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IS THERE A DAM IN OUR FUTURE?

Imagine. . . It’s a beautiful time at the lake. Could be any

season. The talk among family or friends is about the

scenery, the return of the Loons, the sunsets, and

invariably, the level of the water. We don’t like it too

high, or too low, but what is just right? Some take their

own action to lower the level, although alterations to

Beaver dams are illegal without a permit. Now, as a

result of a significant number of lake residents

expressing concern over water levels in the lake, the

Lake George Habitat Preservation Board recently

commissioned a hydrological study in order to determine

the movement, distribution and quality of the Lake’s

water. One of the objectives of the study, undertaken by

Natech Environmental Services of Hanwell, NB, was to

investigate options to manage the water

levels.

The study gathered information on the

effects of rain events on lake levels, took

bathymetry readings of the lake, created a

topographical-format picture (shown left) of

the lake floor, and looked at options for

managing water levels. There’s a lot of very

interesting information, such as the total

drainage area (33.3 km2), the surface area

of the lake (6.9 km2), lake depths (varied,

the deepest being 4.5 m (15 ft)), and the

average annual inflow of water (25,150,000

m3). According to the report there are

really only two options for controlling the

water levels: 1 ) beaver dam levelers, or 2) a

spillway. con' t on pg. 2
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The report concludes that beaver

dam levelers will likely not be effective

as several would be needed in order to

achieve the desired result of allowing

sufficient water flow to maintain a

desirable water level, and the fact that

beaver dams are not a fixed feature and

new dams could be built anywhere

within the Lilly Pond at any time. If the

objective is to manage the water levels

in the lake, then, the report concludes, a

concrete spill way or dam-like structure

is the most effective option.

The complete report is available on the

LGHPI website and we encourage all lake residents to read this report and give us

your feedback. This can be done by posting a message on the LGHPI web site

(http://www.lakegeorgehpi.ca) or by talking to your lakeshore zone representative (see

list below). The report will also be discussed at the Annual General Meeting this

summer, July 12 at the Mick Mack Trailer Park. It is important to note that this is a

topic for discussion only and there is no motion as yet to seek a mandate to construct

such a spillway. Further study, permits, authorizations, fund raising, etc, would all

need to be investigated and implemented well before any serious consideration is

given to developing such a structure. We need your feedback.

Please contact us:

Fund Raiser Dance

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the party of the summer, Clay Harrison and

Flat Top at the Harvey Community Center on Saturday July 21st from 9 pm to 1 am.

This is one of the best dance bands in New Brunswick. A great night of dance and

music for only $20 per ticket! Book your ticket now from any of the Board of

Directors of the Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc. or you can email Stuart Blair

at stuart@coveybasics.com . Hope to see you there.

Important Dates:

Adopt a Highway  Saturday, May 26

9: 00 a. m.  CE Center or

Family Campground parking lot

Annual General Meeting  July 12

7: 00 p. m.  Ewart Hyde Road

Mick Mack Trailer Park Clubhouse

Dance featuring Flat Top  July 21

9: 00 p. m.  Harvey Recreational

Center

Stuart Blair

Fred Blair

Reigh Sweezey

Board of Directors

President Hal Mersereau Zone 1 Lynne Horsnell

Vice President Stuart Blair Zone 2 Ivan Sears Dennis Eva

Zone 3 Emily Haswell

Zone 4 Scott Frink

Zone 5 Teresa Cleghorn

Chris Blair

Secretary &

Treasurer
Reigh Sweezey

Directors at Large Christie MacKeigan
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PRESIDENTS’ REPORT Soon To Celebrate Our 4th Birthday

Believe it or not, the LGHPI has been around

that long. So what have we been up to and what is

down the road or should I say what is down the lake

or stream? The BIG news is the release of the “Lake

George Hydrological Study“ by NATECH

Environmental Services Inc. This study was funded

through an Environmental Trust Fund grant and is

summarized elsewhere in this Newsletter. The report

is available on our website, www.lakegeorgehpi.ca, or

by asking a Board member to borrow their paper copy.

We encourage discussion on the recommendations of this report and also encourage

you to attend the Annual Meeting being held on THURSDAY, JULY 12th at 7:00 pm at

(note new location) the Mick Mack Clubhouse. Much of this meeting will be dedicated

to discussion of the recommendations put forth in this report. There are lots of other

good things happening as well:

• Water quality testing is ongoing with ecoli testing being added to the

program this summer. Results from two years of testing will be posted

when our website upgrade is complete

• Our 3rd Annual Adopt –A – Highway Program is gearing up

• Fund raising dances will continue this year

• Merchandise sales are ongoing

• A second “Calendar Project“ will go ahead

And there is lots of new stuff:

• A Neighborhood Watch Program will be introduced at the AGM

• The 1st in a series of information signs/kiosks will soon be installed at the

Lake George Family Campground

• Our website www.lakegeorgehpi.ca is getting a face lift

• A new membership pamphlet is being introduced

• Collaboration with other lake associations on the formation of a provincial

coalition/federation to represent Lake Associations in the province, is

ongoing

• A bird and wildlife “Discovery Page“ will

soon be added to our website

• A Lake George Directory is in the works

This Newsletter is distributed to all 336

property owners in the Lake George watershed.

We encourage those who are not members of the

LGHPI, to please become involved. We encourage

present members to continue to be involved and

provide support. There will be openings on the

Board of Directors in Zone 1 , Zone 2 and Zone 3.

cont' d on pg. 4



pg. 4

My final words are a goodbye and a heart-felt thank you to

departing Board members. One of them is Rebecca Mersereau, who is leaving the

area and the province. Since joining us two years ago, her knowledge and experience

related to water quality, has allowed our association to take giant steps forward. Her

fingerprints are all over the two consecutive Environmental Trust Fund grants that

were awarded. Her hard work on our behalf stands us in good stead as we move to

meet the challenges offered by water quality and water level. Thank you, Rebecca.

Happy trails.

Hal

Membership

Sitting on my porch enjoying a coffee the other evening and listening to the

Loon’s spring calls, I began thinking of how fortunate I am to be able to enjoy such a

beautiful scene. I am one of the fortunate few who have the privilege of living on a

lake as lovely as Lake George; such a small, quiet lake with a wonderful country

atmosphere.   This brought to mind how important it is to protect the delicate

ecological balance that allows our lake to stay so beautiful; how important it is that all

of us fortunate residents of Lake George work together to ensure that it stays that

way. This is the common goal of our lake association.

Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc. needs your

membership! As members of the Lake George

community, it falls to all of us to ensure the stable

future of the lake and the area surrounding it. You

can be part of this noble goal by becoming a

member of our association.

Our association has accomplished many things for

our lake by speaking as a collective group. We have

been awarded a number of grants and allowances

through various environmental agencies which were used to determine optimal water

levels, write a history of our lake and surrounding areas, organize events such as

“Adopt-A Highway” clean up, dances and various other events. The membership dues

we collect are also used to supplement these events.

As a member, you will receive regular updates on the activity of the association,

stay in touch on our website as well as receive regular newsletters. Being part of our

membership gives you a voice in the future of our watershed; it is a conscious decision

to join with like-minded people to achieve shared goals. If you love Lake George and

want to ensure its welfare into the future, become a member of Lake George Habitat

Preservation Inc. today! Contact your zone representative (list previously provided)

or fill out our membership form on our web site to join.

cont' d from pg. 3
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Merchandise

Lake George merchandise for sale, T Shirts, golf shirts, sweat shirts water bottles and

coffee mugs. Great merchandise at great prices! We will have our full selection at our

Annual Meeting in July or you can contact Stuart Blair for an order form or to place

an order for yours. stuart@coveybasics.com

Adopt-a-Highway

With winter behind us, as mild at times as it was, our Lake George ditches and

waysides continued to suffer from the abuse by those who have no care or concern for

the beauty and well-being of our surroundings. Trash in the form of fast food

wrappers, beverage containers, discarded coffee cups, cardboard trays, plastic bags --

even household garbage is showing up in our precious fields and roadsides in our

Lake George area.

Thankfully the majority of conscientious property owners and visitors far

outnumber those who have no regard for their environment or habitat system. We

would be remiss not to mention the folks who, on a daily/weekly basis, take individual

pride in picking up discarded cans and rubbish – Kudos to you!

The effort over the last two season’s by means of the Adopt-a-Highway clean-

up day has made a huge difference in what now only accumulates in a short period of

time.

The 3rd Annual LGHPI Adopt-a-Highway cleanup is scheduled for Saturday May 26.

Our volunteers are increasing in number each year – there is no minimum or

maximum age requirement. All are encouraged and welcome to join in –– It is our

Spring Social, so to speak!

9:00 a.m. is the suggested commencement time with choice of two start locations:

• Family Campground parking lot on Rte. 636 – area to cover extends both

sides of the road from Russell Bell Lane along Rte. 636 to the junction of

Rte. 635 and along Rte. 635 to Ewart-Hyde Road.

• The CE Centre at the corner of Rte. 635 and Lake Road – area to cover

extends both sides of the road from the CE Centre along Lake Road and

down Donnelly Road to the Lake…as well as along Rte. 635 both sides of

the road to Ewart-Hyde Road

The Mick Mack Trailer Club has again graciously agreed to open the doors of

their clubhouse to host the roundup following the ‘ditch cleanup’.

A sincere apology to those who did not arrive in time for the food at last year’s event,

be assured we will have enough for everyone this year.

cont' d on pg. 6
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A lite lunch consisting of coffee, tea, hotdogs, snacks, juice and

ice cream will be served. The clean-up of the two previous years has greatly reduced

the amount of trash to be collected. It is almost certain the actual road cleanup will be

completed by 11 :30 thus allowing time to gather at the Clubhouse for a brief meet ‘n

greet – plans are for food to be served by 12 noon with the social being hosted until

1 :00 p.m.

Mark May 26 on your calendar and come out to show your pride for Our Lake George!

Neighborhood Watch Program

At this year’s Annual General Meeting your safety committee will be bringing

forth the idea of implementing a Neighborhood Watch Program and gauging the

interest from the membership.

What Neighborhood Watch is:

1 ) A commitment to improve your home security

2) A commitment to be concerned about your

neighbor’s property as well as your own.

3) A commitment to report any crime that is

occurring and any suspicious activity to the police

and then to your neighbors. Talk to your

neighbors; keep them informed of current crime

trends.

What Neighborhood Watch isn’t:

1 ) Neighborhood Watch does not require you to perform any special tasks or

go to a lot of meetings.

2) You don’t have to patrol the neighborhood or chase burglars.

Neighborhood Watch just involves being alert as part of your everyday

life.

3) Being a part of Neighborhood Watch does not require you to know your

neighbor’s business. All that is required is that you be familiar enough

with your neighbors to be aware of who belongs and who doesn’t.

Break and enters are an extremely common occurrence, usually taking place between
6 am and 6 pm, while residents are at work or otherwise away. By taking a few simple
precautions, you can greatly reduce the risk of your home being burglarized.

1 ) When it comes to door locks, you get what you pay for. A few dollars

upfront can prevent a sizable loss later.

2) Garages should be kept locked at all times.

3) When going away, make your house look “lived in”

4) Most burglars are extremely reluctant to break glass, as the sound

carries far. So make sure to keep windows locked from the inside to

prevent someone being able to slide them open from the outside
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