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With this lesson, students will analyze three different points of view discussing the 
annexation of Hawaii. The first points to sugar, the second to imperialism and racism, and the 
third discusses the need for naval bases. After reviewing each of the three readings, students 
will then create a “responsibility pie” to determine the share of responsibility that should be 
assigned to each of the three reasons presented. 

Great for grades 7 - 10!

Students will analyze three 
different points of view 
discussing why Hawaii was 
annexed. They will then 
create a “responsibility pie” 
that assigns responsibility to 
each of the three reasons. 

Why did the annexation of 
Hawaii occur?

8.3 EXPANSION AND 
IMPERIALISM: Beginning in the 
second half of the 19th 
century, economic, political, 
and cultural factors 
contributed to a push for 
westward expansion and more 
aggressive United States 
foreign policy.

8.3c Interest in Pacific trade 
contributed to an increase in 
United States foreign 
interactions.

8.3c.1 Interest in Pacific trade 
contributed to an increase in 
United States foreign 
interactions.

Teachers should look through the lesson to determine whether they  would like students to 
complete the lesson digitally, with paper, or in some combination. For instance, I have my 
students receive the first page and last page of the handout, but then they will highlight the 
readings digitally as a group (readings are posted in Google Classroom). This makes it easier 
(and quicker) to share their findings with their classmates. 

● First, present the first four slides of the presentation 
to students. Make sure that they understand what led 
to Hawaiian annexation and review any key terms. 
The quote is helpful to utilize as a bell ringer. (10 min)

● Then, divide students into groups. These readings are 
best for groups of three to four. Teachers might divide 
students into six groups, or three if they have small 
classes. Explain the directions and have students 
move with their group to review the reading. (15 min.)

● Have the full class come back together. Students 
should review their findings with their classmates. 
Teachers might find that they need to make sure that 
the point of each reading is clarified and made 
understood by students

● The exit ticket can be assigned for homework, or the 
exit ticket can be utilized as an assessment, and 
assigned during class time. This might vary 
depending on the age and ability of the students. 

Have one student in 
each group 
volunteer to be the 
assigned reader. 
The other students 
should stop the 
reader if they hear 
a point that the 
thing should be 
highlighted. This 
way, all group 
members have 
some responsibility. 

If students need help conceptualizing the “responsibility pie,” just add some 
examples from Google. Make sure to do this before class. Some are appropriate and 
many are not. 

Quick tip!
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Student Sources:
● A copy of the Google Slides presentation (can be provided through Google 

Classroom) if needed. This presentation can be assigned as a fully digital lesson, or 
be used in some combination with the printed handout. 

● A copy of the handouts for students. 

Teacher Sources:
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the presentation. This link will prompt 

you to make a copy. 
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the handouts.

I utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. They include but not limited to 
the following:
● Kinzer, Stephen. Overthrow / America’s Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq. 

Henry Holt & Company, 2007.
● Henretta, James A., et al. America’s History. Bedford/St. Martins, 2014.
● https://billofrightsinstitute.org/activities/handout-a-background-essay-the-rise-of-am

erican-power-in-the-world
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