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It’s no secret that moving 
Alberta’s oil to coastal 
ports for shipment to 
international markets is 

challenging. Every attempt 
to create pipelines out of 
Alberta has been met with 
opposition and numerous 
proposed projects have 
been cancelled. All hope 
now rests on the Kinder 
Morgan expansion, which 
despite federal government 
intervention, continues to 
be faced with road blocks.

But the movement of oil 
is not the only commodity 
being challenged with 
accessing transportation 
options to move their 
product. Both forest 
products and agricultural 
producers have experienced 
challenges accessing rail cars 
to move their product.

While numerous attempts 
have been made to resolve 
this issue, all attempts have 
been made with a focus on 
moving product east, west 
or south.

Perhaps, as Johnny 
Horton once sang, “north 
to Alaska” may prove 
Alberta’s savior. And that 
is the thinking of more 
than a dozen northwest 
Alberta municipalities that 
have aligned to form the 
Northern Alberta Advocacy 
Bureau (NTAB), and that 
are working together to 
improve transportation 
corridors in northwest 
Canada.

“The Regional Economic 
Development Initiative 
(REDI) and the Peace 
Region Economic 

Development Alliance 
(PREDA) saw an 
opportunity to work 
together to address one 
of our greatest economic 
barriers—transportation,” 
said REDI Chair and 
Mackenzie County Deputy 
Reeve Lisa Wardley.

“Many of our northwest 
industries face challenges 
shipping their commodities 
out of the region. We need a 
solution,” Wardley added.

“There have been countless 
research projects and 
schematics drawn up to 
link northeast Alberta 
with northwest Alberta,” 
said NTAB Chair and 
Reeve of Northern Sunrise 
County, Carolyn Kolebaba. 
“We have been looking 
at this option for more 

than 20 years. Now we 
are expanding that vision 
to include a corridor that 
would run from Fort 
McMurray all the way to 
Alaska.”

Kolebaba, a long-time 
advocate for northern 
development, believes now 
is the time to make this 
happen. 

“Every major pipeline 
project leading out of 
Alberta has been faced 
with opposition and 
cancellation,” said Kolebaba. 
“We have ports in Alaska 
that want our commodities, 
perhaps it is time to deliver.”

Enter Generating for Seven 
Generations (G7G), an 
organization that has been 
working on just that idea. 

G7G has been working 
with First Nations along 
the entire 2,400 km 
route of the proposed 
rail line and has 
achieved outstanding 
consensus.

G7G’s proposed rail 
would be a double-
tracked electrified 
railroad that could 
move one million 
barrels of oil per day 
(bpd) as well as iron 
ore and minerals from 
potential new mines 
in northern BC, 
the Yukon and the 
Northwest Territories.
The rail line would also 
transport forestry and 
agricultural products.

Matt Vickers, one 
of the partners with 
G7G, worked with 
the engineering firm 
AECOM on an initial 
proposal that included a 
$1.8 million investment 
from the Government 
of Alberta for a pre-
feasibility study.

That study, 
conducted by the 
Van Horne Institute 
in 2015, estimated a 
conventional double-
tracked railroad with 
a one-million bpd 
capacity would have 
a capital cost of $27 
billion. Vickers and his 
partners have met with 
Asian investors, pension 
funds and most recently 
British investors. 

“We’re fairly close to 
securing the financing 
now,” said Vickers. 

Vickers, along with 
partner Len Wilson 
and Jeff Wilkie, a 
representative from a 
potential investment 
firm, recently met with 
Alberta Energy Minister 
Marg-McCuaig Boyd 
to review the project. 
G7G has also met with 
representatives from the 
Prime Minister’s office 
and the State of Alaska.

For some, this project is 
just a vision. For others 

it is a vision that must 
come to reality.

“The opportunity to 
connect our northern 
communities and 
move our product is 
essential,” adds Elaine 
Garrow, Chair of 
PREDA and Municipal 
District of Spirit 
River Councillor. 
“This project would 
open up value-added 
opportunities, create 
employment and 
engage First Nations.”

“Put quite simply, and 
to quote Larry the 
Cable Guy, ‘Let’s getter 
done,’” she added.
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The Regional Economic 
Development Initiative 
Association for Northwest 
Alberta (REDI) formed in 
2002. It exists to promote and 
enhance economic growth 
amongst its member com-
munities and to promote the 
region as a whole, rather than 
as individual communities. 

REDI is geographically locat-
ed in the far northwest portion 
of Alberta and is located 
within Mackenzie County and 
the Métis settlement of Paddle 
Prairie.

The region is home to a 
number of progressive and 
established resource indus-
tries such as agriculture, 
forestry and oil and gas. 
This vibrancy has enabled 
sustained economic diversifi-
cation. Husky Energy, Apache 
Canada, Agricore and Tolko 
Industries have all made 
major investments in the 
REDI region.

Like the northern lights that 
dance overhead, the REDI 
region is vibrant and alive. 
The region is filled with 
unique commercial, residen-
tial and industrial investment 
opportunities. This, together 
with a high regard for family 
and lifestyle, make the region 
an amazing place to work and 
live.

The REDI region has a popu-
lation of more than 20,000 
residents. The main source 
of revenue for REDI is from 
annual membership fees and 
government partner funding. 
REDI is registered as a soci-
ety under The Societies Act of 
Alberta.
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THE G7G RAILWAY PROJECT
Proposed rail line could connect Alberta’s oil and commoditites 
to international markets
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