach Soccer Cup 
of Nations in Lagos State in 
December 2016. He had also 
been in the forefront of other 
projects in which Lagos State 
was partnering the NFF before 
he was posted from Sports to 
become the Governor’s SA on 
Commerce earlier this month,” 
said Barrister Seyi Akinwun-
mi, NFF 1st Vice President.

NFF President, Amaju Pin-
nick also expressed shock 
over the death Deji Tinubu: 
“Earlier this month, we were 
all together in Accra, Ghana 
for the AITEO-CAF Awards. 
He was in the entourage of 
Governor Ambode, and was 
his usual lively self.

“In truth, we cannot find 
the right words to mourn with 
Governor Ambode and the 
Lagos State Government. This 
is heart –rending. However, 
we find solace in the fact that 
Ayodeji Tinubu has gone to 
rest, and that he left giant foot-
prints in the sands of time. We 
pray that the Almighty God 
will comfort the entire Lagos 
State Government structure 
and grant his widow and the 
children the fortitude to bear 
the big loss.”

The League Management 
Company (LMC) on Friday 
mourned the sudden death of 
the former Special Adviser to 
the Lagos State Governor on 
Sports, Deji Tinubu, describing 
his death a as pathetic.

The Media Officer of LMC, 

the apex ruling body of the 
Nigeria Professional Football 
League (NPFL), Harry Iwuala, 
said he would be missed by all.

Iwuala described Tinubu 
as a personality who gave his 
all for sports and was always 
ready to bring out policies 
that would support grassroots 
development of sports.

“It is a sympathetic situ-
ation in the world of sports 
which Tinubu represents. I 
deeply sympathise with the 
sports family in Lagos State.

“Tinubu gave his all for 
sports, he contributed im-
mensely and he is a lover of 
grassroots sports; he is always 
seen around the stadium so 
he not only talked about it, he 
lived it.

“I really don’t know how 
best to describe his contribu-
tions because his contribu-
tions within these few years 
to sports is immeasurable.

“Talking about football, he 
also gave it all, his support to 
the league is what is in every-
body’s lips, what he has done 
for the clubs representing 
Lagos was fantastic,’’ he said.

The former Lagos State 
Sports Commission (LSSC) boss 
slumped and died while tak-
ing part in a novelty football 
match at the ongoing retreat/
meeting organised by the 
Lagos State Government for 
commissioners and special 
advisers.

He was immediately rushed 
to Epe General Hospital after 
he slumped but later con-
firmed dead. 

…. Say death pathetic

Chivita 100% edition packs creates air of excitement amongst consumers
Juice has done by introducing 
the Limited Edition packs as 
part of its “Breakfast with the 
Stars” campaign. It is delight-
ful to see how the new packs 
showcase the best of both 
worlds — the best soccer stars 
in the world, as well as the best 
fruit juice for a complete and 
healthy breakfast,” he stated.

According to Chi Limited’s 
Head of Marketing, Probal 
Bhattacharya, the Chivita 
100% Limited Edition packs 
have elicited a lot of positive 
reviews not only because it 
connects with the consumers 
through football but also fits 
into their lifestyle choices by 
being an indispensable part of 
their healthy breakfast.

“These football stars are a 
source of inspiration to mil-
lions of Nigerians, and it is 
the dream of many football 
enthusiasts to meet these 
stars. With the Chivita 100% 

Limited Edition Packs, we 
have brought excitement and 
smiles to the consumers by 
bringing these stars closer 
to them, while they share in 
their achievements and enjoy 
complete breakfast moments 
with them,” he noted.

Widely preferre d as  a 
healthy beverage addition 
to breakfast, Chivita 100% is 
made from real natural fruits 
with no added sugar, no arti-
ficial colours and no preser-
vatives. It is ideal for health-
conscious consumers who 
desire a range of refreshing 
and nourishing fruit choices 
for a complete breakfast diet.

The Chivita 100% Limited 
Edition Packs are available 
in 1Litre packs across its six 
variants of Real Orange, Real 
Apple, Real Pineapple, Red 
Grape, Orange Pineapple and 
Orange Mango, and will be on 
the market shelf till stocks last.
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Week
Quotes of the

“Tell them Ekiti is a no-go area. 
My state is a no-go area. Those who 
want to make Ekiti ungovernable are 
wasting their time. Don’t kill anybody 
but defend your towns. Keep vigil on 
Ekiti. Don’t sleep again. Arise and 
fight for our people. How can the 
life of a cow be worth more than 
the life of men? My hunters! Go and 
represent me well. If you have juju, 
use it. Make them (herdsmen) sleep 
off. Anything you have, use it. Make 
sure your people are not killed.” - Ekiti 
State governor, Ayodele Fayose, ad-
dressing hunters from the 16 local 
government areas of the state during 
an emergency security summit on 
Thursday.

“We wish to draw the attention of 
the national and international com-
munities to the fact that Benue state 
has come under a deliberate, well 
planned and well funded siege. What 
started in Guma and Logo is a clear 
statement of the evil and devastating 
plan against the state. Our invaders 
do not care which political party we 
belong to, they don’t care where we 
worship. They do not care about our 
age and gender. All they care is to 
annihilate us, to obliterate us from 
Benue Valley so that their cattle can 
graze and drink freely from rivers 
in the state. History beckons and 
we must rise to the challenge which 
our forefathers confronted and sur-
mounted.” – Benue State governor, 
Samuel Ortom, during the mass 
burial of those recently killed by 
Fulani herdsmen in Logo and Guma 
LGAs of the state, on Thursday.

“We need to see Mr. President’s 
visit to comfort us. Yes, he has sent 
his Minister of Interior, the DIG of 
Police but I feel Mr. President has to 
come himself to justify that Benue 
people voted for him. There is dif-
ference between going yourself and 
sending somebody. The picture will 
not be the same. Even if he comes and 
spend 10 minutes, we will feel better. 
When he comes himself, his whole 
being will be here and the impact on 
the people will be greater than send-
ing representatives.” – Tor Tiv, Prof. 
James Ayatse, addressing newsmen 
in Gboko.

I
n the late 20th century, US petrodollar 
dominated the world economy. In the 
21st century, we are witnessing the rise 
of the Chinese petroyuan. The former 
grew on the back of postwar growth 

in the advanced economies; the latter is 
fueled by industrialization in emerging and 
developed economies.

Ac c ording to SWIF T,  US dollar  st i l l 
accounts for 39% of international payments, 
as opposed to the euro (33%), the English pound 
(7%), Japanese yen (3%) and Chinese yuan (28%). 
But times are changing.

In October, China established a payment 
versus payment (PVP) system for transactions 
involving Chinese yuan and Russian ruble. 
The China Foreign Exchange Trade System 
(CFETS) hopes to launch similar systems with 
other currencies based on China’s huge multi-
decade, multi-trillion One Belt One Road (OBOR) 
initiatives.

While the OBOR will expand links between 
major economies in Asia, Africa, Europe and 
Latin America, many member countries are 
possible candidates for yuan-denominated 
payment transactions.

In December, Iran announced it would join 
the Russia-led Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) 
in early 2018. It has not deployed US dollar in 
foreign-trade transactions since the early 2010s. 
The EEU is also likely to have a central role in the 
OBOR, and thus in future yuan-denominated 
transaction systems.

Rise and eclipse of petrodollar
After the 1945 Yalta Conference, which 

effectively divided Europe, the ailing President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt met Saudi Arabia’s 
King Ibn Saud. Bypassing the Brits, FDR and 
Saud agreed to a secret deal, which required 

dollar trades. Oman, too, has a role in the plan, 
as evidenced by the Chinese contractors who 
are turning the dusty fishing village Duqm into 
a $10.7 billion Sino-Oman Industrial City.

If Saudi Arabia decides to adopt the yuan 
for some of its oil exports that would serve as a 
catalyst for a broader shift. And if major Chinese 
players will participate in Aramco’s initial public 
offering - a deal in which Hong Kong could serve 
as a venue for 5% stake ($100 billion) - that could 
sway Saudi views even further toward yuan.

As long as Washington, at least officially, 
supported global engagement, US dollar was 
sustained by America’s international alliances. 
With Trump’s “America First” stance, that era 
is fading. Pakistan is a case in point. When the 
White House suspended US aid to Pakistan, 
Islamabad announced that the Chinese yuan 
can be used for bilateral trade and investment 
activities. The latter will support the proposed 
Chinese-Pakistan $57 billion economic corridor 
- still another OBOR pillar.

Gradual, accumulative shift - unless…
US dollar’s coverage is slipping because 

structural conditions that supported its 
dominance have been softening since 1971. As 
long as emerging and developing economies 
depend on the US dollar, they remain exposed 
to US currency risk, US sovereign debt (which 
now accounts more than 106% of the US 
GDP), not to speak of the fluctuating politics 
of US sanctions regimes.  Still another U.S. 
government shutdown is a reminder of the 
structural fragility.

What we are witnessing is not an overnight 
effort to replace US dollar with Chinese yuan 
in international transactions, but a progressive 
shift to deploy yuan in those transactions in 
which Chinese economy plays a central role.

This shift is gradual, linear and accumulative. 
Today, global currency diversification is vital 
because an overconcentration of foreign assets 
denominated in the dollar could bring huge 
collateral damage.

However, if investors one day lose faith in 
the US dollar - say, due to a US debt crisis, a huge 
Trump policy blunder, a divisive bipartisan 
struggle for the White House, or still another 
military overstretch - the shift away from US 
dollar could turn disruptive, accelerative, and 
geometric.

T h e  c o m m e n t a r y  w a s  re l e a s e d  b y 
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Washington to provide Saudi Arabia military 
security in exchange for secure access to supplies 
of oil.

Despite periodic pressures, the pact survived 
for quarter of a century until the 1971 “Nixon 
Shock.” As the dire US economic prospects led 
President Nixon to the unilateral cancellation 
of the direct international convertibility of the 
US dollar to gold, the postwar Bretton Woods 
system of international financial exchange was 
replaced by a regime based on freely floating 
fiat currencies.

To deter the marginalization of US dollar, 
Nixon negotiated another deal, which ensured 
that Saudi Arabia would denominate all future 
oil sales in dollars, in exchange for US arms and 
protection. As other OPEC countries agreed to 
similar deals, global demand for US dollars - the 
“petrodollars” -soared.

The US-Saudi strategic partnership weathered 
seven decades of multiple regional wars. When 
the Fed began to pave way for rate hikes in 2014, 
the value of the dollar started to climb, though 
slower than expected. Oil prices plunged and are 
likely to stay relatively subdued for a protracted 
period. Nevertheless, President Trump signed 
a historical $110 billion arms deal with Saudi 
Arabia.

Ironically, oil markets remain priced in 
a currency that is burdened by debt and 
overstretch.

Rise of petroyuan
In the West, Chinese efforts are often 

portrayed as Beijing’s game to undermine the 
dollar’s global dominance. Yet, it is not in the 
interest of China to debunk the value of its US 
Treasuries, which are held in US dollars and still 
amount to $1.1 trillion. On the other hand, as the 
world’s leading oil importer, Chinese currency 
should have a central role in oil pricing.

Since 2012, China has hoped to price oil in 
yuan using gold-backed futures contracts in 
Shanghai. Yet, implementation depends on 
policymakers’ balancing act between market 
stability, which has been seen vital since the 
2015 market volatility, and internationalization, 
which would require reduced capital controls 
and intervention and which is needed to attract 
overseas oil traders and producers.

Many of China’s major oil suppliers in Russia, 
Middle East and Asia already accept the yuan 
in payment transactions. Russia, Iraq, Indonesia 
and other countries, many of which play vital 
role in the OBOR initiatives, have joined in non-
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