
Dear Mercy College Community,

All Saints' Day is a solemn holy day of the Catholic Church celebrated annually on November 1. The day is dedicated 
to the saints of the Church, that is, all those who have attained heaven. Tomorrow is ‘All Souls Day’, a day set aside to 
pray for all deceased believers; for the souls of the faithful departed still su�ering in purgatory. 

Congratulations to our Year Twelve students who graduated at the Valediction ceremony recently. We keep you in our 
prayers that your journey ahead is positive. Also, we farewell our Year Eleven students this week. I wish the students 
well with their preparations for their exams. 

It has been an eventful two weeks with Valediction, the Dance and Media Showcase, and our Art exhibition. Thank you 
to all of the sta� involved in making these events as successful as they are. 

Thank you to the parents that attended the workshop, facilitated by our Director of Engagement, Mr Albert Borrello, 
and gave us some practical feedback. This information was greatly appreciated and we are looking forward to further 
improvements. 

I have included the following important information in the newsletter again. As of today, 37 parents have responded 
to the Strategic Plan Survey. There are still a few weeks left to be able to respond. I am eager to listen to our 
community through this important process and I thank you in anticipation for your support in helping shape the 
future direction of Mercy College.

All Saints Day
The work of your hands is manifest in your saints, 
the beauty of your truth is re�ected in their faith.

May we who aspire to have part in their joy 
be �lled with the Spirit that blessed their lives,

so that having shared their faith on earth
we may also know their peace in your kingdom.

Amen
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Book Fair 2018
Next week we are holding our annual Book Fair! The Fair will run each day from Monday, 5 November to Friday, 9 November 
in the Library. Please refer to the advert for opening times.

As in previous years, students from Kindy to Year  Three need to be accompanied by an adult or older sibling when attending 
the Fair. There are lots of great titles for all ages on o�er including new releases, non-�ction books and stationery items. We 
look forward to seeing you there!
The Library Team

IMPORTANT MERCY COLLEGE STRATEGIC PLANNING 2020 - 2024
Mercy College has commenced the process to develop the strategic directions for 2020 to 2024.  This crucial work will 
enable us to consolidate and communicate our key objectives for the coming years.  Mercy College wishes to involve 
as many as possible in our Catholic community including school employees, College Board members, Parent Council 
members, students, parents/caregivers, and our priest in the development of our Strategic Directions.

The survey enables you to comment on our current Strategic Focus Areas and to o�er your insights.  All responses will 
remain unidenti�able and con�dential.  It should take approximately 15 - 20 minutes to complete and closes at 
5.00pm on Monday,19 November 2018.

The �rst phase of this consultation involves gathering feedback that will inform the draft Strategic Directions 2020 - 
2024. 

We would like to invite you to complete a survey to provide your valued input.  Visit 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MercyCollegeStrategicDirections  to complete the survey, open for 
participation until Monday, 19 November 2018.  

Alternatively, should you wish to complete a hard copy, please collect from either Mercy College Administration 
(Beach Road) or Secondary Administration (Mirrabooka Avenue).  Please post your completed survey in a sealed 
envelope to:

The Principal, Mercy College, PO Box 42, Mirrabooka WA 6941

Should you have any queries or require further information, please contact Albert Borrello, Director of Engagement 
on 9247 9297 or email albert.borrello@cewa.edu.au

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

AN INVITATION TO OUR ANNUAL COMMUNITY MEETING – CHILD/STUDENT MINDING AVAILABLE
Our Annual Community Meeting will be on Tuesday, 27 November at 6pm in the Community Hall. This meeting will 
be a celebration of the year’s events and a summation of the progress of the College. The meeting should conclude by 
7:30pm when refreshments will then be served. Some of our students will also be performing. I am hoping that many 
of our parents will be in attendance. 

Parents also have the chance to nominate for School Board positions. Nominations for the positions will need to be 
received beforehand. 

There are currently two College Board positions vacant, and we are looking to recruit one or two people with an area 
of expertise that is relevant to the College.  The criteria for Board membership are as follows: 

(a) possession of special skills that will be an asset to the Board;
(b) a deep interest in the welfare of all students and sta�;
(c) a desire to give service to the Catholic School Community;
(d) a keenness to promote Catholic Schooling;
(e) an ability to work cooperatively and constructively with all other members of the Board; and
(f ) a su�ciency of time to devote to Board duties (the Board meets monthly and there are some sub-committee
meetings throughout the year).

If you have any queries, or are interested in nominating for the School Board, please email Mrs Julie Koios ( 
julie.koios@cewa.edu.au ) by Friday 9 November with a paragraph addressing the criteria. Thank you.

Kind regards,
Ms Julie Hornby | Principal



Care Centre
The Care Centre will be sending out letters shortly to remind parents of students with Medical Management Plans, e.g. 
Anaphylaxis and Asthma, to please get them updated for next year.

If your child has a medical condition and/or if your child's medications have changed, please make an appointment 
with your GP to update their plans, or let the Care Centre know of the changes.

Katharine Buffham | School Nurse

AMSSA Student Conference
From the 22 to the 26 September Monique Santovito and Dana London represented Mercy College as delegates at the 
�fth biennial Australasian Mercy Secondary Schools Student Conference held at Santa Maria College. The conference 
honoured the foundation of the Sisters of Mercy in Australia and the faith, hospitality and courage of Ursula Frayne who 
brought Catherine McAuley’s spirit of Mercy to Australia.

Over the five days, students learnt about the importance of justice and hospitality and how these values can 
be employed to respond to local and global needs, just as the sisters of Mercy have done before. A highlight 
of the conference was sailing up the Swan River from Fremantle to Perth by ferry. Delegates followed in the footsteps 
of Ursula Frayne and her companions. On arrival in the city, students participated in the ‘Amazing Race of Mercy’ whilst 
exploring and gaining further knowledge and understanding of the ever-growing Mercy vision that started in 
Perth.  The day ended at Mercedes College, the oldest continuing girls’ school in Australia, which is located at 
Victoria Square, the original foundation site and a place of significance in our foundation story.

During the conference, there were many notable speakers including Sr Elizabeth Nicholls, HOW RIDICULOUS’ Brett and 
Mercy College’s very own Russell Augustin and Farzad Moosavi who generously gave up their time to come and speak 
to the delegates.

Students from every school set up a stall to show others their school heritage. Students were able to learn about other 
Mercy schools and share Mercy College's history and how we came to be the amazing, thriving school we are today. 
Throughout the conference, many friendships were formed with other students from all over Australia and Papua New 
Guinea. These friendships and the time spent together over the week-long conference will not be forgotten. The 
conference was a great way to learn about Mercy schools and the journey of Ursula Frayne, and knowing how our 
schools came to be.

Melissa Cartner | Director of Mission

Booklists
Booklists have gone home with all students last week so please have a look at the bottom of their school bag if you 
haven’t been given one yet.  The due date for �nalizing booklists is the 30 November so that class orders can be placed 
with suppliers before the end of the school year.  

Please be aware that we are unable to place orders that have not been �nalised for or if an arrangement has not been 
put in place.  If you wish to pay in two instalments please contact Kirstine at Beach Road before this date, by phone on 
9247 9247 or email at kirstine.leavers@cewa.edu.au

PRIMARY



Primary School Musical 
The excitement and anticipation is building for an amazing night of entertainment, music, singing and dancing -  our 
Mary Poppins musical, which will be performed in the gymnasium on Friday 23 November and Saturday, 24 
November, is nearly here.  Tickets will be available from Beach Road shortly so watch this space!

Year One 2019 Uniform Fittings
The Uniform Shop will be open especially for parents of 2019 Year 
One students on Monday, 26 November, to purchase any items 
needed for the next school year.  In particular, students will need a 
summer uniform and school socks to begin the year. Most students 
already have the sports uniform but will also need the House shirt 
and the Mercy sports jacket and pants for cooler weather. 

Junior Primary Swimming Lessons
Our Years One to Three are bringing two weeks of swimming lessons to a close on Friday. It has been terri�c to see the 
students take it all in their stride, as they change into bathers, travel by bus, participate in lessons, travel back on the 
bus and change yet again, as part of their everyday routine. Their behaviour and conduct has been extremely 
pleasing, but getting in the water was always going to be the highlight. There were many children passing their 
respective levels and it is evident that families who put their children through additional lessons either on the 
holidays or after school, show a much more advanced level of swimming development. It is imperative our children 
learn to swim at this young age so they can grow up con�dent and safe in and around aquatic environments. 

Mr Leigh Willison | Primary Physical Education Teacher

The Mercy Library bag and Mercy homework bag can be used across all year levels and will not need to 
be repurchased. Footwear in the Primary is black lace up shoes to be worn with the summer uniform and plain 
white sneakers for sports days.  Don’t forget to make an appointment if you are purchasing your child’s uniform 
as the shop gets very busy at this time.  

Mrs Yvonne Liebeck | Head of Primary

Commotion in the Ocean
The Kindy children have been busy learning about 
the sea. We have enjoyed reading stories such as 
“Commotion in the Ocean” and creating di�erent 
sea creatures using various art mediums and skills. 
Our dramatic learning centres have been fun this 
term with Mrs Short’s class cooking up some yummy 
meals in the �sh and chip shop. While Mrs 
McNamee’s children have been busy shopping for 
fruit and veggies in the grocery store We have had 
lots of fun guessing what is inside the ‘Mystery Bags’ 
while patiently waiting for our turn.

We look forward to �nishing our theme of The Sea 
and moving onto Christmas soon!

Mrs Janelle Mcnamee | Kindergarten Teacher



Interschool Athletics
Interschool Athletics was held last week for our primary athletes. The day was a huge success with our students 
performing and really getting into the spirit of the carnival by cheering and celebrating when their teammates were 
competing. We received feedback from people outside of our school about how professional Mercy ‘looked’ and one 
o�cial made special mention of our Year Six students, commentating on their manners and behaviour. This sort of
feedback speaks a lot about the type of students we have here at Mercy.

The team was again very successful. Alexander Petkovski and Damien Jallah drew �rst place in the Shot Put. Isabelle 
Kalombo won all her races as did Olivia Pocsidio. The Year Six Girls have again continued their dominance, winning 
nearly every race in every division and even took �rsts and seconds in shotput, turbo javelin and long jump. Year Five 
girls were similar, also very strong. Paw Hser Hser in Year Three won a ribbon in the Shot Put and Sneha Biju, Year Four, 
came third in the long jump. Mention must also be made of Sienna Maltese, in her �nal primary interschool athletics 
carnival again won her races, making her undefeated in all A Division races at an interschool level right the way 
through primary school. 

And �nally, it was great to see some new faces in the team this year with Chantelle Williams Year Four competing in 
the Shot Put; Marija Kocovska, Year Four, in the 200m (and won a ribbon) and Teagan Le, Year Five, winning ribbons in 
all her events. 

Thanks to Mrs Howard who did a huge job on the day and did not get a rest, and to Mr Keenan for looking after our 
bay. Mr Keenan's enthusiasm is very contagious and it was again on display as he kept the kids involved in the carnival 
and cheering every race. 

Mr Leigh Willison | Primary Physical Education Teacher

Merit Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have received a Merit Award this week.  We are very proud of your 
achievements and the many ways you show the Mercy values of friendship, kindness and consideration for others. 
Keep up the good work and striving to succeed in achieving your goals.  Well done!

Week Three
Pre-Primary Rho: Gabin Nzoyihera, Angelina Nguyen, Vitoria 
Dhieu and Mason Jas
Pre-Primary Chi: Peter D’Castro and Hudson Doan

Year 1 Rho: Selena Alejaga, Remi Horeau and Jude Britton 
Year 1 Chi:  Ariana Caruana, Steven Pham and Jamie-Lee 
Nguyen

Year 2 Rho: Giordano Paolino, Leo Nguyen and Alessia Nguyen 
Year 2 Chi:  Jordan Bull and Ethan Huynh

Year 3 Rho: Gabin Nzoyihera and Mason Jas
Year 3 Chi: Khiem Tran and Mahir Pindolia

Year 4 Rho: Kayley Dunn-Pham, Lucey Watson, Chloe Bravo, 
Caleb Kennedy-Wilcox
Year 4 Chi: Noah Andrews, Piper Santovito  and Kaden 
Nederpelt

Year 5 Rho: Robert Watterston, Savannah Charles and Amira 
Alnaqeeb
Year 5 Chi: Matthew Andrews &  Alysha Mowtschan

Year 6 Rho: Olivia Atkinson and Calvin Nguyen

Week Four
Pre-Primary Rho: John Dang, Judd Moyle, Francis Sumail 
and Kristy Vo
Pre-Primary Chi: Ophelia Wee, Cadence McLeod, Ivan 
Doung, Angela Pham and Atreyu Colella

Year 1 Rho: Brody Dunstan, Chloe Gruzdowski and Evan De 
Sequeira Alikhani
Year 1 Chi:  Jonathan Kawka, Rajiv Pathak and Anthony 
Nguyen

Year 2 Rho: Victoria Bloom�eld, Alexander Wood and Grace 
Norris
Year 2 Chi:  Alexander Wood, Victoria Bloom�eld and Grace 
Norris

Year 3 Rho: Leanne Ha and Jason Saldanha
Year 3 Chi: Sebastian Paul-D’Castro and Bhuvin Boopathi

Year 4 Rho: Maria Nzoyihera, Isabella Wilson Moore and Sam 
Tran
Year 4 Chi: Jessica Jellis, Marija Kocovska and Cooper Symons

Year 5 Rho: Jordyn Leavers, Aiden Fernandes and Brandon 
Dalais
Year 5 Chi: Georgia Burmej & Hayden Browne

Year 6 Rho: Alan Ngo and Brayden Kennedy-Wilcox
Year 6 Chi: Elisha Nguyen and Kathy Tran



Shared News - Shayla Dunkley
Congratulations to Shayla Dunkley of Year Five Rho who had her junior state 
gymnastics championship competition on Saturday, 13 October. She came 
�rst on bars which now makes her the state champion for Division 5. She 
also placed third on beam, fourth on vault and �fth overall. Congratulations 
Shayla on your awesome achievement!

Year Eleven Food Science Excursion to Kailis Bros.

The Year Eleven Food Science and  Technology students recently 
visited the Kailis Bros. �sh market in Leederville, to have a guided 
tour of the retail outlet and �sh factory.  The students found it 
interesting to learn about the many varieties of seafood farmed and 
caught o� the coast of WA by the Kailis company and to hear about 
how sustainable the �shing industry in Australia is when managed 
correctly.  The visit ended with a delicious seafood lunch sampling 
some of the fresh produce they had been learning about in class.

Mrs Alison Peterson | Head of Home Economics

Year Eleven Bentley Pines Training Restaurant Excursion

Miss Cooper’s Year Eleven Certi�cate II in Hospitality students enjoyed an 
excursion to Bentley Pines Training Restaurant at South Metropolitan TAFE in 
Week Two this term. This excursion was to help the students have a better 
understanding of how the hospitality industry works. They were able to sit 
down to a �ne dining experience that was catered for by the trainee chefs. 
After lunch, the students were invited to a tour of the commercial kitchen to 
see where their food was prepared. Furthermore, the students toured 
through many of the kitchen classrooms, where the apprentices were 
busy making culinary delights. They had the opportunity to talk with the 
lecturer and ask the trainee chefs questions regard their profession.

Ms Kirilea Cooper | Home Economics Teacher

Buyback of Science Quest 7 and 8 textbooks
The Science department will be trialling a new initiative in 2019. A textbook for Science will not be book-listed for Years 
Seven and Eight.  Instead, students will be taught using alternative resources with class sets of the textbook provided 
by the College.

To obtain class sets, the Science department intends to buy back second-hand copies of the Science Quest 7 and 8 
textbooks.  The second-hand purchase price will be $30 for copies that are in good condition.

The buyback process will run during Weeks Six and Seven of Term Four (Monday, 12 November to Friday, 23 November). 
Please encourage your child to bring their Science Quest 7 and 8 textbooks to the Science o�ce.  The process will 
operate on a �rst come �rst served basis, with the �rst 60 Science Quest 7 and 8 textbooks being bought.  The $30 
payment for the textbooks will be in the form of a $30 credit to your 2019 school fees.

If you have any queries regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at the College at 
amanda.huke@cewa.edu.au or on 9247 9250.

Mrs Amanda Huke | Head of Science

SECONDARY
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