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Bush Walking  presents all 

sorts of surprises, large and 

small.. These maybe  two of 

the best, encountered during 

the walk on April 8th to 

Green Gully. 

 

These photos came from 

Greg Pridmore who is both a 

walker AND a photographer.  

Not one but TWO  Echidnas 

Did you ever see 
A falcon in a tree? 
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U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

 

The Office is located at the “Octopus”,  
opposite the Castle Motel in Duke Street, 

Castlemaine 
Office Hours are: 
Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
 
Website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

Phone: 5472 2249 

Email address: u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  
 

Current 2015 Subscription Fee $50.00  

 

Friday Coffee Morning  
Coffee Mornings are held on the first Friday of 

the month at 10.00 am in the Uniting Church Hall. 

 

Speaker for May 

Sue Sweetland, Audience Liaison Officer for the  

Australian National Academy of Music 

Hosts for May Coffee Morning, Singing Together  

 

Speaker for  June 

The Mayor of Castlemaine, Christine Henderson. 

 Deadline for the June 2015 Newsletter is MONDAY 25TH MAY 

THIRD THOUGHTS 

is available at  

 Coffee Mornings  

 The Information Centre @ Marketplace 

 The Community Information Centre 

 The Neighbourhood House 

 The Manse Classroom 

 The Office (Octopus) 

or viewed on the web.www.u3acastlemaine.com 

Any contributions to the Newsletter should be emailed to 
u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com or left at the office. 

U3A Castlemaine’s Contact Information  
Committee of Management 

President    Dick Mack  0411 244 103 u3acm.pres@gmail.com    
Vice-President   Max Clarke  5475 1220    u3acm.vicepr@gmail.com                            
Secretary     Rob Murdoch 0418 397 400 u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer     Peter Batten  0413 530 621   u3acm.treas@gmail.com  
Course Co-Ordinator  Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com  
Immediate Past President  Win Jodell  5472 3792  u3acm.ipp@gmail.com 
Volunteer Co-ordinator   Bev Orgill  5474 3050  u3acm.vol@gmail.com  
Communications Co-ordinator  Colleen Smith 0409 084 620 u3acm.commun@gmail.com  
Office Co-ordinator  Julie Roberts 0419 394 254  u3acm.office@gmail.com 
Events Co-ordinator     Joe Scoglio  5472 2396  u3acm.events@gmail.com 
 
Other Positions     
 
Network Representative  Dick Mack  0411 244 103 u3acm.pres@gmail.com  
Membership    Judy Sime  5472 3756  u3acm.members@gmail.com  
Newsletter Editor   Veronica Hurley 5472 1383  u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 
Course Administrator  Deidre McDougall 5447 9487  u3acastlemainecoursemanagement@gmail.com 
Assistant Secretary   Vacant 
Assistant Treasurer  Anet McDonald 5470 6497   
Computer Support       David Sime  5472 3756  u3acm.it@gmail.com 
Cake Roster/Raffle   Beryl Leavesley 5472 3182  berylleavesley@hotmail.com 
Celebrations/Tributes  Barbara Bunton 5472 3186  wil2bar@impulse.net.au     
Property    Hans van Gemert 5472 1082  elouera3@bigpond.com   
Trading Table   Audrey Richardson 5472 3867  keithaud@@gcom.net.au 
     Bev Orgill  5474 3050  philandbev@hotmail.com  
     Harvey Jacka 5470 5079  marionandharvey@gmail.com 
Website Manager   Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900  bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 
Office     P.O. Box 792 5472 2249  u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  
  

Website:  www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

Please remember to wear you 
badge to all U3A functions 
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“From the Presidential Palace” 

Dick Mack 0411 244 103 

 

By the time you read this, Rosalie and I will be floating along the Rhine River, pampering our-

selves as a reward after a hectic and rather stressful 15 months.  Vice President Max will be taking my place 

at the helm of U3A Castlemaine for the next six weeks. 

Recent events publicised in the media have had me thinking about the violence that seems to be growing in 

Australian society, both in the domestic home and in public places, and particularly against women.  I can’t 

help thinking that perhaps it’s an issue that we, as an organisation of  parents, grandparents, relatives, 

friends, neighbours, and colleagues, should be concerning ourselves about.  Perhaps there are members who 

have suffered violence themselves, or are aware of an  abusive relationship, or a child being bullied.  I don’t 

have any definite ideas, but I think it’s a conversation that we should be engaging with, to raise our own 

awareness of the signs of violence around us, and how we as individuals might draw attention to the issues.  

What do you think?  If you agree, how might we go about raising the issue?  If you would like to pass on 

any thoughts, please email me at my personal address – dickmack42@gmail.com.  Confidentiality guaran-

teed. 

I recently attended the 25th anniversary of U3A Bendigo – a very different affair from our own celebration 

in the Market Building 18 months ago, but equally reflecting the value they place on their founders and the 

way their vision has been put into practice. 

At least one class was inconvenienced recently by the disappearance of our new digital projector.  The use of 

this teaching tool is increasing, and class leaders must be diligent in recording its use and returning it imme-

diately it has been used. 

Several members of your Committee of Management attended a Governance workshop run for a number of 

local organisations.  While it affirmed that we are doing many things well, it highlighted some areas where 

we can improve in terms of strategic planning, and the conduct of meetings.  These things tend to happen 

behind the scenes but contribute greatly to a strong and vibrant organisation, focussed on meeting mem-

bers’ needs. 

In a personal capacity I sent a transcript of my recent Coffee Morning comment to Graeme Hookey, and   

received a very appreciative message back from him.  He clearly valued the support that was expressed at 

the meeting.  It highlights the strength of U3A as a community, rallying to those in distress and in need of 

comfort.  

And finally, a big thank you to all those 

who attended or sent their best wishes to 

Rosalie and me for our wedding last   

Saturday.  The weather was perfect, the 

bride was gorgeous (even the groom 

scrubbed up fairly well!) and all went 

completely to plan.  Your good thoughts 

were much appreciated. 

See you at the June Coffee Morning. 

Dick Mack 

 

 

 

mailto:dickmack42@gmail.com
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A Request from the Treasurer  

 
Is your background in finances or accounting? 

Or  
Do you have a good knowledge of how the 

 Castlemaine U3A works? 
 

Would  you be willing to attend a monthly financial 
meeting? 

Your insight and comments would be a valuable  
asset to the financial side of things  

 
Anyone interested, please contact the treasurer: 

Peter Batten – 0413 530 621 
u3acm.treas@gmail.com  

 COME JOIN US 
 

Here is a special trip of affirmative actions for the 
male petrol heads amongst the u3a membership. 
We welcome women who might wish to join us. 
   
 We will travel on the 8.06 am train and if enough 
people book we can arrange to have seats         
reserved for us from Castlemaine.   People might 
even chose to use their Seniors free travel ticket. 
Seniors/pensioner entry to the exhibition is $12. 
Lunch is suggested  in Fed Square or head along 
Swanston Street, to Gobals  great veggie 
food,  and return on the last off-peak train @ 3.15.  

 

 
 

Shifting Gear:  
Design, Innovation and 

the Australian Car  
Celebrate Australia’s proud history of automobile 
design and engineering with this new exhibition at 
NGV Australia. 

Shifting Gear: Design, Innovation and the Australi-
an Car reflects on the heyday of the Australian car 
industry by presenting some of our nation’s most 
iconic vehicles as objects of art and design. It also 
looks to the future of the automobile industry in this 
country and the shift from manufacturing, which 
has primarily serviced a local market, to being a 
global contributor through specialist expertise. 

The exhibition traces the development of the family 
car from its earliest form, as a steam-powered 
‘horseless carriage’, through to its present-day role 
as a major design object and highly refined and 
efficient means of transport. It presents the stories 
behind the development of some of the great    
Australian vehicles and reveals the designers who 
styled them. The exhibition also celebrates the   
significant contribution Australian designers and 
engineers have made, and continue to make, to the 
car industry through specialist design capacity and 
expert knowledge. 

 

 

Bequests - Project Manager 
 

It was recently pointed out to the Committee that 

many organisations similar to ours publicise the 

possibility of making a bequest to the organisation 

and have developed suitable publicity and advice 

materials to inform members who may be interest-

ed in helping an organisation in which they have 

been involved. 

The committee is seeking someone to organise and 

manage the development of a suitable bequest   

publicity program and supporting materials for 

U3A Castlemaine.  Would anyone willing to help 

please contact Max Clarke or Peter Batten. 

U3A Castlemaine  

Name Badges and Lanyards 

 
If you haven’t yet received your 2015 name badge 

and lanyard, we are no longer posting them out 

or passing them to Class Leaders.  Instead they 

will be available at Coffee Mornings, or at the 

U3A Office (Octopus) in between Coffee Morn-

ings.  When you pick up your badge, there is a list 

for you to tick against your name so we know 

who has received their badge.  If your badge is 

not there, or is incorrect, 

there is a list for you to 

add your name so we 

can make you a badge.   

mailto:U3acm.treas@gmail.com
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COURSE CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 
Robyn Yeoman   Deidre McDougall 

Course Coordinator   Course Administrator 

 

 
A little rain, a slight frost or two, chilly nights, beautiful autumn days… and the second term is underway. 

Classes commencing this term in April are Dylan Thomas’ Poetry on 16th, Feeding the World Through International   
Agriculture on 20th, Lute and Viol on 21st, Queen Consorts - Queen Victoria’s granddaughters on 22nd, Exploring Popular 
Music by Themes on 24th, and Petanque started the Friday after Easter.   All these classes are fully booked, but if you 
are interested in joining any of them please contact the course leader – details in the 2015 Prospectus.  Circle Dancing 
short course commences on 13th May and there are places available so contact Robyn or the course leader to join. 

Providing appropriate venues is a constant challenge. Our aim for 2015 was to conduct the majority of classes in the 
Manse room. However, due to large enrolment number in many courses we have had to move classes to larger ven-
ues, straining the budget somewhat. 

Speaking of venues, Margaret Levecke, long time manager of bookings for the Uniting Church hall, has taken a well 
earned leave of absence with an open ended return.  Lorna Barton has taken on the position and is settling in well. 

 
Robyn Yeoman   Deidre McDougall 
Course Coordinator   Course Administrator 

PLEASE NOTE; 

 Automated emails 
If you have been reading Third Thoughts closely and/or attending Coffee Mornings this year you will be aware that we 
have been developing and trialling a new online management system, MyU3A. 

One task we are able to do quickly with MyU3A is send emails to all Course Leaders, ie not individual course leaders, 
or to members of individual classes, ie one class at a time.  We simply type the message and select ‘Course Leaders’ or 
‘Class (code)’, and the message is sent immediately as an internal email.   

When they appear in your Inbox the emails have ‘Auto’ at the beginning of the subject line.  When you open your 
email your member number appears under the address, and they are addressed personally, eg Dear Robyn.   

Example of email as it appears in the Inbox - 

 

If you receive one of these emails don’t be concerned. It isn’t spam.   It will contain information pertaining to a class 
you attend, or advise that the latest newsletter is on our website, or provide information about upcoming events.  If 
you are a course leader it may contain information of a general nature concerning all course leaders.  It is a legitimate 
email from U3A Castlemaine Inc. 

Robyn Yeoman 
Course Coordinator 

Member 1010  Joe Bloggs 

 PUT THIS DATE IN YOUR DIARY 
 

Castlemaine U3A will visit the NGV on Monday, 

August 31st to see the Hermitage Exhibition .  

All details will be announced in the June newsletter.  



6  

CLASSES TO COME 

MetOpera@TheatreRoyal  
 
 

                  April 
Offenbach's “ The Tales of Hoffmann”  

May  
Tchaikovsky’s “Iolanta”  

& 
Bela Bartók’s “Duke Bluebeard’s Castle”  

 
Check theatre for dates 

GUEST SPEAKER 

 

Sue Sweetland                               
May 1st   

 
Sue is the Audience Liaison Officer for the ANAM, 

Australian National Academy of Music. This is  

Australia’s only purely performance based music 

training institution, bringing together the finest 

young musicians from around the country for an 

intensive program of study and performance. 

Based in the South Melbourne Town Hall, ANAM’s 

70 students work in partnership with a faculty   

comprised of the country’s leading performers and 

teachers and an impressive roster of international 

and Australian artists. This creates an intense      

studio-based program of one-to-one lessons,      

classes,  coaching, seminars and rehearsals across 

strings, wind and brass instruments. 

ANAM’s vision is to develop the country’s future 

musical leaders, distinguished by their musical 

skill, imagination and courage, and by their contri-

bution to a vibrant Australian musical culture.  

ANAM is a joint venture of the Commonwealth 

and Victorian Governments and is a subsidiary          

company of the University of Melbourne. 

 

Sue has been with ANAM for nearly 6 years.  Her 

role is in Philanthropy.  It covers building audienc-

es, making them welcome, gaining their support 

through subscriptions, donations, and hopefully in 

the long term, a Bequest. 

Audiences are particularly important because the 

ANAM is an audience based Academy. 

  CIRCLE DANCING  
SHORT COURSE 

 
Following a joyful 6 weeks of dancing, another Cir-

cle Dance short course will be offered over May and 

June in the Uniting Church Hall, beginning on 

Wednesday 13th May from 10am – 12noon. 

 

Circle Dance is energising, fun, healthy for the 

mind and body and enhances feelings of well-being 

and ‘community’. The dances range from slower to 

more lively and are an eclectic mix of traditional 

and new choreographies, all accompanied by tune-

ful melodies.  Most dances are done in a circle, usu-

ally holding hands. 

 

Beginners are very welcome. Yes, even ‘two left 

feeters!’ All the dances are thoroughly taught, re-

vised and reprised. 

 

PLEASURE AND ENJOYMENT ARE THE 

HEART OF  

CIRCLE DANCE 

 
For further information, please contact the course 

leader, Judi Appleby. 0431 180 105 or 5472 2682 

 

judiappleby@gmail.com 

Writing up Your Family History 

Course Leader: Monique Thomson 54742290 

A new course beginning in July aims to explore 

various ways to write up the information that    

family historians have collected. It is not about   

creating a Family Tree—you will have already 

done some of that, but about writing it up in some 

story form. 

Session will held once a month commencing    

Monday, July 27th and then on the fourth Monday 

of the month for four months with an option to 

continue. The dates are July 27th; Aug 24th; Sept 

28th; Oct 26th. Times are 1pm until 3pm. 

 

Explore Living Heritage with the National 
Trust Heritage Festival 2015 
Google the above to see what’s on. 

http://www.sharmillfilms.com.au/?p=3744
http://www.sharmillfilms.com.au/?p=3744
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Advanced Healthcare Directives 
 

 

Last month about 20 u3a members and some 

friends met with Dr Rodney Syme for a detailed 

workshop on Advanced Healthcare Directives. 

The particular issue in focus was how to plan, 

should we develop dementia, what health care we 

would want to receive and what medical interven-

tions we would want withheld after being found 

to be incompetent to accept or refuse medical 

treatment. This is essentially drawing up a state-

ment from a prepared pro-forma while we are 

healthy enough, to detail the sort of treatment we 

find acceptable. 

Rodney outlined the phases of dementia, the  

phases of dying and the current law and how to 

use it to accommodate one's wish to die pain free 

even if one dies more quickly in the face of a     

terminal condition, once one is unable to direct 

medical decisions. 

Rodney's use of the expression "medically assisted 

dying" rather than terms which include 'suicide' or 

'euthanasia' emphasises a central concept that this 

is not a process of taking a life but of modifying 

the way an illness will end your life and detailing      

acceptable medical treatment which might extend 

or shorten your dying process. 

I have had 10 requests for Rodney to repeat this 

session for other people and 10 requests for him to 

run a session on how to draw up such a plan to be 

used in circumstances such as accidental trauma, 

heart disease or cancer which might all take a    

patient beyond the point of being able to legally 

accept or refuse medical treatment. 

If there are additional u3a or community people 

who would like me to convene either of these   

sessions with Dying with Dignity-Vic. and Dr 

Rodney Syme, let me know and I will notify you 

when the next session is organised. 

Vic Say 5472 18412  
 

 
PORTRAITS OF A TEA COSY 

  
Stories of family, tradition and the immeasurable 

consequence of making and passing on hand made 

objects are all brought to life at the Royal Historical 

Society of Victoria’s new exhibition, Portraits of a Tea 

Cosy. 

  

Created by yarn artist Loani Prior and photogra-

pher Mark Crocker, Portraits of a Tea Cosy is a cele-

bration of family, history and cultures. It is also an 

ode to the taking of tea, the making of friends and 

the keeping of memories. 

The exhibition will be held weekdays from 10am–

4pm, concluding on Thursday 14 May 2015 at 239 

A’Beckett Street, Melbourne.  

 
 

 

Reconciliation 

Week 

 and Sorry Day, 

May 2015 
 

Reconciliation Week will be celebrated in            

Castlemaine in our marvellous Market Building aka 

Information Centre again this year. This amazing 

series of displays including indigenous food plants 

grown locally, historic photographs, books and 

much, much more will be open: Wed 27th til Sun 31 

May from 9 til 5. U3A is represented on the          

organising group by Vic Say, and Vic and Felicity 

Say will be in the Market Building with their 7   

trestle table, reconciliation stall from 9 till 5 for the 5 

days - so do call in and spend some time with them 

and other members of Felicity's u3a  'Aboriginal 

History - Our Shared History'  class.  

All invited to the official exhibition launch at 5-30 

Wednesday 27th May. 

Sorry Day on May 26th at 10 am sharp: the  

anniversary of the “Bringing Them Home Report”, 

will be hosted for the local community by our      

hospital, Castlemaine Health, for the first time. All 

attending will be invited to go inside to the launch 

of Aunty Ruby's art exhibition which will intro-

duce a gallery space in the redeveloped hospital. 

Queries, Vic Say 5472 1841 

About the Tea Cosy Project: 

  

Portraits of a Tea Cosy is supported by the Visual Arts 

and Craft Strategy - an initiative of the Australian, State 

and Territory governments - and by Arts Queensland.  It 

has also been assisted by the Australia Council for the 

Arts. 
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A DIGGER DIED TODAY 

He was getting old and paunchy 

And his hair was falling fast, 

And he sat around the R.S.L., 

Telling stories of the past.  

 

Of a war that he once fought in 

And the deeds that he had done, 

In his exploits with his mates; 

They were heroes, every one.  

 

And 'tho sometimes to his neighbours 

His tales became a joke, 

All his mates listened quietly 

For they knew where of he spoke.  

 

But we'll hear his tales no longer, 

For ol' Jack has passed away, 

And the world's a little poorer 

For a Digger died today.  

 

He won't be mourned by many, 

Just his children and his wife. 

For he lived an ordinary, 

Very quiet sort of life.  

 

He held a job and raised a family, 

Going quietly on his way; 

And the world won't note his passing, 

'Tho a Digger died today.  

 

When politicians leave this earth, 

Their bodies lie in state, 

While thousands note their passing, 

And proclaim that they were great.  

 

The Media tell of their life stories 

From the time that they were young, 

But the passing of a Digger 

Goes unnoticed, and unsung.  

 

Is the greatest contribution 

To the welfare of our land, 

Some smoothie who breaks promises 

And cons his fellow man?  

Or the ordinary fellow 

Who in times of war and strife, 

Goes off to serve his country 

And offers up his life? 

 

The politician's stipend 

And the style in which they live, 

Are often disproportionate, 

To the service that they give.  

 

While the ordinary Digger, 

Who offered up his all, 

Is paid off with a medal 

And perhaps a pension, small.  

 

It is not the politicians 

With their compromise and ploys, 

Who won for us the freedom 

That our country now enjoys.  

 

Should you find yourself in danger, 

With your enemies at hand, 

Would you really want some cop-out, 

With his ever-waffling stand?  

 

Or would you want a Digger 

His home, his country, his kin, 

Just a common Digger, 

Who would fight until the end?  

 

He was just a common Digger, 

And his ranks are growing thin, 

But his presence should remind us 

We may need his likes again.  

 

For when countries are in conflict, 

We find the Digger's part, 

Is to clean up all the troubles 

That the politicians start.  

 

If we cannot do him honour 

While he's here to hear the praise, 

Then at least let's give him homage 

At the ending of his days.  

 

Perhaps just a simple headline 

In the paper that might say: 

"OUR COUNTRY IS IN MOURNING, 

A DIGGER DIED TODAY." 
 
Thank you Brian Richardson for this item. 
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Opera -  
an occasional evening series  
Vic Say 5472 1841 
 

 PETER GRIMES by Benjamin Britten, DVD:  

May 15 @ 7pm 
 

Note the change of week to the 3rd Friday for May 

only. 

 

The bleak, enclosed world of a fishing village pro-

vides the backdrop for the story of fisherman Peter 

Grimes and his uneasy relationship with the other 

inhabitants. Following the death of Grimes's ap-

prentice, the community        presumes Grimes to 

be guilty. Although he is cleared of any blame, the 

villagers no longer trust him, and when his new 

apprentice accidentally falls to his death, Grimes 

spirals towards a tragic breakdown. 

 

Considered by some the most significant British 

opera in over two centuries, Britten's Peter 

Grimes is a work of visceral and sustained beauty, 

and is notable for the orchestral        interludes that 

depict the sea in different moods. 

 

An English National Opera production of this 

work is will be screened by the Star Cimema in 

Bendigo later in the year - we will watch a Royal 

Opera House Covent Garden production with 

Colin Davis conducting and Ned Gelling, John 

Lanigan, Elizabeth Bainbridge, Heather Harper 

and Norman Bailey singing the main roles. 

 

It is a work which might challenge the musical 

preferences of some of us - the work lasts about 2 

and a half hours. Bring a torch to see your way in 

and out! 

 

 

OVER 80s Luncheon Group             

Eileen Park  5472 5213   
 
Over Eighties Lunch meeting will be at Skydancers 

at 12.30pm on Wednesday May 13th.Members are 

requested to confirm their attendance to Betty 

Henchman on 5472 2139, or Eileen Park on 

54725213. 

Requiem & thEN. . .   
Vic Say 5472 1841 :  

 
 

Friday May 1  

1-30 Sculthorpe's Australian Requiem of 2004 

 

This Australian composer, who died 8 August 2014, 

said its main concerns are not with judgement and 

reckoning but "with eternal rest and with light that is 

all enlightening". However, Sculthorpe noted a more       

detailed list of reasons for writing such a “prayer for 

light and peace”, as much for the living as for the 

dead. While composing it, he thought of the Requi-

em as being chiefly for children killed in the war in 

Iran, and behind them all children affected by wars. 

He also wanted the work to be his personal prayer 

for justice in     Australia’s treatment of asylum seek-

ers, for a remedy to its failure so far to ratify the  

Kyoto  protocol, and its ongoing problems with race   

relations. The prominent place given to the  

didjeridu, and to an Australian Indigenous chant, 

leaves no doubt that the work is also his call for    

justice for Australian Aboriginal peoples. It seems 

these calls are as relevant today as they were when 

he wrote the work. We intended to listen to this 

work last year but the order of things was changed. 

 

Friday May 15 @ 1-30 Penderecki's requiem of 1984

\2005 

The Lacrimosa, dedicated to the trade union's leader Lech 

Walesa, was written for the unveiling of a statue at 

the Gdańsk shipyards to commemorate those killed 

in the Polish anti-government riots in 1970. Pende-

recki expanded the work into a requiem, writing oth-

er parts to honour different patriotic events over the 

next four years. First performed in Stuttgart in 1984, 

he revised and expanded the work in 1993, and 

again in 2005. It is a "Polish" requiem because its 

parts are dedicated to heroes and victims of Polish 

history. 

 

We listened to this challengingly modern work in 

2011 and decided we should try it again. It comes 

with a warning to those not happy to give their ear 

to such a different style of composition. 

 

 

 

CLASS NOTES 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gda%C5%84sk_shipyards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish_1970_protests
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CLASS NOTES 

New Members 

A big welcome to our new members . Not all were 

able to attend the Welcome Afternoon Tea  on April  

16th but it was lovely to meet those pictured who 

could make it. 

We hope they will all feel very much at home in 

their classes and we look forward to greeting them 

at Coffee Morning.  

An apology from the editor who failed to actually 

get the names. It’s up to all of you  now to do the 

introductions.  

WALKING GROUP                                 

Norma Rantall 5472 4125 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABORIGINAL HISTORY -  

OUR SHARED HISTORY 
Felicity Say 5472 1841 

 

5th. MAY 

In the early 1970s, a seemingly insignificant event 

got underway at the remote Government Aborigi-

nal settlement of Papunya in Central Austral-

ia.  However, the teacher, having responded to a 

request from the old men to have painting materi-

als like the children in his classroom, had the effect 

of releasing a great urge to use the flexibility of 

modern materials to record and communicate their 

traditions of law and culture in what has subse-

quently become the Modern Aboriginal Art Move-

ment, now recognised worldwide. 

 

19th. MAY 

Today's session will take us on a most exhilarating 

journey with a group of established Aboriginal art-

ists as they return to the remote desert regions of 

their youth.  Having lived in mission settlements 

for decades, these elderly artists relish the longheld 

dream of renewing contact with the sacred places 

of their childhood, the sources of their culture and 

law. 

Walkers stop for a breather  during their walk to Green Gully 
on April 8th. 
If anyone out there knows the story behind the Falcon in a tree 
( front cover) we’d all like to hear it...or read about it. 

Photo by Greg Pridmore 
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MUSIC APPRECIATION  
Bruce Baud 5472 4574 
 

    Once again we had an all Russian 

programme,commencing with Dmitri 

Shostakovich and his  suite from the film 'The Gadfly'. 

The music is in 12 parts including the famous 

'Romance' which Bruce played the previous month. 

The music was completed in 1955 and was his Opus 

97. Shostakovich was a composer who seemed to turn 

his hand to any style of music.  The next work was 

'Capriccio Italien'  Opus 45 ,composed by Peter Tchai-

kowsky and completed in 1880.  The composer had a 

deep love of Italy. He took pleasure in it's scenery and 

people, it's sights and sounds , especially those of 

Florence and Tuscany. The music was put together 

from several Italian folk songs and street songs. It ex-

udes warmth and life.To complete the mornings mu-

sic we heard The Symphony No 5 in E Minor  Opus 

64,  composed in 1888   by Tchaikowsky, comprised 

of 4 movements.  It begins very quietly with an 

'andante' which is a some-what unusual for the com-

mencement of a symphony. The composer thought 

the work to be a failure,  but it has achieved consider-

able success in spite of the reservations of some crit-

ics.The Work remains one of the most popular on the 

concert platform. Once again a great morning of  mu-

sic. 

SINGING TOGETHER                                                               
Angela Sye 0434 201 701 
 

Currently our choir has launched into an  Australian 

theme and we are learning “”Australia My Country” 

by Dorothy McKellar  and “I Am Australian” by 

Bruce Woodley. 

Last month we were able to perform a service for one 

of our U3A members when we were asked to perform 

at the burial service of his Step-mother. 

Kevin Hurley 
 

SOLO GROUP                                                                                                                   
Eva Haarburger 5472 3391 

Our next get-together will be at the home of Fran 

Scutt on the 16th of May from 12.30-2.30.  

Phone: 5472  4858. 
 

TATTING                                                                     

Rae Hawhins 5472 3446 
 
Our thanks to Angela Sye who generously offered her home to 
the Tatting group while Rae is in hospital. 
 

CLASS NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY   
Geoff  Walker    5470  6652 
 

Geoff prepared the studies in April and the theme 

was a contrast between the culture of the people 

of Turkey and that of the ANZACS who were at 

Gallipoli.   The Turkish people looked back on 

more than 2000 years of civilization as part of the 

Egyptian,  Greek, Roman,  Persian and Islamic 

empires.  By contrast,  the Australians and the 

New Zealanders were young nations and knew 

nothing about the territory they were about to 

invade. 
  

At the May sessions Ian McDonnell will investi-

gate the relationship between the Australian and 

New Zealand troops and their British command-

ers who knew very little about each other.   The 

May sessions will be on Monday 11th and Mon-

day 25th,  and both sessions will start at 1.30pm 

and  will meet in the Presbyterian Church hall --

 car entry past the Baptist Church in Templeton 

Street. 
 
 

  
Central Victorian Apple Users 

 
Meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at the  

Salvation Army Hall, Kennedy Street 
Castlemaine at 7pm  

 
 

Thursday 28th May 2015 
Glossary of Computer Jargon 

 
Thursday 25th June 

Yosemite 10.3 iPhoto App 
 

Thursday 23
rd

 July  
Astronomy on the iMac or iPad 

 
Plus very popular Q&A sessions at all meetings  as 
well as other interesting items including up-to-date 

technology advances. 



12  MAY 2015     U3A Castlemaine 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

4 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of  
               Merit 
10.45am French III 
12.15pm Italian II 
1.30pm Feeding the World 
2pm French Language & 
Literature 

5 

10am Aboriginal History                
10.30am Intuitive 
 Development 
1.30pm Bridge 

1.30pm Book Discussion 
group 

2.45pm Lute & Viol 

3.30pm Choral  

6 

 9.30am German II 
9.30am Music Apprecia-
tion 
10am Bush Rambling 
10am Table Tennis  
 11am German III 
1.30 Bridge Problems 
2.15pm French for   
Travellers 

7 
9.30am Italian III 
10am Mindfulness  

 Meditation  
10.30am Popular Music 
Themes   
11.15am Dylan Thomas 
Poetry                             

1.30 Photography & 

 Digital Imaging 

2pm Tatting 

4.30pm Solo Whist  

 
 
 
 
 
8 
10am English Literature 
10am Tai Chi seated 
1.30pm Issues that  
 Concern 
2pm Petanque 

11 

9.30am French II  
9.30am Tai Chi 
10am Let’s Read a Play 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of  
               Merit 
10.45am French III 
11.30am Latin l 
12.15pm Italian II 
1.30pm Latin II 
2pm Australian History 

12 

10.30am Intuitive 

              Development 

1.30pm Bridge  

2.45pm Lute & Viol       

3.30pm Choral 

13 

9am Bush Walking  
9.30am German II   
10am Bush Rambling 
10am Table Tennis 
10am Circle Dance 
11am German III 
12.30pm Over Eighties 
Luncheon 
2pm Understanding 
Opera 
2.15pm French for Trav-
ellers 

14 

9.30am Italian lll 
10am Mindfulness Medi-
tation 
10.30am Latin III 
10.30am Popular Music 
Themes 
11.15am Dylan Thomas 
Poetry 
11.30am Latin IV 

1.30pm Photography &  

 Digital Imaging 

2pm Tatting 

15 
9.30am Good, Bad & 
Excellent 
10am Friday Morning 
Garden Group 
10am Tai Chi seated 

1.3opm Requiem 
1.30pm Issues that 
             Concern 
2pm Petanque 
 
7pm Opera – an  
 occasional evening 
 series 
Saturday16th 

Solo Group      

18 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of 
               Merit 
10.45am  French III 
12.15pm Italian II 
1.30pm Feeding the 
World 
2pm French Language & 
Literature 

19 

10am Aboriginal History                                
10.30am Intuitive  

Development 

1.30pm Bridge 

2.45pm Lute & Viol 

 3.30pm Choral  

20 
9.30am German II 
10am Table Tennis 
10am Circle Dance 
11am German III 
12.15pm Italian ll 
1.30pm Ballet Apprecia-
tion 
2.15pm French for Trav-
ellers 

21 
9.30am Italian lll 
10am Mindfulness 
          Meditation 
10.30am Popular Music 
Themes 
11.15am Dylan Thomas 
Poetry 

1.30 Photography &  

 Digital Imaging 
2pm Tatting 
4.30pm Solo Whist 

22 
9.30am Good, Bad,  Ex-
cellent … Films 
10am Tai Chi seated 
1.30pm Issues that  
Concern 
2pm Petanque 

25 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10am Let’s Read a Play 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of  
               Merit 
10.45am French lll 
11.30am Latin l 
12.15pm Italian II 
1.30pm Latin II 
2pm Australian History 

26 
10.30am Intuitive Devel-
opment.       
 1.30pm Bridge   
1.30 Mah-Jong    
2.45pm Lute & Viol       
3.30pm Choral 

27 

9am Bush Walking                            
9.30am German lI          
10am Table Tennis  
10am Bush Rambling 
10am Circle Dance 11am 
German llI  

2.15pm French for Trav-
ellers 

28 

9.30am Italian lll       
10am Mindfulness Medi-
tation.                    
10.30am Popular Music 
Themes                 
10.30am Latin lll 
11.15am Dylan Thomas 
Poetry                   
11.30am Latin lV  
1.30pm Photography & 
Digital Imaging.      
1.30pm Mah-Jong play-
ers                                 
2pm Tatting                 

29 
9.30am Good, Bad, Ex-
cellent…. Films  10am 
Tai Chi seated 1.30pm 
Issues that concern               
2pm Petanque  

1  

10.00 COFFEE     
1.30pm Requiem  

2pm Petanque 


