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NB Lakes in “Pretty Good Shape” 
But Environment Official Urges Vigilance 

 
Those who attended last July’s Annual Meeting of the Lake George Habitat 
Preservation Association were given cause for optimism, but also urged to not let 
their guard down when it comes to preserving the Lake’s water quality.  John 
O’Keefe of Environment New Brunswick’s regional office says periodic testing 
and monitoring of the lakes in the province have shown encouraging results.  He 
identified two concerns, one, that the lakes are naturally eutrophic, or rich in 

Board of Directors: 
Zone 1  CE Centre, Lake Road to Lakeshore Road, Right and Left Branches 
of Lakeshore Road.  Directors: Lynne Horsnell and Melanie Wood 
Zone 2  CE Centre along Route 635 to Ewart Hyde Road, Ewart Hyde Road, 
Sunset Cove Road,  Wilroy Lane.  Directors: Dennis Doherty and Ivan Sears 
Zone 3  Route 635 from Ewart Hyde Road to junction of Route 636, 
McGeorge Lane and McGeorge Subdivision.   Directors: Stuart Blair and Emily 
Haswell 
Zone 4  Route 636 from Junction of Route 635 to the Campground, McMurray 
Road and Cottage Lane.  Directors: Fred Blair and Gary Parks 
Zone 5  Route 636 from the Campground to Russell Bell Road , Russell Bell 
Road and Hazen Lane.   Directors: Reigh Sweezey and 1 position vacant 
Directors at Large: Directors: Chris Blair and Christie MacKeigan. 
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nutrients and the resulting excessive plant growth can be a problem, and 
secondly, the actions of people can accelerate this process.   
  
O’Keefe, the meeting’s guest speaker, urges that lake dwellers and users be 
aware of the best practices of sustainable development.  This includes following 
the guidelines and regulations on septic system installation.  Other concerns he 
identified include residential run-off from driveways which lead to the water, or 
boat launches, run-off from adjacent lawns which might have pesticides or other 
chemicals, boats and the potential leakage of petroleum products and laundry or 
personal washing in or near the water. He identifies soap as being loaded with 
phosphorus which can accelerate the eutrophication process. 
  
The Environment official says he is encouraged by the development of Lake 
Associations which he feels can assist with the monitoring of water quality and be 
alert to any potential threats to the lake environment.  He says he will always 
respond quickly to a lake association.  He encouraged the membership and its 
association to take advantage of funding programs of his department including 
the Environmental Trust Fund, which can provide the resources for studies or 
projects designed to enhance water quality. 
  
A subsequent meeting took place in August with Mr. O'Keefe and other 
government officials and members of the lake association’s Board of Directors, 
on the specific topic of water levels, the problems and possible measures to 
regulate the extremes of high and low.  O'Keefe acknowledged he had been 
getting calls of concern from the lake because of the very high levels in the 
spring and early summer, and then the dramatic lowering when a beaver dam 
was destroyed by unknown individuals.  He said it was his strong view that it was 
better for the lake environment to have too much water than too little.  Another 
government official spelled out the rules involving beaver dams which included a 
requirement for a permit before any alternation and that an unauthorized removal 
was a violation carrying a fine of up to $500.  It was revealed that Beavers can be 
trapped by anyone with a licence, and there is nothing in current regulations to 
prevent cleaning out an entire colony. 
  
It was suggested that if the current situation of fluctuating levels is determined to 
be not acceptable, that the best solution would be a man-made structure, a dam, 
with a proper leveling system and probably a method to allow fish to pass.  John 
O'Keefe said this would likely be a good subject for a study which could be 
funded by the Environmental Trust Fund, provided the association drafted what 
he called a “real creative” application.      
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From The President’s Pen 

Where we have been.   /   Where we are.   /   Where we are going. 

We are now in the second year of existence for ( new official name ) the “Lake 
George  Habitat Preservation  Inc “. What is in a name? Glad you asked. A lot 
more than you think, as we found out when we went through the process of trying 
to register one. There are many Lake Georges and many Associations but only 
one “Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc” and we are it. The LGHPI would like 
to sincerely thank Lorrie Yerxa  for steering us through the legal minefields 
encountered in the process of the "name game.” 
 
Our original interim Board of Directors had the task, in the first year, of putting 
together the Bylaws of our Association, and setting up the structure which would 
allow us to set short and long term goals related to the water quality and 
environment of our lake. 
 
First Annual Meeting 
The first annual Meeting of the Association was held on July 16th at the Harvey 
Recreation Centre. There were 96 people in attendance. The bylaws of the 
LGHPI were accepted by the membership and a real Board of Directors ( as 
opposed to an interim board ) was elected for five Zones.  These zones are the 
separate and distinct residential areas that are defined by access roads to the 
lakeshore. These zones and the Directors representing each of those areas plus 
the two Directors at large are listed elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
Executive Officers 
The Board of Directors  elected an Executive or officers for the next  year. 
President / Hal Mersereau, Vice-President/ Stuart Blair,  
Secretary / Reigh Sweezey, and Treasurer / Melanie Wood.  With the addition of 
new faces to the Board of Directors, it meant that two members of our Steering 
Committee for the first year and the Interim Board of Directors for the second 
year, stepped down: Lorrie Yerxa and Ken Estabrooks. Their active participation 
and input during that time, contributed to the successful formation of our 
Association. There are now 5 Board Members who were not part of the original 
group. I believe that it is a healthy sign for our new organization. 
 
Active Committees 
The work of an association is done by active committees. The sign of a 
successful organization is a strong and well functioning committee system. The 
following committees have been put in place for this year. If there are members 
of the LGHPI who would like to volunteer their time to serve on one of these 
committees, please contact the chairperson of the committee. 
Water Committee  Chairperson - Chris Blair 
Fund Raising Committee  Chairperson - Stuart Blair 
Communications Committee Chairperson - Fred Blair 
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Social Committee Chairperson - Melanie Wood 
Grants Committee Chairperson - Hal Mersereau 
By Law Committee Chairperson - Stuart Blair 
 
Present Focus 
The main objective of our Association is to monitor water quality and to provide 
information to property owners  about its health and to hopefully work with 
property owners in developing best practices for creating healthy environmental 
conditions around the lake. Our Association is making application through the 
Environmental  Trust  Fund (the place where your deposit  goes on your drink 
containers), for funding, to do in-depth testing of all aspects of our lake water.  
We would like to put in place, a long term plan related to maintaining or  
improving the water quality of the water in Lake George. In order to do that, we 
need to know where we are and how we are. Through the Environmental Trust 
Fund or on our own (only 1/3 of all applications are successful) we will carry out a 
testing program followed up by reports to property owners.  This will be our focus 
for the present and immediate future, because we believe that we have to know 
what the present situation is with our water quality. The testing program will be 
accompanied by an awareness campaign to keep property owners up to date. A 
very special "thank you" to Chris Blair and Rebecca Mersereau for their time and 
expertise and taking the lead in and doing the ground work to put together our 
application for this ETF grant. 
  
Our Fund Raising Committee is kicking into full gear, planning a couple of major 
events for the summer of 2010. These much needed funds will help push forward 
our program of water quality monitoring. We need the support of members of our 
organization and property owners to make things work. There are currently  
75 registered members of our association. There are 336 property owners in the 
Lake George Watershed. This newsletter is being sent to members of our 
association. We do not mind if you forward this to any lake friend not an 
association member, with a note encouraging them to become a member. The 
fee is only $10.00.To become a member you can contact anyone on the Board of 
Directors listed on front page of this newsletter. 
 
Forward From Here 
The results of our intensive testing program will very much determine the 
direction and focus of our association. We continue  to make efforts to increase 
our membership.  Our Communications Committee will put out three newsletters 
this year. Our membership will receive them by email.  We invite your input in all 
our initiatives, undertakings and endeavors.  
 
How High Is The Water 
Our Association has been engaged in ongoing discussion about water level, at 
the Board level and with provincial officials. There are obviously no easy 
answers. We continue to have water levels that are higher than most would 
prefer. Why?  Probably because we in the past 2 or 3 fall seasons there have 
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been unusually heavy rains. It has been observed that when the beavers have 
reacted to their damaged dams, the result has been higher water than previous. 
It has been observed that the new position of the dam after the latest damage, is 
in a location that would not only continue to cause high water but also have a 
very negative impact on the wetland in the outlet area. 
 
It has also been observed that damage to the beaver dam on two occasions ago, 
resulted in the beavers building in a new location and building to a seemingly 
greater height. 
 
As an Association we will continue to have discussion but we see no action that 
we could undertake at this time. A system of control gates require fish ladders 
and an EIS ( Environmental Impact Study ). The cost is well beyond our means 
and there is no guarantee that it would not be interfered with by the beavers.  A 
dam leveling system is not designed for a large body of water like our lake. It is 
an area that some believe should be explored further. The water quality study 
that we propose to undertake, will look at the science of the impact of different 
water levels. Perhaps that will be an affective starting point. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

Campground Story 
 

One of the more prominent 
properties on Lake George’s western 
shore is the Lake George Family 
Campground.  It’s been a feature of 
the lake scene in one form of 
another for almost 60 years, well-
known to some lake dwellers, but a 
bit of a mystery to others. The 38 
acre property with its natural cove 
and large beach area is situated on 
both sides of Rte 636.  It was 
originally established by the 
government of the day as a site for 
the department of Lands and Mines, 
(now Natural Resources) and its 
forest fire garage and tool cache.  
The original building, just back from 
the shore, still exists today.  It was 
during the 1950’s that departmental 
employees began to allow families 
and swimmers to use the beach area 
and surrounding lands for picnics.  
This was followed in subsequent 

summers by development of some 
primitive tenting lots on the west, or 
non-lake side of the property.  
Tenters were allowed to stay only 
one week at a time, and no 
reservations were taken, practices 
which continued until the 1970’s 
when the property and its operations 
were taken over by the newly 
created department of Tourism.  
After several seasons of operation 
with permanent and seasonal staff of 
the department, a decision was 
made to lease the campground to 
private interests through a 
concession plan and call was made 
for proposals.  The concessionaires 
were responsible to the officials at 
Mactaquac Park and paid a portion 
of profits as a concession fee. 

 
During this period, limited services 
were in place, mostly involving the 
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installation of underground water 
lines, but other facilities only 
included outhouse-style toilets.  Grey 
water, from sinks, continued to be 
dumped onto the ground.  The 
concessionaires gradually provided 
other services such as garbage 
pickup and some trailer lots began to 
be installed on the lake side of the 
property, nearer the waterfront.  The 
last concessionaire was the Harvey 
Improvement Association, a 
volunteer; non-profit organization 
formed in the earlier part of the last 
century to encourage positive public 
works in and around the village of 
Harvey.  The campground 
concession was deemed to be 
appropriate to the mandate of the 
organization, as many Harvey 
residents were accustomed to using 
the Lake George beach as one of 
the very few in the area with public 
access.  The Harvey Improvement 
tenure proved to be successful, to 
the point where the department of 
Tourism dropped the concession 
program and offered the organization 
a 25 year lease to operate the 
campground.  At the time, the beach 
was attracting good summer crowds 
but there was constant demand from 
campers for better facilities at the 

trailer sites, including sewerage.  
While daily and weekly trailer 
attendance was adequate, only a 
half dozen families wanted to stay as 
seasonal campers for the whole 
summer. 
 
Harvey Improvement quickly realized 
the limitations of inadequate 
services, particularly the 
environmental concerns from a lack 
of sewerage treatment, and 
contracts were arranged using the 
group’s own resources and a small 
grant from a former government 
program to equip the campground 
with full electrical, water and sewer 
services along with flush toilets and 
showers in new buildings.  In the 
2009 summer season, 45 families 
rented their sites for the entire 
summer and a community 
atmosphere has grown up on both 
sides of the road, complete with 
campfire gatherings, cornboils, and 
special events.  The campground 
employs four students each summer 
along with supervisory staff.   The 
facility is operated by a three 
member committee.  The mailing 
address is P.O. Box 257, Harvey 
Station, NB, E6K 3W9. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Common Loon 
 

The common loon is a familiar sight 
to members of the Lake George 
community.  Their striking black and 
white checkered back and glossy 
black head as well as their low 
profile in the water make them easily 
recognizable.  Many cottage owners, 
campers, vacationers and residents 
see the loon a symbol of solitude 

and wilderness.  Loons are probably 
best known for their haunting calls 
that often fill the air on a summer 
evening. 
   
Loons are most vocal from mid-May 
to mid-June.  They have four distinct 
calls which are used to communicate 
with their families and other loons.  
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The four calls are the tremolo, wail, 
yodel and hoot.  The tremolo sounds 
like a crazy laugh and is used to 
signal alarm or worry, to denote 
annoyance or in greeting.  The wail 
is the most haunting call and is used 
during social interactions or to regain 
contact with a mate.  The yodel is 
given only by the male.  It is a rising 
call with repetitive notes that can last 
up to 6 seconds.  It is used to defend 
territory.  The hoot is a one note call 
that is more like a hoo.  It is used 
mainly to check on family members.  
Loons may travel to various lakes to 
feed on fish, frogs, snails, 
salamanders or leeches. 
 
Loons arrive in pairs as soon as the 
ice thaws.  They are solitary nesters 
and they build their nest close to the 
water; the best sites being those 
surrounded by water.  Loons are not 
very good on land so nests are 
generally built so that loons can 
easily slip off the nest and directly 
into the water.  Nests are built with 
leaves, grass, moss and mud and 
will contain usually two eggs in late 
June.  Baby loons are able to swim 
immediately after birth.  Loss of 
breeding habitat and disturbance are 
probably the main causes of 

reduction in breeding range. Loss of 
habitat results from lakeshore 
development and spills of oil and 
other pollutants. Physical 
interference with nests or young and 
increased boat wake on lakes, which 
may swamp or destroy nests, also 
cause loons to abandon some 
nesting sites. 
 
To protect the loons on Lake 
George, boats should be kept well 
away from swimming birds, 
particularly when they are with 
chicks that are too young to dive or 
fly. Some shoreline areas should be 
left undisturbed to accommodate 
Loon nests, and boaters passing 
these areas should travel at speeds 
that do not cause wash. The wake of 
a boat can swamp a nest and cause 
the eggs to be destroyed.  We all 
should do our part to protect these 
majestic creatures.  Life on the lake 
would not be the same without them.   
Interesting Loon Facts: 
- While loons are generally solitary, 
they can be seen in large feeding 
groups in September. 
- The life expectancy of a loon is 15 
to 30 years.  
- Baby loons are able to swim 
immediately after birth.   

 
 

Water Levels in Lake George 
 

The water level is a common concern among property owners of Lake George. 
The lake is currently controlled only by a beaver dam located in the Pokiok 
stream.  When this dam is removed we experience extremely low lake levels that 
threaten the quality of the water in Lake George.  In August of this year the dam 
was removed which caused the lake level to drop dramatically.  The beavers 
were able to rebuild the dam and the lake level rose once more.  Unfortunately 
the location of the new dam (yes, there are now two dams) is less than ideal for 
boaters.  One of the new dams in located very close to the mouth of the Pokiok, 
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just past the beaver house thus 
blocking any type of boat traffic 
from passing easily.  (See 
photo to left for the location of 
each dam) 
 
The Lake George Habitat 
Preservation Association is 
currently researching, various 
suitable methods for controlling 
the water level in Lake George.  
Many of these options are 
expensive and it will take some 
time and research to determine 
what if anything would help our 
situation.  While natural water 
level fluctuations are preferable, 
we must be careful to ensure 

that they are within a certain threshold.  If the lake level becomes too low we can 
experience poor water quality, fish death and high populations of leeches.  If the 
water level becomes too high, we can experience flooding and loss of useable 
property.   


