
OCTOBER 7 Made for him!
Reading: Ephesians 5:22-33; 1 Peter 3:1-7

“Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands,
as is fitting in the Lord”  (Col 3:18)

Obeying your husband is obeying God. “Wives, submit to your
husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as
also Christ is Head of the Church. Therefore just as the Church is
subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in
everything” (Eph 5:22-24). The Biblical submission expected from the
wife is more than respect; it is reverence. It is more than compliance;
it is obedience.

The true spirituality of a wife is measured by her attitude of
submission manifested in her acts of obedience to the husband. This
“hidden person of the heart” of the woman is “very precious in the
sight of God” (1 Pet 3:4). “For in this manner, in former times, the
holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being
submissive to their own husbands” (v 5). Any other outward adornment,
be it hairstyle, jewellery, white saree or ministry, is false (v 3). When
you call on the “Lord” you become Abraham’s son (Rom 4:16); when
you call your husband “Lord” you are Sarah’s daughter (1 Pet 3:6).

If the wife becomes the first believer in the family, her responsibility
concerning the salvation of her family is doubled. The behaviour and
conduct of the wife should not become a mental block for the husband
when he considers the claims of the Gospel. He must not become
bored by his wife’s “preaching.” Apostle Peter stresses the “practice”
of religion before unconverted husbands. Chastity alone will not
suffice. It must be “accompanied by fear” which means reverence and
obedience (1 Pet 3:1,2).

The Bible gives the wife no room for selective obedience. She is
called to be subject to her husband in “everything” (Eph 5:24). She
has no excuse except when she is asked to do or be a part of what is
outrightly unlawful and unscriptural.  When a wife truly loves her
husband, obedience becomes easy (Jn 14:15; 1 Jn 5:3).

God’s Word simultaneously points out the responsibilities of
husbands also. The husbands are commanded to love their wives (Eph
5:25; Col 3:18). This love is a selfless and selfgiving love. The husband’s
love should command obedience rather than demand it!

Grant them the joy which brightens earthly sorrow;
Grant them the peace which calms all earthly strife,
And to life’s day the glorious unknown morrow
That dawns upon eternal love and life!

(The only hymn of Dorothy B. Gurney, 1858-1932)
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Almighty God,

We worship You as the Creator of the whole world. It is the manifestation of
Your Omniscience and Omnipotence. We thank You for the light, firmament,
earth, seas, vegetation, cattle and every creeping thing. Thank You, O God, for
creating man and woman to fulfil Your purposes on this planet. Thank You for
establishing the family unit in the Garden of Eden. Your wisdom is far from
understanding. Your plans cannot be improved upon. Praise be to You!

We thank You, O Lord, for the husband-wife relationship You have ordained.
The devil is all out to destroy this covenantal relationship. He is bringing in so
many philosophies and concepts contradicting the plain teaching of Your holy
Word. Help us, O God, especially all the Christian families to check his subtle
entrance into our homes. Let Biblical values adorn our homes.

We the husbands confess that we do not love our wives as Christ loves the
Church. We fall too short of His model and standard. Forgive our selfishness in
our relationships. Without Your enablement we cannot simply show self-giving
love. So often our male ego leads us to anger and bitterness. Soften our
hearts, O God, to understand the struggles of our wives who are weaker vessels.
Sorry, Lord, we often mistake their silence.

Dear Lord, the Beloved of our souls, we the wives find it extremely difficult
to truly submit to our husbands in these days of struggle for equality. We confess
that our submission and obedience are not out of a willing heart. We simply act
too often. Help us not to change roles prescribed in the Bible. Your Word is for
all times and it cannot be updated because it is always up-to-date. Help us
enjoy the blessings of obedience as daughters of Sarah our matriarch.

We acknowledge before You, O Lord, that the problems at home, especially
with our children, are due to the defects in our relationship as spouses. Make
us considerate like Hannah and Elkanah to bring forth a Samuel. Make us
cooperative like Elizabeth and Zacharias to bring forth a John. Make us
committed like Mary and Joseph to give a Jesus to the world. Bless our
relationship not only to bring forth children but also bring them up to bring
glory to Your Name and gladness to the communities. Make our home a little
Heaven on earth! Let our families be lighthouses in the society.

In the Name of Jesus our Heavenly Bridegroom, Amen!

(Gen 1; 1:26-28;  Eph 5:22-24,25-29; 6:4;  1 Pet 3:1-6,7;  Col 3:18,19;  1 Sam 1:7,8;
Lk 1:5,6;  Mt 1:18-25;  1 Cor 7:14)


