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Housing Wants (Of The Past) 

What do people look for in housing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cartoonist Nick Galifianakis illustrates the steep sale on the traditional 
American Dream  



Housing Wants (Of Today) 

• Homeownership rates continue to decrease for all age 
groups, except those over 75.  
• Historical rates north of 69% 

• 2015 rate of 64% 

• By 2030, projections are 61.3% 
  

• 2030 home ownership projections:  
• Whites – 70% 

• African Americans -40% 

• Hispanics – 48% 
  

• 65+ households - increase from 25.8 million in 2010 to 
35.4 million in 2020 and to 45.7 million in 2030.  
• 71% of older households want to be within walking distance of 

transit 

 



Demographic Shifts 

• Singles will be the new majority in the US 

• Half the population will be non-white by 2050 

• In 2015, Millennial population will be 75.3 Million 
and become the largest group overtaking the Baby 
Boomers 

• With immigration adding to its group more than any 
other, the Millennial population is projected to peak 
in 2036 at 81.1 Million 

• Demographic groups growing most quickly (older, 
non-family, non-white) have historically used transit 
in higher numbers 

 



How does this relate to TOD? 

Transit-oriented development, or TOD, is a type of 
community development that includes a mixture of 
housing, office, retail and/or other amenities 
integrated into a walkable neighborhood and located 
within a half-mile of quality public transportation.  

 

Successful TOD provides people from all 
walks of life with convenient, affordable 
and active lifestyles and create places 
where our children can play and our 
parents can grow old comfortably. 



Housing Wants of Today 

“When asked what would strengthen their local 
economy, two-thirds believe that investing in schools, 
transportation choice, walkability, and key community 
features is the best way.… For both Millennials and 
Active Boomers, including those living in today’s 
suburbs, walkability is in high demand.”  

APA Investing in Place Report 2014 

 

 

 



Quality of Place 

• Efficiency 

• Diversity 

• Activity 

• Quality 

• Safety 

 

 



Role of Transportation 

Public transportation is both a commodity and 
an amenity. Quality transportation must 
provide: 

   Critical Mass 

 Reliability 

 Connectivity to downtowns 



Examples of TOD in NJ 


