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In the Fall of 2001 when 
visionary private and public 
sector leaders founded City 
Center Partnership, who 
would have thought, with 
downtown Columbia at an 
historic low point, that our 
unique Municipal/Business 
Improvement District (BID), 
also known as our Main Street 
District, would become the 
success that we know and 
enjoy today? It turns out that 
patience, planning, and hard 
work pay off. Today we have 
a central downtown core that 
is bustling, vibrant, exciting, 
livable, walkable, and a center 
of art and culture, worship, and 
learning.

In the early 2000’s, downtown 
hosted only a handful of 
events. Now Main Street is 
home to more than 100 events 
annually, including the famous 
Soda City Market which brings 
thousands of people downtown 
every Saturday year round, 
the Famously Hot New Year, 
Famously Hot SC Pride, World 
Famous Hip Hop Family Day, 
and the always-popular Greek 
and Latin festivals, to name a 
few.
 
In the beginning only about 
a hundred people lived in the 
district, and now more than 

2,000 call it home. We have 
watched new office towers and 
hotels open their doors; restau-
rants and bars are thriving, and 
yes, we can even bowl and play 
golf on the very block which 
once had the most vacancies 
and lowest rents downtown. 
Our churches remain strong 
and growing, and our museum 
and library - both world class 
- have been remodeled and 
repurposed. Homelessness 
is still with us, but reduced 
and better managed. Crime is 
almost nonexistent, and the 
area is lusher and cleaner than 
ever before.
 
We don’t apologize for our 
downtown, our Main Street, 

or our city anymore; and that 
feels good. Thanks to all the 
property owners, developers, 
businesses, residents, 
government and nonprofit 
leaders, arts supporters, 
shoppers, diners, visitors, 
and friends who have worked 
tirelessly and given their 
talents, money, and spirit to 
make Columbia’s Main Street 
District what it is today. We 
look forward to even better 
days ahead and better connec-
tions to make our district, city, 
and state grow and prosper.   

WHAT A RIDE

MATT KENNELL 
PRESIDENT AND CEO

n
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The Main Street District is home to bustling 24/7 streets filled 
with residents, new restaurants and merchants, and an array 

of entertainment and cultural venues.
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A CUT ABOVE
One of many ribbon cuttings the Main Street 

District has seen over the past 18 years.  

D

For nearly 
20 years, 
City Center 
Partnership 
has worked to 
build a Place 

of Value in the core of 
Columbia, turning a Main 
Street that was mostly 
9-5 office workers, few 
retail establishments or 
restaurants, vacant and 
abandoned buildings, and 
streets largely dark after 
quitting time into a vibrant 
urban district.
 
The Main Street District 
today is home to bustling 
24/7 streets filled with 
residents, new restaurants 
and merchants, and an 
array of entertainment and 
cultural venues. And the 
future looks bright. 
 
“The value of downtown 
today is significantly 
greater than it was 20-25 
years ago. It is a place of 
being now,” says David 
Lockwood, executive 
vice president and chief 
operating officer of Colliers 
International South 
Carolina, at Gervais and 

1321 LADY STREET RIBBON CUTTING  
Jeff Prioreschi, Lee Mashburn, Tom Prioreschi, 
Paul Mashburn, Matt Kennell
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DAVID LOCKWOOD 
“The value of 

downtown today 
is significantly 

greater than it was  
20-25 years ago. It 
is a place of being 

now.”

“

Sumter streets. 
 
Formed in 2001, City 
Center Partnership 
manages the downtown 
Business Improvement 
District (BID), a 36-block 
area bounded by Gervais, 
Elmwood, Assembly, and 
Marion streets in Columbia, 
focusing on filling 
vacancies in commercial 
properties, retaining 
existing downtown 
businesses and recruiting 
new ones, expanding the 
downtown residential base, 
and creating a safe, clean, 
and friendly downtown 
environment. Much of the 
BID’s funding comes from a 
special tax assessment on 
property within the BID, and 
property owners sit on City 
Center Partnership’s board 
of directors.
 
Focusing on the Main Street 

District is key because, “if 
your core is not strong, 
your city is not strong,” says 
Martha Fowler, a founding 
board member of City 
Center Partnership and 
whose family has owned 
property on Main Street 
since the 1800s.
 
The city and county benefit 

from the BID and the efforts 
of City Center Partnership 
to improve downtown, 
Lockwood says, because 
more people, greater 
occupancy, higher rents 
and increasing real estate 
values translate to a larger 
tax base. That is important 
for a city where a large 
percentage of property is 
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in the hands of govern-
ments and churches and is 
not taxed. For downtown, 
going up increases value 
by increasing density. A 
downtown tower like the 
Capital Center at Gervais 
and Assembly streets has 
466,000 square feet on 
one acre, while a mall like 
Columbiana Centre has 
over 800,000 square feet on 
probably 35-40 acres. 
 
And that value is 
increasing. Although still 
very affordable compared 
to other cities, Columbia is 
hitting all-time high rents, 
Lockwood says. “Rents are 
pushing up very high, $4-$5 
more a square foot than 
what we were getting five 
years ago,” which means 
higher taxes at the next 
reassessment.
 
“Downtown is a place of 
being now,” Lockwood says, 
particularly if you are in the 
financial services sector 
– finance, insurance and 
real estate. “It is absolutely 
necessary to be downtown 
because everyone else is 
downtown. And the people 
you do business with, your 
customers and clients, 
are downtown.” Being 
downtown validates you 
and “gives you a sense of 
being.” 
 
When AgFirst Farm Credit 
decided to sell its historic 
home in the Federal Land 
Bank Building at Hampton 
and Marion streets, which 
it had occupied since 1924, 
the bank made a conscious 
decision to remain 
downtown, purchasing the 
former Bank of America 
Plaza tower at 1901 Main 

Street in the northern 
end of the district. The 
original building is now the 
Land Bank Lofts, luxury 
apartments, adding to the 
area’s residential mix.
 
“We looked at properties 
both downtown and out 
of town,” said Charl Butler, 
executive vice president 
and chief operating officer 
of AgFirst. “We plotted 
where our employees 
live, and downtown was 
almost the center of that 
plot chart. Our employees 
expressed interest in 
remaining downtown so 
they could go to lunch, go 
to the Y, do things like that. 
A lot of them like to take 
walks around downtown.” 
AgFirst has 475 employees 

and anywhere from 50-100 
contractors in the building 
at any time. 
 
Real estate value also drove 
the decision to remain 
downtown, Butler says. 
AgFirst was able to buy 
the building at a very good 
value, and having existing 
tenants helped reduce 
occupancy costs. The 
building is about 92-93% 
occupied.
 
“Main Street has become 
a lot more active with 
the efforts of City Center 
Partnership,” Butler says. 
“There is a lot more traffic 
on Main Street than there 
used to be, and as much as 
anything else, I think that 

CHARL BUTLER 
“Main Street has become a lot more 
active with the efforts of City Center 

Partnership. There is a lot more traffic on 
Main Street than there used to be, and as 

much as anything else, I think that makes 
Main Street seem safer to people.”

“
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makes Main Street seem 
safer to people.” City Center 
Partnership has attracted 
more businesses, restaurants 
and other activity to the area. 
“That, in addition to more 
and more folks living on 
Main Street, particularly the 
students at the Hub, has just 
added to the vibrancy of Main 

Street. It’s made it a much 
better place,” Butler says.
 
By some estimates more than 
2,000 people now live in the 
Main Street District. Father 
and son developers Tom and 
Jeff Prioreschi, who founded 
Capitol Places, have been 
responsible for much of that. 
Starting with the redevelop-
ment of the historic Kress 
Building into 31 apartments 

in 1988, the Prioreschis 
have redeveloped, owned, 
or partially-owned residen-
tial developments in nine 
apartment and condomini-
um developments.
 
The City Center Partnership 
was instrumental in 
their strategy to focus on 
downtown Columbia. “We 
might have done one or 
two projects, but if it wasn’t 
for City Center Partnership 
and what they do, we would 
have run,” Jeff Prioreschi 
says. “There were so 
many issues. You want to 
overcome them. Without 
City Center Partnership 
there is no way we would 
have owned this much real 
estate downtown. It just 
wouldn’t have happened.”
 
Having people living 
downtown has changed the 
dynamic of Main Street and 
brought economic impact. 
Prioreschi cites a Cornell 
University study that 
found that the economic 
impact of one person living 
downtown is the same 
as eight people working 
downtown.
 

Among those Main Street 
residents is a large group 
of primarily University of 
South Carolina students 
who live in the Hub, the 
converted former SCANA 
headquarters at 1426 
Main Street that can 
accommodate up to 800 
residents. Those students 
have brought youth, the 
university, and energy to 
Main Street, Prioreschi says. 
“It has helped change the 
atmosphere of downtown 
and the Main Street area 
substantially. I think it was 
a huge, huge land.”
 
The opening of the Hub in 
2014 was one of several 
tipping points that helped 
spur redevelopment in 
the Main Street District. 
Another was the opening 
of Mast General Store at 
1601 Main Street in 2011 
in the former Lourie’s 
department store. City 
Center Partnership, 
which now counts at least 
65 retailers within the 
borders of the Business 
Improvement District, was 
a key component to Mast 
coming to Columbia. 
 

JEFF PRIORESCHI 
“Without City 

Center Partnership 
there is no way we 
would have owned 

this much real 
estate downtown.”

“
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Jeremy Becraft, general 
manager of Mast General 
Store, is very clear: “We 
wouldn’t have come here 
if City Center Partnership 
wasn’t here. One of the 
things that was important 
to us was looking at the 
state of downtown and 
what was the vision.” Mast 
found a downtown actively 
managed by City Center 
Partnership. “It is so very 
well run, and at the end of 
the day we are businesses, 
and we want to continue 
to improve, and we want to 
grow and we want to grow 
our downtown area, and I 
think having City Center 
Partnership there helps us 
all.”
 
Mast considers itself an 

SCOTT MIDDLETON 
“When I got down here, what 
I realized is that there is a lot 

more opportunity.”

“

anchor store for Main 
Street, and Becraft says 
they have been very excited 
to see other businesses, 
especially restaurants like 
Goodlife Café, The Grand, 
and Hendrix, come onto the 
1600 block.
 
“Main Street now is 
awesome,” Becraft says.
 
Scott Middleton, a 
healthcare executive, 
has become one of Main 
Street and downtown’s 
biggest cheerleaders and 
developers. Middleton was 
convinced five years ago 
to bring the headquar-
ters of his West Columbia 
businesses Agape Senior, 
Agape Hospice, and LTC 
Health Solutions to Main 

Street by construction 
executive and City Center 
Partnership Chairman Lee 
Mashburn. Middleton now 
owns and has redeveloped, 
or plans to redevelop, at 
least 12 properties in the 
Main Street District. 
 
His initial purchase 
included three buildings 
on the east side of the 1600 
block to house the corporate 
offices of his senior 
healthcare enterprises and 
Good Life Café, as well as 
space for Michael’s Café.
 
“When I got down here, 
what I realized is that there 
is a lot more opportunity,” 
he says, and he is now 
focused on turning the 1600 
block into an entertainment 
hub for Main Street. He 
has created The Grand on 
Main, a boutique bowling 
alley and restaurant in a 
building that housed an 
Army-Navy Store, relocated 
some of the corporate 
offices and replaced them 
with a TopGolf Swing Suite 
and 1626 on Main, an event 
space, all under The Venue 
on Main brand. 
 
He has plans for additional 
entertainment venues on 

PROPERTY VALUES
$302,288,292

$373,103,300

$403,212,282

$461,143,799

$485,938,900



10    

AWARDS

the west side of the block 
joining the Lula Drake Wine 
Parlour and the  
recently-opened Hendrix 
restaurant. His vision is to 
reach a point where people 
don’t necessarily say let’s go 
to Michael’s or let’s go to The 
Grand. “What you are going to 
say is ‘Let’s go to 1600 and see 
what is going on there’, just 

like people say meet me in 
the Vista.”
 
Middleton has also become 
a resident of Main Street, 
converting space above 
The Grand and the adjacent 
building into apartments for 
his extended family. 
Because of efforts by City 

Center Partnership, the Main 
Street District certainly has a 
lot more value today than it 
had 25 years ago, “and we see 
the next 10-15 years in this 
cycle where urban draw, this 
desire to be downtown, will 
continue,” says Lockwood. “It 
will not slow down.”    

2009 INTERNATIONAL DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION AWARD OF 
DISTINCTION FOR THE URBAN TOUR

2010 NEIGHBORHOOD COMMUNITY AWARD FROM COLUMBIA GREEN

2011 DOWNTOWN MERIT AWARD FROM THE INTERNATIONAL 
DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION FOR TRANSITIONS 

2012 AWARD FOR CIGARETTE BUTT CAMPAIGN FROM KEEP THE 
MIDLANDS BEAUTIFUL

2015 YELLOW JASMINE AWARD FOR COMMUNITY IMPACT FROM 
COLUMBIA CHAMBER

2017 ADVERTISING AWARDS FOR REBRANDING INITIATIVES FROM THE 
AMERICAN ADVERTISING FEDERATION OF THE MIDLANDS 
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Biggest Improvement 
in Columbia 

2013, 2014, 2015, 2018, 
& 2019

Honorable Mention – 2017

Best Use of Public 
Funds 

2015 & 2019
Runner Up – 2017

Honorable Mention - 2018

Best Retail District
Honorable Mention - 2019

MAIN STREET 
WINS FREE TIMES 
BEST OF AWARDS
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AT A GLANCE
2001

City Center Partnership 
formed.

2005

Nickelodeon Theatre 
purchases the former Fox 
Theatre building. 

2006

The International Downtown 
Association selects downtown 
Columbia for its 2006 Spring 
Conference.

2011

Mast General Store opens new 
store at 1601 Main Street. 

2012

The Arnold Companies 
completes redevelopment of 
the historic 101-room hotel 
into 51 urban residences – 
The Palms on Main. 

AgFirst pays $26 million for 
Bank of America Plaza and 
moves its operations and 
some 475 employees into the 
building.

2002

City Center Partnership 
contracts with Block by Block 
to help implement its Clean & 
Safe program. 

2003

Holder Properties begins 
development of Meridian, a 
17-story high-rise ($62 million 
construction project – 350,000 
square feet & 1008–space 
parking garage).

2004

First Citizens decides 
to relocate its corporate 
headquarters to Main Street. 
Approximately 250 employees 
will occupy the space. ($40 
million project – 170,000 
square feet and 2-story 
underground parking garage).  



2013

Columbia Marriott completes 
$12 million refresh project.

2018

Hotel Trundle opens at 1224 
Taylor Street ($10 million 
project). 

2019

1321 Lofts, a new luxury 
apartment complex opens at 
1321 Lady Street ($25 million 
project). 

2014

The Hub at Columbia opens 
on Main Street ($40 million 
project).

Agape Senior celebrates 
its grand opening of three 
historic buildings on the 1600 
block of Main Street.

2015

The Nickelodeon Theatre 
completes second floor 
renovation ($1.5 million 
project).

2017

The Grand opens at 1621 Main 
Street.
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By the late 1990s, downtown 
Columbia, like many 
American city centers, had 
been in a spiraling decline 

for decades. Downtown was mostly 
deserted after 5 p.m. when office 
workers headed back to the suburbs. 
There were few merchants and 
restaurants. Many buildings were 
vacant and in disrepair, and no one 
lived downtown. 

In 1997, the Columbia Downtown 
Business Association (CDBA) 
stepped in to study the feasibility 
of asking Columbia City Council 
to create a Business Improvement 
District (BID) under the state 
Municipal Improvement Act with 
the aim of revitalizing downtown. 
The 36-block  district would be 
managed by a new organization, the 
City Center Partnership, that would 
replace the business association.

The late Jim Leventis, a local 
attorney and chairman of the 
CDBA; the late Pete Cannon, a 
downtown property owner and 
strong BID proponent; and Ed 
Garrison, a downtown commercial 
real estate broker, were the 
organizing directors of the City 
Center Partnership.  All three were 
members of the CDBA board and 
had been involved in a two-year 
planning process to create the BID. 
 

“A need for marketing and safety drove the decision to do a BID,” said 
Garrison. Property owners wanted to fill the vacancies in commercial 
properties downtown, keep the existing businesses and recruit new 
ones, expand the residential base, and make downtown attractive 
to investors. And, the BID also provided a mechanism to generate 
funding to accomplish the mission. 

The BID is funded through a special assessment on real property 
and improvements within the district, with the proceeds going to 
provide an enhanced level of service to the district. Additional funds 
come from voluntary contributions by public and non-profit property 
owners, sponsorships, and grants.
 
More than 100 property owners petitioned the City Council to create 
the BID, which was established in 2001 for a five-year period. The BID 
was successfully renewed for another five years in 2006, and in 2011, 
it was renewed for 10 years. Another 10-year renewal is anticipated 
that will extend the BID’s life and the work of the CCP through 2032. 
The creation and renewal of the BID has been aided by a strong pub-
lic-private relationship with City Council.

A bright spot during the process to create the BID was the relocation 
of the Columbia Museum of Art to the old Belk’s department store in 
1998, and the creation of Boyd Plaza, a new public space. Additionally, 
New Jersey developer Tom Prioreschi acquired the former Kress 
building across from the museum and renovated it to create some of 
the first apartments on Main Street.

Garrison sees the pioneering work of the Prioreschis in downtown 
residential development, the opening of the museum and Mast 
General Store, and the renovation of SCANA’s headquarters into 
student housing as tipping points in the renaissance of Main Street.

Martha  Fowler, an original member of the CCP board, says Main 
Street “was the little engine that could. If we just kept chipping away 
and kept working, it was going to do something. It was just a question 
of when? And we had enough tenacity. I just absolutely believed in it 
with all my fiber.”   

HISTORY
City Center Partnership 

has its origins in a group 
of business people who 
recognized the value in 

downtown Columbia and 
that property owners 
needed to take action.
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on Main in 2008.

The City Center Partnership’s 
Clean and Safe Ambassadors 
are clearly the most 
visible part of City Center 
Partnership’s work and are 
known by their iconic Yellow 
Shirts.

From providing directions, 
to helping out stalled 
motorists, to giving rides, to 

YELLOW
SHIRTS
So who are those 

knowledgeable, helpful 
folks in the yellow shirts 

riding and walking 
around downtown 

Columbia? 

In 2002, City Center 
Partnership contracted 
with Block by Block to 
help implement their 

Clean & Safe program (Yellow 
Shirts). The Yellow Shirts 
have kept the Main Street 
District clean and safe for the 
past 17 years.

“If we did not have the Yellow 
Shirts, Main Street would not 
be a success,” says Martha 
Studstill, who opened Uptown 

In 2019, our Yellow Shirts have:
Logged more than 7,928 hospitality contacts, motorist 
assists, or safety escorts. A smiling, friendly Yellow 
Shirt is always ready to provide directions to nearby 
businesses, attractions or restaurants, a jump-start for a 
stalled car, or walk an employee to his or her car late at 
night. 

Removed nearly 128,737 lbs. of trash from the Main Street 
District.  Beyond the sanitation services the city pro-
vides, the Yellow Shirts clean seven days a week from 
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., picking up any trash, bagging it, 
and hauling it away. The clean team also includes “Ros-
ie,” an autonomous all-electric street cleaning machine, 
believed to be the first in the country.

Provided over 21,590 rides. Anyone in the Main Street 
District can call the Yellow Shirts at 803-309-7758 from 
7:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. seven days a week for a ride in “The 
City Rover,” a Honda Odyssey minivan, to any other 
location in the district.  

escorting people, to cleaning 
graffiti and picking up trash, 
to watering the hanging 
baskets that line Main Street, 
eleven ambassadors provide 
services from 7:30 a.m. to 
11:30 p.m. each day.

The Yellow Shirts also have 
had more than 900 contacts 
with homeless individuals in 
the district and made more 
than 60 outreach placements 
to Transitions, United Way, 
and Oliver Gospel Mission, 
helping with one of the 
district’s most persistent 
concerns. 

As the Main Street District 
has become more vibrant, the 
Yellow Shirts have put even 
more emphasis on hospitali-
ty efforts, nearly tripling the 
number of service contacts.
 
“We have a lot of people 
from out of town that come 
to the Main Street District,” 
says Charl Butler of AgFirst. 
“They like seeing the Yellow 
Shirts. They’ve had rides 
with the Yellow Shirts. The 
Yellow Shirts have given 
them directions. When they 
were here at the bank late, the 
Yellow Shirts have walked 
them down the street. In 
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some cases, it is as good or better than having 
a policeman out there. Less intimidating, plus 
they’ll give you a ride.”  

And helping create a safer Main Street District 
is one the Yellow Shirts’ most important tasks.
The Rev. Wendell Estep, who was pastor of 
First Baptist Church in downtown Columbia 
for 32 years, recalls a Bible study they had, 
and “some of the ladies were concerned about 
getting out of their cars and being down there,” 
so they contacted the Yellow Shirts. “They were 
escorting people to the church to make them 
feel comfortable. You know they are a highly 
visible presence downtown.”

Downtown workers, residents and visitors alike 
routinely praise the Yellow Shirts.    

The SMART System is a data management system 
specifically developed for Block By Block. The Yel-
low Shirt Ambassadors use SMART to document 
their activity while in the field.

SMART System stats began 
getting compiled in 2015.  Be-
low are measurements be-
tween 2015 and 2019.

25,698 584,306 98,571

POUNDS OF
TRASH REMOVED

(OVER 292 TONS)

COMPLIMENTARY
SHUTTLES

HOSPITALITY
ASSISTS



Hi! I started a new job downtown a couple of days ago, and I was 
given a number to call your shuttle. I definitely needed it that day in 

the heat! Tiffany was a lifesaver. She was great about coordinating where to 
do the pick-up, and she had such a clean and cold, a/c-blowing shuttle. She 
was so friendly. Thank you so much for this service, and a special thank 
you to Tiffany. - Johanna V.

My mom, two children, and I visited Columbia for a few days. We 
really didn’t know much about the city. We were trying to find the 

salamanders and learn a little bit more about some of the statues. Darius 
just happened to be near us when we were walking. He offered to show us 
where some of the statues were located, and he took us there on his ATV! 
We were blown away! He was wonderful and kind! Please tell Darius ‘thank 
you’ again for all his hospitality! My daughter (6 years old) said, ‘He is the 
nicest man ever!’ - Amanda F.

I’d like to recognize and thank one of your team members, Patrice, 
who assisted me yesterday as I was leaving work. My car was in the 

Washington Street garage and would not start (around 7:45 pm). He jumped 
my battery so I could drive home. He was pleasant, professional, and had a 
positive attitude. I really appreciated his assistance at the end of a long day. 
-  S. Dye

I am a federal employee at the Strom Thurmond Federal Building at 
1835 Assembly Street. Yesterday, I dropped off my son at the daycare 

center like I normally do, and when I returned to my vehicle, a 2017 Honda 
Accord, it wouldn’t start. My first instinct was to call the dealership, since 
this is a fairly new car. They gave me the number to roadside service and 
told me I simply needed a jump-start. They placed me in the queue and 
gave me a 60-minute window of wait time. So, I thought of contacting what 
we affectionately call the “Yellow Shirts,” and my call was taken immedi-
ately. Mr. Herman Green was dispatched to meet me, and he provided a 
jump-start. I can’t be more grateful for the quick service.  -N. Hayes

I’ve been riding the Courtesy Shuttle for a while, and I truly enjoy the 
service. I would especially like to compliment Darlene. She provides 

great customer service! She always greets you with a smile, is always on 
time, and the car is always clean. She is truly an asset to your organization. 
Thank you, City Center Partnership, for providing this free service. 
-  D. Harris

PATRICE

HERMAN

DARLENE

DARIUS

TIFFANY





Steve Benjamin, Mayor
“The success and strength of our city 
in recent years is directly tied to the 

revitalization of Main Street. I am 
thankful for the leadership, dedication, 
service, and smiles of the professionals 
at the City Center Partnership. Because 
of them our urban core is stronger than 

ever. Main Street is vibrant and alive, 
and the best is yet to come.”

“



SHAYLA MERRITT, STEVENS & WILKINSON
“I have a big-city vibe. I’m from a big city, but there 

is something about being here that I really enjoy. 
Downtown is a mix. I like knowing that you can bump 

into someone who works for a bank; you can bump 
into a lawyer. You can bump into a doctor, a restaurant 

owner, a hotel owner. I like that there is an eclectic 
mix. I really do thrive in those types of environments.”

“

A PLACE TO WORK
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WThe Main Street District is no longer a place where office 
workers go into their tower at 9 a.m. and leave to go home 
at 5 p.m. New businesses are moving in, and old businesses 
are relocating to the city’s revitalized, vibrant urban center, 

bringing an engaged, talented workforce.  

RANDY, HALLS CHOPHOUSE
“I enjoy Main Street, because at this point in 

my life, it is everything I need. My job is within 
walking distance, which is wonderful. I feel safe 
at all the restaurants on Main Street. I can treat 
myself to a day at the Columbia Museum of Art, 
shop at the local retail stores, catch a movie at 
the Nick, and grab some gifts at Mast General 
Store and Uptown on Main. The Main Street 

District is so convenient for someone like me.”

“

11.45% 856 $20.8514,000
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RITA PATEL, HOTEL TRUNDLE 
“It was the perfect timing…Main 
Street which was exponentially 
getting more developed by the 
month…and the amenities like 

restaurants, bars, entertainment, 
and the walkability of Main Street 

could supplement the hotel.”

“

A PLACE TO PLAY

Photo Credit: Jeff Blake



From the weekly 
Soda City 
Market to the 
monthly First 

Thursday on Main to 
annual events like 
the Hip Hop Family 
Day, Latin Festival, 
Pride Festival, and 
the Famously Hot 
New Year, the Main 
Street District provides 
plenty of opportuni-
ties to play.  The Main 
Street District is the 
most popular venue 
for events – More than 
100 each year. 

EMILE DEFELICE, SODA CITY MARKET
“The mayor had it right from the get-

go – the city has to grow from the 
inside out. This is the inside.”

“

Soda City Market recently expanded 
to the 1600 Block of Main.

Soda City Market recently expanded to their 4th block (1600 Block) of 
Main. This privately operated market generates thousands of business 
licenses and over $6 million in city-taxed gross sales per year. There 
are 5,000 – 7,000 visitors who attend Soda City every Saturday and up to 
10,000 on a special event day.   
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A PLACE TO LIVE

HUNTER HARLEY, USC STUDENT AND FORMER RESIDENT OF THE HUB
“I decided to live downtown because it seemed cool. I’ve 

always wanted to live in a city; I love downtowns. I love being 
able to walk and have access to the community around me.”

“

Photo Credit: Jeff Blake
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With nearly 1,000 apartments and condos occupied, under con-
struction, or planned, and an estimated 2,000 residents, the 
Main Street District is a popular multigenerational urban 
neighborhood for students, millennials, office workers, and 

empty nesters. Residents have easy access to all of Columbia’s unique 
attractions, including the Columbia Museum of Art, Richland Library, 
the State House, Soda City Market, Nickelodeon Theatre, and the many 
restaurants and specialty shops located throughout the Main Street 
District.  

TERRY DAVIS, RESIDENT SINCE 2006
“I have a group of friends who all live 

downtown. Our life is here. We don’t have to go 
someplace else. I can walk to a movie and meet 
friends for a drink or dinner. We even have golf.”

“

789+ $1,150 2,000
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A PLACE TO SHOP
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Jeremy Becraft, the general manager of Mast General Store at 
1601 Main St., is very clear: “We wouldn’t have come here if 
City Center Partnership wasn’t here.” And when Mast decided 
to come to Columbia in 2011, City Center Partnership was 

already heavily engaged in rebuilding Columbia’s downtown retail.

JEREMY BECRAFT, MAST 
“There is a reason why the Main 

Street District is consistently voted 
‘Biggest Improvement in Columbia’ 

and ‘Best use of Public Funds’ by 
readers of the Free Times”

“

City Center Partnership 
now counts over 65 
retailers within the 
Business Improvement 
District which encom-
passes the 36-block area 
bounded by Gervais, 
Elmwood, Assembly, 
and Marion streets. The 
mix includes merchants 

who have been on Main 
Street for decades, 
like King’s Jewelers, 
Sylvan’s Jewelers, 
Coral’s Ladies Fashion, 
Granger Owings, and 
newer merchants like 
Mast General Store and 
Uptown Gifts.

“One of the things that 
was important to us 
was looking at the state 
of downtown and what 
was the vision,” Becraft 
says. Mast found a 
downtown actively 
managed by City Center 
Partnership. 

20191974

Granger
Owings

2008

Uptown
On Main

2011

Mast General
Store

Market
On Main

2017

Miss Cocky
Boutique
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that Main Street could be a good 
argument.”

A decade later Main Street is 
a lot more dynamic, and both 
Uptown on Main and Main Street 
are successful. And Studstill 
says much of the credit for Main 
Street’s success goes to the City 
Center Partnership. 

One initiative that Studstill and 
Becraft praise is City Center 
Partnership’s signature Clean and 
Safe program along with its iconic 
Yellow Shirts. “If we did not have 
the yellow shirt program, Main 
Street would not be a success,” 
Studstill says.

Becraft agrees, “As somebody 
who is on Main Street every day 
and has a relationship with these 
people, I see what they do and 
the value that they provide, not 
only for the merchants and the 
businesses, but the people who are 
coming to visit downtown.”

Martha Studstill, who opened 
Uptown on Main in the 1200 
block of Main Street in October 
of 2008, echoes Becraft. When 
she began looking at putting 
in a retail location, Main Street 
was a very different place. “My 
daughter and I walked Main 
from the Statehouse to City 
Hall in March of 2008. I was 
stunned at what had happened 
to Main Street in the 20 years 
since I had spent time there. It 
was bad.”
 
But then Studstill discovered 
the City Center Partnership 
“and I thought, well, somebody 
else thinks Main Street is a 
good investment.” Studstill 
believed she could meet a need 
for office workers that was 
not being met. “I think maybe 
the only place you could buy 
a greeting card on Main Street 
was the Columbia Marriott’s 
gift shop, which was very 
limited. So, I just really felt 

But the real value that City 
Center Partnership brings to 
the merchants on Main Street, 
they say, comes from the 
leadership the organization 
brings to the table. For Studstill 
that leadership shows in City 
Center Partnership’s ability to 
manage the often-competing 
interests of workers, retailers, 
restaurants, and visitors. 
“Sometimes those interests 
overlap, and City Center 
Partnership recognizes that 
and tries to meet the need. 
Their influence has been really 
important,” she says. 

“There is a reason why the 
Main Street District is con-
sistently voted ‘Biggest 
Improvement in Columbia’ 
and ‘Best Use of Public Funds’ 
by readers of the Free Times, 
Becraft says.  This year, 
Main Street was also named 
honorable mention in the ‘Best 
Shopping District’ category.”    

11.45%65+
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Who would have ever 
imagined that we could have 
come this far in the past 
few years on Main Street? 
Since my chairmanship of 
the City Center Partnership 
started nearly two years ago, 
we’ve added a world class 
steakhouse, a boutique bowling 
alley, a boutique hotel, indoor 
golf, and a new chef-driven 
restaurant with a rooftop bar to 
the Main Street District. We’ve 
made major enhancements 
to our downtown museum, 
converted an office tower 
into 130 apartments, have 
nearly completed a market on 
Main Street, and have made 
Saturdays the most sought 
after day to come hang out on 
Main Street.  

But all that is behind us, and 
now it’s time to think and 
move forward. We know our 
office market is bustling, and 
we need another office tower. 
It’s time to focus on corporate 
and office recruitment. We 
have the quality of life, and 
we have the infrastructure in 
place to support it, but we need 
additional product to help put 
more feet on the streets of 
the Main Street District. This 
has been a challenge with our 
tax rate among the highest 
in the country (precipitated 
in part by the large amount 

of non-taxed property in the 
hands of government and 
non-profits), our lease rates 
struggling to support rising 
construction costs, and limited 
land or property to support 
another tower. This is why the 
City Center Partnership is so 
crucial moving forward over 
the next 20 years. 

I spend a lot of time in 
downtown Charleston and 
Greenville, and I see the 
growth spreading off their 
Main Streets and into adjacent 
areas and neighborhoods. 
Columbia has seen some of 
this with the conversion of 
buildings on Taylor and Sumter 
streets for Hotel Trundle and 
Boudreaux, the conversion of 
an office tower on Washington 
Street to a hotel, and the 
announcement of a six-story 
mixed-use retail/apartment 
building at the corner of Lady 
and Assembly streets. But we 
need to accelerate the pace of 
this outward push.

The Main Street District sits 
at the very heart of our city, 
surrounded by revitalization 
and redevelopment efforts in 
the North Main, Bull Street, 
Five Points, South Main, and 
Vista areas. A strong and vital 
Main Street District brings 
connectivity across downtown.

Columbia is close, and it all 
starts from the growth within 
the central business district 
and spreads across our fine 
city. It starts on Main Street, 
and it starts with leadership 
from our city, our businesses 
and organizations like CCP 
working together to continue 
to develop and grow our 
districts, making Columbia 
the next rising star in South 
Carolina. We are not far off.    

FROM THE 
CHAIRMAN

LEE MASHBURN 
CCP CHAIRMAN (2018 - 2019)

n



MELANIE HUGGINS, RICHLAND LIBRARY
“I think sometimes business owners tend 

to think pretty myopically about what 
creates value. When you have places like 
the library and the museum and cultural 
organizations that are part of this Main 
Street District, I think business owners 

now see what value that has.”

“

A PLACE TO LEARN

Richland Library & Portrait Photo Credit: Richland Library
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With 36 properties listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, the Main Street District is unquestionably the heart 
of Columbia’s arts, history, and culture scene. The Richland 
Library, The Columbia Museum of Art, the Nickelodeon, City of 

Columbia Art Center, and other venues provide a diverse range of experi-
ences and learning opportunities.  



First Baptist Church

Ebenezer Lutheran 
Church

Washington Street 
United Methodist Church

First Presbyterian 
Church

Bahá’í Faith

Main Street United 
Methodist Church

Ladson Presbyterian 
Church

Christ Central Ministries 
– City of Hope Worship 
Center

Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church

Arsenal Hill Presbyterian 
Church

St. Peters Catholic 
Church

Sidney Park CME
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A PLACE TO WORSHIP



DAVID TURNER, EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH
“Ebenezer is in the heart of the 

historic Robert Mills District, and 
we benefit greatly from the work 
of City Center Partnership. CCP 

serves our community invaluably 
through marketing efforts, business 

development, and security.” 

REV. PAUL AEBISCHER, EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH
“We talk too little about the joys and 

opportunities of being a congregation in a 
downtown setting. Ebenezer is surrounded by 
a diverse, eclectic, and vibrant neighborhood 

that offers unique ministry opportunities. Our 
visible partnership with CCP makes it clear 

that we are a Church, not only for our members, 
but for the downtown community of Columbia.” 

“

“
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A PLACE TO WORSHIP

The Main Street District is home to many of Columbia’s historic 
churches – some dating back to the 1800s. With well over ten 
churches located in the City Center, many denominations are 
represented.   Churchgoers can enjoy a Sunday brunch after 

service or spend time strolling the vibrant streets at shops and public 
spaces.  



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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BACK ROW 
Robert Lewis, Glen Caulk, H. Lee Mashburn, Jr., 
Matt Kennell, John Griggs, H. Freeman Belser

FRONT ROW 
Sam Johnson, Rita Patel, Jeremy Becraft, Henri 
Baskins, Jeff Prioreschi, Clara Langley, Jason Caskey

The Board of Directors oversees City Center Partnership’s 
mission — to focus on filling vacancies in commercial 
properties, retaining existing downtown businesses and 
recruiting new ones, expanding the downtown residential base, 
and creating a safe, clean, and friendly downtown environment.



ANNUAL REPORT ·  2019    37

CCP BOARD MEMBERS

CCP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

JOHN ANDOH
Central Midlands Regional 
Transit Authority  

H. FREEMAN BELSER
Belser & Belser PA

HON. STEVE BENJAMIN
City of Columbia

PAUL BOUKNIGHT
Prisma Health

LEONARDO BROWN
Richland County

GLEN CAULK
Nelson Mullins

RAJ CHAMPANERI
Lexington Hospitality

RICHARD H. COHN, SR.
Cohn Construction Services

MATT KENNELL
President & CEO 
City Center Partnership

JOHN GRIGGS
Chairman
Synovus Bank

SHARON BRYANT
Vice Chairman
First Citizens Bank

JASON CASKEY
Treasurer
University of South 
Carolina Foundations

RYAN COLEMAN
City of Columbia

CHAD ELSEY
Cantina 76

WILLIAM VAUGHN GRANGER, JR.
Granger Owings

CLARA LANGLEY
McDonald’s

ROBERT LEWIS
Rogers Lewis

SHELLY LITTLE
Arnold Companies

HON. PAUL LIVINGSTON
Richland County

HON. REV. EDWARD MCDOWELL, JR.
City of Columbia

SCOTT MIDDLETON
LTC Health Solutions

JEFF PRIORESCHI
GBX Global

AMY REEVES
Hertz Properties

HON. ALLISON TERRACIO
Richland County

MARY WINTER TEASTER
Colliers International

TERESA WILSON
City of Columbia

HEATHER MITCHELL
Secretary
Boudreaux Group

RITA PATEL
Marketing Committee Chair
Hotel Trundle

JEREMY BECRAFT
Long Range Planning 
Committee Chair
Mast General Store

SAM JOHNSON
Public Space Committee Chair
Nexsen Pruet

H. LEE MASHBURN, JR.
Immediate Past Chair
Mashburn Construction

HENRI BASKINS
Columbia Chamber

ROBERT (BOB) CASLEN, JR.
University of South 
Carolina
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WHO IS CCP

MATT KENNELL
President & CEO 

KAREL GIVENS
Vice President, 
Administration & 
Development

JENNA BRIDGERS
Vice President, 
Recruitment
  
LORRI-ANN CARTER
Director of 
Marketing

ALLEN FRANKLIN
Director of 
Operations 

HAZEL STOKES
Administrative 
Assistant

PICTURED ABOVE  
Lorri-Ann Carter, Jenna Bridgers, Allen Franklin, Matt Kennell, Karel Givens, Hazel Stokes

In 2001, City Center Partnership was formed to manage the 
downtown Business Improvement District in the 36-block area 
bounded by Gervais, Elmwood, Assembly, and Marion streets in 
Columbia, SC. The organization provides public space management, 
economic development, place management, marketing services, 
and public advocacy for the Main Street District.  

CCP STAFF



We know our 
place in the 
community. 

Right by 
your side.

We believe a community is only as strong as the people who give back to it. That’s why we’re dedicated to doing our 
part to ensure we continue to learn, grow and thrive. Together, we can make our communities even stronger.

Member FDIC. Only deposit products are FDIC insured. 



To contact City Center Partnership, visit 
mainstcolasc.com or call (803) 233-0620

THE MAIN STREET DISTRICT HAS IT ALL
Enjoy art, live entertainment, cultural events, shopping, and some of 

the greatest foodie hotspots in the heart of the Capital City. 


