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Member Spotlight: Rebecca Redner

Prayer
By Elyse Friedman

My friend Debbie Guthermann, z”l, was the chair of 
Temple Emanuel’s Bereavement Committee for many 
years. When she died, I accepted the position, partly as a 
tribute to her and partly because, having been an active 
member of the committee, I wanted to ensure that the 
committee would continue to offer its invaluable services 
to our community. One among these services is giving 
mourners the opportunity to experience the comfort of 
the shiva minyan. Many have never before had to recite 
the Mourner’s Kaddish, and our members consider it an 
honor to offer our help during the early days of loss—to accompany mourners to 
and through “the gate of prayer” and to encourage them to continue to say Kaddish 
within the Temple Emanuel community for the remainder of their days of mourning. 

It is within the community that mourners find solace in their recitation of the 
Mourner’s Kaddish—the timeless words of affirmation. Following the deaths of my 
father and then my mother, I was a regular at morning and evening services in the 
Gann Chapel. Whenever I stood to recite the Kaddish, I felt as if I stood alone and 
that, for those few moments, my thoughts and what I saw in my mind’s eye were 
entirely personal and private. I was able to experience the ineffable—an extraordinary 
sense of connection and comfort. At the same time, I knew, at the most basic of levels, 
that it was the support of the congregation that made this possible.

Prayer is both highly personal and remarkably communal. Our tradition embraces 
mourners, not simply inviting them to pray but also requiring them to pray with no 
fewer than nine others. And this is as it should be: “It is not good for man to be alone.”

My parents were a little overwhelmed by the 
number of synagogue choices in our area. When they 
found out that our neighbors were members of a 
small Reform synagogue nearby, they quickly visited 
the shul, met with the rabbi, and became members. 
We stayed at this shul for over ten years, but even 
though my parents loved this synagogue and were 
very involved in the community, neither of them felt 
completely at home with its Reform rituals and 
services. My mother in particular felt strongly about 
being a Conservative Jew; her parents were among 
the initial members of the Conservative shul in her 
hometown, and her experiences as a young woman 
in USY were among the most significant in her life. 

When my parents felt comfortable about switching 
synagogues without disrupting our Jewish education,  
my mother decided to devote some time to 'shul 
shopping' by visiting one synagogue each week for 
Kabbalat Shabbat services. We were all a little 
surprised when she returned home from her very 
first Kabbalat Shabbat service of the summer and 
declared the search over. She had fallen in love with 
Temple Emanuel. I understood the following week 
when I accompanied mom to services; I immediately 
felt at home. 

As a shy kid, I was terrified of joining USY even 
though my parents worked so hard to try to get me to 
an event. My first real involvement at Emanuel 
happened while I was in college. The parents of a 
student with special needs wanted to try including 
him in Temple Emanuel's religious school. However, 
he needed the support of an aide. I had worked with 
the student in high school while volunteering at 
Etgar L’Noar, and was hired for the job. Every Sunday 
morning I took the T from my dorm in Kenmore 
Square out to BC, where my mother picked me up 
and drove me to the temple. It was an incredibly 
valuable experience. A few weeks ago I bumped into 

this student—now an adult—and he told me with a 
giant smile that he has become a Lubavitcher!  

My volunteer experience with Etgar L’Noar (now  
Gateways) cemented my love of special education, 
which  helped me decide to major in special 
education at Boston University. I didn't expect to 
become a Jewish educator after graduating, but 
during my senior year I began to suffer from some 
health problems that left me unable to work full-time 
hours. I  thought back to my experiences at Etgar 
L'Noar and interviewed for a position as a Sunday 
school teacher at Gateways. I am now in the middle 
of my ninth year, and it is truly my dream job. In 
addition to teaching classes on Sundays, I also teach 
B'nei Mitzvah students and create materials for all 
students in the Gateways programs to use. I have 
frequently told my parents that all of the time they 
spent shuttling me back and forth to Hebrew school 
over the years was well worth it since I now rely on 
my Jewish education to make a living!  

While preparing our students for Passover at 
Gateways, we used a Haggadah designed in-
house, adapted with large print, wide spacing and 
clear concise directions. However, my specialty is 
working with students who have more severe 
physical and cognitive disabilities – conditions 
such as cerebral palsy, pediatric stroke, and 
chromosomal abnormalities. The majority of my 
students could not read, and I realized that for 
them the Haggadah was inaccessible. I decided to 
put together a new Haggadah just for my students. 
I translated all of the songs and prayers into 
symbols, and took pictures of students as they 
went through each step of the seder so they could 
follow along without having to read directions.  
I never thought that anybody beyond my four 
students would ever see that Haggadah, but 
several of my colleagues saw it and requested 

copies for their classes.  
I continued to revise 
the Haggadah and it 
grew into a 179 page 
book that I felt quite proud of, but I never once 
considered that it would be seen or used by 
anybody outside of Gateways. The director of 
Gateways, Arlene Remz, had other plans. 

Arlene had connected with David Behrman of 
Behrman House and showed him excerpts of the 
Haggadah. The next thing I knew I was stuffed 
into the back of a minivan with Arlene and three 
other members of the Gateways staff to meet with 
Behrman House at their headquarters in New 
Jersey. By the end of that meeting, we had a plan 
to publish the Haggadah. To make it financially 
viable, I had to squeeze 179 pages into 64 pages, 
but eventually, we made it work!  

 I have been pleasantly surprised by how many 
people have told me that they used the Haggadah 
and found it helpful. When we presented the 
book to the people at Behrman House, they 
thought it could also be marketed to younger 
children who were pre-readers due to the use of 
symbols and photographs. A colleague found that 
it made Passover more meaningful to her relatives 
who did not have a comprehensive Jewish 
education. She reported that one person 
exclaimed, "I've been saying these words all my 
life, and now I finally understand what they 
mean!" And a parent who had not been raised 
Jewish approached me and told me how the 
Haggadah helped him and his parents feel truly 
comfortable at the Passover table for the first time 
because it explained everything so simply and 
clearly. I'm thrilled that the Haggadah has reached 
a wider audience than originally anticipated!  

Preschool Havdalah  
Celebration 
By Wendy Falchuk, Director TE Preschool

On a cold December night, The Temple Emanuel 
Preschool and Dor Chadash communities gathered to 
celebrate Havdalah. This annual celebration began with  
a special Havdalah Service with Rabbi Robinson and 
Cantor Rosemberg. The children delighted in the 
beautiful celebration. After dinner families sang and 
danced with special concert from Rock-A-Baby!!   
      This all ages show was fun for everyone, and no one 
wanted to leave at the end of the evening. 



IT'S MOVIE NIGHT 
AT TEMPLE EMANUEL!

Saturday, January 28, 2017 
7-9:00 pm   FREE EVENT

Join Cantor Rosemberg for a film 
screening of the acclaimed film, 
Orchestra of Exiles.   
This gripping documentary explores the 
personal transformation and heroic 
struggle of Jewish Polish violinist 
Bronislaw Huberman to get Jewish 
musicians out of Europe, culminating in 
the founding of the orchestra that would 
become the Israel Philharmonic. We will 
have a Q&A with the film’s director,  
Josh Aronson, following the screening. 
For more information, contact Janet 
Fagan at jzfagan@aol.com. RSVP to 
adultlearning@templeemanuel.com. 
Sponsored by the Temple Emanuel 
Music Committee
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For the full January and February Calendar, go to:

WWW.TEMPLEEMANUEL.COM/CALENDAR-VIEW
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CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES MINCHA TIMES

January 6 ...................................4:10 
January 13 .................................4:18
January 20 .................................4:26 
January 27 .................................4:35 
February 3  ................................4:44 
February 10  ..............................4:53 
February 17 ...............................5:02 
February 24 ...............................5:11 

January 7 ...................................4:10 
January 14 .................................4:15
January 21 .................................4:20 
January 28 .................................4:30 
February 4 .................................4:40 
February 11  ..............................4:50 
February 18 ...............................5:00 
February 25 ...............................5:10

Saturday, January 7 
Parshat Vayigash

Saturday, January 14 
Parshat Vayechi 

Bat Mitzvah: Hannah Stober, 
daughter of Cheryl & Marc Stober

Saturday, January 21 
Parshat Shemot 

Mincha Bat Mitzvah:  
Lily Goodman, 

daughter of Abigail Sosland  
& Mark Goodman

Saturday, January 28  
Rosh Chodesh 
Parshat Va’era

 

Saturday, February 4 
Parshat Bo

Saturday, February 11 
Tu B’Shevat 

Parshat Beshallach 
Bar Mitzvah: Maxwell Denbow, 

son of Lori Polachek  
& Neil Denbow

Saturday, February 18  
Parshat Yitro

Saturday, February 25  
Shabbat Shekalim  
Parshat Mishpatim

Affiliated with the UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM
and SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS

Contact Information

Temple Office ..................................................................................... 617/558–8100
Youth Office ........................................................................................ 617/558–8121
Nursery School Office ..................................................................... 617/558–8130
Religious School Office .................................................................. 617/558–8120

www.templeemanuel.com

Community Prayer:
January (Tevet/Shevat) 

February (Shevat /Adar) 5777 – 2017
DAILY SERVICES

Sundays at 8:00 am & 7:30 pm
Monday through Thursday at 7:00 am & 7:30 pm

Fridays at 7:00 am

SHABBAT SERVICES
Fridays at 6:30 pm

Saturdays at 6:45 am & 9:30 am
Childcare at 10:00 am

10th of Tevet Fast- January 8th 
Rosh Chodesh Adar-February 26th  & 27th 

ADULT LEARNING OFFERINGS  
January / February 2017 – Come Learn with Us!

LEARN ABOUT THE JEWS OF CURACAO
Thursday, January 5, 2017     8:00-9:30 pm
Explore the Jews of Curacao with Josette Goldish. Josette Capriles Goldish was born and raised on 
the island of Curaçao. She is a graduate of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Department 
of Economics and the MIT Sloan School of Management. Prior to embarking on research about the 
Sephardim of the Caribbean about fifteen years ago, she was a management consultant, served as the 
Chief Financial Officer of an energy consulting firm, and worked in the banking industry. She is the 
author of two books – “Once Jews: Stories of Caribbean Sephardim” and “Shon May:  Renaissance 
Woman of Curaçao.” In addition, she has published several articles and contributed chapters to a 
number of books on various aspects of the lives of the 19th century Sephardim who lived in the 
Caribbean. Josette is a research associate at the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute. No fee.

HEBREW OF KABBALAT SHABBAT continues with Sigalit Davis
Friday evenings, through March 10 except during vacations and holidays     5:30-6:25 pm 

Two opportunities to become familiar with Jewish prayer services!

EXPLORING PRAYER with Hazzan Elias Rosemberg
Wednesday evenings, January 11, 18, 25 and February 1    8:00-9:00 pm

Want to learn more about the hows and whys of the Shabbat morning service? Explore the beautiful 
and inspiring liturgy of our Jewish tradition with our Hazzan. Join Elias to unravel the structure, 
choreography, and meaning of the traditional Shabbat morning prayer service. No previous background 
in Hebrew or Jewish education is necessary. No fee. Register via adultlearning@templeemanuel.com

SHABBAT MORNING LEARNERS SERVICE
Saturday mornings, January 14 through March 11     9:30-10:30 am

Have you felt awkward, frustrated, or overwhelmed in a synagogue service? Now is your chance to 
make yourself at home with the awesome liturgy of our Jewish tradition. Taught by Shuki Zahavi, a 
Hebrew College rabbinical student, this course will unravel the structure, choreography, and meaning 
of the traditional Jewish prayer service. No previous background in Hebrew or Jewish education is 
necessary, just a desire to learn. Attend this class, then join us for Shabbat services in the main sanc-
tuary. No fee, but please email JDIRabbi@gmail.com to register. Sponsored by the Jewish Discovery 
Institute through a generous grant from CJP. 

JEWS AND CHRISTIANS IN THE FIRST 400 YEARS (Me’ah Select Winter/Spring Course)
with Dr. Michael Rosenberg  
Monday evenings, January 23, 30, February 6, 13, 27, March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3, 2017  
7:45-9:45 pm     Course fee: $275

People often think of Christianity as a “daughter” religion of Judaism, breaking away from the 
earlier, more ancient religion in the first century CE to become its own, distinct religious identity. But 
is that a proper reading? Is it more accurate to see both Judaism and Christianity as denominations 
that arose contemporaneously in the first few hundred years of the common era? Through the study 
of ancient texts, we will gain a more nuanced understanding of the early beliefs and practices of Jews, 
Christians and Jewish Christians. We will also explore how these groups eventually gave rise to two 
distinct religions and what this early history teaches us about  contemporary intra-Jewish debates, 
radical theologies, and Jewish-Christian relations.

JEWISH MEDITATION AND MINDFULNESS
Meets monthly, January 28 and February 11     9:00 -10:00 pm in the Rabbi Lifson Library
To get on the group mailing list to receive information, contact Carol Schauer cdschauer@gmail.com

Community Event:
COMMUNITY HAVDALAH AND MOVIE NIGHT*
Saturday, January 28, 2017     5:00-9:00 pm
This winter program will start with a light dinner followed by a participatory Havdalah service. 
Then it’s movie night with refreshments for ALL! Multiple movies for different ages and tastes will be 
shown. The film for adults will be Orchestra of Exiles from 7-9pm. See details to the left for this film.     
*open to ALL TE families

VOICE OF A PEOPLE:   
Then, Now and Always
February 12, 2017
3:00 pm
Temple Emanuel

The Delheim Concert is held in collaboration with the  
H.L. Miller Cantorial School at the Jewish Theological Seminary.  
Cantor Rosemberg will perform with several cantors and students. 
Free and open to the public.
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Members’ Milestones and Donations
MEMBERS’ 
MILESTONES
ENGAGEMENTS
Nancy Parritz announces 
the engagement of her 
granddaughter, Maya Lee 
Parritz, to Joel Newberger
Joanne Linowes and Lee 
David Alinsky announce 
the engagement of their 
daughter, Shelby, to 
Jonathan Lees

WEDDINGS
Phyllis and Jerry Gordon 
announce the marriage of 
their daughter, Michelle, to 
David Curcio
Robin and Bruce Polishook 
announce the marriage of 
their daughter, Lindsey, to 
Jeremy Sherer
Jamie and David Stolper 
announce the marriage of 
their son, Samuel Israel, to 
Kathryn Rae Mulvey

BIRTHS
Barbara and Les Gore 
announce the birth of their 
grandson, Ellis Louis Gore 
Joanne and Stanley Kay 
announce the birth of their 
granddaughter, Isla, and  
grandson, Finnegan (Finn) Kay

SPECIAL 
ANNIVERSARIES
65 Years
Charlotte and Irving 
Backman

60 Years
Marcia and Dr. Edward 
Nalebuff

45 Years
Carol and Steven Henry
Silvia and Enrique Testa

40 Years
Susan and Arnie Servais
Suellen and Andre Perold
Brenda and Dr. Richard Kerbel

30 Years
Jennifer and Keith Isaacson

25 Years
Lesley and Philip Silberstein

15 Years
Anne Bellows and  
Nate Zielonka

10 Years
Rachel and Ron Blankstein
Deborah and Daniel 
Palestrant

Sharon Steinberg in 
memory of Phillip Mindlin; 
Jill Breslau in memory of 
Max Breslau

Berkson Garden Fund 
Charlotte and Jay Berkson 
in honor of the marriage of 
Larry Backman; Charlotte 
Backman in memory of 
Jacob W. Shoul; Sandi and 
Ron Levy in honor of Janet 
Appel

Brezniak Chapel Fund
Cynthia Shulman in  
honor of the birth of  
the great-grandchild of  
Judith and Sidney Swartz

Cantor’s Music Fund
Annette Needle in memory 
of Harry Stuart Needle;  
Dr. David Steinberg 
in memory of William 
Steinberg; Judy Strauss in 
honor of the B’not Mitzvah 
of Hannah and Rachel 
Kimball; Beverly Siagel 
In honor of the birth of 
the great-granddaughter 
Jordan Rae Jabbawy; 
Leslie and Bob Stacks in 
memory of Judith Ostrovitz; 
Ariela and Dana Katz in 
appreciation of Cantor 
Rosemberg; Dr. Michael 
S. Rowe in appreciation 
of Cantor Rosemberg; Dr. 
Robert Stacks in memory 
of Nathan Karl Stacks; Judy 
Pollack in memory of Ruth 
B. Greenwood; Roberta 
Jacobs, Beverly Weinfeld, 
Ruth Diengott, Judy Strauss, 
Jane and Howard Breslau, 
Shirley Saunders, Ruth 
and Jon Tepper, The Miller 
Family, Kimberly and Gary 
Creem, Miriam Rosenblatt in 
honor of Cantor Rosemberg 
for the Hiddur Mitzvah 
Award; Sherry and Dr. Edwin 
Holstein in honor of the 
birth of Avi Lucas Daniels; 
Beth Klarman in memory of 
George Schultz; Merle Hass 
in memory of Rae Goodman; 
Beverly and Donald Bavly in 
memory of Rae Goodman

Saul and Naomi Cohen 
Chamber Music Fund
Dr. Margaret Link in 
memory of Dr. Ira F. Ross

Dorothy Gordon 
Memorial Fund
Estelle Gomolka in memory 
of Ellen Lajmer; Susan Kahn 
in memory of Sol Becker

Edelstein Jewish 
Continuity Fund
Sybil and Alan Edelstein  
In honor of the special 
anniversary of Esther and 
Alan Greif

Elizabeth and Simon 
Cohen Fund
Saul Cohen in memory  
of Elizabeth Cohen and 
Simon Cohen

Israel and Camp 
Scholarship Fund
Michele and Howard Greene 
in memory of Jerome Robins; 
Debbie Slater in memory 
of Isaac Cimerman; Jeffrey 
Siskind in memory of Milton 
Katz; David Schuller in 
memory of Sarah Schuller 
and in memory of Gary 
Schuller;  
Dr. Ronald Kahn in memory 
of Dave Kahn; Jeffrey 
Siskind in memory of Milton 
Katz; Beverly and Donald 
Bavly in memory of Janice 
Auerback

Dr. Trudy Karger 
Family Education 
Fund
The Ostrowsky Family in 
honor of Ilene Beckman; 
Esther and Lewis Muhlfelder 
in memory of Samuel J. 
Muhlfelder; Phyllis Strauss in 
memory of Barbara Romanoff

Merle Orren Scholars 
Transformation 
Program (MOST) 
Sherry Holstein in memory 
of Jacob J. Berson; Janet 
Wilson to support the  
MOST Program

Nursery School Gift 
Fund
Beverly Bavly in memory 
of Max Perkins and Minnie 
Golombek

Nancy and Harold 
Parritz Israel Action 
Fund
Dr. Gil Daniels in honor of 
the great-granddaughter 
of Eric and Goldie Ungar; 
Micky Breslau in memory of 
Maxwell Breslau; Judith and 
Macolm Hindin in honor 
of the special birthday of 
Eric Ungar; Nancy Parritz in 
honor of Cantor Rosemberg

Prayer Book Fund
Judy Strauss in memory of 
Sheldon Strauss; Marilynn 
and Dennis Buchenholz 
in memory of Abraham 
and Mina R. Newman and 
in memory of Kurt and 
Pauline Buchenholz; Cynthia 
Levinson in memory of Edith 
and Jack Farkas and in honor 
of our new siddurim; Cindy 
Paisner in appreciation of 
Rabbi Gardenswartz and 
in honor of the marriage 
of Lindsey Polishook and 
Jeremy Sherer, and in 
memory of Robert Summit

Rabbi Samuel Chiel 
Kallah Fund
Drs. Trudy and Barry Karger, 
Hillel Chiel and Elizabeth 
Dreben in memory of  
Rabbi Samuel Chiel

Religious School Gift 
Fund
Merle Hass in honor of  
Ilene Beckman

Ritual Director’s Fund
Penny Scharfman in honor 
of Dr. Gil Daniels; Alan 
Kovacs in memory of Hilda 
Rothman Kovacs; Carole and 
Henry Berman in memory 
of Eliot Shoolman, Herbert L. 
Berman, and Lewis Weinstein; 
Bea Carp in memory of 
Benjamin Simons; Hope 
Shir in memory of Joan  
Weinstein; George Krupp in 
memory of Philip Krupp

Robert Provizer 
Scholarship Fund
Robert Halperin in  
memory of Belle Snider

Rosamond and 
Harvey Grant Fund  
in memory of  
Michele Esta 
Grant-Epstein
Goldie and Eric Ungar in 
memory of Rita Kimball, 
Rachael Emily Masri,  
Lorraine Weltman, Beverly 
and Joseph Becker, and in 
honor of the birth of Avi 
Lucas Daniels; Rosamond 
Grant in honor of Joan 
Mael and Lisa Hills for their 
thoughtfulness, in memory 
of Rabbi Reuben Katz, and 
in honor of the special 
birthdays of Eric Ungar and 
Milton Binder, Margot and 
Fred Kann in memory of 
Michele Esta Grant-Epstein 
and in honor of the special 
birthday of Eric Ungar

Rosenblatt Stars of 
David Fund
Alix Ginsburg and Alan 
Shuchat in memory of  
Molly Shuchat and in 
memory of William 
Ginsburg; Renee  
Krafchick in memory  
of Bella Krafchick

Roslyn and Martin 
Gold Youth 
Leadership Fund
Susan and Bruce Gold in 
honor of Marc Lowenthal 
"Keeper of the Flame"

Silver Memorial 
Garden Fund
Stan Sacks in memory of 
Dora Goldman Azoff

Smith Holocaust 
Education Fund
Marilynn and Dennis 
Buchenholz in memory of 
Pauline Buchenholz

Sylvia and Morton 
Grossman Person to 
Person Fund
Louis Grossman in memory 
of Morton Grossman

Temple Emanuel 
Annual Appeal
Alice and Joe Bresman 
in honor of Rick Thau and 
Danny Mandeau

Temple Emanuel  
Daily Minyan Fund
Allan Toledano in memory 
of Donna Toledano; Gloria 
Mamokhin in memory 
of Pearl Goodman Burns 
and Richard G. Burns and 
for honor received; Rita 
and Herb Gann, Selma 
Waldstein, Evening Minyan 
Dinner Club in memory of 
Bernice Feldberg; Ralph 
Isberg, Terry S. Engel, 
Joseph Ackerstein in 
appreciation of the Temple 
Daily Minyan; Linda Gordon 
in memory of Irving Gordon;  
Rita and Herb Gann in 
memory of Kaplan, Gann, 
Yanes and Perkins Families; 
Ellen Hochberger in 
memory of Fred Hochberger; 
Harvey Levy in honor of 
his birthday; Cyrill Wolf In 
memory of Nathan Green; 
Elyse Friedman in memory 
of Ruth Marinsky; Michael 
White in memory of Eugene 
White; Rise and Richard 
Liskov in honor of Esther 
Muhlfelder; Dr. Harvey 
Levy in memory of Ruth 
Levy; Jamie Stolper and 
Ross Silverstein in memory 
of Harold Silverstein; 
Janet Chiel in memory of 
Rabbi Samuel Chiel and 
in appreciation of Phyllis 
and Jerry Gordon; Joseph 
Ackerstein in appreciation of 
Temple Daily Minyan; Marcie 
Abramson and Jeffrey Hunt 
in honor of their special 
anniversary, in honor of 
the marriage of Michelle 
Gordon and David Curcio, 
and in memory of Madeline 
Soave; Esther and Lewis 
Muhlfelder, Kimberly and 
Gary Creem in memory of 
Rae Goodman; Ronald Casty 
in memory of Lillian Casty; 
Diane Richler in memory of 
Shoshana Comet

Temple Emanuel 
Forest Fund
Edward Krupat in memory 
of Milton Krupat; Varda 
Farber in memory of Helga 
Erber; Gala Finkielsztein 
in memory of Minia 
Hochman; Renata and 
David Brailovsky in honor 
of the special birthday of 
Ben Smith

Temple Emanuel 
General Fund
Linda Engleman in memory 
of Samuel Taub; Ruth and 
Richard Arnold in honor of 
the Bar Mitzvah of Reisha and 
Bob Kennison's grandson; 
Penny Scharfman in honor 
of Jane and Eric Garshick and 
in honor of Dr. Gil Daniels; 
Louis Zatz and Rhoda 
Sterling in honor of the 
Suttin Family; Rebecca and 
Jonathan Niloff for honor 
received on Yom Kippur; 

Eleanor Freedman in honor 
of the B’not Mitzvah of 
Hannah and Rachel Kimball; 
Douglas Cahn in memory of 
Herbert Cahn; Hal Katzman 
in memory of Richard 
Slutsky; Janis Fox in memory 
of Gerald S. Fox; Rick Corn 
in memory of Patricia L. 
Corn; The Rashi School in 
honor of the B'nei Mitzvah of 
Joshua Rosenbloom, Adam 
Rubin, and Leo Choos; Jan, 
Steve and Erica Schwartz, 
in memory of Phil Shir and 
in honor of the marriage 
of Hillary Ain, daughter 
of Susan and Aron Ain; 
Margaret and David Link 
in honor of the birth of 
Chana and Steven Meyer's 
grandson; Pamela Berkson, 
Beth and Joel Radsken 
in appreciation of Temple 
Emanuel;  Molly-Jane and 
Bruce Rubinger in honor 
of the special birthday of 
Nyunya Altshtein and in 
memory of Richard Slutsky; 
Dr. Gil Daniels in honor 
of the special birthday of 
Nyunya Altshtein; Marsha 
and Marc Slotnick in 
honor of the Bar Mitzvah 
of Jordan Goldstein; Ruth 
and Joseph Goldman 
for honor received and in 
honor of the Bar Mitzvah 
of Sebestian Hochman, 
Bar Mitzvah of Reisha and 
Bob Kennison's grandson; 
Joyce and Michael Bohnen 
in memory of Phil Shir, 
Vivienne Kalman, Robert 
Summit, Daniel Armet, 
Donna Toledano, Richard 
Slutsky, Betty Brandner, 
Sabina May, Jerome H. 
Robins, Milton Katz; Ryna 
Greenbaum in memory 
of Joseph Greenbaum; 
Ronnie and Rhoda Sarver in 
memory of Samuel Sarver;  
Pamela Schwartz in memory 
of Betty Schottenstein; 
Judy Manelis in memory 
of Hilda Harris; Roberta 
Greenberg in memory 
of Frances Cantor; Ernest 
Wantman in memory of 
Max M. Wantman; Sandra 
and Donald Perrin in honor 
of the marriage of Marjorie 
Ritvo and David Kerman; 
Joyce Bohnen in memory 
of Temme Hankin; Daniel 
Kaufman in memory of Alice 
Kaufman; Tom Grossman 
in memory of Reuben 
Grossman; Marcia Kohl in 
memory of Walter Gruhn; 
Caren and Daniel Kimball in 
memory of Joseph Kimball; 
Anne Exter in honor of her 
father, Irving Exter; Roberta 
Greenberg in memory of 
Frances Cantor; Paula and 
Frank Aronson in honor 
of the special birthday of  
Wendy Mnookin; Mady  
and Bruce Donoff in honor 
of the Bat Mitzvah of Sophie 
Peckler; 

5 Years
Amy Zwanziger and  
Andrew Hoffman

DONATIONS
Temple Emanuel gratefully 
acknowledges the generous 
donations to our synagogue 
funds. To learn more about 
the variety of funds and 
ways of supporting the 
synagogue’s ongoing efforts, 
please call the office @ 
(617) 558-8100.

Aaron Bell Student 
Cantorial Arts Fund
Mollie Peddar in memory 
of Aaron Bell; Harriet Bell 
in memory of Rebecca 
Goldstein

Abraham and Rose 
Freedman Education 
Fund
Mitchell Wand and 
Barbara Freedman Wand  
in memory of Donna 
Toledano and in memory of 
Sanford Freedman 

Adult Education Fund
Eleanor Jaffe in memory of 
Sidney Wicentowski; Maida 
Rubin in honor of the special 
birthday of Eric Ungar; Nina 
Schneider in memory of 
Rose S. Rabinowitz; Beverly 
and Don Bavly in memory  
of Paula Swartz and in honor 
of the Bat Mitzvah of Rachel 
Alpert-Wisnia

Anita and David 
Granoff Fund to 
Encourage Teen  
Torah Readers
Mady and Bruce Donoff  
in honor of the marriage of 
the grandchildren of Anita 
and David Granoff and in 
honor of the special birthday 
of Anita Granoff; Deborah 
Hauser in honor of the 
special birthday of Anita 
Granoff; Marla Wiener in 
honor of Dan Nesson

Barouh and Channah 
Berkovits Daily 
Minyan Fund
Channah Berkovits in 
memory of Barouh Berkovits

Bereavement Support 
Fund
Marlene Katz in memory of 
Aaron Burrows; Alison and 
Barry Braunstein in memory 
of Joseph Braunstein; Ray 
Erlich in memory of Samuel 
Goldberg; Esther and Alan 
Greif in memory of Richard 
Slutsky; Roslyn Heafitz in 
memory of Norman N. Gill; 
Leslie Shapiro in memory 
of Irving Hochberg; Mindy 
Peckler in memory of Gerald 
M. Pollack; Carrie Lieberman 
in memory of Sanford S. 
Klein; Cindy Paisner in 
memory of Nadine Kassman; 

CONDOLENCES TO:
Shira Goodman on 
the death of her 
beloved mother,  
Rae Goodman

Dana Katz on the 
death of his  
beloved father, 
Menachem Katz

Roberta Chafetz  
on the death of  
her beloved sister, 
Paula Swartz

Anne Lowenthal 
on the death of her 
beloved mother, 
Janice Auerbach

Rachel Rosen on the 
death of her beloved 
mother, Janet Rosen

Debbie Krasnow 
on the death of 
her beloved father, 
Morton Grossman

Goldie Ungar on 
the loss of her 
beloved brother, 
Melvin Becker

Our Congregation 
has sustained the loss 

of our members

Rabbi Reuben Katz

May his memory always 
be for a blessing.

Brachot
The Blessings in Our Lives
By Terri Swartz Russell

Our Religious School Bet class (second grade) 
families recently came together to explore Brachot– 
The Blessings in Our Lives during a Family Education 
program. Family Education programs are geared 
to parents and students coming together to study 
and learn about a part of their child’s grade-level 
curriculum. The children in our Bet class learn basic 
blessings that we use as part of living Jewishly.

During this program we reviewed the brachot 
(blessings) the children have learned and learned new 
blessings to use as we explore the world around us. 
Together children and their parents thought about 
how they are blessings to each other and created their 
own family blessing which they designed into a fun 
and meaningful take-home blessing keepsake.

Why learn about blessings? Why are blessings an 
important part of our daily lives as Jews? While the 
kids had a great time eating cookies, trying on new 
clothes, smelling fragrant fruits and spices, looking at 
rainbows and reading the Noah story while learning 
the correct blessing for each of these activities, an 
additional message was provided to the parents about 
why and when to incorporate blessings into our lives. 

Blessings are a subset of our prayers. Blessings 
were instituted by the Rabbis as a means for directing 
humans into the presence of God at all times, thus 
providing a continuous preservation of contact with 
the Creator (Pinchas Peli, “Blessings – The Gateway 
to Prayer, “Tradition, Fall 1973, p.65.) Abraham 
Joshua Heschel has noted that when we drink a glass 
or water “we remind ourselves of the eternal mystery 
of creation, ‘Blessed be You… by whose words all 
things come into being.’ 

This is one of the goals of the Jewish way of living; 
to experience the commonplace deeds as spiritual 
adventures, to feel the hidden love and wisdom in  
all things” (God in Search of Man, New York: 1955, 
pp. 45-50.)

By reciting blessings we are reminded that we do 
not own the world but merely serve as its custodians. 
Blessings insure that our religion is an active force in 
our lives at all times, not just on selected holy days. 

I recently saw the play Fiddler on the Roof where 
I was reminded that there is a blessing for just about 
everything! The most convenient place to find a 
listing of brachot for almost any occasion is in the 
siddur (prayerbook). May we all take the time to 
mark the blessings in our own lives.

Tweet, Tweet!
Saturday, February 11th

This year, Shabbat Shira, 
the Shabbat of Song, falls 
on Saturday, February 11th. 
The Torah portion highlights 
Shirat Hayam, the Song of the Sea 
and so it is a custom to feed 
the birds at this time, to thank 
them for teaching us to sing.

February is Jewish  
Disabilities Awareness Month
Established in 2009 by the Jewish Special 
Education International Consortium, Jewish 
Disabilities Awareness Month reminds us that 
inclusion is an opportunity for every person, 
regardless of ability, to participate in meaningful 
ways in the life of the Jewish community. 

The Kornmehl Family in 
memory of Paula Swartz; 
Alan Shuchat and Alix 
Ginsburg on the death  
of their beloved son,  
Mark D. Shuchat

CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO THE RABBI  
MARSHALL R. LIFSON 
LIBRARY  
The Zelda and Phillip 
Smith Jewish Life 
Cycle Fund 
Ronna Benjamin in memory 
of Frederic Clayton

Lois Alexander 
Children’s Book 
Collection
Peter Bernstein in  
memory of Ann Gray 
Bernstein
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 2017

The mitzvah of giving mishloach manot on Purim is meant in part to 
increase love and friendship among Jews and their neighbors. Sisterhood is 
here to help! We introduced a brand new, wildly successful mishloach manot 
program last year and we are back for our second year. 

With Purim approaching on March 11th, now is the time to place your 
order for your friends and family. There are some exciting new enhancements 
to this year's program, including the ability to give mishloach manot to your 
loved ones outside of the Temple Emanuel community. The deadline for 
ordering is February 13th. Please check your email for a note explaining the 
program and containing your secure access login code.

If you have any questions, email: mishloachmanot@templeemanuel.com  
or contact one of the program co-chairs, Caren Kimball or Penny Scharfman.

Sunday, January 1 New Year’s Day

Monday, January 16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Friday, January 27 International Holocaust Remembrance Day

Saturday, January 28 Community Havdalah and Movie Night

Saturday, February 4 Sisterhood Shabbat

Saturday, February 11 Tu B’Shvat

Monday, February 20 Presidents’ Day

The Power of  
Community 
A Personal Reflection  
and Thanks
By Rabbi Wes Gardenswartz 

The most common question I get about Jewish prayer is 
the permissibility of saying Kaddish alone:

“Rabbi, I am going to be traveling next week. Can I just 
say Kaddish in my hotel room?”

Or: “The morning and evening service times really 
don’t work for family life. In the morning I have to get my 
kids out. In evening we have dinner and homework. Can I 
just say Kaddish at home?” 

I understand the impetus behind the question. People 
want to honor their beloved departed by saying Kaddish. 
But it is not always possible to get to minyan. Why let 
the perfect be the enemy of the good? We can say the 
Shemah and the Amidah at home without a minyan. 
Why should the same rule not apply to saying Kaddish?

While these sentiments seem to be perfectly 
reasonable, Jewish law is clear: one can only say Kaddish 
with a minyan. Kaddish without a minyan is a halakahic 
oxymoron.

There are technical halakhic reasons for this, chief 
among them the rule that a d’var sh’bikdushah, a 
moment where we praise God’s name, such as Barkhu, 
the Kedusha, Kaddish, taking an aliyah, must be said in 
a minyan, so that a whole minyan can affirm the sanctity 
of God’s name.  

To this technical explanation I would add another 
explanation that is psychological and emotional—and 
that comes from my own very personal experience of loss.

On the first day of Rosh Hashanah my beloved 
mother, Rosyne Gardenswartz, passed away. Two 
months and one day later, on the second day of Kislev, 
Shira’s beloved mother, Rae Goodman, passed away. 
Since Rosh Hashanah I have been saying Kaddish at 
every morning and at every evening service. I have 
come to a deeper understanding of the psychological 
dimension of saying Kaddish.

Saying Kaddish is a response to a real danger of 
retreat, isolation, and a shrinking world that we might 
otherwise succumb to in our grief.

We might retreat because we keep replaying the 
pivotal moments of why our loved one died, an 
obsessive loop where we continually torment ourselves 
by perseverating about the fateful moments that would 
lead to loss.

We might retreat because we are depressed.

We might retreat because life, without our loved one, 
has lost its flavor.

We might retreat because, without our loved one,  
we are unsure of ourselves, we have lost a dimension  
of self-confidence and assurance that all will be well  
in our world.

If we could say Kaddish alone, there is nothing in 
our daily schedule that necessarily stems that retreat, 
that isolation, that shrinking world.

But if we are required to begin or end our day by 
saying Kaddish in a minyan, by getting up, getting 
dressed, putting our public face on, interacting with 

other people, listening to other people’s stories and 
not only focusing on our own, the very act of saying 
Kaddish puts us back into the flow of life. That is the 
power of community.

Shira and I have felt the healing power of our Temple 
Emanuel community in spades during the last few months. 

We would like to thank our friends here at the shul 
who have reached out with great love in the moment 
of our great loss. You came to our two shivas. You have 
written condolence notes and cards. You have given 
tzedakah in memory of our two mothers. We are deeply 
moved by your kindness. Thank you for lifting us up. 
Thank you for creating a community of kindness, decency, 
humanity, and menschlikeit that holds its members when 
we most need to be held. 

See you at daily minyan, the best place in the world.

Saturday, February 4 at 9:30 am

Sisterhood Shabbat
Please join us for a morning filled with prayer,  
warmth, and love led by Sisterhood members.

SAVE THE DATE
April 21-23, 2017

Temple Emanuel Shabbat of Inclusion  
featuring Visiting Scholar Rabbi Julie Watts Belser,  
Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies at Georgetown University 
and author of Jewish Values and Disability Rights (2016) 
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