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This document serves as a general guide to the many aspects of Lake George, such as 
its history, original settlers, folklore, true stories, and personal memories from present 
or former residents of Lake George.  
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History  
 
 “The lands of Prince William, first settled by the King’s American Dragoons, are 
very hilly, and the intervals more limited in their extent. The parish contains several 
inland basins of water. The largest of these is Lake George. The settlement at the lake 
contains two sawmills, a flour and oat mill. From it descends a rapid stream called the 
Pokiok. Having passed over a rocky bed, this rivulet plunges into the St. John through a 
chasm of twenty-five feet wide, seventy feet deep, and a furlong in length. The water falls 
over a perpendicular ledge, and bounds from step to step, through a dark channel, until it 
is lost in the more tranquil water of the main river, which glides along unruffled, by its 
noisy tributary. Lake George has clearings upon its borders. In this quarter there are 
also two other thriving settlements, Magundy and Pokiok. Still farther south, the whole 
surface of the country over a wide expanse is in its natural state, and since the 
destruction of the beaver it is seldom visited, even by the Indians. Moose, carriboo, 
Virginian deer, bears, and wolves, are plentiful. The district is interrupted by the chain of 
high and broken lands, yet there are fine valleys and slopes among the mountains and 
hills, to which agriculture might be successfully applied.” 1 

 
The first recorded settlers around Lake George emigrated from Scotland in 1817. 

At this time, however, the lake was called Seven Mile Lake. Their names were Alexander 
Lawson and John McGeorge. Lawson was native of Dumfriesshire, Scotland. The 
following year, they both petitioned for land grants surrounding the lake. Each received 
200 acres of land of which lot 1 was appointed to McGeorge and lot 2 was appointed to 
Lawson.  

Alexander Lawson married Deborah Kelly on March 23rd 1824 in Fredericton and 
they had seven children. Oddly, some of these Lawson children are buried in two 
different cemeteries, the Lake George Micmac Cemetery, and the Lake George United 
cemetery. 2 

There are many different versions of John McGeorge’s death. The following 
original newspaper clippings state the capture of Peter Pennard, the alleged shooter of 
McGeorge. However, the dates of the publications do not tie in together. Figure 1 is dated 
from 1825, whereas; figure 2 is dated 1822 (see below). 

 
The more popularly known story behind McGeorge’s death is stated as so: 

 
Very early one morning in February of 1822, John McGeorge shot a deer outside 

of his home. Apparently, an Indian had been tracking the deer for three days and was 
upset that McGeorge shot it. The Indian, known as Peter Pennard, appeared demanding 
the deer. When John’s brother Rae was walking toward the barn where the two were 
confronting each other, he saw a flash from a gun and watched John fall to the ground. 

                                                        1 Gesner, Abraham, New Brunswick; with Notes for Emigrants (Simmonds and Ward: London, 1847). 2 NB Provincial Archives. 
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When Rae ran to the barn to investigate, he saw two Indians standing near the barn door. 
John had refused to give up any of the deer meat so the Indians shot him.  

A manhunt was formed in the area to track down Pennard and serve justice. For 
three weeks they searched for him and eventually gave up. Later, one of the Indians 
began shooting a farmer’s sheep near the Waterloo Stream. After a long chase, the 
Indian was caught. 

The Joslin family now owns the rifle used in the shooting of McGeorge. 
McGeorge died about a month after he was shot by Peter Pennard, and was buried in the 
Lake George Micmac Cemetery. The lake was then renamed Lake George, in tribute to 
him. 3 
 

 
Figure 1 – 1825 – A newspaper clipping confirming Peter Pennard’s capture. This was published three years 
after the shooting. The Royal Gazette 1825.  

                                                        3 “Our Lake” 
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Figure 2 – A newspaper clipping describing the capture of Peter Pennard, dated 1822, the Royal Gazette 

 
On March 4th, 1922, McGeorge’s last Will Testament was approved and 

published. From what is decipherable in the handwritten document, the recipients of the 
will were Mary Young and William Dayton. This date coincides with how McGeorge 
was shot by the Indian in question and was indeed sick and weak at the time when the 
will was written.   
 
*** 
 

The “Muskrat Farm” 
 
 “Patrick Carr owned an abandoned farm on the Lake George Road in York 
County.  
 The farm was hopelessly run down, and he was only too happy to rent the place to 
Hugh Monahan of St. Stephen. Monahan told Carr that he and his partner, Thomas 
Harding of Welsford, were going to start a muskrat farm, and that this quiet, isolated 
spot was ideal for muskrats. It was later known that a man named Victor Richardson 
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actually put up the money for rent, and Monahan swore that he and another man George 
Seymour, alias George Ford, of St. John were merely camp-caretakers hired by 
Richardson to look after the furry little animals. That was in 1927.  
 Trouble developed for the muskrat enterprise a few months later when St. John 
customs broker G. A. Whittaker noticed that muskrat farmer Monahan paid duty on a 
case of apricot cordial. The use of apricot cordial on a muskrat farm struck Mr. 
Whittaker as so strange that he informed Police officer Alex Crawford. Constable 
Crawford believed that it was odd, and he gathered a police posse and visited the farm. 
 The officers’ search turned up ‘nary a muskrat’. But they did find 150 gallons of 
newly-distilled alcohol, 35 bottles of the flavored and colored product ready for shipment 
across the nearby Border, and a distillery and bottling works that even at 1927 prices 
was valued at $40,000. All in all, it was the biggest booze-business seizure ever made in 
New Brunswick.” 4 
 
 
 

Original Land Grants 
 
Date (yy/mm/dd) Name Location 
1819/09/01 John McGeorge 

John Rae (step-brother) 
1 Lake George 

1819/01/01 Alexander Lawson 2 Lake George 
1825/05/23 Jeremiah Shea 1 Lake George 
1828/12/09 James Morris 500 acres (?) unknown 
1830/10/07 Cornelius Duggan 32 Lake George 
1831/01/17 John Nicholson Sr. 3-4 Lake George 
1831/01/17 John Nicholson Jr. 2 Lake George 
1882/04/19 W.H. George 72 S.W. Lake George 
1885/03/05 Samuel Hoskins Sr. 69 Acton Settlement W. 
1916/03/16 John E. Bell 75W Lake George 
1916/03/16 James R. Bell 74W Lake George 
1948/06/21 Charlie Cleghorn 71SW Lake George 
1978/05/26 Hazen J. Cleghorn 71NE Lake George 
               NB Provincial 
Archives 
  
 
                                                         4 Grant, Barry J., When Rum was King, (Fredericton: Fiddlehead Poetry Books, 1927). 
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Kissed Her While Dying – A Tragedy at Lake George 
 
 On January 3rd, 1887, between the hours of 9 and 10 am,  a woman by the name 
of Alice Lawson was shot and killed by a 15-year old boy. The boy, Allen Ballentine, 
was attempting to shoot at a dog that got in his way, but missed his aim and shot Mrs. 
Lawson right in the chest.  
 Dr. Mott was quickly dispatched when the incident occurred and rushed to the 
scene. She was dead upon his arrival. It took a mere ten minutes after being shot that Mrs. 
Lawson passed away.  
 Coroner Estabrooks was then called to the scene as well as a second doctor, Dr. 
Caldwell. When they examined the body, they confirmed the bullet hit her on the right 
side of the chest, between the ribs and made its way to the heart, causing her death. 
 The boy, Allen Ballentine, was arrested and set to attend trial. The following 
newspaper clipping, from the Daily Telegraph in 1887, explains the incident in detail, 
with several eyewitness testimonies. See newspaper clipping on page 31. 
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Cemeteries 

 
 There are four cemeteries surrounding the immediate area of Lake George, the 
largest of them being the Magundy cemetery. The other three are named Lake George 
Roman Catholic Cemetery, Lake George Micmac Cemetery, and Lake George United 
Cemetery. 
 

Lake George United Cemetery 
 

ARNBURG: - Julia Arnburg 1866 - 1948 
BOONE: - Mary M. Boone 1894 - 1975 

BOYNTON: - Margaret Boynton 1805 - 1889 Scotland 
BURKE: - Edmund Burke 1875 - 1893  

- George Burke 1881 - 1951  
- Judson A. Burke 1880 - 1904  
- Mary Burke 1849 - 1917  
- Michael Burke 1840 - 1925 Apr 5 

C: - C. M. C. (footstone / headstone illegible) 
CARR: - Frances E. - see KELLY 

CHARTERS: - Eliza Charters 1860 - 1884  
- Jerusua Charters 1852 - 1860  
- Jeremiah Charters 1864 - 1865  
- Robert Charters 1807 - 1869  
- William Charters 1861 - 1866 

GRAHAM: - James W. Graham 1869 - 1900  
- Patrick Graham 1852 - 1940  
- Samuel E. Graham 1866 - 1889  
- Sarah E. Graham 1855 - 1889 

HANNIS: - Elizabeth - see McLEAN 
HOSKIN: - Samauel Hoskin - 1903 59 yrs 

HOYT: - Daniel O'Dell Hoyt 1884 - 1971  
- Jane G. Hoyt 1826 - 1880  
- Roxie J. Hoyt - 1916 18 yrs, Sep 23 

HYDE: - Ewart S. Hyde 1914 - 1975 
IRVINE: - W. Percy Irvine 1874 - 1961 
IRVING: - Alfred G. Irving 1881 - 1884  

- John J. Irving - 1884 64 yrs  
- Mary E. Irving - 1876 52 yrs 

JONES: - Benjamin Jones 1828 - 1886  
- Mary Jones - 18.. 50 yrs 

KELLY: - Bertha Kelly - 1903 36 yrs  
- Frances E. Carr Kelly 1916 - 1974  
- James Kelly 1824 - 1902  
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- Malcolm M. Kelly 1912 - 1967  
- Margaret E. Kely - 1872 39 yrs 

LAWSON: - [...] Lawson - 1882  
- Ada C. Lawson 1879 - 1959  
- Alice L. M. Lawson - 1887 shot by Allen Ballentine  
- Claude Lawson 1880 - 1964  
- Elgin Lawson ... 2 mos  
- Frank Lawson - 1907  
- James Lawson - 1891  
- Leonard Lawson - 1888  
- Robert Lawson - 1900 wife and son  
- Sarah Lawson - 1910 

LeBARRON: - John L. LeBarron 1882 - 1889 
LOVE: - Elizabeth Love ... 4 MOS 

McLEAN: - Alexander McLean - 1937 Aug 31  
- Amelia E. McLeab - 1906 25 yrs  
- Charles M. McLean 1867 - 1874  
- Elizabeth Morris McLean 1837 - 1917  
- Ella M. McLean 1876 - 1877  
- Elvira P. Hannis McLean 1876 - 1938  
- George F. McLean 1841 - 1907  
- Ida McLean - 1880 3 yrs 9 mos  
- Kenneth A. McLean 1892 - 1958  
- Lee McLean - 1892 2 mos 19 days  
- Phyllissia McLean - 1907 54 yrs  
- Walter McLean 1871 - 1897 

MILLIGAN: - Robert Milligan 1846 - 1883 
MOODY: - Edith Moody - 1881 2 yrs 3 mos  

- James Moody - 1891 58 yrs  
- Margaret Moody 1846 - 1871 

MORRIS: - Janet Morris 1823 - 1887  
- Elizabeth - see McLEAN 

NICHOLSON: - Robert Nicholson 1833 - 1903 
NOBELL: - Robert Nobell - 1873 63 yrs Native of Tweedside, Scotland 

PICHARD: - Grace Pichard - 1869 52 yrs  
- Valentine Pichard 1811 - 1888 

PICKARD: - Margaret Pickard - 1880 94 yrs  
- Humphrey Pickard - 1865 85 yrs 

ROSS: - Frederick Ross 1886 - 1889 
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Lake George Micmac Cemetery 
 
There is an odd story behind the Lake George Micmac Cemetery. In the 1960’s, the Mick 

Mack Trailer Park acquired the land in which the Micmac Cemetery is present. However, when 
the trailer park was created, the cemetery was barely distinguishable. It is only after 
discovering the first [buried] gravestone there, in the late 1960’s, that the owners of the land 
realized there was a cemetery there. Thus, there may have been several years between the 
restorations of the cemetery when the land was not being looked after. It is difficult to say how 
many years the cemetery was neglected. For ten consecutive summers after this discovery, 
some men began to restore the cemetery by unearthing the buried gravestones, reconstructing 
them, and replacing them. One of these men was Mr. Gorman, who Mr. Mersereau and I 
happened to run into while searching for John McGeorge’s grave. This cemetery is perhaps the 
most historically significant one in the Lake George area for the aforementioned reasons, and 
the fact that Lake George’s earliest settlers, Alexander Lawson, and John McGeorge are in fact 
buried here. 

 
LAWSON: - Alexander Lawson - 1844 11 yrs  

- Alexander Lawson - 1863 ? Native of Dumfriesshire, Scotland  
- Deborah Lawson - 1874 78 yrs  
- George Lawson 1857 - 1918  
- Gertrude Lawson - 1891 17 yrs  
- Isaac Lawson - 1909 78 yrs  
- Isaac W. Lawson - 1868 14 yrs  
- J. McMurray Lawson - 1880 1 yr 11 mos  
- Patience Lawson - 1864 30 yrs  
- William Lawson - 1863 27 yrs  
- William B. Lawson - 1863 3 yrs 

MOODY: - Robert Moody - 1855 25 yrs 
McGEORGE: - Agnes McGeorge - 1853 81 yrs  

- Jane McGeorge - 1824 30 yrs  
- John McGeorge - 1822 40 yrs  
- John Rea McGeorge - 1855 82 yrs 

McLEAN: - Charles McLean - 1864 22 yrs  
- James A. McLean - 1864 7 yrs  
- Thomas V. McLean 1860 - 1860 3 mos  
- Valentine McLean ? - 1862 7 mos 

McMURRAY: - Bridget McMurray 1836 - 1902  
- C. G. G. McMurray - 1854 6 yrs  
- Hellen McMurray - 1875 24 yrs  
- Henry McMurray 1851 - 1922  
- James McMurray 1811 - 1884 Native of Dumfriesshire, Scotland  
- John R. McMurray - 1879 63 yrs  
- Mary Ann McMurray 1845 - ... 6 yrs  
- Rosa McMurray - 1893 76 yrs 

NOBLE: - Sarah Frances Noble - 1859 4 yrs 2 mos 
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PICKARD: - Ann Pickard - 1865 6 wks  

- Humphrey Pickard - 1852 1 yr  
- Margaret Pickard - 1865 8 wks  
- Margaret Pickard - 1849 3 yrs  
- Thomas Pickard - 1860 45 yrs  
- Willard Pickard 1862 - 1864 
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Lake George Roman Catholic Cemetery 
 

CARR: - Frank C. Carr 1894 - 1959  
- Henry J. Carr 1891 - 1955  
- Joseph D. Carr 1927 - 1928  
- Patrick A. Carr 1921 - 1945  
- Mrs. Patrick Carr - 1929 

DONNELLY: - Agnes B. Donnelly 1891 - 1975  
- Agnes Donnelly 1893 - 1933  
- Alice Donnelly 1895 - 1913 also infant son  
- Arthur A. Donnelly 1889 - 1931  
- Bernard H. Donnelly 1880 - 1953  
- Bridget Donnelly 1857 - 1941  
- Catherine Donnelly 1854 - 1922  
- Edward G. Donnelly 1890 - 1915 24 yrs 11 mos  
- Emma Donnelly - 1941  
- Frank J. Donnelly - 1913 29 yrs 4 mos  
- George Ambrose Donnelly 1896 - 1952  
- Henry Donnelly 1843 - 1919  
- Henry A. Donnelly 1895 - 1972  
- James Donelly 1848 - 1923  
- Mrs. James Donnelly 1864 - 1922  
- John Donnelly 1846 - 1922  
- Joseph Donnelly - 1959  
- Margaret M. Donnelly 1890 - 1973  
- Michael E. Donnelly 1898 - 1962  
- Peter Donnelly 1882 - 1951  
- Rosemary Donnelly 1966 - 1966 6 wks  
- Simon P. Donnelly - 1885 6 yrs  
- Stephen J. Donnelly 1877 - 1958  
- William A. Donnelly 1885 - 1977 91 yrs 

HOYT: - Mary Hoyt - 1933 
KING: - George King 1847 - 1923  

- Mrs. George King 1855 - 1925  
- William A. King 1885 - 1959 

McGARVEY: - Bartlett McGarvey 1896 - 1936  
- Daniel McGarvey 1842 - 1917  
- Daniel O. McGarvey 1881 - 1957 

McGIVNEY: - Helen Mary McGivney 1925 - 1927  
- Rosan NcGivney 1844 - 1916  
- Rosella McGivney 1844 - 1916 72 yrs 

MURPHY: - Phillip Putman Murphy 1897 - 1932 
O'BRIAN: - Mrs. O'Brian 1837 - 1923 
PARKER: - Agnes Parker (Mrs. Charles) - 1933  

- Charles J. Parker 1887 - 1961  
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Magundy Cemetery 
 

ADAMS: - John W. Adams 1812 - 1890 
BAIMBRIDGE: - Arthur David Bambridge 1906 - 1907  

- Clarence S. Baimbridge 1908 - 1918  
- Freda Baimbridge 1913 - 1922  
- Lillian May Baimbridge 1904 - 1904 ae 2 mos 

BALLENTINE: - William Ballentine 
BIDDY: - William Biddy 1849 - 1880 

BROWN: - Annie Brown - 1890 ae 44 yrs  
- Catherine Brown 1814 - 1890  
- James A. Brown - 1890 ae 42 yrs  
- Theresa Brown - 1890 ae 18 yrs  
- Thomas Brown 1815 - 1868  
- Thomas Albert Brown - 1885 ae 33 yrs 

COURTENAY: - Frances M. Courtenay 1901 - 1977  
- Charles Courtenay 1896 - 1959 

CREWDSON: - Mary J. Crewdson 1876 - 1962 
CURTIS: - Simon John Curtis 1905 - 1976 
DAVIS: - Josiah Davis 1831 - 1908  

- Mary J. Davis - 1910 ae 84 yrs 
EMBLETON: - Donna Marie Embleton 1950 - 1951  

- Edison Embleton 1922 - 1965  
- George Allen Embleton 1903 - 1970 ae 66 yrs 8 mos  
- Jane Embleton 1837 - 1918  
- Leonard Arnold Embleton 1880 - 1962  
- Patricia Lynn Embleton - 1963  
- Sarah H. Embleton 1888 - 1960 

GILKS: - Hilda M. Gilks 1915 - 1961 
GRAHAM: - Alice Graham 1880 - 1888  

- Erma Rhea Pearl Graham - 1912 ae 11 yrs  
- Gilbert Graham 1919 - 1902  
- Gilbert Graham 1852 - 1928  
- Jane Graham 1877 - 1900  
- Mary J. Graham 1862 - 1945  
- Theresa L. Graham 1855 - 1890  
- W. Trueman T. Graham 1894 - 1951 

HAMILTON: - Louisa Hamilton - 1887 ae 2 yrs 8 mos 
HENRY: - Alfred Henry - 1897 ae 22 yrs 7 mos  

- Annie Henry 1897 - 1908  
- Beatrice Henry - 1905 ae 1 mo 3 wks  
- Elizabeth Henry - 1903 ae 72 yrs  
- Elvira Henry - 1894 ae 18 mos  

- Agnes Bridget Parker 1893 - 1974 
ROGERS: - Teresa E. Rogers 1874 - 1940 
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- Ena B. Henry - 1904 ae 6 mos  
- Fannie Henry 1871 - 1937  
- Harold Henry 1893 - 1974  
- Henrietta Henry - 1902 ae 83 yrs  
- Huldah Henry - 1915 ae 75 yrs  
- James Alfred Henry 1900 - 1973  
- John A. Henry - 1908 ae 87 yrs  
- John W. Henry - 1889 ae 67 yrs  
- John Wesley Henry 1873 - 1947  
- Joseph Henry 1860 - 1924  
- Lewis Henry 1868 - 1935  
- William Henry 1858 - 1943  
- William Henry - 1905 ae 75 yrs 

HOOD: - Alma L. Hood 1891 - 1895  
- Arthur Hood 1894 - 1918  
- Eldon Hood 1901 - 1923  
- Lindsay Hood 1845 - 1924  
- Mary J. Hood 1872 - 1947 

HOSKIN: - Mary E. (McLean) Hoskin - 1916 ae 65 yrs / 23 Sep  
- Almedia C. Parent Hughes 1887 - 1920 

HUGHES: - Moses P. ... 
JAMIESON: - Ella M. Jamieson 1883 - 1967  

- George A. Jamieson 1876 - 1969  
- J. Leonard Jamieson 1893 - 1967  
- James Jamieson 1824 - 1901  
- Laura A. Jamieson 1880 - 1912  
- Rebecca Jamieson 1833 - 1902  
- Robert E. Jamieson 1867 - 1906 

JONES: - Jane C. Jones 1876 - 1967 
KELLY: - Annie Kelly 1864 - 1927 8 Apr  

- Elizabeth Kelly 1863 - 1937  
- Moses Kelly - 1921 ae 68 yrs  
- Thomas Kelly - 1923 ae 61 yrs 

LAWSON: - Gordon E. Lawson - 1945 baby 
LOVE: - Harry W. Love 1870 - 1897  

- Pte. Lewis W. Love - 1918 at Cambraie  
- West F. Love  
- William H. Love 1855 - 1929 23 Jan 

MacLEAN: - Frederick J, MacLean 1885 - 1970  
- Henry Allen MacLean 1865 - 1949  
- Lemuel A. MacLean 1888 - 1968  
- Ruth MacLean - 1923 baby 

McCUTCHEON: - Etta May McCutcheon - 1902 ae 19 yrs  
- John E. McCutcheon 1840 - 1891 ae 51 yrs 6 mos 

McELWAIN: - Alex McElwain - 1892 ae 24 yrs  
- David McElwain 1854 - 1917  
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- John McElwain - 1897 ae 33 yrs  
- Lucinda R. McElwain 1896 - 1904  
- Mary J. McElwain 1850 - 1930 13 Apr  
- Rebecca McElwain - 1907 ae 48 yrs  
- Richard McElwain 1875 - 1915 31 May (d. Colebrooks, NH)  
- Samuel McElwain - 1900 ae 70 yrs  
- Samuel McElwain - 1894 ae 74 yrs  
- William W. McElwain 1877 - 1881 

McKINNON: - Alexander - 1887 ae 46 yrs 
McLEAN: - Anne McLean 1844 - 1922  

- Colin McLean 1840 - 1921  
- John W. McLean 1878 - 1958  
- Olive McLean 1838 - 1919  
- Robert McLean 1839 - 1924 

McMULLIN: - Ann McMullin - 1906 ae 87 yrs  
- Moses McMullin - 1888 ae 23 yrs  
- Robert McMullin - 1885 ae 68 yrs  
- William McMullin - 1886 ae 87 yrs 

McMURRAY: - Emily McMurray 1863 - 1942 6 Nov  
- Guy McMurray 1890 - 1976  
- Inez M. McMurray 1881 - 1966  
- John McMurray 1843 - 1922 

McNUTT: - Issac McNutt - 1889 ae 73 yrs  
- Rufus McNutt - 1899 ae 23 yrs 

MASSON: - Donald E. Masson 1940 - 1966 
MOORCROFT: - George Moorcroft - 1902 ae 68 yrs 
MORECRAFT: - Arthur W. Morecraft 1869 - 1950  

- George F. Morecraft 1883 - 1957  
- James H. Morecraft 1868 - 1937  
- Jame Morecraft ae 77 yrs  
- Janie A. Morecraft 1885 - 1944 

MORRIS: - Agnes Morris 1848 - 1905  
- Albert Morris 1884 - 1902  
- Cora Morris 1878 - 1904  
- Fred Morris 1876 - 1904  
- Marian G. Morris 1908 - 1909  
- Orcar B. Morris 1874 - 1957 (typo perhaps; OSCAR??)  
- William Morris 1847 - 1915 5 Sep 

MURRAY: - Elizabeth Murray 1865 - 1914 
PARENT: - Annie M. Parent 1859 - 1919 
PARKER: - Fannie Parker 1878 - 1950  

- John Parker 1851 - 1936 23 Dec  
- Mary Ann Parker 1859 - 1950  
- Richard Freeman Parker 1884 - 1969 

PICKARD: - Charles E. Pickard 1883 - 1975 
PORTER: - James Porter 1810 - 1886  



 15
- Maragret Porter 1816 - 1888 

SCOTT: - Ann Elizabeth Scott - 1918 ae 61 yrs  
- Nathaniel Scott - 1910 ae 58 yrs 

VANCE: - Albert O. Vance 1892 - 1966  
- Alex Vance 1848 - 1919  
- Jane Vance 1808 - 1884  
- Martha Vance 1853 - 1914  
- William Vance 1817 - 1883 

 
 
*All vital statistics are sourced from Ancestry.com 
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Mining  
 

The Lake George antimony5 deposit was first discovered for its potential mining 
purposes in 1863. The deposit is located approximately three miles west of the St. John 
River, and about a mile and a half from Lake George.  Antimony, in the form of stibnite 
was exposed during the building of roads in the area at the time.  Between 1863 and 1869 
three shafts were built. These three shafts were named Prout-Hibbard, Adams, and 
Lawrence according to the properties they were built on.  

There were several different companies who managed the mine throughout the 
years. The mine was officially opened in 1876 by the Lake George Mining and Smelting 
Co., however, operations ceased that same year. In 1880, the mine was adopted by the 
Hibbard Antimony Company and was destroyed by fire in 1884. In 1885, The Brunswick 
Co. took over and repaired operations and then ceased the following year.  

The mine remained idle until 1907 when the Canadian Antimony Co. Ltd. took 
over operations until 1909. During this time, arsenic was found in the ore. This proved to 
be too much of a challenge to get rid of and the mine was closed yet again in 1910. 

During World War I there was increased demand for antimony and operations 
were continued by New Brunswick Metal Limited. With the drop in price for antimony 
after the war and the ever-growing problem regarding arsenic in the ore the mine closed 
in 1916. 

From 1917 to 1922, the mine was mildly operated by yet another company, the 
North American Antimony Co. Ltd. until some of the veins were flooded. 

Exploration of the mine continued in 1928 by the Canadian International 
Corporation Ltd. In 1929, the operations were under Lake George Mines Ltd. where the 
company mined and shipped ore during World War II, but were forced to close down due 
to the drop in prices for antimony after the war.6 

In the 1970’s the mine was reopened under Consolidated Durham Mines and 
Resources Ltd.  

In July of 1976, a study was undertaken by L.P. Peters in order to trace amounts 
of arsenic that could potentially be found in Lake George and the wells surrounding the 
area. It was determined that if the water in the wells were above 0.05 ppm of arsenic, it 
could be considered dangerous. In 1971, some wells surrounding the mine contained 
small amounts of arsenic and antimony concentrations. However, Mr. Simon Curtis’ well 
showed an arsenic concentration of 0.27 ppm, and an antimony concentration of 0.1, 
which are considerably above drinking water standards. Apparently, Mr. Curtis’ well 
intersected directly with one of the main veins of the Lake George Mine.                                                         5 Antimony was known from ancient times; the naturally occurring black sulfide was used as the cosmetic kohl. The element is used in alloys, usually with lead, such as pewter, type‐metal, and Britannia metal. 6  A. Caron, Geology of the Pokiok Batholith Aureole, with emphasis on the Lake George Mine, York County, NB., 1996. 
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 After having tested over 80 wells in the area, eight of them had concentrations of 
arsenics way above the Canadian Drinking Water Standards. The contaminated wells 
were mostly in three particular areas. These three areas were then identified as York 
Mills, Harvey area, and Lake George Mine. However, no antimony concentrations were 
discovered outside the immediate area surrounding the mine.  
 Arsenic has been known to be very toxic when consumed by human beings and 
eventually can lead to such complications as skin cancer and liver cancer. 
 Antimony poisoning is similar to arsenic poisoning. It can cause gastro-intestinal 
complications, cardiac injury and sudden death. 
 These types of metals can be dissolved easily in soft, acid waters. Thus, it 
becomes important to take precautions in order to prevent such type of poisoning. 
Prevention can range from digging deeper wells to discontinuing use of crushed waste 
rock in driveways. 7 
 
*** 
 
 In the 1990’s a study was undertaken to assess gold in the area. This study was 
conducted by Charlie Morrisey of Dominion Explorers Inc. They found small amounts of 
gold near the center of the mine. (See chart in annexes) 8 
 In the early 1990’s, the mine was to be taken over by Apocan Inc., and stirred up 
discontent within the community. Residents of the area were against the project because 
of the potential pollution it could produce and the future of the lake. Several residents of 
the area took a stand against Apocan Inc., and were ultimately heard. The mine was not 
reopened. Efforts were made in order to revegetate the site with sludge where the mine 
once was and were successful. 9 See annexes for newspaper clippings and pamphlets 
regarding this subject. 
 
 

                                                        7 L.P. Peters, Preliminary Report on the Findings of a Water Supply Study of Arsenic and Antimony in 
the Lake George Area, 1976. 8 C. Morrissey, Gold Assessment at the Lake George Mine York County, New Brunswick, 1991. 9 New Brunswick Dept. of Natural Resources and Energy, Site Revegetation Study, APOCAN Mine, Lake 
George, New Brunswick, Open File Report 95‐26, 25 p, 1995. 
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This photo was taken at the Lake George antimony mine in 1880. Mineworkers 
and well-dressed men are standing around the mine. One worker pushes a cart down an 
elevated wooden ramp.  During this time, The Hibbard Antimony Company operated the 
mine. Four years later the mine was destroyed by fire. 
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Fish 
 

Throughout the years there have been different types of fish residing in Lake 
George. Undoubtedly, changes in environment, such as climate, pollution, and human 
interference have caused significant changes in fish species and population. The earliest 
data regarding fish in the lake is from 1969.  
 

In 1969, the fish documented in the lake were the American eel, brown bullhead, 
common shiner, golden shiner, pumpkinseed, white sucker, and yellow perch. 

The American eel was present in 1969 and did not appear after that year. The 
same goes for the golden shiner. The common shiner was present until 1997. 

 
On October 5th 1980, the Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans introduced a strain of 

brook trout from Antigonish to the lake. In 1983, the Dept. of Natural Resources stocked 
the lake with more brook trout from Philipps, Maine. On October 1st 1984, the Dept. of 
Fisheries and Oceans again stocked the lake with brook trout, this time from the St. John 
River. From 1985 to 1988 the Dept. of Natural Resources continued to stock the lake 
with brook trout, the last stock was on March 24th, 1988. The following year, charbrook 
was introduced to the lake. 

 
Thus, from 1981 to 1988, brook trout could be found in the lake. However, after 

1988, no data shows the presence of brook trout in the lake.  
 
There is no data proving smallmouth bass was ever stocked into the lake, but from 

1983 to 2004 the species was present and may still be today, but there is no current data 
to prove it. 

 
The most recent study on fish assembly in Lake George was undertaken in 2004. 

During this study, smallmouth bass, banded killfish, fallfish, lake chub, brown bullhead, 
pumpkinseed, white sucker, and yellow perch were present in the lake.10 
  Although there has been mention of pickerel currently residing in Lake George, 
there is no current data to represent these numbers. 

 
 
 
 
                                                         10 Dept. of Natural Resources (2004) 



 20
Species 
 
 
1969-1969 – American eel (Anguilla rostrata) 

1969-1969 – Golden Shiner (Notemigonus crysoleucas) 

1969-1997 – Common Shiner (Luxilus cornutus) 

1969-2004 – Brown bullhead (Ameiurus nebulosus) 

1969-2004 – Pumpkinseed (Lepomis gibbosus) 

1969-2004 – Yellow perch (Perca flavescens) 

1969-2004 – White sucker (Catostomus commersonii) 

1981-1988 – Brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) 

1983-2004 – Smallmouth bass (Micropterus dolomieu) 

2004-2004 – Banded killfish (Fundulus diaphanus) 

2004-2004 – Fallfish (Semotilus corporalis) 

2004-2004 – Lake chub (Couesius plumbeus) 
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Water Quality  
 
 Studies on the water quality of Lake George have been conducted since 1957, and 
the tables providing such information are available from the New Brunswick Department 
of Environment under excel format. There are also maps displaying the water depth and 
the different stations used for studying water quality from the same source.  
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Memories 
 
John Horsnell  
 
 “My earliest memories of the lake date back to 1934. As far as I know I started 
coming out here when I was five years old with my family. I spent my summers out here 
until about 1950-1951 when I had to go to work with my dad. When my dad first came 
out here, the cottage that he bought was the last one on the shore road. It was a log 
camp. Apparently it was an old camp across the lake that they dragged over to this side 
across the ice one year with horses. Most of the cottages down here then were basic log 
camps. I bought this cottage here in 1968 from Mrs. Giberson, from Chatham Head. Her 
father was a minister and he lived in this cottage for quite a while. When I bought the 
place I tore out all the logs, and everything else. The only thing left from the original log 
cabin was the roof and the floor. The original log camp was only about 20 by 20 [feet]. 

 I was a welder. I worked with my father. You know where Sweetwaters is now? 
That was my dad’s shop.   

When my brother came back from the war overseas, he bought some land here 
and built his camp. He’s 14 years older than me. A lot of the land here was all wetland, 
and it couldn’t be built on. It’s still wet land, as far as I know. But the water used to come 
up through the marshy areas and didn’t go back down again. In the winter, the water 
would come right up over the road. I went over to the neighbor’s to mow their lawn one 
day, and I was right in the water.  

This is what we call the Irvine property, the own most of this land down here, and 
all the way up the road. We paid about 20$ for this land we have here now. It was an 
easy deal, back then. We’d do it all in one day, my dad would offer 20$ and he’d pace 
through the land and mark it all.  

 My dad owned a dance hall on the road coming down to the lake. He bought it 
back in 1947 or 1948. There was a canteen on the end of it.  

  The thing about McGeorge’s house is that it was divided right down the middle. 
It was an abandoned house then. There was a big hallway through the middle of the 
house, and on one side that’s where they lived, and the other side was for the animals. It 
was all in one. We used to go up to that old house all the time. It was quite something. It 
had a great big old stone fireplace. His grave [McGeorge] is up in that trailer park up 
here. It’s a really old one, dates right back to the 1700’s. Apparently he was shot and 
killed by an Indian over a deer. My sister went up there one time, on the outlet. We used 
to go up there and pick those white water lilies. We had a big canoe one year. It was 
called a porter. It was about 24 feet long.  All along the gun rails, there were these little 
slots. My sisters used to go up there and pick all the water lilies and they’d put them all 
down along the sides of it [the porter]. There are pictures of it somewhere. I don’t know 
where they are, but it was really pretty.   

We moved here permanently in 1980. We like it here. We were one of the first 
families to live here year-round. We got used to it.” 
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Figure 3 – This is a photo of the canteen that Alfred Horsnell owned. Courtesy of John Horsnell. 
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Figure 4 – Photo Courtesy of John Horsnell  
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Figure 5 – The first plow that plowed the way to Marysville. In front of Alfred Horsnell’s shop. Photo Courtesy 
of John Horsnell. 
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Figure 6 – Photo Courtesy of John Horsnell. 
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Jack Feeney 
 

“Well, let me start at the very beginning. I was born June 19th 1937, and on July 
1st 1937, I moved into this cottage with my mother and father. We came here in the 
summer time. The cottage here was built in 1929. At that time there were about five 
cottages here, and virtually all of them, with the exception of one, which belonged to a 
doctor, were occupied with people from McAdam. Of those cottages, Bidewey[?] is gone, 
the Maxwells’ is gone, George Burke’s is gone, the two cottages on the other side of the 
lake are gone, and this is the only one that’s left in this area from back then. Now this 
place is the oldest cottage on the lake.  

It was Hal’s grandmother’s brother that owned all of this land. The Rattigans’ 
who lived next door, the daughter still occupies that one. Her grandfather and my 
grandfather bought this lot from George Burke. Up the road it was all a big field full of 
cows, and George didn’t fence his cows in. So you’d be sitting here in the afternoon and 
there’d be cows all about.  

In those days, there really weren’t many people around. A year after this cottage 
was built, the one next door was built. And since then, well you can see how many 
cottages there are here now!   

Around 1940, this area started to grow pretty quickly. A lot of cottages came 
along and we used to have milk and ice delivery here by Mr. Irvine, who owned a farm up 
the road. His brother had the other cottage way down the road, which was also one of the 
first ones here. Every morning a horse and wagon came by delivering milk and ice. It 
really started to ‘boom’ then.  

I was here during the days of… right here at the turn of the road, there was a 
dance hall, run by Minnie and Joe Donnelly. Donna Rattigan’s grandmother’s sister was 
Minnie Donnelly. They used to come down to visit her. She had a farm at the top of the 
hill. That’s when my father and her grandfather really got interested in having a cottage 
here. But that dance hall, every Saturday night, was ‘bumpin’, I’ll tell you. Bumpin’ and 
jumpin’. Then across the road from the dance hall, a single old man lived there all year 
round, I believe. His name was Harry Hoyt. Supposedly, he ran a little ‘supply store’, but 
in fact, he was a bootlegger. So if you were going to the dance and wanted a pint of 
something, you could get it from Harry! Liquor was freely available here back then.  

I can remember my mother and father every Saturday night. Of course, there was 
a party going on and I would be in here, probably in bed by dark, and everybody used to 
go skinny-dipping! They’d strip right down to the bare buff and out into the lake. They 
had some great times here. It only really got civilized by about 1950. It’s pretty well full 
now. The only land that isn’t built on, the beavers have.  

It’s kind of a unique place. You would think with all of the cottages around this 
lake and all the septic systems that exist here, that we would really have a water quality 
problem. We don’t. The water is excellent.” 
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Jack and Marg Mersereau 
 
 “Jack’s father Lorne was Hal’s grandfather’s brother. That’s how he started 
coming to Lake George, because Hal’s grandfather married a girl from Lake George. He 
came back after the war to stay with his brother because the doctor said it was could for 
him, seeing as he’d been wounded in the war. Then after he was married and had a 
family he rented cottages for 4 or 5 years. We rented about three of those, right around 
here. There was one right across the road from the dance hall. It was a little log cabin 
and they just tore it down a couple of years ago. It was one of the first ones they rented. 
They had this camp here built in 1939. They only got electricity in the cottage around 
1946. Electricity wasn’t common before then.  
 The Donnelly’s ran the dance hall. Her name was Minnie and his name was Joe. 
They didn’t have any electricity. For lights in the dance hall they used kerosene lamps or 
railway lanterns. Mrs. Donnelly used to bring down freezers of homemade ice cream to 
sell at the dances. She had an ice cream machine, and usually if you helped her make the 
ice cream you’d get some for free. We’d take turns cranking it and the ice cream would 
get really stiff at the end. The Donnelly’s had a farm and Minnie used to make roast 
chickens every Sunday and would sell them for a dollar. They were well done and clean, 
there was never any question. You could always go up to the farm to buy fresh vegetables 
too.  

 The dance hall was roughly built. It was all made of wood, nothing fancy. There 
weren’t any windows, only shutters. When they opened the shutters, that’s when you knew 
the dance was on. The music they played there was piano and violin. Everybody at the 
lake went to the dances every Saturday night.  
 I worked with Alfie Horsnell, in Fredericton for two years. He was a welder and 
machinist. Alfie ended up buying the dance hall and canteen later on. 
 Jack used to enjoy deer hunting and duck hunting here on the lake.  
 Alfie Horsnell was kind of the handyman of the town. One summer, he built a 
floating rig with 13 empty oil barrels and a 14-foot tower built upon it for the kids to 
jump off. We had a lot of fun with that. We used to swim across the lake with coins in our 
pockets to get lunch on the other side.  
 A few cottages down, there was the icehouse. The icehouse was full of tin iceboxes 
that you could buy. That was our means of refrigeration back then. To keep the ice frozen 
at the icehouse, they packed it in sawdust. They used to cut those big chunks of ice from 
the lake in the winter with an eight-foot saw. It was quite the process. 
 Harry Hoyt was the bootlegger, and he sold some basic groceries too. He lived in 
a log cabin up the road, with an open veranda. If you ever needed something, you could 
go up to his cabin, ask for it, and sit on the railing while he went inside to get it for you. 
 Having a newspaper was a privilege. If you wanted a copy of the Daily Gleaner, 
you’d have to go into town and get it yourself, or get someone else to pick it up for you.  
 In those days, you either made it yourself, or you didn’t have it. “ 
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David Myles 
 

“ I started going to Lake George before I went to school. That was a long time 
ago. I’m the same age as Jack Feeney. We didn’t own a cottage then, we rented. The 
cottage we rented was on the right-hand side of the road going down the lake, The St. 
John River side. We stayed there, and there was no electricity at that time. It was in the 
1940’s. There was a dance hall there. That was on Saturday nights and that was always a 
party. There were always fights. It was a barn-dance sort of thing. We used to go there as 
kids and mingle with the adults. There was a lot of communication between the young 
people and the older people. Everybody knew everybody at the lake, no matter how young 
or old they were. They had all their booze out in the car and they’d go out and drink it. 
There was a canteen there too. The water pump was across the road. It’s still there I 
think. There weren’t very many cottages on the lake at that time. Mrs. Mackenzie had a 
cottage there but that’s gone. Luke Kelly is there now I think. There was a log cabin 
across from the dance hall. That was Hoyt’s. There was Boulder Lodge, which we stayed 
in a lot. Electricity came to Lake George in 1946. I know that because I looked it up.  

We went there every summer. We didn’t have a car so someone would bring us 
there and leave us there for the summer and pick us up in the fall. There were a lot of big 
floats on the lake then, well, at least two, with towers and diving boards.  I think Alfie 
Horsnell built one of them. Doreen Blair was a really good swimmer. She could swim 
across the lake and back no problem. When we were kids, we’d get a bunch of us 
together and go on hikes. We’d get a lunch and hike around the lake or down around the 
inlet of the lake. We used to go to John McGeorge’s old house. We found those graves in 
the woods eventually. There was an old fellow out there at the time, he was from Lake 
George originally, and he lived up the hill, they called him Pop Irvine. They lived in that 
yellow house across from the old schoolhouse. There was a farm there owned by the 
Irvine’s and they owned the icehouse down by the lake. They supplied everybody at the 
lake with milk, eggs, ice and all that stuff. That’s better than today, isn’t it? That Pop 
Irvine used to tell us all those stories that happened at Lake George a long time ago. 
He’d tell us stories that would scare us.  

We had the most fun going up to the old mine. We used to play up there because 
the mine was inactive. We’d play on the old mining cars on the rails. We’d play in the old 
abandoned house up there too. It was a dangerous place because the old mine shafts 
were all still there, so there were big holes filled with water everywhere. Nothing was 
guarded. I guess somebody lost a cow in one of those holes once. Mr. Mclean was 
plowing his field and turned up a shiny rock that looked like silver, but it was antimony. 
That’s how mining here got started. They were going to build a railroad to Harvey when 
they built it. When the mine closed, a lot of the workers moved to Minto to mine coal.  

 Eventually my father bought a piece of land and built a cottage for us. 
That was about 1954, I think. There was a farmer’s field behind the house and they kept 
cows in there. We used to call the road on which we lived  “Baptist Avenue”, because 
everyone on the road went to the same Baptist church.  

We had boats, and eventually we got motorboat. We used to have bonfired and 
big singsongs at night. It was fun; we loved it out there. I was so skinny and pale that by 
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the end of the summer, I’d get such a bad sunburn I looked like a radish. They didn’t 
have sunscreen back then. You’d have to get in the water to cool off.  

Eventually I had a cottage there for a number of years. My father bought a field 
and divided it into eight lots, one for each of his children. It didn’t quite work out that 
way though, because I ended up having about 4 or 5 of those lots. Nobody else really 
wanted one. My kids were brought up there, and they loved it. My daughter was just here, 
she brought her son, and he loved it. She lives in California now.  

Robert Davis shot Bernard Tag, the blacksmith. This was around where Tag 
lived. Davis owned the land around the Pokiok stream, and he didn’t like that Tag’s cows 
drank from it, so one day he blocked the stream. Allegedly, then, someone put a dead calf 
in Davis’ well and contaminated the water. After that, Davis went up to Tag’s to get his 
horse shoed and Tag refused to do it. Davis then shot the blacksmith with a pistol. Then, 
Tag’s wife and daughter started beating Davis up really badly, and he almost died. They 
went to court and everything, and I think he got ten years for shooting Tag. It was a 
religious thing, too. One was catholic and one was protestant. They brought all that stuff 
with them from Scotland. A lot of mad stuff went on up there. 

There was an old fellow named Fred McLean, and I used to go out to see him. He 
was an old bachelor and he lived out by the mine. Fred used to work out in the woods of 
Maine a lot. He was a really interesting person in the sense that he’d seen and done a lot. 
Being a forester, I was interested in that sort of thing. He would tell me about people in 
the woods who were possessed by witches and black magic. They’d do all sorts of tricks 
and stuff. He told me how you meet the devil. I interviewed him on a lot of this stuff, but 
he’d never let me take his photograph. I had a friend of mine who did folklore at the 
University of Maine, and he came over one day and we both talked to Fred about what 
songs they sang in the woods and stuff. He told me when he was a young man, he would 
gather up all the young cattle around and take off to Bangor with them, and he’d buy and 
sell and trade them all the way. He told me he did that for a number of years. He was one 
of the interesting people that lived up there. Other people have told me since, that he was 
actually the one who was involved with the black magic. Apparently, he was the leader of 
that cult in the woods of Maine. There was lots of room for superstitions back then, 
because of the little education people had. There was a school there, but people only 
went part time in the wintertime, and when the snow was too deep they would just stay 
home.  
 The natives had camps at Lake George. Right around where the Mersereau’s are 
now, they had quite the camp. There was another encampment right along the Pokiok 
stream as well. They still go there today. […] 
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On Microfilm 
 
 
 To add to the Early History part of this document, here are several newspaper 
clippings featuring stories that unfolded on Lake George beginning in the late 1800’s, 
including the article on the shooting of Mrs. Luke Lawson in 1887. All clippings can be 
found at the New Brunswick Archives.  
 

11 

                                                        11 Sarah Ross suicide, The Daily Gleaner, June 15th 1891, Microfilm # F2872  
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 12 
                                                        12 The Daily Telegraph, January 6th 1887. 
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13 
                                                        13 The Saint John Daily Telegraph, January 5th 1887, NB Archives Microfilm # F13090 
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                                                         14 The NB Reporter and Fredericton Advertiser, June 21st 1893, Microfilm # F12179 
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                                                        15 The Capital (Fredericton), December 4th 1886, HIL Microfilms. 
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Figure 7 - Alexander Lawson's gravestone. 

Figure 8 – Alice Lawson’s gravestone.  
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Figure 9 – John McGeorge’s gravestone.  
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Figure 10 - The Lake George Mick Mack Cemetery 
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Further Reading  
 

1. Reminiscences of Lake George by Harold Nicholson. 
2. Harvey and Area 1837-1978 Past and Present by several people, available at the 

Fredericton Public Library. 
3. History of Lake George, York County, New Brunswick by John McMurray, ed. 

By Ruth Cleghorn. 
4. Historical Maps (large scale) are available at the NB Archives.  


