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Lake George History Series - Part 1

GLACIAL GEOLOGY OF THE LAKE GEORGE AREA

A.A. Seaman, Quaternary Geologist

The glacial geology of the Lake George area was first

described during the 1880's by Robert Chalmers, the

Geological Survey of Canada's first glacial geologist and

a native New Brunswicker. He described the lake as

occupying a basin lined with till(1 ). The steps that he

envisaged in the formation of the lake were as follows:

1 ) formation of a depression by the weathering of the

bedrock prior to the Ice Age (remnants of this

preglacially weathered bedrock are commonly found

beneath till in New Brunswick, e.g. , near Charlie Lake

~25 km to the west of Lake George); 2) scooping out of the weathered rock material

by the glaciers of the Ice Age to form a basin, which was then lined with till; and 3)

retreat of the glaciers, leaving a depression partly enclosed by rock and partly

enclosed by till, which caught the drainage from the surrounding area and thereby

became a lake. Despite its age, this explanation is still eminently suitable today.

The till in the Lake George area is generally thin.

Exploration work around the Lake George antimony

mine has shown that bedrock generally lies within 3

feet (0.9 m) of the surface and rarely lies at a depth

greater than 6 feet (1 .8 m). The till within the Lake

George basin is probably of equivalent thickness. It

will be blanketed by lacustrine mud, derived in part

from sediment carried in by the small in-flowing

streams and in part from till along the shorelines that

has been eroded by wave action.

Lake George
Habitat Preservation Inc.

Newsletter #8
Nov 2012 Issue

http: //www. lakegeorgehpi. ca

In This Issue:

Lake George History

Series - Part 1 - Glacial

Geology of the Lake

George Area .......... pg.1

President's Report.pg.3

Adopt-a-Highway .. pg.3

Get to know your Board

members - Part 1 ... pg.4

cont' d on pg. 2



pg. 2

The till was formed of material derived from bedrock along the direction of flow of the

glacier. Various lines of evidence in west-central New Brunswick indicate that the

dominant direction of till transport was toward the south-southeast. Since the ore-

bearing veins at the Lake George antimony mine extend to the surface, some of this

ore material has been dispersed south-southeastward. Sampling and geochemical

analysis of till in the Lake George area has revealed a dispersal train (2) of gold,

arsenic and antimony that extends from the area of the mine past the northeast end of

the lake.

Submitted by Diane Richard

(1 ) "Till" is the term used by geologists to describe sediment deposited directly by the action of a glacier. It

consists of a mixture of material that may range in size from clay through to huge boulders, all intermingled. It was

formerly known as "boulder clay", and may also be referred to as "moraine" or "unstratified drift" .

(2) A "dispersal train" consists of an elongate area parallel to the direction of glacier flow that contains elevated

values of one or more chemical elements derived from an orebody or a particular rock type, or elevated

concentrations of material (e.g. , pebbles, sand, clay, etc.) derived from a particular rock source.

Stocking Stuffers Extraordinaire

A 2013 LGHPI calendar ($15) or a LGHPI membership ($10) for those adult children
who enjoy time at the lake. Contact any board member or order through
lakegeorgehpi@gmail.com

PRESIDENTS’ REPORT

A Message from the President of the LGHPI

Lake Association stuff – a waste of time? You

decide.

What is this lake association stuff? Does it

make any difference? Does it do any good?

Where are the benefits?

When I was settling on a topic for this newsletter, I got to thinking about all the

meetings that I have attended over the past six years related to Lake George and the

LGHPI and whether anything at all is being accomplished or is it mostly rhetoric and a

waste of some really valuable time. What follows are those thoughts.

We have discovered through regular water quality testing over the past three

years, that the quality of our lake water surpasses all standards, and over that time,

has remained constant. This scientific data base will tell us if and when our water

quality declines.

We have been involved in community programs such as the annual Adopt-A-

Highway program and are taking the steps to phase in a Neighbourhood Watch

program for the Lake George area.

cont' d on pg. 3
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Earlier in this newsletter, you will have found an article that is the first in a series

related to the history of the Lake George area.

Our association speaks with one voice for area residents in matters that impact

their lives. We have been able to influence the forest harvest plan of the company that

holds the cutting rights to wood in the Lake George area and continue to be part of

their Stakeholders Group

We have used a grant from the NB Environmental Trust Fund (you help fund it with

your deposit on drink containers) to explore means of managing water levels.

Who is minding the “environmental store“ these days? We like to think that there

are government agencies and departments that do that, but increasingly, we see

government decreasing their environmental responsibilities, which has caused a great

increase, in NB, in the formation of watershed groups. (Not sure what impact will be

felt by the proposed changes by the Harper government to the Navigatable Waters

Act)

We are networking and collaborating and sharing with five other Lake Associations

in the immediate area, as well as supporting the impending formation of a provincial

body to represent Lake Associations, called the New Brunswick Alliance of Lake

Associations.

So, consider the LGHPI, a watch dog, one that is watching your lake and mine. And

sure, you may say there really is nothing to watch because everything is fine. We have

no invasive plant species. We have no invasive animal or fish species. We have no blue

green algae. We have no cyanobacteria. We have no industry polluting the lake. We

have no problems with our lake water. All of that is true, but we do have 240

residences or cottages on lake shore property. The collective action of these property

owners can impact water quality now and in the future.

The lake has given you and I much over many years. What can you and I give back

to the lake? It does not hurt to be reminded of what is good for the lake and what is

not. That is what “stewardship“ is all about. So you could call the LGHPI an agent of

stewardship. You don’t have to be an environmentalist to be part of our association.

You just have to be a property owner.

Adopt-a-Highway Committee

The May clean-up was again a huge success. The interest shown by folks who helped

in the past as well as new faces shows there is a genuine interest in the well being of

the environment. This is a great way to start off the summer season, do a little work,

followed by a social held at the Club House of Mick Mack Trailer Club. Good food,

good conversation, great people and fellowship! ! The Adopt-a-Highway event is held

each year on the Saturday FOLLOWING the May long weekend – the date for 2013 is

SATURDAY MAY 25.

Lynne Horsnell
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Get to know your Board members - Part 1

Biography of Hal Mersereau, our LGPHI President

Currently is the president of the LGHPI, a position held since the

formation of the association. Was part of the original group that

initiated the formation of the association.

The following are some notes from Hal:

I live in St. George, New Brunswick and have a cottage on

Lake Shore Road. Mine is the third generation of family that has

camped at Lake George and I've spent every summer of the past 63

years enjoying what the lake has to offer. I've retired from a teaching career which

allows for more time at the lake.

Janet and I have three children, Amy, Ben and Rebecca, and enjoy lots of lake

time with four granddaughters; Ella, Molly and Olivia Cook and Jillian Mersereau.

I became involved in the formation of the Lake Association and continue to be

involved, because the health of the lake and factors that impact water quality have

become important in light of changing climatic conditions and impact from human

activity. It cannot be assumed that the condition of the lake will be in the future what

it has been in the past.

Biography of Stuart Blair, our LGHPI Vice President

Currently is the Vice President of the LGHPI and represents Zone

3. Stuart is also one of the founding members of the LGHPI.

Stuart lives at 26 Lakeside Crescent, Lake George and is the Vice

President Sales and Marketing at Covey Basics.

The following are some notes from Stuart:

I have been at Lake George all my life, we spent our summers

there as children. My mother ran the Lakeshore Canteen for over

20 years. It was a gathering spot of groceries and a snack or supper. For many years

we offered outdoor movies beside the canteen and on Friday and Saturday night many

would feature the newest Elvis Presley or John Wayne action films. It was the drive in

theater for Lake George.

In 1980 I married a girl from Harvey and we converted our family summer residence

to a full time home. In 1999, we moved to Murphy Subdivision where we built a new

home where we reside now.

I was one of the original committee members who met and helped build the

framework for the LGHPI. I have been a member representing Zone 3 since we

formed the Association and have served as the first Vice President.

Lake George has been an important part of my life and I hope I can do my part

to help ensure we have a lake that will be enjoyed for years to come.

cont' d on pg. 5
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Get to know your Board members - Part 1 - Cont'd

Biography of Reigh Sweezey, Our LGHPI Treasurer and Secretary

Currently is the Treasurer ans Secretary of the LGHPI and

represents Zone 5. Reigh is also one of the founding members of

the LGHPI. Reigh lives on the Northside of Fredericton and on

Hazen Lane, Lake George. Reigh is retired from a career in

Engineering Technology and Construction management.

The following are some notes from Reigh:

Built a log cabin on the lake in 1975. I believe the Association

is necessary to represent the views of all our membership in matters that impact the

Lake George watershed and its people. There is strength in numbers.

Biography of Jim Thorburn, Zone 3 Director

Jim is one of the Zone 3 Directors and lives at 4 Lakeside Crescent,

Lake George. Jim is a retired teacher.

The following are some notes from Jim:

My wife, Heather, and I purchased this lot in August, 1989

and built a cottage in 1990. We established full time residence here

in November,1996. I retired from public education in 2006 and

enjoy family and friends here on Lake George.

I joined the LGHPI this year at the AGM and reside in Zone 3. In addition to

regular board responsibilities I serve on the water quality committee.

The responsibility for Lake George as an ecosystem, home or vacation area falls

to everyone living on or near the lake. We must all be stewards of the area and take

responsibility for its welfare. As a resident it is important that I take on this

responsibility in partnership with other board members and do my part to sustain the

long term health of Lake George. We all have a role to play and I invite you to take an

interest and join the association in its work.

Help us name our newsletter!

If you can think of a good name for our newsletter we would like to hear from you.

You can submit your suggestions to lakegeorgehpi@gmail.com

Thanks.

cont' d next newsletter
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