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May 2009 

 
Newsletter No. 2 

 
YOUR LAKE ASSOCIATION WANTS YOU 

Everyone Benefits from Membership. 
 

On August 14, 2008 close to 100 attendees at a meeting in Harvey unanimously accepted a motion to form 
an association of residents and cottagers for Lake George and its watershed area.  Thus, Lake George 
joined with thousands of North American lakes and waterways in giving voice to those most concerned 
with preserving their own bodies of water and their great natural resources and amenities.  The Lake 
George (NB) Association has yet to formally adopt its legal name but that will be one of the decisions to be 
made at its second annual meeting, July 16th, 7 pm at the Harvey Recreation Centre. 
 
The simple solution would be to call it the “Lake George Association” but unfortunately that name was 
taken years ago by Lake George, New York.  Even so, the Board of Directors, elected last August, has been 
busy drafting proposed bylaws, establishing effective communications, gathering information of interest to 
the lake community and setting goals.  Those who are working, and those who support the concept, agree 
on the basic premise for such an organization.  Broadly speaking, it exists to protect the health of the lake, 
to preserve its beauty for the future, to keep its membership informed and advised of any proposals, 
projects, regulations or changes which could affect any resident or cottage owner.  We definitely are not a 
policing organization and have no intention of imposing any rules or conditions on any property owner.  
Rather we could better be described as educational entity, ready to take action in defense of our 
membership and its regard for and love of our lake. 
 
For example, some may have heard through the winter of the plans by AV Nackawic to clearcut several 
woodlots within the watershed, some which could have affected views or water quality.  However, after 
study, research and communication efforts of the Directors, agreement was reached to avoid any of the 
planned clearcuts that could have been visible from the lake or could have affected water quality.  In fact, 
communication with AV Nackawic has been established for the future and association directors plan to 
accept an offer from the company to be part of its stakeholders committee. 
 
There are no doubt, many other issues which could arise, including undesirable, adjacent development,  
unacceptable regulatory changes or further outlet blockages causing more extensive damage to roads and 
buildings such as has occurred since last fall.  The strength of the association’s responses to these and other 
issues is directly proportional to the interest and involvement of the membership.  Now is the time to build 
on that strength.  If you support the goals and ideals, please join us.  If you want more information, the 
names of directors are listed in this newsletter, or you can find considerable information from the 
newsletters, Issues #1 and #2.  Also available is our website, http://personal.nbnet.nb.ca/parksgg/ .  Lake 
Associations from all over have successfully met their goals and protected their lakes through members 
joining together.  Please see some of the goals and objectives of other associations, taken from their 
websites and reproduced in edited form again in this newsletter.  Read issue #1, the article “Why We 
Should Join” to find out what happened to the swimming locations visited last summer by one of our 
members.  We can have strong representation and success through numbers, so please join and give us your 
support. 
 
Report by Fred Blair 
 
 



 2 

 
 

Watercourse Alteration Permits, a 
Quick Study 

 
A watercourse is defined as the full 
width and length, including the bed, 
banks, sides and shoreline, or any part of 
a river, creek, stream, spring, brook, 
lake, pond, reservoir, canal, ditch or 
other natural or artificial channel. 
 
A watercourse alteration is any 
temporary or permanent change made at, 
or near to a watercourse or to water flow 
in a watercourse and includes any 

change made to structures in the water, 
whether or not it alters the watercourse, 
the operation of machinery on the bed of 
the watercourse, any deposit or removal 
of sand, gravel, topsoil or other material 
into or from a watercourse or within 30 
meters of the bank, disturbance of 
ground within 30 meters of the bank and 
any removal of vegetation from the bed 
or bank and any removal of trees within 
30 meters of the bank.  
  
Any such activities and several more 
require a permit from the Department of 

DALHOUSIE LAKE ASSOCIATION INC. 
 

Why join a lake association? Here are some reasons for your consideration:  
• It acts as a liaison between the various agencies and our members.  
• It helps in creating a “lake community” where you know your neighbours.  
• The association is interested in preserving and improving the ecosystem of our 

lake through education, however the association is not a watchdog for other 
agencies.  

 
Why Join LOBA? (Lake of Bays Association) 

Membership in LOBA is open to all permanent and seasonal residents of Lake 
of Bays and the surrounding area. Your property is a big investment and 
LOBA works on your behalf to protect not only the value of your property but 
the quality of your life at Lake of Bays. Your membership ensures continued 
action and reporting. You need us and we need you.  

Kawagama Lake Cottagers’ Association 

A vibrant membership will provide a strong and clear voice for sustaining and 
preserving these lakes for current and future generations.  Lake Plan Management: 
Working with various environmental and government agencies, we influence policies 
regarding water quality, fisheries, lake levels and shoreline protection. Political 
Advocacy: We represent our members at local and provincial councils and 
governments on matters of concern to our members and any issues that will affect the 
well being of our Lakes.  

(Notes from the websites of other lake associations) 
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Environment. Exceptions include 
agricultural practices approved by 
regulation, and the installation and 
removal of seasonal wharves that do not 
require any construction or excavation 

during installation. The regulation has 
been in effect since 1990.  Failure to 
comply can bring a fine of up to $50,000 
for an individual, or for an organization, 
up to $1,000,000. 

  
Report by Hal Mersereau, Chairperson Interim Board of Directors 

 
This August will mark the 1st anniversary of the formation of an Association that serves 
all of the approximate 330 property owners within the Lake George Watershed area. We 
are at this time attempting to make contact with all property owners for a second time. 
The first time was through the circulation of the booklet “Our Lake” which outlined 
proposals for the formation of an Association, which has been done successfully. At this 
time we are providing all property owners with a copy of our two published Newsletters, 
to update them of the activities of the Association through its Board of Directors. The 
information in the 1st Newsletter, which was originally circulated to registered members 
of the Association, will bring you up to date on developments with the Association since 
last August. 
 
At the present time there are 64 registered members of the Association which represents 
only 19% of the total property owners that are within the watershed area of Lake George. 
In reality this Association then is speaking only for a small minority of the total property 
owners. The Board of Directors has as its main goal increasing this number substantially, 
so that the Association can speak from a solid base, representing a large majority of 
property owners. So …… we would like you to “get on the bus” with us, that is traveling 
to a common destination loaded with people of similar purpose. We hope that you share 
with us (interim Board of Directors) the common objective of ensuring the survival of a 
healthy Lake George and environment surrounding it. 
 
We invite you to: 
---- pencil in the date, Thursday, July 16th, on your calendar and to attend our first Annual 
Meeting, being held at 7:00 on that night at the Harvey Recreation Centre 
---- become a member of the Association if you are not (Info follows on how to do that) 
---- renew your membership at the Annual Meeting 
---- contact a Board Member from your area if you are interested in serving on a 
committee 
---- have a look at our website at http://personal.nbnet.nb.ca/parksgg for more 
information or contact a Board Member 
--- keep an ear tuned to news of some fund raising events that the association will be 
running to provide funding for some future projects.  
 
Association Mailing Address 
 
Lake George (NB) Association,  
81 Babbitt Street, 
Fredericton, NB E3A 3A4  
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Interim Board of Directors 
 
From CE Centre to Lakeshore Road ,West and East branches of Lake Shore Road 
Hal Mersereau, 7 Lakeshore Road, 366–5678, 755–2697, hjmers@gmail.com 
Melanie Wood, 23 Lakeshore Road, 366–3111, melanie.wood@nbed.nb.ca 
 
From CE Centre along Route 635 to Ewart Hyde Road, Sunset Cove, Mic Mac  
Dennis Doherty, 6 Sunset Cove Lane, 366-2046 
 
Route 635 from Ewart Hyde Road to Jct. Rte. 636, McGeorge Lane 
Stuart Blair, 26 Lakeside Crescent, 366-5663 
Christie MacKeigan, 24 Loon Lane, christie_mackeigan@live.ca 
 
Route 636 from Route 635 to Campground, McMurray Road, Cottage Lane 
Fred Blair, 40 Cottage Lane, 366–5780, fredb@nb.sympatico.ca 
Gary Parks, 96 Cottage Lane, parksgg@nb.sympatico.ca 
 
From campground to Russell Bell Lane 
Lorrie Yerxa, 982 Rte. 636, 366-2972 
Ken Estabrooks, 984 Rte. 636, 366-5550, kenneth.estabrooks@gnb.ca 
 
Russell Bell Road,  Hazen Lane 
Reigh Sweezey, 366-5532, maxel1@nb.sympatico.ca    
 
We encourage all residents who are not members to strengthen our Association by 
joining the membership. Join or renew membership signing up at the annual meeting or 
by one of the methods listed below for new members. 
(1). Mail the following information to the Association’s Mailing Address (listed above): 
Your name, Lake George address, other address, phone numbers and email address along 
with a cheque or money order for ten dollars ( $10 ) made out to Lake George (NB) 
Association; (2). Provide the above information and the $10 fee to any Director (3). Pay 
membership fee at the Annual Meeting.  Memberships run from Annual Meeting to 
Annual Meeting. Anyone who joins before the Annual Meeting will have their 
membership run until the 2010 Annual Meeting. 
 
 


