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Make Your Voice Heard- Become a Member of the  

Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc. 

 

With so many pressing issues of concern such as cut backs to our local snow removal, the 

possibility of the reopening of the APOCAN mine and water level concerns, there has never 

been a better time to become active in your local lake association!  Currently 135 

individuals and families are active members of our association and enjoy the support of our 

association in their concerns.  There is strength in numbers and we need all the strength we 

can get to keep our lake healthy and vital.  As residents of the lake, we depend on the 

quality of the water for boating, swimming, canoeing, and other activities, not to mention, 

our property values.  As a member of the association you will receive regular updates about 

issues that concern our watershed, a quarterly newsletter, the latest data on water quality 

and conditions, and access to many fun filled activities throughout the year.  You can 

become a member for just $10.00, payable to your area representative (see contacts below) 

at any time. Please contact us with any questions you have and check out our website for 

more information!  

 

Zone 1 (Lakeshore Road) Lynne Horsnell 472-4352 Rebecca Mersereau 754-3195 

Zone 2 (Sunset Cove) Ivan Sears 366-3191 Dennis Eva 444-1567 

Zone 3 (Murphy’s Island) Stuart Blair 366-5663 Emily Haswell 366-3738 

Zone 4 (Cottage Lane) Fred Blair 455-8862 Scott Frink 454-9100 

Zone 5 (Park-Hazen Lane) Reigh Sweezey 450-7850 Teresa Cleghorn 366-9187 

 



PRESIDENTS’ REPORT BY HAL MERSEREAU 

Another summer has slipped by and fall is about expired with winter on our doorstep.  The 

Board of the LGHPI continues to be active with lots of projects on the go and many on the 

drawing board. This Newsletter contains many reports of these ongoing and future 

projects. These committees are open to members of our Association who are not Board 

members. One of our goals in addition to increasing our membership base, is to engage the 

membership more in the activities of the association. Our Website, www.lakegeorgehpi.ca 

lists the committees and their chairpersons. If you are interested please contact me in one 

of the ways listed below. 

1) Our Safety Committee is looking into a “Neighbourhood Watch“ program.  

2) We are looking at signage, and possibly “Information Kiosks“, for prominent areas 

on our access roads including a community bulletin board.  

3) 2012 Lake George calendars now on sale as a fund raiser and as a Lake George 

pride enhancer. 

4) On October 15th, I attended the first ever “Workshop for Provincial Lake 

Associations “, as did Mac and Charlotte Campbell. This one day workshop saw 

representatives from 12 different associations exchange ideas with and receive 

information from representatives of government departments and representatives 

from organized groups in Maine and Quebec.  

5) A yearly bacteria (ecoli) testing program through the summer months. Currently no 

government department does this and the only testing is done once in the middle of 

the summer by the Lake Shore Road Campers Association.  

6) Water level fluctuations. The highs and lows continue thanks to Mother Nature and 

man interfering with the same. It is my hope that the membership will make their 

ideas and opinions known about this topic, as we will be receiving the results from 

the hydrological study in March and sharing this with the membership. 

You Can! 

Contact me and give me your preference for water level by telling me the date (from 

July 1st to present) that the water was at the level that you think is best. 

 (after an email to the membership, only 11 members out of 135 have done this) 

 

1) Encourage others to become members so their voice can be heard on matters that 

concern the lake. 

2) Give us input on #1, 2 and 5 above. 

 Thank you for supporting the Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc. 

 Hal Mersereau 

 755 – 2697 / 366 – 5678 



What NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH is: 

1) A commitment to improve your home security 

2) A commitment to be concerned about your neighbour's property as well as your own. After all, a 

watchful neighbour is the best burglar alarm! 

3) A commitment to report any crime that is occurring, any suspicious activity to the police and then 

to your neighbours. Talk to your neighbours; keep them abreast of current crime trends. 

 

What NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH isn’t: 

1) Neighbourhood Watch does not require you to perform any special tasks, go to a lot of meetings 

or take on extra responsibilities. 

2) You don't have to patrol the neighbourhood or chase burglars. Neighbourhood Watch just 

involves being alert as part of your everyday life.  

3) Being a part of Neighbourhood Watch does not require you to know your neighbour's business.  

All that is required is that you be familiar enough with your neighbours to be aware of who belongs 

and who doesn't. 

Preventative Measures 

Break-and-enters are an extremely common occurrence, usually taking place between 6 AM and 6 

PM, while residents are at work or otherwise away.  By taking a few simple precautions, you can 

greatly reduce the risk of your home being burglarized. 

When it comes to door locks, you get what you pay for – so don’t scrimp! 
 A few dollars up front can prevent a sizable loss later. 

 The most ideal locks to buy are panic-proof deadbolts, which open from the inside with a 

turn of the knob. Glass panels near the door should be at least 36 inches from the inside of the 

doorknob, so that a burglar can't break the panel, reach in, and turn the inside knob. .  

 Most sliding door locks are of poor quality; have a contractor install screws in the track 

above the sliding part so that the door can’t be tilted and lifted out of its frame. After-market 

security devices such as the “Charley-Bar” (solid bar that latches in place between the sliding 

panel and the frame) are also a good idea.  

 Auxiliary door locks, such as sliding pieces attached by chain to the door jamb, create a false 

sense of security and are not effective.  



Most burglars are extremely reluctant to break glass, as the sound carries further than 
almost any other noise and elicits a response from most people who hear it. However, a 
burglar may still exploit an unprotected window.  

 The best single protection for windows is storm glazing; it puts a full additional security 
layer in place.  

 Windows should have locks; these should operate from the inside so that the window may 
be used as an emergency exit.  

 Consider installing “stops” on windows to prevent them from being opened more than a 
pre-selected width (usually 6-8 inches, adequate for ventilation but will not admit a human 
body). Simply screw a block of wood (or metal, if available) into the track above the sliding 
sash. This way, even if a burglar defeats the lock, he can’t open the window any further 
(without ultimately breaking the glass).  

Outside the House 

 Plants should be trimmed so that they aren’t any higher than the window sills.  Plants 

shouldn’t create places of concealment, especially near doors or windows. 

 Inexpensive motion sensors can also be installed that will turn on the light automatically 

when anyone approaches the door.  

 Display your house number clearly to enable emergency vehicles to find your house easily  

 Don’t leave keys in “hiding places” around the house for a thief to find.  

Garages should be locked at all times.  

 Garage locks that are applied inside and have no outside keyway are the most secure 
 If there is a side door to the garage, make sure it is solid-core wood or metal. Also make 

sure it is equipped with a deadbolt lock with an inside keyway.  

When going away, make your house look “lived in”.  

 Don’t close blinds, curtains, etc. that are normally left open.  
 Consider installing time switches to turn on/off lights, radio, etc.  
 Have a neighbour clear your letterbox of mail daily.  
 Have a neighbour mow your lawn or shovel snow if you are going to be absent for any 

length of time.  
 Let a responsible person know where you are going and how to contact you in case of an 

emergency. 



Water Quality Report 2011 

 

During the summer of 2011 water sampling around the lake continued, as had been done in 2010.  As 

the overall results from the weekly monitoring in 2010 indicated very good water quality from an 

ecological perspective (meaning aquatic health indicators in the lake were good), the water readings in 

2011 were scaled back to once per month. As can be seen in the chart below, the readings were 

generally consistent with those taken in 2010 and continue to indicate overall good water quality 

regarding those parameters required for a healthy lake ecosystem.  Variations between the values 

collected for the different parameters measured (e.g., temperature, DO, conductivity) can mainly be 

attributed to differences expected on a year to year basis, usually based on weather variation. The chart 

below presents a snapshot of three sets of readings taken at different time periods and are presented 

for your information.  The reader is cautioned not to interpret too much from these numbers as the 

monitoring program is intended to be a long term effort and trends in the values being measured will 

take a number of years to be revealed.  

A few interesting things are indicated in the data collected over the last two summers.  As you can see 

the decrease in Temperature (°C) is as expected from July to October and is relatively consistant 

between the two years.  Similiarly, Conductivity (in units of μs/cm) shows a similar and relatively 

consistant pattern.  Dissolved Oxygen (DO – indicated below in % saturation), however seems to be 

bucking the trend.  While there is typically a strong relationship between temperature and DO, the 

changes in DO during both summers do not exactly align with the changes in temperature.  This 

indicates that other factors are involved in this complex relationship – wind, in particular, can play a role 

in DO allowing increased infusion of oxygen into the water. Wind data is available from Environment 

Canada and we will be collecting that data to try and correlate it with our other readings. 

 

We will continue to provide water quality readings to the Membership as the data is gathered. 



Seeking Your Input on the Proposed Bacterial Monitoring Program for the LGHPI 

Due to the potential health implications associated with the presence of bacteria in lake water, it has been 

suggested that the LGHPI Water Committee develop a bacterial monitoring strategy.  This would provide 

assurance of the suitability of lake water for recreational use, and would also serve to facilitate the 

detection of trends in bacteria levels over time. 

However, the non-negligible costs of implementing such a program on a meaningful scale indicate that 

the decision should not be made without considering alternate uses of LGHPI funds.  Soliciting input 

from the membership concerning the use of funds helps to ensure our activities continue to satisfy their 

priorities and expectations. 

Proposed details of a bacterial monitoring plan: 

 Water samples should be collected for the detection of E. coli, a measurement which is used 

as a proxy for the likely presence of other disease-causing pathogens. 

 Four sample sites will be designated along the developed shores of the lake, which will  each 

be sampled twice per summer.  The sampling events will take place during the months of 

July and August, when recreational activity is at its height. 

 Four sample locations distributed along the length of each side of the lake should be 

established and sampled each once on an annual basis (according to the above schedule).  

This coverage should both appease residents since at least one site should be located in their 

general region, but also provide for consistency in locations over time, which is required to 

make comparisons and monitor changes. 

 To avoid redundancy with the on-going activities of the Lake Shore Road Association, the 

LGHPI will collect only two samples on this side of the lake, one in July and another in 

August, and in doing so will coordinate with the Lake Shore Association to avoid sampling 

the same locations at the same general time. 

 When sample results exceed the recommended guideline of 2000 counts per litre, sampling 

should be repeated in the same location within a period of two weeks.  If results exceed 4000 

counts per liter for any one sample, a retest should be conducted as soon as possible.  In 

either case, the individuals conducting the sample should record details relevant to the 

presence of bacteria, such as observed wild life or waterfowl, or unpleasant odors.   

 Estimated cost: 
8 annual samples - 2 samples already collected by LSRA = 6 x $40/sample = $240   

Discretionary sampling (retests to verify high levels - estimated 1 per year) = $40 

Total costs = approximately $316.40 (tax included) annually 
 

Initiation of this monitoring program should be combined with an effort to raise awareness of the causes 

& potential implications of bacterial contamination, as well as an indication of the relative condition of 
Lake George with respect to bacteria levels. 

 

Developing and making the membership aware of such a monitoring program could be perceived as one 

of the more tangible benefits of being part of the LGHPI. 
 

Please let us know how you feel about the LGHPI undertaking this monitoring plan, or if you have 

any ideas about how to better serve the membership.  Contact Rebecca Mersereau at 754-3195 or 

rmersereau@gmail.com with any question.  

mailto:rmersereau@gmail.com


Adopt-a-Highway 

 

Have you ever taken notice of the amount of trash and garbage along the highways and 

side roads in our province??  It is hard to believe, let alone accept the fact, that some people 

have no regard for their surroundings and simply toss whatever trash they have out the 

window to accumulate on the roadside.  Thankfully, there are conscientious folks who are 

willing to cross-check that unacceptable behavior and give of themselves to help clean up 

those ditches in our Lake George area. 

The weather on Saturday May 28, 2011 was very wet, dismal and cold – but that did not 

dampen the spirit of over 40 who showed up by 9 a.m. to take on the task of cleaning the 

ditches and roadsides along route 635 and 636.  Within 3 hours there were bags and bags of 

garbage and various items of debris lined up for the ‘gofer’ crew to pick up and take to an 

assigned drop off location for that day…. This marked the 2
nd

 annual Adopt-a-Highway 

clean-up project spearheaded by Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc.  The organizing 

committee is thrilled with the generous efforts not only from the volunteers but also from 

the numerous sponsors who assisted in making the activity a huge success.  The Mick Mack 

Trailer club opened the doors of their clubhouse to host the roundup social following the 

‘ditch cleanup’.  A hot lunch consisting of coffee, tea, grilled hotdogs in steamed buns, 

snacks, juice and ice cream were a big hit given the cold, damp weather conditions.  It was 

wonderful to have the diversified age groups – participants under age 3 to ‘older’  Lake 

George enthusiasts who fit in the 80+ category– there is always something to be done by 

anyone who joins in – all you have to do is show up!! 

The 2012 event is scheduled for Saturday, May 26. 

Submitted by Emily Haswell & Lynne Horsnell, Adopt-a-Highway Organizing Committee. 

   ------------------------------- 

We had 75 photos submitted by residents and cottage owners around the Lake for our: 

First Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc. 2012 Calendar 

Calendars will be sold for $15.00 with the funds raised going to help purchase supplies such 

as; water quality monitoring equipment, buoys etc. These supplies will help to fulfill our 

mission, “To preserve, protect, maintain and enhance the environmental, aesthetic, and 

recreational value of Lake George and its watershed.”  Only 100 calendars are available for 

sale. They would make for a great Christmas gift for anybody with a lake connection. 

If you would like to pre-order a calendar you can do so by sending an email to 

lakegeorgehpi@gmail.com with your name, contact information and the number of calendars 

you wish to purchase.  

mailto:lakegeorgehpi@gmail.com

