Worship Resources
22 January 2023
Third Sunday after the Epiphany
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
United in Purpose

Additional Scriptures
Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; Matthew 4:12-23; Doctrine and Covenants 162:1b 

Prelude
Welcome 

Call to Worship
Psalm 27:1, 7-8

Hymns of Praise   Choose two
“Now Sing to Our God”	CCS 108
OR “We Are a Family of Faith”	CCS 350
OR “We Are Children of Creation” 	CCS 340
OR “Summoned by the God Who Made Us”	CCS 330

Prayer of Invocation  
God of all creation, we invite your Spirit with us today.

We are called by you, to live in sacred community. With Christ, the Peaceful one as our guide. Let us be united in the same mind and with the same purpose.

We are called by you into sacramental living- every act, thought, word, becoming sacred. So that through our lives all will see your presence and reconciling activity in creation.

As we breathe in your Peace…we will also breathe out your peace.

As we unite in purpose, use our passion, desire, and love to bring peace and justice to this world. Amen. 

Response 

Community Unity  
Scripture Reading
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. – 1 Corinthians 1:10

Ask participants to move throughout the worship space, extending greeting and care to each other.

Statement
We worship God with gladness and come with joyful song. Let us sing together as community with passion, our deep-felt words of promise and praise!		

Hymn of Community	
“Community of Christ”	CCS 354
OR “Christ, You Call Us All to Service”	CCS 357
OR “Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather”	CCS 127

Prayer for Peace 	see below
Statement
God is constantly working to bring about restoration, healing, and new possibility in the world. It’s a movement of love, emanating from the heartbeat of the universe – a pulse, a dance, a song that literally changes everything.

To know God is to be swept up in this movement.
To know God is to set aside the songs of fear and division we’re so good at singing and take up a new chorus of reconciliation and healing of the spirit.
To know God is join the dance guided not by laws chiseled in stone, but by principles and values that move our feet into new paths.
To know God is to let the Divine heart of peace beat within us as our own.
-Dan Gregory, (Herald, Sep/Oct 2021, p. 39)

Light the Peace Candle.

Prayer
Loving Spirit, allow us to be swept up in your movement of love.

The journey ahead, we know will be filled with challenges and opportunities. May each step forward move us closer to the call and vision placed in my life. We pray for your presence to be felt by those we cannot see, for your presence felt by those around us.

Our hearts yearn to live in sacred community as Christ’s new creation. Although at times, we’ve sat hesitant in the shadows of our fears, insecurities, and competing loyalties: give us strength, open our eyes, and help us break free of fears holding us back from spiritual and relational transformation.

O God, you await our response to a covenant of peace in Jesus Christ. Be close and hold us as we practice whole-life stewardship dedicating ourselves to the church’s ministries of restoration - focusing on the worth of all persons, protecting the sacredness of creation, and relieving physical and spiritual suffering in the world.

As we walk this journey with Community of Christ, help us hear more than just words: help us understand and live out the depth of Christ’s mission. And become who you called us to be.

Be in us, live through us. We are open for your Divine heart of peace to beat within us. Amen.
-Erin Cackler, inspired by Doctrine and Covenants 164:9

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Disciples’ Generous Response
Today is the World Conference Special Offering. Details at CofChrist.org/2023-world-conference/. 

Statement
The Gospel shares of giving oneself up in response to and care of the other, bearing the burden of the other- and doing so, not through self-denial and resignation, but in joy and thanksgiving. 

So, let us see the abundance we have, and be joyful and thankful in our giving. 

Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes 
Hymn of Rejoicing  	sung as offering is received
                 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”	CCS 101
		Encourage participants to sing in languages other than their own.
OR “Morning Has Broken”	CCS 143

Message 						
Based on 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Hymn				
“We Are One in the Spirit”	CCS 359
OR “We Need Each Other’s Voice to Sing”	CCS 324
OR “Weave”	CCS 327
	
Benediction

Sending Forth
Doctrine and Covenants 162:1b

Postlude


Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A – Letters 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany (Ordinary Time) 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Exploring the Scripture 

Paul started the church in Corinth; he is a spiritual father to many there. The Christians there are diverse. They are experiencing conflicts and divisions. He writes calling them brothers and sisters as he confronts these issues. 
The divisions are so entrenched, one group has reported to Paul about everyone else. Some have turned their focus away from Christ and place their loyalty with Christian leaders: Paul, Apollos, or Cephas (or Peter). Each of these men helped form the church in Corinth; each has baptized there. The factions are based on members’ claims of special status based on the one who baptized them. Paul rebukes this bond between leader and baptism. In verse 13, he asks several rhetorical questions highlighting the absurdity of such claims.  
Congregations today also navigate schisms and quarrels. We can easily be divided by a leader whose personality or eloquent messages touch and inspire some. Various “causes” can shift our attention away from Christ. Problems can happen when social or political issues bump up against faithfulness, when change pushes against tradition, or when one group claims Jesus’s particular concern for their cause or position. These challenges can place Christ in the argument, and as one side claims truth over the other, it tears the body of Christ. To remember the body of Christ, we must remember our baptisms.  
In verses 14–17, Paul expresses a low opinion about baptism because this is not his central focus. He was called to proclaim the gospel, not baptize. He is thankful that no one can say they were baptized in his name. To do something in someone’s name was to do it by that person’s authority as a surrogate for the person. Baptism gets its power only through Christ. 
Paul appeals for the Corinthians to live in unity and offers three ways to do this:  
They should agree. Disciples can have distinct personalities and still agree on the core issues of the faith. They should proclaim the same doctrine and the same Christ and work together to resolve a serious disagreement. This approach is an example of Unity in Diversity. 
Allow no divisions. These divisions are unacceptable and contrary to God’s will for God’s people. They can work together to erase divisions and build harmony. 
Be united in their minds and understanding. Thoughts control feelings and actions. Believing a preferred leader is superior leads to feelings of superiority and causes separation. The best way to achieve unity is to keep the vision of Christ before them rather than focusing on a particular leader. Without this unity, they will pull in different directions, going nowhere. 
People are easily moved by the power of rhetoric more than by the claims of the gospel. Paul insists that proclaiming the gospel does not need eloquence. He helps us understand that all we think we know about the world—its value, wisdom, knowledge, and virtue—is changed by God’s act of salvation through Christ. The crucifixion of Christ saves us. Our baptism into his name makes us people of the cross. Paul wants the Corinthians to keep their focus on the cross of Christ because human wisdom has no saving power. 
Find more on these topics by exploring “We Are One, We Are Many,” in Sharing in Community of Christ, 4th Edition, pp. 68–75 and the Enduring Principle of Unity in Diversity, p. 31. 

Central Ideas 
	Unity occurs when disciples agree and are of the same mind and purpose. 

	Divisions and quarrels in the church are unacceptable and tear the body of Christ. 

	Remembering our baptism helps keep Christ as our focus. 

	Human wisdom and eloquent rhetoric can empty the cross of its power. 



Questions for the Speaker 
	In what ways can remembering the details of your baptism and your covenant with Christ help to unify your congregation? 

	How might Paul’s letter to the Corinthians help resolve a conflict or heal division among Christians today? 

	What could be different in your congregation, community, or the world if all Christians were united in mind and purpose? 

	How is the Enduring Principle, Unity in Diversity expressed in this scripture passage? 

	What can the church learn from studying the statement “We Are One, We Are Many” in Sharing in Community of Christ, 4th Edition? 




Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A
Third Sunday after Epiphany

1 Corinthians 1:10–18 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
The Season after Epiphany includes the weeks between Epiphany and Transfiguration Sunday.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
In January 2020 a small community of worshipers wrote a prayer for peace together during the worship service. This prayer is our prayer for peace today. Its origin in a gathering of community reminds us of the power we have in our communities:

Mighty Spirit of love, we come in search of peace, calmness, and faith in the midst of adventure and misadventure. We live in a world in need of respect, fairness, and equity for all. At times, it seems easy for us to experience your peace, your calm, in nature and with those we love. And it can be easy to simply say, “Peace be with you,” and to cover our homes with doves and peace symbols. It is not easy to work for peace.
Empower us:

to act for peace,
to create goodwill,
to extend an olive branch,
to lay to rest the pain in the world,
to live into unity through our diversity.

Empower us to be our child-of-God selves, working with you to bring light. In the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen.

Spiritual Practice
Walking in the Light
During Epiphany and the Season after Epiphany, our spiritual practice will be Walking in the Light. Take a few moments to quiet yourself. When you feel calm, begin by imagining you are walking on a path of light. As we pray, visualize the light surrounding you as you walk. As the prayer continues, offer the gift of light to those close to you, friends, acquaintances, those you dislike, those with whom you are in conflict, and your community at-large.
As you hear each sentence, offer the gift of light to those mentioned.

May my loved ones be embraced in God’s light. Pause.
May my family walk in the light of Christ. Pause.
May my friend receive the gift of love and light. Pause.
May my acquaintances sense the presence of light through our interactions. Pause.
May the one with whom I am in conflict be surrounded by the light of Christ. Pause.
May my community be blessed by the eternal light of God’s love and grace. Pause.
Amen.

At the conclusion of the prayer, invite people to share the thoughts, emotions, or images they experienced while walking in the light.

Sharing Around the Table
1 Corinthians 1:10–18 NRSV

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Camps. Quarter. Sides. Party. Religion.
It seems that people are intent on creating distance between each other. Paul learns that in Corinth people are dividing themselves into groups based on who was baptized by whom. Paul’s thinking about unity in the body of Christ makes it difficult for him to understand how this can happen, so he pleads with them to be unified, be in agreement. He begs that there be no divisions among them.
Community of Christ has suffered from the problem of division many times. In fact, it could be argued that Community of Christ was formed by those who divided from others and later were able to find a common ground on which to unite. The church has been trying to renew and tend that ground ever since.
Paul points out, without saying specifically, that the things that divide the Corinthians are silly, even petty in the shadow of the cross of Jesus. He asserts that our pedigree doesn’t depend on who performed our baptism; it is founded in the unjust death of Jesus on the cross. By referring to those he baptized and struggling with the recollection, Paul basically is saying, “I haven’t been keeping score, why should you?” It is in the cross that we find who we are, and Paul suggests through his pleas that in that cross we are one.
As we consider what Paul says about the power of the cross being diminished because of the division in the church, we realize he is talking about the power of God and God’s grace being evident in the overwhelming majesty of creation. The points of division then come into sharp focus as being insignificant and meaningless compared to the grace shown in the cross.

Questions
	How have you separated yourself from others? Was it a matter of ego? Self-preservation? Personal gain?

How have you seen division arise among people of faith?
If, as Paul indicates in his letters, we are one in Christ, then what are the things that bind?

Sending
Generosity Statement

Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a

The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing small-group ministries as part of your generous response. The offering prayer for Epiphany is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:

Revealing God, may we always be generous. You have gifted each of us with boundless grace and unending love. May our response to that love and grace be humble service to others, and may generosity be part of our nature. Amen.

Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 333, “Help Us Accept Each Other”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children


Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
In January 2020 a small community of worshipers wrote a prayer for peace together during the worship service. This prayer is our prayer for peace today. Its origin in a gathering of community reminds us of the power we have in our communities:

Mighty Spirit of love, we come in search of peace, calmness, and faith in the midst of adventure and misadventure. We live in a world in need of respect, fairness, and equity for all. At times, it seems easy for us to experience your peace, your calm, in nature and with those we love. And it can be easy to simply say, “Peace be with you,” and to cover our homes with doves and peace symbols. It is not easy to work for peace.
Empower us:

to act for peace,
to create goodwill,
to extend an olive branch,
to lay to rest the pain in the world,
to live into unity through our diversity.

Empower us to be our child-of-God selves, working with you to bring light. In the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen.


Spiritual Practice
Walking in the Light
During Epiphany and the Season after Epiphany, our spiritual practice will be Walking in the Light. Take a few moments to quiet yourself. When you feel calm, begin by imagining you are walking on a path of light. As we pray, visualize the light surrounding you as you walk. As the prayer continues, offer the gift of light to those close to you, friends, acquaintances, those you dislike, those with whom you are in conflict, and your community at-large.
As you hear each sentence, offer the gift of light to those mentioned.

May my loved ones be embraced in God’s light. Pause.
May my family walk in the light of Christ. Pause.
May my friend receive the gift of love and light. Pause.
May my acquaintances sense the presence of light through our interactions. Pause.
May the one with whom I am in conflict be surrounded by the light of Christ. Pause.
May my community be blessed by the eternal light of God’s love and grace. Pause.
Amen.

At the conclusion of the prayer, invite people to share the thoughts, emotions, or images they experienced while walking in the light.



Sharing Around the Table
1 Corinthians 1:10–18 NRSV

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Camps. Quarter. Sides. Party. Religion.
It seems that people are intent on creating distance between each other. Paul learns that in Corinth people are dividing themselves into groups based on who was baptized by whom. Paul’s thinking about unity in the body of Christ makes it difficult for him to understand how this can happen, so he pleads with them to be unified, be in agreement. He begs that there be no divisions among them.
Community of Christ has suffered from the problem of division many times. In fact, it could be argued that Community of Christ was formed by those who divided from others and later were able to find a common ground on which to unite. The church has been trying to renew and tend that ground ever since.
Paul points out, without saying specifically, that the things that divide the Corinthians are silly, even petty in the shadow of the cross of Jesus. He asserts that our pedigree doesn’t depend on who performed our baptism; it is founded in the unjust death of Jesus on the cross. By referring to those he baptized and struggling with the recollection, Paul basically is saying, “I haven’t been keeping score, why should you?” It is in the cross that we find who we are, and Paul suggests through his pleas that in that cross we are one.
As we consider what Paul says about the power of the cross being diminished because of the division in the church, we realize he is talking about the power of God and God’s grace being evident in the overwhelming majesty of creation. The points of division then come into sharp focus as being insignificant and meaningless compared to the grace shown in the cross.

Questions
	How have you separated yourself from others? Was it a matter of ego? Self-preservation? Personal gain?

How have you seen division arise among people of faith?
If, as Paul indicates in his letters, we are one in Christ, then what are the things that bind?


Generosity Statement

Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a

The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing small-group ministries as part of your generous response. The offering prayer for Epiphany is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:

Revealing God, may we always be generous. You have gifted each of us with boundless grace and unending love. May our response to that love and grace be humble service to others, and may generosity be part of our nature. Amen.



Thoughts for Children
You will need:
A long rope or string

In today’s scripture, the author cautions readers against being divided and invites them to live united in community. In Community of Christ, we recognize the Blessings of Community, and while we know living in community can be difficult, we believe it is worth the work!
Today, we are going to play a game that will help us understand what it is like to form community. Everyone will hold onto a long rope with some space between each person. Form a circle around the rope and hold it with one or both hands. Close your eyes or use a blindfold as I name a shape (circle, square, triangle, diamond, oval) and your group forms that shape without talking or looking.
After trying a shape, the leader will ask everyone to open their eyes (or remove their blindfolds) to see their creation.
Discuss: What shape did the group create? Was it the shape you were supposed to make? Make that shape now. Try forming more shapes, both blindfolded and with eyes open.
Say: Forming a blessed community can be like this at times. It won’t be easy, and it requires patience as we work with one another. Luckily, we have a good example, and we can work with others with our eyes wide open! Jesus Christ is our example of how to act in community.
If we do our best to live in community, even when it is hard, we can help the world and receive the Blessings of Community. 
Adapted from: CofChrist.org/community-ideas-for-children



