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Subject: Grade 4 English 

Term 1 

Week: 8 Lesson Number: 15 

Date:  

Topic: Narrative – Science Fiction 

Text: Diamond Hunter 

Practice: Reading/Writing Skill: Strategy 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction 

This lesson has 1 Resource titled, “Diamond Hunter”.  

Instructions 

In your Exercise book, copy the Header. Make sure your hand writing is neat and 

legible. (I will be checking your Exercise book when you return to school). 

Diamond Hunter 
Written by John Lockyer 
Illustrated by Lorenzo van der Lingen 
Paragraph 1 
Cruz felt the crumpled map in his pocket and remembered the strange little curio shop where 
he’d found it. The shop sold all kinds of things from Egyptian artifacts, shimmering silk, cheap 
statues of emperors, queens and kings, to jewelry, gold, and old books and papers. The map 
was in a small, glass case. It was drawn in hieroglyphics. The shopkeeper said it had belonged 
to ancient explorers. Cruz didn’t believe her but he was curious and bought it anyway. Later, 
when he looked closer at the map, he realized there was a tiny key to the hieroglyphics. The 
map was of the old city, now in ruins. Among the ruins was a narrow alley. And in the alley was 
a secret door that supposedly led to a lost treasure. 
Paragraph 2 
Cruz stood along in the alley. He had been up and down the narrow passage many times and 
was getting hungry and tired. He’d looked carefully at the crumbling walls and crawled along the 
cobbled path searching for the secret door, but so far hadn’t found it.  
Paragraph 3 
It was getting dark and cold. He tightened his coat and looked at the map again. He knew he 
was in the right place. He could feel it. Frustrated, however, he decided to give up for the day. 
Paragraph 4 
As he turned to leave, he was drawn to an archway that was lettered with stumps of broken 
statues. He hadn’t thought much about it before, but looking at it this time sent shivers down his 
spine. Cruz crawled in behind the pieces and pressed himself against the wall. It suddenly 
creaked and crashed inward. 

 

Practice Exercise 1 

Read the extract from Resource “Diamond Hunter” and answer the questions. Copy the 

Question first and then answer the Question in complete sentences. 
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1. Before you read the “Diamond Hunter”, what do you think the story will be about? 

Begin your sentence like this: I think the text “” will be about ……………………… 

 

2. How many paragraphs are in the story? Begin your sentence like this: There are 

……………………..paragraphs in the story. 

 

3. How many sentences are in the first paragraph? Begin your sentence like this: 

There are ……………………... sentences in the first paragraph. 

 

4. Copy the first sentence of Paragraph 1. (Write neatly and do not miss a word) 

5. Copy the last sentence of Paragraph 1. (Write neatly and do not miss a word) 

6. Find words that are not familiar to you in Paragraph 1 and copy them down. 

(List the words) 

7. Now see if you can guess the meaning of the words by looking at the surrounding 

words. (What part of speech do you think the unfamiliar word is? This will give 

you a clue to the meaning of the word.) Part of speech refers to whether the 

word is a noun, pronoun, verb, adverb or adjective in the story. 

 

8. Write down what you think the word means: (Make a table like the one below to 

answer questions 8 & 9) 

 

Unfamiliar Word What I think 
the word 
means? 

What I think 
the Part of 
Speech is? 

Dictionary 
Meaning 

Part of 
Speech from 
the Dictionary 

My Score 

      

      

 

9. Now check the meaning in your dictionary. Also check which part of speech the word 

is. Were you close? ………………………………………………………… 

10. Now put a cover over the first Paragraph and predict what sort of information will be 

in sentence 2, and 3. 

Write this prediction down. Begin your sentence like this: 

a. I think sentence 2 will say something about …………………………………….. 

 because Sentence 1 mentions ………………………………………………… 

11. Now take the cover off and check. Were you close enough?  

        

This first phrase of your reading is an important reading skill and every time you read 

something, predict from the heading what the text will be about and scan for information 

as quickly as possible.  

 

 


