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PRESIDENTS’ REPORT by Hal Mersereau

Tribute to David Crofut, a Founding Board Member

While most area residents would know, there may be

some in our membership

who are unaware of the

passing of David Crofut, a

founding Board Member

of the Lake George

Habitat Preservation Inc.

David was one of the

original ten who sat

around a table and created

the vision and the reality of what is now our Lake

Association. As a member of the lake community,

David had a great passion for his lake which he shared

with family and friends.

On behalf of the Board and the membership, belated condolences to Joan and the

other family members.

Lake Associations in New Brunswick

Ten short years ago, few people around lakes in N. B. were aware of the existence of

an entity called a lake association. Formal groups that represented the interests of

property owners living on or near a lake, were very rare then. Fast forward to today

and the story is very different. Today, Lake George as well as all nearby lakes: Harvey,

Yoho, Davidson, Magaguadavic, Oromocto, as well as more distant lakes: Utopia,

Chamcook, Skiff, Peltoma, Digdeguash, all have formed Lake Associations.
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What is the difference, you might ask.

New Brunswick is actually slow to go down this road, as other provinces and states

have had associations for many years. Our neighbour, Maine, is looked upon as a

model, as they have had organized Lake Associations for over 30 years. Today their

number of associations is over 300. New Brunswick on the other hand has fewer than

24 lake associations.

One could actually hypothesize that the fact that N. B. has not needed Lake

Associations until recently is a good thing, as most are formed as a result of a crisis

situation as exhibited in Lake Utopia and Chamcook.

The Lake George Habitat

Preservation Inc, which will

celebrate its’ 5th anniversary at the

Annual Meeting on July 18th, was not

formed as a result of a crisis. It was

formed by a group of concerned

residents who were interested in

preserving the great water quality

we had and continue to have and to

ensure that all residents in the

present and future would know that

the quality of our water is being

monitored regularly and expertly.

As we move into a world of

unpredictable climatic conditions and one of unparalleled government cut backs and

restraint, it is comforting to know, that all over N. B. , lake residents are taking on the

responsibility for monitoring the quality of their lake water.

In New Brunswick at the present time there is a movement to create a province wide

body that represents all Lake Associations. There are many advantages to having a

single voice in the province to represent the common interests of Lake Associations.

This body called the Alliance of New Brunswick Lake Associations will need the

support of all individual lake associations if its creation is to become a reality.

How Are We Doing?

Recently I was apprised of the fact that a real estate ad for a cottage on Lake George

used the fact that Lake George had an active Lake Association that monitored water

quality, as a positive selling point. That tells me that our association has an impact

and is doing well. If I was to state what I felt was our most pressing need, I would

answer in the following way.

We need more members, a lot more! (at this point I am speaking to all the residents
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who are not members, as this newsletter is delivered to all residents and not just

LGHPI members).

We have about 120 members and have had this average amount through our early

years of existence. Potentially there is room for many more, as there are about 350

properties on the lake and access roads.

Why should you become a member? Simply stated, because our main mission is to

keep a check on the quality of our lake water. I believe that fact alone would prompt

residents to support us by purchasing a membership which has a fee of $10.00 per

year.

We do lots of other things as well (Adopt-A –Highway, Calendar project, history project

etc) which will be highlighted in our new pamphlet, which will be available at our

Annual Meeting.

I invite current members and potential new members to attend our Annual Meeting on

Thursday, July 18th at 7:00 pm. at the Mick Mack Trailer Clubhouse and to renew your

membership or join for the first time.

I also encourage adult children of residents to support our association by taking out a

membership, which I see as an investment in the positive future of our lake.

This will be my last report as President

of the LGHPI, in this newsletter now

known as “Lake George Reflections“. I

will be finishing my term as President.

It has been rewarding through the

almost 6 years to work with those who

are as passionate about Lake George

as I am. We have grown and matured

as an association and have lots of good

stuff going on, all for the benefit of the

residents of this very special place. I

am pleased to have been a part of this

and will continue to stay involved in

some role with the LGHPI Board of Directors.

I leave you with this thought. ”One does not need to take an active part in the LGHPI

in order to support your lake, but it would be nice to support the people who do take

an active part by becoming a member of this association.“
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ATTENTION… LAKE GEORGE RESIDENTS

Join Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc. members for our

4th Annual Adopt-a-Highway Clean Up

WHEN: Saturday May 25, 2013

WHERE:– Meet at CE Centre to clean up Route 635 and Lake Road OR meet at

Family Campground to work on Route 636 – your choice

START TIME: 9:00 a.m.

Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc. (LGHPI) will hold their 4th Adopt-a-Highway

clean up on Saturday May 25, 2012. Start time is 9 a.m. with anticipated completion

by 11 :00 a.m. followed by a round-up at Mick Mack Trailer Clubhouse for light lunch

11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Area covered is in excess of 7km -- includes Route 635 at the CE Centre across the

Lake Road and along Donnelly Settlement Road to the Lake;-- from the CE Centre

along Route 635 to Route 636; along Route 636 to the Russell Bell Lane.

Contact Emily Haswell 366-3738 or Lynne Horsnell 472-4352 for further information.

Many hands make light work to get the job done! We welcome all volunteers!

It is our Lake, our pride and our responsibility to preserve this area for future

generations!
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Water Quality Report

Well the ice went out of the lake on April 19, possibly a little surprising as some felt

that the winter that just wouldn’t go away would keep the ice on the lake well into

May. Not so. It was surprising for those of us who looked out at a frozen lake as we

went to work on that Friday morning only to come home to open water that evening!

Unfortunately it caused a bit of damage to some camps on the north side and the road,

however repairs to the road will soon be underway.

The Water Quality team is continuing the water quality monitoring that has been

ongoing for the past three (3) years. The first readings for 2013 were taken on May 5,

the earliest we have ever taken them. It was a beautiful sunny day and we saw a pair

of loons in one of the eastern coves. As we have been doing in the past, we measured

the following:

• Conductivity – a measure of inorganic dissolved solids in the water (e.g. ,

chloride, nitrate, sulfate and phosphate). It is a measure of the water

quality and should remain relatively constant. A sudden change could be

an indicator of a pollutant.

• Dissolved Oxygen - DO is amount of soluble oxygen in water. It is the most

fundamental parameter in water as it is essential to the metabolism of all

aerobic aquatic life. Reduced oxygen levels can cause lethal and sub

lethal effects in aquatic life.

• pH (potential for Hydrogen). pH determines the solubility and biological

availability of chemicals in water. When pH is too low (acidic) organic

life can’t survive. A pH 7 is neutral, < 7 is acidic, > 7 is alkaline (basic).

• Temperature – changes in temperature affect most other parameters,

(e.g. , warmer water means less DO, higher conductivity) and generally

cooler is better.

The May 5 readings were consistent with previous years, allowing for the much cooler

water temperature given that we took the readings soon after the ice went out of the

lake.

Dissolved Oxygen was around 12 mg/l, which is about 50% higher than the mid-

summer readings. This is generally as it should be (i.e. , “good”) and as anticipated,

given the water temperature was about 10 degrees Celsius cooler than it is in the

summer. The water temperature ranged from 12-15 °C (53-59 °F). In the “middle” of

the lake there was a 3°C difference in the temperature of the water from the surface

to the bottom of the lake. By the summer there is usually very little variation in water

temperature throughout the water column, thus this variation is likely a function of

the ice only going out of the lake two weeks before the readings were taken and there

hasn’t been a complete mixing of the water as yet.
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Conductivity was lower than in the summer, as expected with the lower water

temperature. The pH ranged from 7.5 to 7.9, also good – not too acidic or too basic –

just right!

Lastly, the Secchi readings (clarity), which we only started doing last year, were also

good, ranging from 2 to 2.5 metres, right where they were last summer. Again, with

many of the numbers, it’s not just the number itself but the consistency that is

important and the Secchi readings are consistent so far.

If you are interested in participating in the water quality monitoring we would like to

hear from you. Training will be required. It is not onerous, but it is necessary so that

the information will be collected consistently and accurately. Please contact the

LGHPI Board member from your zone if you are interested in learning more about this

program.

In addition to our own continuing work, we will be assisting the Province of New

Brunswick in taking further readings this summer on a number of other parameters

related to water quality (e.g. , chemistry and e coli). We will need volunteers to assist

NB Environment for their site visits by providing them with a boat ride to do their

readings.

As discussed in the last newsletter, we will be moving forward with the purchase and

installation of the continuous water level recorder and the results will be available to

LGHPI members, likely through our web site.

Also, as a reminder, the Water Committee will be making a presentation at the Annual

General Meeting this summer (currently scheduled for July 18) on our findings from

the study on the lake water levels.

submitted by Chris Blair.

Call for Membership Help!

If anyone in our membership is interested in helping with the design, content

creation, or be responsible for our 'newsletter' . Then please send us an email at

lakegeorgehpi@gmail.com. Have a great summer and see you at the AGM in July!




