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Mission Statement 

To preserve, protect, maintain and enhance the environmental, aesthetic, and  
recreational value of Lake George and its watershed. 

 
 

Funding Achieved For Water Quality Study 
 
The Water Quality Sub-Committee of Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc. has been 
successful in securing an Environmental Trust Fund grant for a comprehensive study 
this summer.  The mandate of this committee, in part is “to come to a comprehensive 
understanding of what a healthy lake means and to understand all the factors, both 
natural and anthropogenic, that may affect that health in the short and long term through 
the development of a study program(s).”  The grant is worth approximately $5000.  
 
We are currently working on designing a series of studies to be implemented this 
summer to gather data on a variety of indicators in an effort to determine the overall 
health of the water in the lake. Our starting point will be identify and record baseline 
water quality indicators pertaining to the Lake George environment.  This information will 
be used to evaluate the quality of water and aquatic habitat within the lake relative to 
existing indices, and to derive feasible and measurable objectives to guide subsequent 
monitoring and public education efforts for our newly formed association of cottage 
owners. 
 
The research activities proposed, as described in our ETF application include: 
shoreline survey, water quality data gathering and bathometric data. 
 
Shoreline Survey 
 
Purpose: The purpose of the shoreline survey will be to identify and inventory point 
sources along the lake.  These would consist of water inlets, outlets, run-off ditches, any 
pipes, lawns, etc, around the perimeter of the lake, as well as locations subject to 
erosion.  The information acquired will be documented and mapped with the use of a 
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GPS.  It is very important for landowners along the shoreline to know two very important 
things: 1) No one will cross or access your land without your permission, and 2) this is 
not a witch-hunt.  We are not looking to gather information to report potential 
environmental violations, or otherwise harass cottage owners.  We will simply note what 
we see.  Should potential water quality issues be noted (e.g., algal blooms) at some 
future date, and something did appear on the survey that may be contributing to this, this 
information would be a means for us to understand the situation and work together with 
any landowners to mitigate the situation to everyone’s satisfaction and benefit.  
 
Water Quality Data Gathering 
 
Lake Data 
A point in the “middle” of the lake will be identified and marked with GPS where a weekly 
sampling program will be implemented.  Data gathering will include: dissolved oxygen, 
conductivity, temperature and pH. A YSI Meter will be used to gather this data.  The 
sampling will be done once a week at the same location for an entire year, or as often as 
can reasonably be achieved.  
 
Water Sampling 
Water samples will also be gathered at approximately 6 locations around the lake and 
tested for coliforms. These locations will include the outlet of the lake, and major water 
inlets, and at public beach areas (park and north beach).  If water quality is good at 
these potential point sources then it will very likely be good throughout the lake.  If there 
are problems at these locations then measures would be design to address them. The 
results will be compared to CCME Recreational Water Quality Guidelines and 
Aesthetics, as well as Canadian Water Quality Guidelines for the Protection of Aquatic 
Life.   
 
Water Levels 
In conjunction with the above, water levels will be gathered via a stationary graduated 
measuring rod deployed in the lake, likely at several locations. This information will 
indicate the degree of temporal and seasonal variation in water levels, and will also 
provide important baseline data for future monitoring of the unforeseen implications of 
climate change on lake ecosystems.  
 
Bathometric Data 
 
Using a GPS unit and depth sound wired together a detailed bathometric survey of the 
lake will be created.  It is hoped that a 3D map of the lake bottom can be created.  This 
aspect of the assessment will facilitate analysis of the influence of depth and hydrology 
for a range of other environmental considerations, including water quality parameters, 
biodiversity, and flushing rates.  
 
For a more complete report from the committee, please see the LGHPI website. 
Chris Blair 
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Positive Steps Forward For The  LGHPI 
President's Report By Hal Mersereau 

 
An interim Board of Directors in 2008 / 2009 was dedicated to putting into place the 
operational bylaws and structure of our association. The elected Board of Directors in 
2009 / 2010 began to define what we are about and what we do, as well as raising our 
profile and attempting to increase our membership. 
 
Over the last several months, several projects have come together that indicate that the 
hard work of our Committees is beginning to payoff in ways that will greatly benefit our 
association and consequently its membership. 
 
From the very beginning our concern as an association has been about the “water 
quality“. Through the hard work of Chris Blair (Water Committee Chair and Board 
Member) and Rebecca Mersereau (Water Committee member), a substantial 
Environmental Trust Fund Grant has been received. This is a really big deal for us and a 
major step forward, and marks a milestone in our development as a meaningful 
association.  
 

Be Active, Be Informed, Be Well-Connected: 
Become a Member of the Lake  

George Watershed Preservation Inc. 
 
If you are a permanent or part-time lake area resident or lake user the Lake  
George Habitat Preservation Inc. (LGHP Inc.) needs you!  As a lake  
resident or user you have a vested interest in things like water quality,  
harvesting operations and wildlife concerns.  By joining the LGHP Inc. you  
can have your voice heard on these issues and many more. 
 
The Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc. is now in its second year of  
formal operation.  Our purpose is to educate property owners and other lake  
users about water quality, conservation, pollution and safety as well as  
acting in support of issues which concern the welfare of the lake in  
general. LGHP Members receive valuable and interesting information through  
our newsletters, email communication on current and critical issues, and  
access to our website.  We also hold an Annual General Meeting each year  
where we have guest speakers and discuss the goings on of the LGHP Inc. over  
the year. 
 
Your participation is important. An organized association can serve many  
functions – from providing a collective and recognized voice to our  
government, to promoting a healthy community environment for all neighbors.  
The LGHP Inc. offers a public forum where issues dealing with the well-being  
of our lake environment, properties and community are heard and appropriate  
actions taken. Your membership is an investment in your property.  Have your voice 
heard on matters concerning our lake.  Become a member! 
 
Christie MacKeigan 
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In addition, we have received word that our application for a summer student under the   
"Canada  Summer Jobs"  program , has been successful. This will allow research and 
hopefully some publication related to the history of the settling of Lake George.  
 
Board Members Emily Haswell and Lynne Horsnell have gone to great lengths to get our 
association into the “Adopt a Highway“ program which involves yearly roadside cleanup. 
This year, that activity will take place on May 29th.  
 
Our first major fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday, July 17th. Under the leadership of 
Board member Stuart Blair, this event (Downtown  Blues Band playing at a dance at the 
Harvey Recreation Centre) promises to provide us with some much needed funds to 
apply to future projects. I hope you are not too late to get tickets.  
 
One of our major objectives is to increase our membership. It is hoped that our 
membership drive will see more of the 400 + residents of the Lake George Community 
become  members of the LGHPI.  At present we have only 80 + members.  A greater 
membership allows us to speak with a stronger voice. 
 
Annual Meeting ( Thursday / July 15th 6:00 pm ) 
This meeting is at the Harvey Memorial Community (Rec) Centre and will feature reports 
from our active committees and the election of new directors.  
 
A nominating committee will bring names forward in addition to accepting nominations 
from the floor. If you have an interest in this area, please contact the present director 
from your area. 
 
A highlight of this years’ meeting will be a presentation by Katherine Dewar, a volunteer 
with Birds Watch Canada, who has had experience with the Canadian Lakes Loon 
Survey on Lake Utopia in Charlotte County. Her colorful and interesting presentation on 
all things loony will leave you with a wealth of information on this remarkable species. 
  

LAKE GEORGE HABITAT PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION 
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 

 
The Association has now adopted a highway – currently from the CE Centre at the 
corner of Route 635 & the Lake Road to the Lake George Family Campground on Route 
636. This is a three-year commitment, with 2010 our first. 
 
On Saturday, May 29 we invite all Lake George people who can help, including children 
and adults.  We will meet at 9:30 a.m.; you may choose the starting point of either the 
Lake George Family Campground or meet at the CE Centre on Route 635. 
 
TIPS:  Probably the best tip is to leave our pets at home for their safety… and for the 
safety of all involved. 
 
Clothing – dress accordingly -- we will be in ditches, bushes, weeds and reeds… 
comfortable boots or waterproof shoes are suggested.  Dress in layers… it could be cool 
when we start in the morning and perhaps warmer as the day progresses.  Gear –
Hat/cap, bug jacket, work gloves, bug spray, sun screen; water and a packaged snack 
i.e. trail mix, easy to carry fruit, vegetables.  Safety vests will be provided for the day.  
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Bags for collecting debris and garbage will be provided.  You may join us at 9:30 at 
either of the starting points or join in at anytime during the day.  We hope to finish by 
3:30 p.m. at the Hyde Road working our way to the Mick Mack Trailer Park Clubhouse. 
A roundup event is scheduled from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. at the Mick Mack Trailer Club Park 
Clubhouse -- Hot dogs and  snack food, will be provided along with juice, tea, and 
coffee. 
 
This is OUR LAKE, our pride and joy…. Let’s get together not only for the task of 
cleaning the road area, but also to get to know one another.  
CONTACT:  Contact Emily Haswell   459-4833 or Lynne Horsnell  472-4352 with any 
questions 
 
It is important that this activity be a huge success.  We need all the hands and helpers 
who can show up … you may volunteer for the entire day, or for any part of the day…. 
Every hand can help. 
 

MY LAKE 
 

I’d like to think that everyone has their own special place. A place they know that no one 
will judge them and they can really be themselves. A place they love to go to, and hate 
to leave. I know that my own special place is at my camp on Lake George. 
 
If you walk down our driveway, and turn left the next four or five driveways you turn into, 
you will always find someone who knows you and cares about you. I really feel safe here 
and although I may not be technically related to all of these people, I still consider them 
family. 
 
The hot summer days are my favourite, just like today. The parents sitting up on the 
deck with assorted snacks, watching the kids swim as they discover new rocks or come 
up with new games. Eventually, the kids will all come up, wrapped in towels and we can 
always find someone’s lap to sit on. Supper time is also fun. The plans are made, and 
everyone goes their separate ways. Then one by one, everyone appears with their own 
contribution to the meal. Once all the food is on the table, it gets pretty hectic. Everyone 
reaching for something, and filling up their plates. Once everyone has their food, we start 
to chat. There are rarely any serious conversations at the lake. Mostly laughing and 
remembering old times. Then, we all move to the other side of the screened in porch, 
when someone will go out and start a fire. On nights when the bugs are especially bad, 
the women and kids will stay in the porch, while the men usually sit around the fire. 
 
Most nights, we all try and pry ourselves a seat around the fire and we end up sitting in a 
tight little circle. Some of us sitting on beer coolers or on each other. After the fire has 
died down a little bit, marshmallows are broken out and it’s a scramble to find a good 
roasting stick. Some of us roast our marshmallows until they’re perfectly golden on the 
outside and melted on the inside while the rest of us wait for the next available roaster. 
The parents try and keep track of how many all their children have had and the kids 
always try and sneak in a few more without being noticed. Once all that’s over with, we 
sit back down and chat. I love it when one conversation ends and everyone just stares at 
the fire, not saying a word. One by one, the women head off to bed, and take their 
children with them. After a while it’s only the men left. I love going to sleep with the 
sound of them laughing. It’s very comforting. 
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I love my camp, but I think the thing that makes it my favourite place on earth are the 
people. These people have no idea how much they mean to me. I know that no matter 
where my life takes me and what happens, I will always have them to fall back on. They 
are my family and I couldn’t live without them. 
By Jessica Blair, age 15 
 

LGHPI FUNDRAISER 
 
Mark your calendars and book your tickets now for the big kick off summer party with 
the Downtown Blues Band on Saturday July 17th at the Harvey Community Center.   The 
price is $20 dollars per person, tickets are limited and all net proceeds will go to the Lake 
George Habitat Preservation. 
 
Great time to enjoy one of Fredericton’s best party bands in your own back yard.  If you 
want tickets contact Stuart Blair 366-5663  stuart@coveybasics.com or any of the Lake 
Zone directors. 
 
We are introducing our summer line of Lake George clothing and will have samples you 
can order at our Annual meeting or we will be emailing all members out an order form in 
early July. 
 
 


