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I grew up in Teaneck, NJ, but have lived in Newton and been a member of 
TE for 25 years. When I moved here, I went shul shopping and liked the services 
at TE the most. I have always been involved with Jewish life, starting in high 
school with USY (where I was a Ruach leader), and then in college with Hillel.

One day at Kiddush, my buddy, Danny Paisner, asked me to come to a 
Brotherhood meeting. He said I would like it. I quickly realized that this was 
grown up USY for men. I was involved then and I am involved now. I was our 
club’s past president, and currently, I am a regional officer and hold several 
responsibilities on the FJMC international board. The more things change, the 
more they stay the same.

Along with my partners, Rick Thau, Brian Lefsky, and Eric Unger, the most 
gratifying part of what I do is being an usher. Every Shabbos morning, on the 
High Holidays and throughout the year, we feel like we are the faces of Temple 
Emanuel. Nothing makes me happier than when I am thanked for what I do. 
Truly, I get more out of it than I give. Where else could I go and be known as the 
“Hazzan in the back!”

Not only did Rick Thau get me to usher, he also put me on the Nominations 
and Governance committee. The rest is history. I joined the Board of 
Directors and have proudly served as an officer for the past six years as VP of 
Congregational Engagement. I strongly feel that my outreach efforts are one of 
my most important contributions to our shul. All my positions at TE and FJMC 
are a labor of love. I call it my “other full time job!”

As a son of a survivor, Holocaust remembrance is a big part of my identity. 
I feel a personal commitment to never forgetting and passing this ethos on to 
the next generations. I have been chairing the Yom Hashoah Committee for 

many years and have coordinated many 
programs. I am most proud of when 
David Greenfield, Dennis Buchenholz 
and I made the film “Tikkun.” To this 
day, I still am in awe of what this film 
represents. We touched over 30 temple 
members who were 1/2/3 G’s, telling the 
story of how their families persevered 
during and after the darkest period of 
our people’s history.

The Mass Ave. Baptist Church 
Initiative began many years ago. I went 
there for the first time after a “lousy” 
day at work. I quickly realized that my 
lousy day was inconsequential compared 
to what the people who go to the food 
pantry experience. Since then, I have 
been going monthly to help at the 
church with my good friend, Danny Paisner. I am also very proud of my grass 
roots “Turkey Drive” campaign which over the past two years has raised over 
$10,000 for Project Manna.

Temple Emanuel is our home. Our kids grew up here and my wife, Lynn, 
became a Bat Mitzvah as an adult last year on the bimah. I was so proud. We 
have a great shul and I am grateful to be a small part of our success.

Rachel Korazim, teacher extraordinaire
by Maida Rubin

I first met Rachel Korazim, along with a room full of fellow Temple Emanuel 
congregants, on a Shabbat morning sometime in 2010. We didn’t actually meet 
“her.” We met her words through Rabbi Gardenswartz who was teaching Israeli 
poetry from her materials. He had attended the Hartman “Rabbinic track” in 
the summer and was so taken with her teaching that he shared what he learned 
from her, discussing some very difficult poetry including Amichai’s Diameter of 
the Bomb. I suspect few who attended that Talmud class forgot that session.

So what is it about Rachel Korazim that makes her so special and fills 
meeting rooms and the sanctuary when she teaches?

For me she opens my eyes to Israeli poetry, song (the same thing for Rachel), 
history, the land and “the people” that makes them somehow accessible even 
if in a painful way. She has a sharp humor that amuses but has an edge. She 
is passionate about Israel in her own lifetime and before. She does not always 
present the same view as many others. Even if she “tries” to present something 
balanced, the materials she brings and her own explanation of historical events 
make clear for the careful listener what she believes.

She can berate American Jews for not learning Hebrew and still be adored. 
She teaches detailed facts about history, timelines and news articles. At 
Hartman and on Sundays at Temple Emanuel she creates PowerPoints with 
movement, embedded music and texts. Her handouts always provide more 
material than can be covered in any one session. She reads in Hebrew, and tries 
to get casual or planned singing of some of it so that you can “hear” the sounds. 
She talks about the choices translators make, especially with poetry, and how 
sometimes it is more important to be appropriately evocative for your reader 
than to provide a literal translation. She makes the biblical texts that sit behind 
some of the poetry sing. She is always generous with her materials and oddly 
humble in an arrogant Israeli way.

How does she draw you in?
She asks questions and lets you think on them and then asks for the answers 

and gently slaps most wrists as we are all rarely answering where she wants to 
go – but it gets you thinking.

She tells personal stories of famous Israelis, political figures, journalists, 
poets and giants of Israeli literature.

She tells her own stories. In my first live experience of her in Israel at 
Hartman in 2011, she talked about what it was like to be the child of Holocaust 
survivors in Israel. It was not the story I expected. It surprised me that survivors 
did not talk about it and that the new Israel spent a lot of energy distancing 
itself from all things Holocaust-related. During her last visit to Temple Emanuel, 
she taught very challenging texts about the experience of war for young Israelis. 
She stopped and shared that she had struggled with how to finish the lecture. 
Her friend urged her to tell her own story of what it was like to be a young 
woman and officer charged with responsibilities at a hospital at the outbreak 
of the 1967 war. I don’t think you can read the diary entry she brought from a 
young woman after her first battle with any distance after that.

She asks questions and lets you think on them 
and then asks for the answers and gently slaps 

most wrists as we are all rarely answering 
where she wants to go –  
but it gets you thinking.

The crown for me was the deep dive on the history behind the Silver Platter, 
a famous Israeli poem by Nathan Alterman. All from one of her famous 
PowerPoints, it was a history lesson, an investigative report and an adventure in 
literature. It was Rachel Korazim.

THE GATE OF SHABBAT

(continued on page 4) TE 6th graders cleaning up at the Boston Nature Center – 11/12/17

6th Grade Shul-In Shabbat
by Stephanie Weitzman, Naomi Weitzman, Jacob Kornmehl and Raina Bornstein

The bar and bat mitzvah process is about learning, growing, and deepening a relationship to 
Judaism and the Jewish people. There are three components of the Pre-B’nei Mitzvah Process at Temple 
Emanuel: Torah, creating a space for parents and kids to learn about Jewish identity together; Gemilut 
Chasadim (Mitzvah Projects), exposing kids to issues within our community and learning how to make 
a difference; and the Avodah Shabbaton, developing a community among the students from Day 
Schools and TE Religious School and their parents by enjoying the beauty of Shabbat together with 
prayer and activities.



Access to Shabbat 
Services…and More
by Jessica Solodar

Shabbat services provide an opportunity to 
reaffirm and strengthen connections with Judaism, 
the shul, and friends. Sharing the experience as a 
family strengthens family connections. Because all 
families should feel welcome and able to join in, we’ve 
been working to anticipate and eliminate barriers to 
participation faced by families affected by disability. Clergy, staff, and the B’Tselem Inclusion Committee, 
chaired by Jerry Jacobs, have begun reaching out to families who have not felt able to participate before.

We’ve launched Shabbat events for families with special needs. Families with children in the Gateways: 
Access to Jewish Education special education programs have enjoyed two Shabbat evenings at the 
synagogue that included Shabbat dinner and the Shabbat Alive! service. The music volume in the service 
was lowered to accommodate sensory issues. Cara Coller, who came with her family, described the 
experience this way:

For the first time since we moved here Isabella felt and continues to feel included in the Shabbat services 
and all the wonderful events that are being held. At her first sensory – friendly Shabbat, she sang with the 
clergy and danced in my husband’s arms while our entire family smiled…and shed tears of joy! What an 
incredible feeling to be able to be there all together!

At Shabbat morning services, ushers are ready to help with special needs, including providing large-
print prayer books, assistive listening devices, and fidget toys. Classroom 23 is open for children and 
their parents to take a break from services if needed. A full list of accommodations during services 
in the sanctuary is on a printed card in the pews and on the B’Tselem Inclusion Committee page of 
templeemanuel.com.

To ease access to and within the building, we now have automatic door openers inside and outside 
the Ward St. and Ashford Rd. entrances, improved signage and markings for handicap parking, and  
bright stripes that increase visibility of steps on the staircase near the main office. Restrooms have been 
modified for wheelchair access to sinks, soap and paper towels. At Kiddush we now offer high chairs and 
gluten-free food.

Shabbat services provide an opportunity to reaffirm and 
strengthen connections with Judaism, the shul, and friends.

When more families can join in on Shabbat and other occasions, we are enriched as a community. The 
significance of inclusion in Jewish life was the theme of David Fischer’s September bar mitzvah dvar Torah. 
He related community-wide inclusion to Moses and the covenant ceremony.

Moses says to the people,“You stand this day, all of you, before the Lord your God—your tribal heads, your 
elders, and your officials, all the men of Israel, your children, your wives, even the stranger within your camp, 
from woodchopper to water drawer—to enter into the covenant of the Lord your God.” Moses makes a big 
deal about including everyone in this ritual. He knows that God is making a covenant with the whole Jewish 
people, and for that to work, the whole Jewish community needs to be there.

What’s true for Moses and the people of Israel is also true for us. The relationship we have with God 
depends on us including everyone and letting people know that they’re important. In order for our 
communities to thrive, everyone has to feel included and know that they have a role.

Efforts have begun to address barriers for people with hidden disabilities such as learning disabilities 
and mental health challenges. We will continue to reach out to more families. For more information on the 
inclusion initiative, contact Jerry Jacobs at jerryjacobslicsw@gmail.com.

2 T E M P L E  E M A N U E L  F R O M  T H E  G A T E S

Community Prayer:
January (Tevet /Shevat) 
February (Shevat/Adar) 

5778–2018
DAILY SERVICES

Sunday at 8:00 am & 7:30 pm
Monday through Thursday at 7:00 am & 7:30 pm

Friday at 7:00 am

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday at 6:30 pm

Saturday at 6:45 am & 9:30 am
Childcare at 10:00 am

Tu B’Shevat (January 31st)
Erev Purim (February 28th)

Affiliated with the UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM
and SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS

Contact Information

Temple Office ....................................................................................  617–558–8100
Youth Office .......................................................................................  617–558–8121
Nursery School Office ....................................................................  617–558–8130
Religious School Office .................................................................  617–558–8120

www.templeemanuel.com

For the full January and February Calendar, go to:

CALENDAR.TEMPLEEMANUEL.COM

From the Gates

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES
January 5 ....................................... 4:09 
January 12 ..................................... 4:16 
January 19 ..................................... 4:25 
January 26 ..................................... 4:33 
February 2 ..................................... 4:43 
February 9 ..................................... 4:52 
February 16 ................................... 5:01 
February 23 ................................... 5:09

MINCHA TIMES
January 6 .................................... 4:10 
January 13 .................................. 4:15 
January 20 .................................. 4:20 
January 27 .................................. 4:30 
February 3 .................................. 4:45 
February 10 ................................ 5:00 
February 17 ................................ 5:00 
February 24 ................................ 5:10

HARTMAN VIDEO LECTURE SERIES (VLS):
ISRAEL’S MILESTONES AND THEIR 
MEANINGS: THE LEGACY OF THE PAST 
AND THE CHALLENGE OF THE FUTURE
Sundays from 10 am – noon

January 7, February 11 and March 11

Enjoy powerful distance learning with Hartman scholars in 
Jerusalem and Rabbi Gardenswartz here in Newton!

Details at https://www.templeemanuel.com/event/hartman-
video-lecture-series

PURIM WITH PETER PAN
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
I’VE GOT TO CROW about our 
Purim Phun!

Don’t go to NEVER NEVER LAND!! 
I’M FLYING over to Temple Emanuel to enjoy Purim at the 
FAMILY-STYLE ABBREVIATED SERVICE in the Rabbi Samuel 
Chiel Sanctuary at 6:30 pm.

Come dressed in costume! It is no longer PC to be INDIANS 
and sing UGG-A-WUGG so come as a TENDER SHEPHERD, 
John, Michael, WENDY or a pirate, or Nana the dog!

THE FULL MEGILLAH READING with Ma’ariv and Megillah 
Reading will celebrate “Israel at 70” in the Community Hall  
at 6:30 pm.

Want to chant that DISTANT MELODY a.k.a. Megillat 
Esther trope? Contact Steve Thompson at sthompson@
templeemanuel.com for the abbreviated service or Dan 
Nesson at dnesson@templeemanuel.com for the full reading.

THURSDAY, MARCH 1 Morning Minyan including Torah 
reading and a full Megillah reading.

And the fun continues… 
SUNDAY, MARCH 4 PURIM CARNIVAL. 

Saturday, January 6 
Parshat Shemot 

Mincha Bar Mitzvah: 
Austin Backer-Verbits, son of 

Richard Backer and Will Verbits

Saturday, January 13 
Parshat Va’era

Saturday, January 20 
Parshat Bo

Saturday, January 27 
Parshat Beshallach 

Shabbat Shirah 
Musical Shabbat

Saturday, February 3 
Parshat Yitro 

Sisterhood Shabbat

Saturday, February 10 
Parshat Mishpatim 
Shabbat Shekalim 

Bar Mitzvah: Ben Gliklich, son of 
Laurie and Rich Gliklich

Saturday, February 17 
Parshat Terumah

Saturday, February 24 
Parshat Tetzaveh 
Shabbat Zachor 
Musical Shabbat

Some of the 15 TE members and staff who attended a two-day 
Ruderman Inclusion Summit in Boston.

Embracing our Expanding Community
For the past year, Jan Schwartz and a group of her fellow Religious 

Life Committee members have been working together to create a 
“Welcome to Temple Emanuel” brochure for our congregation, with 
an eye towards our frequent Shabbat visitors who may be unfamiliar 
with our services. These guests can be invited friends, relatives or 
work colleagues of the families celebrating simchas, the aides of our 
beloved elders, or perhaps, someone who is visiting. This may be 
their first time in a synagogue and/or they may not be Jewish. 

The new brochure explains elements of the service, its language and 
meaning. The goal is to offer these guests an understanding of what 
they are experiencing, with the hope that they will feel comfortable 
enough to participate in the morning’s rituals. 

We want to spread the light of Judaism to all who witness it. 
This is yet another opportunity to help bring us together. The 
congregation and our community are changing, and members 
and visitors will continue to represent and embrace our world and 
expanding community. This is a small step to advance the cause of 
the respectful, caring and welcoming center of Jewish life we know 
Temple Emanuel to be. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING
January 1 New Year’s Day observed

January 15 MLK Jr. Day observed

January 27 International Holocaust Remembrance Day

January 27 Havdalah and Movie Night

January 31 Tu B’Shevat

February 4 World Wide Wrap

February 19 Presidents’ Day observed

February 28 Fast of Esther/Megillah Reading

March 1 Purim
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Members’ Milestones and Donations
MEMBERS’ 
MILESTONES
BIRTHS
Dr. Marcia and Jeff Herrmann 
announce the birth of their 
granddaughter, Lily Isabella 
Bergman
Sybil and Alan Edelstein 
announce the birth of their 
great granddaughter, Lily 
Isabella Bergman
Ida and Stephen Colchamiro 
announce the birth of their 
granddaughter, Izidora Fen 
Colchamiro
Sally and Harold Lake 
announce the birth of 
their great-granddaughter, 
Madison Jade Forleiter
Robin and Nate Birnbaum 
announce the birth of their 
grandson, Jacob Simon 
Birnbaum
Robin and Nate Birnbaum 
announce the birth of their 
grandson, Landon James 
Melmed
Erica and Jason Melmed 
announce the birth of their 
son, Landon James Melmed

SPECIAL 
ANNIVERSARIES
65 Years
Renata and David Brailovsky

55 Years
Gala and Samuel Finkielsztein

50 Years
Dale and Arnie Zaff
Marjie and Bob Kargman

40 Years
Vivian Halfin and David 
Harnett

35 Years
Susan and David Schuller
Chris and Stephen Kahane

30 Years
Ninelle and Gutman Keyser
Joan and Joe Ackerstein

25 Years
Sheri and Ernie Wantman

15 Years
Deborah and Matthew 
Lincoln

10 Years
Yvette Lowenthal-Mulderry 
and Pete Mulderry

Berkson Garden Fund
Charlotte Backman in 
memory of Jacob W. Shoul

Cantor’s Music Fund
Adina Astor and Kevin 
Bolan in appreciation of 
Cantor Rosemberg; Marilyn 
and Dennis Buchenholz 
in memory of Pauline 
Buchenholz; Dr. Robert 
Kennison in memory of 
Ida Kennison; Abby and 
Michael Landzberg in 
memory of Talah Bellin and 
in memory of Dr. Morris 
Jampol; Gloria Mamokhin 
in memory of Pearl G. Burns; 
Annette Needle in memory 
of Harry Stuart Needle; Dr. 
David Steinberg in memory 
of William Steinberg; Joan 
Sturman in appreciation of 
Rick Thau; Debbie and Gary 
Buchman in honor of the 
brit milah of Reece Buchman; 
Leslie and Dr. Robert 
Stacks in memory of Judith 
Karen Ostrovitz; Margot 
and Fred Kann, Mimi 
Rosenblatt in honor of 
Mady Donoff’s honor as Kallat 
B’reisheet; Harriet and Cyril 
Mazansky in honor of the 
birth of Layla Isabel Polivy; 
Rene and Guiller Waller 
in appreciation of Cantor 
Rosemberg; Syrille and 
Paul Rosman in memory of 
Dr. Nelly Ropper; Josephine 
Schneider in memory of 
Leonard D. Kaplan; Annette 
Miller in memory of Murray 
Liberman; Lois Cohen in 
memory of Paula Winer

Elizabeth and Simon 
Cohen Fund
Saul Cohen in memory of 
Elizabeth and Simon Cohen

Saul B. and Naomi 
Cohen Chamber Music 
Fund
Dr. Margaret Link in 
memory of Dr. Ira Franklin 
Ross

Dorothy Gordon 
Memorial Fund
Estelle Gomolka in memory 
of Ellen Lajmer

Edelstein Jewish 
Continuity Fund
Esther and Alan Greif, 
Trudy and Barry Karger 
in honor of the great-
granddaughter of Sybil and 
Alan Edelstein

Drucker Book Fund
Marjorie and C. Gerard 
Drucker in memory of Mary 
Drucker

David and Diane 
Feinzig Education Fund
Cynthia Abramson in 
memory of Bertha Govenar

General Religious 
School Gift Fund
The Peller Family in honor 
of Cheryl Stober

Carole and Barrie Greiff 
Education Fund
Carole and Barrie Greiff 
in honor of the special 
anniversary of Syrille and Paul 
Rosman

Israel and Camp 
Scholarsip Fund
Michele and Howard 
Greene in memory of Lee 
Wolfe and in memory of 
Shirley Mallinger; David 
Schuller in memory of 
Gary Schuller; Lawrence 
Silverstein in memory 
of Estelle Silverstein; The 
Leifer Family in memory of 
David Henry Krinsley; Alan 
Ginsberg in honor of the bar 
mitzvah of Ethan Friedberg

Merle Orren Scholars 
Transformation (MOST) 
Program
Sharon Steinberg in 
memory of Phillip Mindlin

Nancy and Harold 
Parritz Israel Action 
Fund
Varda Farber in memory of 
Helga Erber

Prayer Book Fund
The Pomerance Family in 
honor of the Leifer Family; 
Lucile Pearlson in memory 
of Dr. Harrison Pearlson and 
in memory of Freida and 
Jacob Pearlson; The Chivo 
Family in honor of the bat 
mitzvah of Jessica Weinfeld

Rabbi Samuel Chiel 
Kallah Fund
Dr. Hillel Chiel and E. 
Dreben in memory of Rabbi 
Samuel Chiel

Ritual Director’s Fund
Alan Kovacs in memory of 
Hilda Rothman Kovacs; Barry 
Goldberg in appreciation 
of Rick Thau; James 
Freiman-Polli in memory 
of Jacob Freiman; Penny 
Scharfman in memory of 
Arnold Scharfman; Nancy 
Steinbock in memory of 
Dora and Louis Postar; Selma 
Waldstein in memory of 
Louis Swartz; Molly-Jane 
and Bruce Rubinger in 
memory of Elsie Summit; 
Cynthia Abramson in 
memory of Honey Ente

Rosamond and Harvey 
Grant Fund in memory 
of Michele Esta Grant-
Epstein
Eileen Brody in memory of 
Michele Esta Grant-Epstein; 
Claire Farkas in memory of 
Samuel Honig; Goldie and 
Eric Ungar in memory of 
David Sachs, and in memory 
of David Leeder, in honor 
of the special birthday of 
Margot Kann, in honor of 
the birth of great-grandson 
of Margot and Fred Kann 
and grandson of Carol 
Harris and Robert Kann, in 
honor of the bat mitzvah 
of granddaughter of Carole 
and Steven Henry; Goldie 
Ungar in memory of Lorraine 
Weltman

Rosenblatt Stars of 
David Fund
Debbie and Norm 
Ginsberg in memory of June 
Hurwitz; Renee Krafchick 
in memory of Minnie Brooks 
and in memory of Bella 
Krafchick; Phyllis Strauss 
in memory of Barbara S. 
Romanoff; Mickey Breslau 
in memory of Max Breslau; 
Sheryl and Steven 
Dropkin in appreciation of 
the Stars of David Group

Sherter Fund
Arlene London in memory 
of David Sherter

Syrille Rosman Art Fund
Nina Schneider in memory 
of Rose Rabinowitz

Temple Emanuel Daily 
Minyan Fund
Richard Bankhead, 
Barbara Poplack, David 
Rogachefsky, Judith 
and Mark Siegel, Janet 
Wilson, Lisa Litant, Phillip 
Szathmary, Varda and 
Neal Farber, Rita Aisner in 
appreciation of Temple Daily 
Minyan; Channah Berkovits 
in memory of Barouh 
Berkovits; Daniel J. Dern 
in memory of Alice Dern; 
Rita and Herb Gann in 
memory of beloved departed 
family members; Willie 
Goldwasser in memory of 
Dora Goldwasser; Jerry and 
Phyllis Gordon in memory 
of Charles Gordon; Linda 
Gordon in memory of Irving 
Gordon; Stacy Grossman in 
memory of Gloria Grossman; 
Howard Guthermann 
in memory of Cyrille Mass; 
Ruth Isaacs in honor of the 
birth of Max Rafael Maya; 
Golda Kagan, Esther 
Schleifer in memory of Dr. 

Barnard M. Marks; Debbie 
Krasnow in memory of 
Morton Grossman; Harvey 
Levy in memory of Ruth 
Levy; Gloria Mamokhin in 
memory of Richard G. Burns; 
Nahma Nadich in memory 
of Bernice Feldberg; Barbara 
Poplack in memory of Irving 
Gordon and in memory of 
Lou Fox; Alan Shuchat in 
memory of Molly Shuchat 
and in memory of Mark David 
Shuchat; Joan Sturman 
and Family in honor of the 
recovery of Sumner Sturman; 
Susan Vishner in memory 
of Sylvia Hunt and in memory 
of Everett Gruber; Beverly 
Weinfeld in memory of Dr. 
Marvin S. Weinfeld; Roslyn 
Gill Heafitz in honor of the 
Daily Minyan and in honor 
of Dan Nesson; Edward 
Alexander in honor of 
the 70th anniversary of his 
Bar Mitzvah; Dana Katz 
in memory of Menachem 
Katz; Sue Sohn in memory 
of Jerry Sohn; Janet Chiel 
in memory of Samuel Chiel; 
Joan and Dennis Beer 
in memory of Benjamin 
Fleischauer and Abraham 
Beer; Margot and Fred 
Kann in honor of Rita Gann 
and Phyllis and Jerry Gordon; 
Roberta Chafetz in memory 
of Paula Swartz; Raylea and 
Butch Pemstein in honor 
of the bar mitzvah of their 
grandson; Ross Silverstein 
in memory of Harold 
Silverstein

Temple Emanuel Forest 
Fund
Esther and Alan Greif in 
memory of Barbara Lefsky; 
Sheila Goldstein in memory 
of Tallah Bellin

Temple Emanuel 
General Fund
Myles Brown in memory 
of Sydney Green; Cynthia 
Creem in memory of Ida 
J. Stone; Martin Frant in 
memory of Harry Geschwind; 
Ellen and Jeff Fredberg 
for honors received; Judy 
Garber in memory of 
Leonore Garber; Siobhan 
Creem, Martin A Goldman 
in memory of Roberta 
Karlin; Arthur Greenberg 
and Family in memory of 
Bettylee and Bob Greenberg; 
Claire Handler in memory 
of Samuel Rosen; Rachel 
Kalikow in memory of 
Irving Kalikow; Joan Katz 
in memory of Edith Katz; 
Myrna and Roger Landay 
in honor of Steve and Sharon 
Manchel; Lillian Mamon in 
memory of Anna Zuckerberg; 

Martin Paley in memory of 
Irving Paley; Mindy Peckler 
in memory of Gerald M. 
Pollack; Debora and Alan 
Rottenberg in memory of 
Audrey Peller and in memory 
of Barbara Lefsky; Debbie 
and Ron Sann in honor of 
Lillian and Glen Mamon; The 
Rashi School in honor of the 
of the b’nai mitzvah of Henry 
Nadel and Daniel Cudkowicz; 
Blanche Schwartz in 
memory of Charles Schwartz; 
Judy Taub in memory 
of Helen Schreiber; Lyn 
Weiner in honor of the 
birth of Bridget Bacow; 
Phyllis and Richard Wilker 
in memory of Jeannette 
Bloom; Louis Zatz in honor 
of the Suttin Family; Rabbi 
Joel Baron in memory of 
Charlotte Baron; Dr. Jack 
Elder in memory of Alma 
Elder; Brenda and Harvey 
Freishtat in memory of Selig 
Popik, Herbert Goldberg, 
and Lindsay Jacoby; Hillary 
Gardenswartz in honor 
of Rabbi Gardenswartz 
and Shira Goodman and 
in honor of Steve and Jill 
Ebstein; Carole and Steven 
Henry in memory of David 
Sachs; Margot and Fred 
Kann, Arnold Singer in 
memory of Roberta Karlin; 
Dr. Neil Kutin in memory 
of Morris Kutin; Alice 
Lanckton in memory of 
Edward Keidan; Effie and 
Gary Orren in honor of 
the special anniversary of 
Stuart Cole and Yael Miller; 
Judy Pollack in memory of 
Ruth B. Greenwood; Leiba 
and Marshall Frankel in 
celebration of Mindy Peckler’s 
heartfelt dedication to the 
Temple Emanuel Sisterhood; 
Fran and Stephen 
Novakoff in memory of 
Judith Miriam Cantor; Dr. 
Ernest Picard in memory 
of Dr. Julius Picard; Mady 
and Bruce Donoff In honor 
of the birth of Isadora Fen 
Colchamiro and in memory of 
Sally Buchalter; Rhoda and 
Ronald Sarver in memory 
of Samuel Sarver; Roberta 
Greenberg in memory of 
Frances Cantor

DONATIONS
Temple Emanuel gratefully 
acknowledges the generous 
donations to our synagogue 
funds. To learn more about 
the variety of funds and 
ways of supporting the 
synagogue’s ongoing efforts, 
please call the office 
@ (617) 558-8100.
Aaron Bell Student 
Cantorial Arts Fund
Harriet Bell in memory of 
Rebecca Goldstein

Abraham and Rose 
Freedman Education 
Fund
Ruth and Jon Tepper in 
honor of the b’not mitzvah of 
Alyssa and Sarah Feinberg

Adult Education Fund
Louise Wolfe to support 
Adult Education Programs; 
Marilyn Buchenholz in 
memory of Mina R. Newman; 
Eli Schneider in memory of 
Mary Schneider

Anita and David 
Granoff Fund to 
Encourage Teen Torah 
Readers
Mickey Breslau, Barbara 
Poplack, Margot and 
Fred Kann in honor of the 
special anniversary of Anita 
and David Granoff; Esther 
Feldberg in memory of 
Harry Granofsky; Lillian 
Garber in memory of 
Dr. Robert and Blossom 
Kirschbaum

Barouh and Channah 
Berkovits Daily Minyan 
Fund
Channah Berkovits in 
memory of Barouh Berkovits; 
Lois and Abbott Miller, 
Rachel and Michael Miller, 
Linda and Kenneth Rice in 
honor of the special birthday 
of Channah Berkovits

Bereavement Support 
Fund
Leslie Shapiro in memory 
of Irving Hochberg; Douglas 
Cahn in memory of Herbert 
Lewis Cahn; Ray Erlich in 
memory of Sam Goldberg; 
Ruth Evans Harris in 
memory of Nettie Carmen; 
Roslyn Gill Heafitz in 
memory of Norman N. Gill; 
Vicki Isman in memory of 
Herbert Kurtzman; Mark 
Ostrowsky in memory of 
Jack Ostrowsky; Dr. Allan 
Ropper in memory of Igo 
Ropper; Ernest Wantman 
in memory of Max Wantman; 
Paula Gervis in memory of 
Marilyn Trigger

CONDOLENCES TO:
Linda Webb on the 
death of her beloved 
mother, Roberta Karlin
Shari Oken on the 
death of her beloved 
father, Neil Millman
Allan Ropper on the 
death of his beloved 
mother, Dr. Nelly 
Ropper
Marlene Yudelman 
on the death of her 
beloved mother, 
Pauline Shear
Lauri Gervis on the 
death of her beloved 
mother, Marilyn Trigger
Georgette Boucai 
on the death of her 
beloved father, Naaim 
Sheeri
Ken Slater on the death 
of his beloved mother, 
Shirley Slater
Linda Gelda on the 
death of her beloved 
brother, Jay Comenitz
Alan Nissenbaum 
on the death of his 
beloved mother, 
Rhoda Nissenbaum
Janet Halpern on the 
death of her beloved 
father, Ernst Halpern
Mark Davis on the 
death of his beloved 
father, Joseph Davis
Guy Rabinowitz on the 
death of his beloved 
father, Zelig Rabinowitz
Sarah Jallow on the 
death of her beloved 
mother, Cynthia 
Katzman Bowlby
Meredith Verdone on 
the loss of her beloved 
father, William B. Maren
Lisa Hills on the loss 
of her beloved father, 
Paul I. Berman
Peter Meyersohn 
on the death of 
his beloved sister, 
Charlotte Leibowitz

A Dream Fulfilled
by Ruth Tepper with input from Eden, Audrey, and Maddy

Cantor Rosemberg grew up in a small synagogue in Argentina. The only 
clergy was a student rabbi, Marcelo Bronstein, who later became the rabbi at B’nai 
Jeshurun in New York City. Because there was no cantor, Rabbi Bronstein trained 
several teens including Elias to lead the Friday night service. Elias says,“The first 
time I sang in the service I felt something in my heart and soul. I knew that was 
WHAT I wanted for my life. My hope and dream was that one day I would be  
able to be a Hazzan at a great congregation where I would have the chance to 
train teens to lead services in the same way that Rabbi Bronstein trained and 
guided me.”

Eden Diamond, a senior at Washington University in St. Louis; Audrey Bloom, 
a freshman at Stanford in Palo Alto; and Maddy Ranalli, a junior at Newton North 
are three teen singers who have answered some questions about what it has been 
like to be a part of the Shabbat Alive! team.

Eden, in addition to taking vocal and piano lessons, participated in the a 
cappella group, Shenaniganns, as the lead in the Jazz Band and in musicals at 
Gann Academy. Currently she is a soloist, vocal percussionist, choreographer 
and president of Wash U’s premier co-ed a cappella group, Mosaic Whispers. She 
explained that training for Shabbat Alive! consisted of listening to recordings and 
meeting with Elias. Working with Elias was “always a great experience. He is so 
kind and a great teacher.” Her most spiritual experiences have been in synagogues 
in Israel that “focus on community participation in heartfelt niggunim.” Therefore, 
she was thrilled that our cantor developed this service and allowed her to combine 
music and religion with melodies she loved in Kabbalat Shabbat, her favorite 
service.

Her advice for teens who might be nervous about taking on Shabbat Alive! is 
to remember “it is not a performance; it is communal prayer. You should be a 
leader in encouraging congregational participation rather than seeing yourself as a 
soloist in a performance opportunity.”

Audrey attended the Winsor School where she sang with the selective chorus 
and an a cappella group. Currently she is not in an organized singing group 
but lives in an arts focused dorm “where there is lots of singing and music all 
the time.” Audrey sang with Shabbat Alive! beginning in 8th grade because she 
“wanted a way to remain connected Jewishly and to the TE community.” Elias had 
been her bat mitzvah tutor and “working with him has always been a pleasure. His 

impressive musicality and unfaltering warmth drew me into the seat next to his 
on the bimah. Setting aside one hour on a Friday night to sing, pray, and just be 
present was incredibly cathartic for me.”

Maddy began training for Shabbat Alive! shortly after having become a bat 
mitzvah in 2012. She was a bit apprehensive, but eventually agreed. Maddy 
explained that, “similar to Bat Mitzvah training, Elias stressed the importance of 
learning to learn, not learning to simply be prepared. I had to stumble through 
each verse in Hebrew before I sang it, which pushed me out of my comfort zone, 
but prepared me at the same time.” She is in the honors classical choir, Family 
Singers, a jazz vocal ensemble and has appeared in musicals at North. Maddy feels 
that “no matter how stressful the week has been, it is always an escape I can count 
on for incredible people and beautiful music. The atmosphere never fails to make 
me and everyone there happy.”

And if you are thinking about participating in Shabbat Alive!, our teen singers 
are very reassuring. They admit that being nervous is okay – “We all have messed 
up, but Friday night congregants are possibly the most forgiving audience you 
could ever sing for! Everyone who comes is appreciative and adoring of your 
singing and your commitment to the community.”

When Elias sings with one of the twenty-three teens he has trained, some who 
have graduated, gone on to college and sometimes come back and sing on breaks, 
or those who are still in high school, he realizes that his dream has come true.

Our Congregation 
has sustained the loss 

of our members

HELENA “HONEY” ENTE
RHODA NISSENBAUM

BETH KATCHER

May their memory 
always be 

for a blessing.

Eden Diamond  Audrey Bloom Maddy Ranalli
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SYNAGOGUE 101 with Cantor Rosemberg
3 sessions. Dates: January 16, 30, and February 6 from 8:00 pm – 9:00 pm. Everything 
you ever wanted to know about Synagogue life and you were afraid to ask! Why 
do we wear a Kippah and Tallit? What are the different prayers? Why do we stand at 
services? When do we say Kaddish for a loved one and many others…Join Hazzan 
Elias to get your questions answered. No previous background in Hebrew or Jewish 
education is necessary. There is no fee for this course, but registration is preferred so 
we may prepare sufficient learning materials!

CHANTING SHIR HASHIRIM (Song of Songs) with Dan Nesson
Mondays, February 5, 12, 26 from 8:00 pm – 9:00 pm. Sacred moments are enhanced 
by sound; the blasts of the Shofar, specific melodies for Shabbat and High Holy 
Days. Unique to the Festivals is the chanting of different Megillot (scrolls): Kohelet 
for Sukkot, Shir HaShirim for Pesach, and Ruth for Shavuot. Come learn the trope for 
these ancient scrolls. No fee.

TE Community Havdalah & Movie Night!
Saturday evening, January 27, 2018 | 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
5:15  Light dinner for all
5:45  Havdalah Service with Cantor Rosenberg 

and Religious School Bet 2nd graders
6:00  It’s Movie Time! Grab some movie munchies and pick a film

For Kids and Families: MOANA!
A musical adventure film about a spirited teen who sets sail on a daring mission to 
prove herself a master wayfinder and fulfill her ancestors’ unfinished quest.

For Adults: LOS ABANDONADOS
Prior to 9/11, the Western Hemisphere’s most destructive terrorist attack occurred 
in 1994 in Buenos Aires, Argentina where 85 people lost their lives. This is a story 
of international intrigue – it links a nexus among Iranian terrorists, regional 
dynamics, corruption at the highest levels of Argentine government, and asks: Will 
justice ever be served for those responsible?

Both films will be screened from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
No fee but must RSVP by January 24th to 
www.templeemanuel/havdalah&movienight

Double Naches
by Alyssa and Sarah Feinberg

Alyssa and Sarah Feinberg, twin sisters, shared their bat mitzvah journey with us. 

How did you feel when you began the process of learning for the B’not Mitzvah? 
When we first began the process of learning for our B’not Mitzvah, we were a 
little nervous, but also very excited. We had been to a number of B’nei mitzvahs 
before and seeing how happy our friends felt on their Bar/Bat Mitzvah day made 
us look forward to experiencing it too.

Who tutored you and did you learn trope? Our tutor was Dan Nesson and he 
taught us trope. We first learned our Haftarah and then our Torah portions. In 
the couple of months before our B’not Mitzvah we practiced leading prayers for 
the Shacharit service with Dan and Cantor Rosemberg.

Was there anything hard about the process? There were a few challenging 
things. One hard thing was writing our Divrei Torah. It was intimidating at 
first but once we met with Rabbi Gardenswartz and started writing we felt less 
anxious about it.

What was your parsha about? Our parsha, Lech-Lecha, is about Abram and 
Sarai leaving their home to go on a journey to “the land that G-d will show 
them.” Abram didn’t know where his destination was, but he had faith that G-d 
would guide him. Abram and Sarai learned a lot along the way and after proving 
their moral characters and faith, Abram became Abraham and Sarai became 
Sarah and G-d fulfilled his promise to Abraham that he would be the father to a 
multitude of nations.

How did you get to your Divrei Torah? Before we started writing our Divrei 
Torah we met with Rabbi Gardenswartz and reviewed the parsha with him. He 
asked us questions about our interests and we found ways we could tie them 
together with the parsha. By the end, we each came up with an outline. Alyssa: 
I am interested in technology, so after we met, I looked up ways to connect 
technology to my parsha. Sarah: When I first read my parsha and learned that 
it was about when Sarai’s name gets changed to Sarah (and I am often asked if I 
spell my name with an “h”), I was excited to write about the meaning of names in 
Judaism and the significance of adding a “heh” to Sarai’s name.”

Were you nervous getting up in front of such a big audience? We remember 
on the morning of our B’not Mitzvah, before we were at the Temple, we were 
nervous. When we arrived at the Temple, we went into Rabbi Robinson’s office. 
She spoke with us and said a few blessings which made us feel less nervous 
and even more excited about what was to come. When we went on the bimah 
to chant our first prayer, all our nerves went away. We will never forget the 
feeling of the congregation singing along with us and feeling the support of the 
community.

Looking back, what is the best thing you learned during the process? Looking 
back, the best thing we learned during the process was to enjoy the journey 

(and not just because our parsha was 
Lech-Lecha.) As much as we loved 
the actual day of our B’not Mitzvah, 
we loved the journey too because we 
learned a lot along the way. We also felt 
more connected to the Temple Emanuel 
community. We enjoyed getting to know 
the Rabbis, Cantor, and our tutor, Dan 
Nesson.

Did anything surprise you? We were 
surprised about how much we loved our 
weekly lessons.

Would you be willing to read Torah again in the future? In the future, we 
would love to read Torah. We enjoyed both learning and reading it on Shabbat 
morning.

What advice would you give kids who are just embarking on the process? Our 
advice to other kids is just to enjoy the learning process, take in the journey, and 
remember one of our favorite quotes (which we used in one of our Divrei Torah): 
“Life is like a camera: focus on what’s important, capture the good times, develop 
from the negatives, and if things don’t work out, take another shot! In other 
words, never give up!”

Alyssa and Sarah Feinberg at their B’not Mitzvah 
rehearsal

Sixth grade families came together on 
Shabbat morning, November 11th, for 
services and shared an aliyah. At lunch, 
Rabbi Gardenswartz led an exercise which 
helped adults and kids focus on their 
hopes and dreams for their bar or bat 
mitzvah. Raina explained that “I am so 
busy with school and other activities, that 
up until now I haven’t focused on my Bat 
Mitzvah. I value having family and friends 
together, and celebrating with the special 
people in my life.” 

Parents and kids had differing opinions 
on what was most important. Some kids 
said the party was most important while 
parents thought “generation to generation” 
was. There were three dads, Paul Sternburg, 
Adam Weitzman, and Jonathan Bornstein 
who were bar mitzvah boys at Temple 
Emanuel, who spoke about how special 
it is that their daughters will carry on the 
tradition at their fathers’ temple.

The children also had discussions, fun 
and games with Rabbi Aliza, Wayne and 
Gabby. Jacob said, “It was good to be with 
friends for a full day shul-in. I got closer to 
some and made some new friends. I shared 
that I watch a Christian Gaming You-tuber 
who talks about relaxing and spending 
time on Shabbat with his Jewish friend. He 
wishes he could celebrate weekly! I know I 
am lucky because I get to do that with my 
family and friends!”

The kids stayed on and parents returned 
for dinner and Havdalah with the cantor. 
Stephanie said, “I always love Havdalah. 
We don’t do it at home, yet each of us finds 
peace with this short but sweet service.”

After dinner, the group watched the 
episode of “Blackish” in which the eldest 
daughter tells the family that she does not 
believe in God. Her family was shocked 
and tried to change her mind. Rabbi Aliza 
led a discussion about our beliefs in God 
and how our ideas may change over time. 
Stephanie commented that this discussion 
never would have happened where and 
when she grew up!

Along with the Shul-in and learning 
Torah, Stephanie believes that TE does 
a great job in preparing children for 
becoming Jewish adults. The Gemilut 
Chasadim projects offer young teens 
hands-on opportunities to help in 
the world.

The Weitzmans started volunteering 
when their son, Mark, began the Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah program and they have continued 
serving dinner on Christmas Day at the 
Mass Ave. Baptist Church every year. “It 
reminds us that we have the ability to 
include Tikkun Olam in our lives.”

The bar/bat mitzvah ceremony is only 
a day, but it marks the day on which your 
child enters the Jewish community with 
adult responsibilities. Both parents and 
kids need to remind themselves that it is 
not about “the one day,” but the journey.

Sixth Grade Shul-In Shabbat, continued from page 1
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