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Most of the members of the Association “Our 
Lake George, NB” (proposed new name), 
attended the General Meeting at the Harvey 
Community Centre, on August 14, 2008. This 
meeting saw unanimous consent given to a 
motion to form an association and to elect an 
interim Board of Directors. 
 
The purpose of this Newsletter is to bring the 
membership up to date on what has been 
happening with the Association since that time. 
The mandate of the Board of Directors elected at 
the August meeting was: “To prepare 
recommendations to be brought to a general 
meeting of members, within one year or sooner. 
These recommendations are to include (a) 
management and structure (b) method of 
operation (c) financing and budgetary 
requirements (d) name of association (e) 
membership (f) direction and objectives of the 
Association.  
 
Through monthly meetings and committee 
meetings, the Board of Directors has been 
working steadily on this mandate. In addition, 
the Board of Directors has had to address issues 
that have come to the forefront. A major issue 
that has faced the residents of Sunset Cove and 
the Mic Mac Trailer Park was the issue of 
proposed clear cutting by AV Nackawic in the 
areas adjacent to properties in these areas. 
Elsewhere in this newsletter, there is a detailed 
report of that particular situation. In addition the 
issue of “water level”, if you will pardon the pun, 
has arisen, due to the extremely high water levels 
in the late summer and fall. There is also a report 
in this publication on that topic. 

 
As Acting Chairperson for the Board of 
Directors, I am very pleased with the progress 
that this body is making. The very hard work and 
commitment of the individual members has 
resulted in much of the framework being put in 
place that is necessary when an Association is 
created from scratch. The willingness of the 
Directors to sacrifice time and effort toward the 
goal of improving and sustaining the health of 
the water in Lake George, speaks to the passion 
that these individuals have. The success that the 
Board has had in dealing with the clear cutting 
situation, affirms, already, the existence of our 
new Association. 
    
There are several areas that I believe that could 
be improved upon. Our contact with the 
membership through this initial growing phase 
has been minimal, to say the least... This 
newsletter and our website (see article) should 
address some of that problem. Another area that I 
feel needs to be addressed between now and the 
Annual Meeting in the summer, is involving 
more property owners in our Association. In 
other words, increasing our membership... There 
is strength in numbers and there is strength in 
speaking with a collective voice, as our 
experience in dealing with AV Nackawic, has 
clearly shown. We encourage those that are 
members to encourage your neighbors to become 
involved for the better good of “Our Lake “and 
its environment.  
 
In closing , I would like to take this opportunity 
to express  thanks to the individual members of 
the present Board of Directors and also to say a 
huge thank you to three members of the original 
“ Steering Committee “, who helped lay the 
ground work to get us where we are today. David 
Crofut, Danny Haines and John Myles are not on 
the current Board of Directors and but have 
made invaluable contributions in the initial 
phases of the organization of our Association. 
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We welcome your involvement and your voice. 
Please feel free to contact the Director for your 
area. 
 
 See you in warmer times. 

 
Beauty Preserved: 

Lake Association Pleased with Results 
 
Immediately following the formation of our 
association the issue of clear cutting adjacent to 
our water shed was put on the agenda.  It was 
brought to our attention that there were two areas 
of Crown Land around the lake scheduled to be 
clear cut in the winter of 2008-09.  The two areas 
in question are part of Crown License Number 8 
and are managed by AV Nackawic.  A meeting 
was scheduled with the woodlands manager of 
AV Nackawic, Mr. Fred Sommerville, to express 
our concerns about their plans.  The 
representatives from AV Nackawic were 
interested in our newly formed association and 
were open to speaking with us.  
 
The results of the first meeting were positive; a 
consensus was reached that the area immediately 
adjacent to the Mic Mac Trailer Park and 
containing a much-valued spring would not be 
harvested.  The other area in question at the time 
Block A334 remained on the table, however, 
they agreed to leave a buffer along the road.  
There was an agreement among the members of 
the association that we did not want Block A334 
harvested for environmental, recreational and 
aesthetic reasons.  
 
A follow up meeting was held with AV 
Nackawic representatives on January 26, 2009 to 
again raise this concern.  An agreement was 
reached that Block A334 would not be harvested.  
There will be a select harvest taking place this 
winter between Ewart Hyde Road and the 
McGeorge Road (indicated on the map as Block 
A335) and they have agreed to buffer this area as 
well.  We were pleased with this consensus and 
feel that this will have little impact on residents 
and properties in the area.  In addition, Mr. 
Sommerville extended an invitation to our 
Association to join the AV Nackawic 
Stakeholders Committee which meets 
periodically for an exchange of information and 
ideas. 

 
 
Picture: AV Nackawic 2007 Forest Management      
Plan 
      
We would like to thank AV Nackawic for 
meeting with us and being open to discussion on 
this topic. We intend to keep an open line of 
communication with them regarding issues that 
impact our lake.   

Christie MacKeigan 

Nature Notes 
The Beaver (castor canadensis) 

 
We are fortunate on Lake George to have at least 
one family of beavers inhabiting our lake and 
possibly more!  It is our industrious neighbor the 
beaver who keeps our water level regulated so 
that we have water to swim in during our 
summer.   
 
Canada’s national symbol, the beaver, is known 
best known for its hardworking nature.  Beavers 
are North America’s largest rodent and can 
weigh between 16 and 32 kg.  They have a flat 
tail that is covered in scales that is used for 
steering when swimming or balance on land.  
You may have heard a loud slap on the water if 
you have ever ventured too close.  The beaver 
uses this slap to warn other beavers of a danger.  
Contrary to popular belief, the tail is not used to 
pat down mud on dams or houses.  Although the 
beaver’s favorite food is the bark of the aspen 
tree, they also will eat grass, berries and water 
plants.   
 
Tip: One way to protect your precious waterfront 
trees from beaver feeding is to wrap the base of 
the tree with chicken wire. 
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Beavers are well adapted to their environment.  
They have special clear lenses that cover their 
eyes when swimming to protect them and their 
ears and nostrils can be closed when swimming.   
Beavers build dams to create a pond deep 
enough to build their houses, called a lodge.  The 
water must pool deep enough so that the water 
does not freeze to the bottom in winter.  This is 
because, although beavers winter in the lodge, 
they do not hibernate.  There can be up to 8 
beavers living in a lodge at one time and there 
must be enough food to keep them all through 
the winter.  During the summer months, the 
beaver collects food for the winter and deposits it 
into the space on the bottom of the pond near the 
beaver lodge; this is called a feed bed.  In the 
winter the beaver exits its house and dives down 
to get some food.  This is why it is important that 
there be enough water so that there is open water 
under the ice.   

 
 
Beavers mate for life.  Baby beavers are born in 
the early summer and are able to see, hear and 
walk at birth.  A mother usually has between 3 
and 4 kits that will remain with the parents until 
they are two years old. At two years old they will 
help the parents maintain the dam and the lodge.  
Many other animals rely on the habitat created 
by the beaver dams to survive.  Without the dam 
in Lake George our water level would drop too 
low which would have a negative impact on the 
water quality on our lake. So next summer when 
you are out enjoying life on the water, thank our 
neighbor, the beaver, for making it all possible! 
 
Christie MacKeigan 
 

Report on Erosion and Washout 
Damage to Lake Shore Road 

 
An unusual combination of events in the late 
summer and fall of 2008, have led to extensive 
erosion and washout of Lake Shore Road. This is 

the road on the northeast (Kings Landing) side of 
the lake that runs between the lake and the 
cottages. 
 
A high level of the lake through the summer of 
2008 was caused by two things. The beavers had 
reconstructed a series of dams, on the outlet, at 
the westerly end of the lake that is the beginning 
of the Pokiok Stream. These dams appeared to 
keep the lake at a higher than normal level.  In 
addition, heavy rains in August and September 
further increased the level of the lake.  Continued 
heavy rains in October brought the water line 
very close to the roadway. When very high 
winds blew for several days, with the water level 
at this height, severe erosion and extensive 
washout of the roadway occurred. More damage 
occurred on the west end and the damage is 
serious and will require costly repairs.  Before 
freeze up and snow, the roadway was barely 
passable in places by an ordinary vehicle, and 
not passable in places by larger trucks. In the 
spring of 2009 after the ice goes out, with, 
hopefully, no further damage, the roadway will 
need to be reconstructed in many places. 
 

 
 
At the present time, there is in existence, a “Lake 
Shore Road Campers Association “, which has 
been in operation for 15 years. This Association 
was formed to deal with the issue of road repairs 
for this area of the lake.  Each year, this 
Association spends a small amount on road 
repairs usually after damage from the ice going 
out in the spring. These repairs are financed from 
the yearly dues paid by the campers along Lake 
Shore Road to their Association. That 
Association will not have the financial means of 
covering the cost of repairs that will be needed in 
the spring of 2009.  An appeal to all cottage 
owners along Lake Shore Road to assist with the 
payment will have to be made. 
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The newly formed Lake George Association 
does not have road repairs to access roads as one 
of its mandates. It does, however, have "water 
level" and possible control of, as one of its 
mandates.  Very high water levels, while 
impacting most on Lake Shore Road, also impact 
other areas of the lake, as do low water levels.  
The Water Committee of the Association is 
currently examining possibilities to see if there 
are practical strategies that can be adopted that 
would lead to less fluctuating water levels in the 
lake.  Input to this end, from members of the 
Association is welcome. Contact could be made 
through the Director for your area.    
 
Hal Mersereau 
 

Why One Should Join Our 
Association 

 
When I heard that some community members 
had gathered to bring us all together I was 
delighted, not because I needed to attend another 
meeting, in fact, I had all the meetings I could 
handle but, it struck me that if I cared about our 
beautiful lake then I had a responsibility to see 
that what we do with it will protect it for our 
grandchildren. 
 
You may say that is pretty cliché but as we age 
we do begin worrying if our families will be able 
to enjoy what we have enjoyed.     Earlier last 
year, I had made a tour around the province and 
visited some of my childhood haunts.  Two 
places made me want to cry.  The “black hole” 
where I once swam, on hot sunny days in 
summer and the only natural salt and fresh water 
sand bar in the world, were both off limits.   I 
asked the locals what had happened and I was 
shocked by their blasé response.  They were used 
to the fact that you could not swim there 
anymore.  They did not remember that years past 
we had midnight bonfires until 2 a.m.  They did 
not remember that it was the only place that 
Mom and Dad and the family actually cooked 
clams over this fire and ate what we had just 
picked. 
 
While this was my childhood place, I think about 
how much fun it has been to have my son meet 
his wife across the street from our cottage home, 
here on Lake George, where her parents have 
their waterfront cottage.   They now have two 
sons who have the fortunate opportunity to visit 
both grandparents at the same time.  We are just 

across the street and when I built the wee bridge, 
it was so one day they can come home to tell me 
how big it seemed to them and we can laugh 
about how small it really is.   This is the real 
reason we need to protect what we have here on 
this loon filled lake, where the moonshines over 
it making you think you are still 16, no matter 
how old you have gotten. 
 
Visitors love to come to the lake.  They always 
remark how peaceful it is and how the sounds of 
the night; little frogs crocking, loons calling out 
to your imagination, or the sound of children 
splashing in the water way before we dare to 
jump in is a page from “On Golden Pond.” 
 
If you moved here obviously you have your own 
reasons.  Maybe you have not yet reached a point 
of reflection about our lake, but we think when 
you do, you will be glad to know you can 
become part of keeping it safe for your offspring. 
If you have not yet joined, do think about it.  
  
Lake George is a place we come to relax and we 
want everyone to enjoy it, too.   “It helps all of 
us to help one another.”  So let’s make this our 
reason d’être.   Be a good neighbor, belong to 
our new association. 
 
I really just want our association to become a 
place where we are all involved, concerned and 
show this to each other along the way.   I want to 
get to know who you are and I hope you will 
want to share who you are.     
 
Pat Carlson 
 

Website 
 

Our Lake George website is in the process of 
being designed. To view the list of directors and 
information on how to join the association, 
please view our (tentative) website at the 
following URL: 
 
http://personal.nbnet.nb.ca/parksgg/ 
 
If you have any suggestions for the website or 
newsletter please forward your comments to the 
following e-mail address: 
 
parksgg@nb.sympatico.ca 
 
Thanks, 
Gary Parks 


