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INTRODUCTION 

After our first aerial photography ebook we noticed a 
near-immediate shift in the quality of photos posted on 
the #fly3dr hashtag and submitted to us for publication 
on social media. Not only were interested users reading 
the ebook, they were also putting what they read into 
action, and it led to better content across the board. 

Even though this ebook is supported by 3DR, we mean 
for it to be useful for any drone owner Some sections 
may mention modes or settings specific to Solo, but 
overall we set out to compile a project useful for anyone 
serious about getting great photos from the sky. 

After the last book, we heard you loud and clear: you 
wanted to learn more about how the best out there 
shoot and edit, so we’ve made that the centerpiece of 
this book. I’m especially excited about the lineup of 
professionals we interviewed for this edition. They 
represent a range of styles of both shooting and editing, 
and their images will show you just how diverse aerial 
perspectives can get. The featured artists here shoot 
mostly on Solo, with the exception being Dirk, but we 
believe everyone’s work can be inspiring, no matter the 
platform they, or you, use. 

We hope you enjoy the read and find it useful. If there’s 
anything you’d like to learn about in the next edition, feel 
free to drop me a line on social media! 

-Oren    instagram.com/orenmeetsworld  

http://instagram.com/orenmeetsworld


SHANNON STENT 
When did you first start flying drones? Solo is my first 
“real” drone. I practiced with cheap toy drones to get 
familiar with the controls, and that made the switch to 
Solo super easy. I was one of the first to pre-order Solo, 
which gave me a few months to fine tune my flying skills 
while I waited for it to arrive. I’ve had Solo for almost a 
year now, so I’m still quite new to the aerial photography 
thing; however, the intuitive nature of Solo makes it really 
easy to focus on shooting rather than flying. 

What’s your favorite location you've ever shot from 
the air? I live in the southwest of Western Australia, near 
Margaret River. It is one of the most spectacular and 
photogenic places in the world. I’ve got so many 
beautiful locations close to home, but Sugarloaf Rock 
near Cape Naturaliste would have to be up there. 

What do you consider your visual style? I love vibrant 
colors. I also really like exploring the different textures on 
the landscape that you can only get with aerial 
photography. When I’m not shooting aerials, I’m a 
professional wedding photographer, where my style is 
quite moody and atmospheric. Aerial photography gives 
me the chance to explore brighter and more colorful 
scenes.



Any odd or interesting stories while flying drones? 
I’ve helped fishermen locate schools of Australian 
salmon during our annual salmon migration. The 
fishermen wait on the shore for hours for the fish to 
arrive, but on overcast days the fish can be very hard to 
see from shore. I was able to fly around the point and 
show them the size of the school and the direction it 
was traveling. They were pretty amazed by the 
possibilities.



What software do you primarily use to edit photos?  
I use Lightroom for all of my photography post 
processing; I rarely need to use Photoshop for aerial 
stills. For panoramas I use AutoPano Giga, and when I’m 
working on aerial video I use Final Cut Pro. 



Any plugins, presets, tips or tricks you find 
particularly valuable for editing aerials? I like things 
to be square and in correct perspective, so I always try 
to remove any warping from wide angle lenses; you can 
do this easily in Lightroom. Shooting in good natural light 
is always key, too, and careful processing can transform 
a good photo into a great piece of art. I have some 
base presets I use for aerial photography and video, but 
most images require individual processing.



What other kinds of art do you create? I’m a 
professional wedding photographer, which I love. I really 
enjoy photographing people and capturing the emotion 
on such a special occasion. I also love water 
photography, particularly surf; I think I’m addicted to 
taking pictures of the ocean. 

What are the top places on your bucket list for photo 
and video? Iceland, yes please and thank you. 

Who inspires you artistically? I’ve got to be a bit of a 
hippy here and say mother nature. I get mesmerised 
watching the amazing things in nature, and I feel like I’ve 
been put here to capture them. 



Whats your favorite project you've worked on with 
drones? I really like my latest film project “The Bird And 
The Sea” which I filmed entirely on Solo in one afternoon. 
I wanted to create something a little different to the 
usual surf clip. Something that would appeal to anyone, 
not just surfers. All of the elements came together for 
some perfect tow surfing conditions in Margaret River 
with Dave Delroy and Lief Mulick. 

Social: 
Instagram: instagram.com/shannon_stent_images/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
shannonstentimgs/ 
Website: www.shannonstentimages.com 

Videos: 
The Bird And The Sea: https://vimeo.com/169803911 
Flight: https://vimeo.com/142089919

http://instagram.com/shannon_stent_images/
https://www.facebook.com/shannonstentimgs/
http://www.shannonstentimages.com/
https://vimeo.com/169803911
https://vimeo.com/142089919


FILTERS GUIDE 
Filters are an easy way to improve your footage if you’re 
photos are marred by your flying conditions. Bright 
sunlight, glare, lens flare, clouds -- all these naturally 
occurring conditions can be mitigated with the right 
filter. I recommend Polar Pro, one of the highest 
regarded names in filters (and a Made for Solo 
partner); they offer both polarizing and ND filters for 
GoPro and multiple popular drone models. Information 
on some of their popular filter types is below, and you 
can learn more at polarpro.com (who also provide the 
descriptions below). 

Polarizer Filter 
The Polarizer Filter is perfect for reducing glare and 
improving color saturation. When you’re taking photos 
with a drone, a large amount of light is reflected off the 
ground and back up towards the camera; the Polarizer 
reduces the amount of this glare, leaving the most crisp 
footage possible. The Polarizer can also be used to slow 
the camera’s shutter speed by 1.6 stops, especially 
useful for night photos with the Hero4. 

http://www.polarpro.com


Neutral Density 2-Stop  
This is probably the most common filter for filming 
outdoors or from the sky. The 2-stop ND filter reduces 
the camera’s shutter speed by 2 stops, which smooths 
out quadcopter video by reducing rolling shutter 
(commonly referred to as the Jell-O effect). The 2-Stop 
ND is also used for reducing lens flare while shooting into 
the sun, as well as for toning down highlights while 
filming outdoors. We usually use the 2-Stop ND filter 
when it is partly cloudy, and during the early morning or 
evening hours. This filter can also be used to slow down 
the shutter speed while shooting in Night Mode on the 
Hero4 for more balanced exposures.  

Neutral Density 3-Stop  
The 3-Stop ND filter is designed for filming in very bright 
conditions. This filter reduces severe rolling shutter for 
video and smooths out high-vibration quadcopter 
footage. Use the 3-Stop ND filter when filming during the 
middle of a sunny day or to reduce the shutter speed to 
create motion blur.  



SAAM GABBAY 
When did you first start flying drones? 
I was an RC kid and built balsa gliders and some of my 
own inventions when I was growing up. I didn’t really fly 
for a couple of decades until my I got my first 
quadcopter, which was a Syma X5C I got in December 
of 2014 for $60. I remember putting the included micro-
SD card into my laptop to watch our first footage and 
saw that the first clip was of the factory in China with 
the camera pointed to the word “TEST” along with live 
sound of the factory floor. It was awesome, like getting 
a message in the bottle. Would have been hilarious if it 
said “HELP” instead! My friend and I played games with 
the Syma, like take-offs and landings between two bar 
stools indoors. Getting the Syma back, if I was lucky 
enough not to fly it out of range, was always a surprise 
because it didn’t have live video so each SD card was 
like developing film at 1-hour photo after you shot. :) 
The Solo was my first real drone and I was in the first 
batch of people to receive one around May of 2015.



What’s your favorite location you've ever shot from 
the air? 
I think I have different types of favorite shots. My Solo is 
kind of my everyday carry: It’s always in my car and I’ve 
traveled the globe with it; the case is covered in luggage 
tags. Even if the shot didn’t come out that well, 
sometimes the mere location is exciting, like when I 
filmed in Jericho, Palestine when it was 127 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Sometimes it can be in my own town like a 
recent shot of a woman praying on the rooftop of a 
Hollywood building, wearing all white, with a massive 
billboard of Hustler right behind her. My most recent shot 
over the Dead Sea and was probably a stand-out. I flew 
across the mineral formations near where they mine the 
water. It barely felt like it was on this planet.



What do you consider your visual style? 
I combine improvisation and intimacy. Clients and collectors 
both remark that there is a distinct feeling of “being there” that 
my images create that goes beyond mere documentation. I 
make images using my body sensations as a guide and 
largely turn my agenda-mind off. I try to make images that are 
formal and geometric as much as they are soulful and 
communicative. This is true no matter what I’m filming or 
shooting, or with what device, and is a feeling that I especially 
try to express in my documentary films. 



What are the top places on your bucket list for photo 
and video? 
I feel that a top place is really nothing if it’s not with the 
right people, whether clients or friends. That’s what really 
makes me feel inspired. Given a choice though I would 
love to fly over Iran, Iceland and Antarctica. No doubt.



Any odd or interesting stories while flying drones? 
I recently spent 35 days filming an observational 
documentary about Israeli tech guru Bruno Guez. Most of 
the filming was in France and Israel and I did a good 
amount of research on drone laws in both countries 
before arriving. From all accounts, it was okay to fly in 
France as long as it wasn't over people; surprisingly, 
Israel had more relaxed laws and an inexpensive way to 
get a license within a day. When I was in Paris, the Seine 
River was flooding to record levels. I was crossing one of 
the bridges on a morning run when I noticed what was 
going on. The trees that were planted along the sidewalk 
now seemed to be growing right out of the river. I 
sprinted home to grab my Solo and confidently took off 
from the middle of the bridge right over the water; the 
river was so high that it had no boat traffic or human 
traffic on it. A small crowd gathered behind me to see 
the perspective I had on the flood, and when I had Solo 
up around 75 feet, I got a tap on the shoulder and was 
greeted by three officers. I was asked, “What the F are 
you doing?” in the most polite yet stern way a French 
person can do this, and was told that no matter what my 
research indicated, Paris is a strict no-fly-zone. This was 
not revealed in any of my web searches and I explained 
in my toddler-French (I lived there when I was 8) that I 
had done my best to follow the law and did not find that 
restriction, smiling wildly in the meantime. As I flew Solo 
back, I tried to tilt the camera down to see the officers, 
which I timed exactly to when I said, “Pardon me 
gentlemen, could you kindly stand back while I land?” In 
the shot you can see the three uniformed men quickly 
backtracking from me as the drone gets closer. While I 
was landing I tilted the camera back up so that the last 
shot is three pairs of french army boots. They were very 
nice to me, but it was terrifying. :) 



What software do you primarily use to edit photos? 
Stills: 90% Adobe Lightroom, 10% Photoshop if I’m on the 
desktop. I have sold my Solo prints at a recent art exhibit 
in Los Angeles with some printed at 60” wide.  If I’m 
editing on the phone, then I use SKRWT to remove fisheye 
on iOS and then Lightroom Mobile with a few presets. I 
may use Snapseed on iOS depending on what I need to 
do to the image.   

Video: I use Adobe Premiere, Adobe Media Encoder (I 
don’t like how slowly 4K is handled in premiere so I 
transcode to ProRes), and Adobe After Effects. I also use 
Davinci Resolve though I have very rudimentary 
knowledge of it currently.  On iOS I use Spark (by IDEO), 
Adobe Clip, iMovie and an awesome app called 
Chromatic to do my grading. 



What other kinds of art do you create?   
I started out in motion graphics and was the founder of 
one of the first motion graphics companies in the US. I 
was always making films, making music, scoring, doing 
sound design, making furniture, planes, even radio 
controlled boats. Right now most of my non-commerical 
work is photography (film panoramics on the 
Hasselblad XPAN Ii and aerials using Solo) and sound 
collaborations with non-American singers. My most 
recent spot was about a young girl who was born with 
cerebral palsy. After a combination of treatments, which 
included getting infused with her own stem cells, she 
was able to walk and dance.



Any plugins, presets, tips or tricks you find 
particularly valuable for editing aerials? 
I think I have habits more than I have tricks or tips. 
Sometimes I remove all distortion and sometimes I want 
a bubble, it depends on the feeling I’m after. Most of my 
images are custom tweaked and I spend a decent 
amount of time in my edit. For stills I set the GoPro on 
spot meter and under-expose by 1/2 stop. I hate blown 
out whites, especially on waves. 



Who inspires you artistically? 
I really admire directors like Alejandro Jodorowsky and 
Yorgos Lanthimos who use filmmaking in an untethered 
and free, almost surrealistic way, but still are able to 
release it to the general public. It takes serious balls, 
stamina and commitment to bring unconventional 
projects to life. Those guys and the literally thousands of 
unknown people who surprise my feed in the mornings 
on Vimeo, Nowness and Instagram. I often find myself 
wanting to intern for an 18-year-old filmmaker in some 
small city I have never heard of before.



Whats your favorite project you've worked on with 
drones? 
I was hired to do creative consulting and filming on the 
Batman v. Superman Blueray DVD by MobScene and 
director Eric Matthies, who is an incredibly talented 
documentary filmmaker and free-thinker on top of his 
commercial work. I flew Solo indoors over the Batmobile 
and through the production studio of Dennis McCarthy, 
who also built all the Fast and Furious cars as well as the 
Back to the Future Delorean, all of which were in the 
studio as I flew past them in a slow aerial pan. Designer 
Patrick Tatopoulos penned the initial Batmobile design 
on the back of a napkin, and I got to meet him. I even 
got to chase the Batmobile at a race track using Solo. 
Had to wait 10 months to share that news on my feed, 
though. THAT was tough. :) 

Social 
Website: saamphoto.com 
Instagram: instagram.com/saamgabbay/ 
Vimeo: vimeo.com/saam 

http://saamphoto.com/
https://www.instagram.com/saamgabbay/
https://vimeo.com/saam


DRONES FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
LIGHTING 
The creative potential of drones isn’t limited to a camera. 
We recently worked with lighting experts Fiilex to integrate 
an aerial light with Solo. The power of an aerial lighting 
system comes down to this: With only the contents of a 
backpack, even in the middle of nowhere, you can 
transform a black abyss into a fully-lit scene. This section 
focuses on using aerial lighting as a multi-purpose tool for 
illuminating ground photography. The examples shown are 
all shot on a 3DR Solo with the Fiilex AL250 aerial light for 
Solo.  

Images Credit - Reuben Wu - instagram.com/itsreuben 
Project Info - wired.com/2016/04/reuben-wu-lux-noctis-
drone-lighting-brings-deserts-otherworldly-side/

https://www.instagram.com/itsreuben/
http://www.wired.com/2016/04/reuben-wu-lux-noctis-drone-lighting-brings-deserts-otherworldly-side/


1. Set light from any angle, with quick testing. The 
eminent mobility of drone lighting has many benefits. 
For one, no more hauling around lights and stands to 
test different angles and heights -- a pain with a small 
team, and extremely time-consuming with a single 
photographer. Instead, put the drone in the air and fly to 
find the perfect set lighting; you can even review inside 
your camera monitor as you fly. With Solo’s multipoint 
cablecam function, you can set a point to automatically 
return to when you need to come down to swap 
batteries, or set up a lighting track that you can repeat 
again and again, even if you return to the location at a 
later date. 

2. "Light paint" background items for definition. If 
you're working with long exposure photos, flying a light 
over or around distant items such as buildings and 
mountains allows you to paint them, adding definition 
and altering the dynamics and feel. 



3.Combine exposures to light foreground and 
background separately. Want to use lighting to add 
depth and dynamics to your shots? For instance, strong 
lighting on an object in front of the frame, then highlights 
far in the background. Take your time to set and capture 
the lighting you want -- plan it out in advance with care, 
or try multiple takes in a flight so that you have more to 
work with in post -- and then combine the photos when 
it's time to edit. 

4. Simulate moon lighting. Just let Solo hover with the 
light pointed towards your subject to mimic moonlight. 

5. Composite lighting. Comping multiple exposures 
gives you the flexibility to pick and choose the best 
elements of each exposure, allowing you to create the 
exact image you want. Check out how artist Reuben Wu 
takes this to the extreme with his masterfully composed 
photos taken with the Fiilex light on Solo, and a Phase 
One camera.



DIRK DALLAS 
What was the inspiration behind starting your website?
#fromwhereidrone started off as just a fun hashtag I 
would put at the end of my drone photos when I first 
started sharing them on Instagram. One day after several 
months of using it, I actually clicked on it and discovered 
hundreds of drone photographers using it as well. I was 
super inspired by all the amazing work I was discovering, 
so I decided to start a account called @fromwhereidrone 
to feature all the amazing pictures I was coming across. As 
that started to grow people began reaching out to me on 
a weekly basis asking all types of questions from what 
drone they should get to what settings should they should 
be using for capturing video. It was at that point that I 
figured there were probably more people that had these 
same questions, so I decided to create a website with 
content that anybody could learn from and be inspired by. 
 



When you’re at a location, do you plan your shots out 
in advance, or search while you’re there?  I always try to 
scout a location and check out the flying conditions before 
taking off. I wrote a post called “7 Must-Have Apps for 
Drone Pilots” which includes some of my favorite apps that 
help make me a better informed pilot. So I usually have a 
good idea of what I can expect once I arrive at a location. 
However, I do know that things can change and don't 
always go as planned. That is why I like to be open to what 
a location might have for me. Many times the shot I didn’t 
plan to capture ends up being my favorite because either 
an interesting subject pops into view or the light and 
shadows appear different than what I expected. 

Favorite smart phone apps: 
UAV Forecast, Google Earth, Priime, SKRWT 

http://fromwhereidrone.com/7-must-have-apps-for-drone-pilots/


What are stylistic or composition elements you lean on 
when shooting aerial photos? 
When I look back on my feed it is pretty clear that I like 
symmetry. My photos tend to be very graphic in nature 
which is probably a result of my graphic design 
background. I like to look for interesting patterns, lines, 
contrast and color combinations. I also like to shoot late in 
the day to get softer light, which results in longer, more 
interesting shadows. 

What’s your favorite location you’ve shot from the air?  
I would have to say Iceland. It’s always been a 
photographer’s playground but I haven’t seen too much of 
Iceland from the air. So when I got to take my drone there 
this past winter I was in heaven. The only bummer is the 
weather in Iceland is pretty insane and unpredictable. 





Any plugins, presets, tips or tricks you 
find particularly valuable for editing aerials?  
I am a big fan of first organizing and processing my 
photos by using Adobe Lightroom. After that I like to 
transfer my photos onto my iPhone and edit with Priime, 
Lens Distortions and SKRWT. 

Do you treat editing for drone photos any different than 
your traditional photography? 
No I do not. And I think that is where many newbie drone 
photographers make their first mistake. I would like to 
encourage drone photographers to remember that a 
drone is just a newfound way to convey an idea or evoke 
an emotion. That is why it’s important not to forget basic 
photography principles. If you’re wondering what I mean I 
suggest studying things like the rule of thirds, leading lines, 
symmetry and patterns, then make images with your own 
unique perspective and edit. 

It’s also extremely important to find a subject to help focus 
the photo and aid in providing the viewer with some sense 
of scale. 

 



What are the top places on your bucket list for 
shooting aerials? 
I would love to shoot in Greece, Jordan, Turkey, Australia, 
Hawaii and Canada. 
 



 

Whats your favorite drone project you’ve done? 
I just launched a new YouTube drone education show in 
partnership with AdoramaTV. We have only recorded a 
couple videos, but there are much more planned for the 
year. This show is all about drone gear, unboxing videos, 
product reviews, tips and tutorials to help photographers 
and videographers successfully navigate each stage of 
evaluating, purchasing and using drones.   
  
 

http://www.adorama.com/alc/host/dirk-dallas


What tech are you excited to see integrated in drones? 
Like my iPhone, the main feature I care about each year is 
the specs of the new camera. So I want the camera 
options for my drones to get way better. Don’t get me 
wrong, being able to shoot stable 12MP RAW images up in 
the air is pretty incredible, but I am ready for my images to 
have better clarity and dynamic range. Next I would like to 
see unidirectional sense and avoid and more redundancy 
built-in so that I can think less about navigating and 
avoiding objects and more about capturing interesting 
imagery.  

What advice do you have for new drone 
photographers starting out?  What did you wish you 
knew when you got started? 
I wish I had found a community of people to learn from to 
avoid many of the mistakes I made early on. Another thing 
I would say is don’t just quickly consume good drone 
imagery online. Become a student and study the 
composition, lighting, angle, lines, editing, and story telling 
skills of someone whose work you look up to. Then ask lots 
of questions because curiosity leads to discovery. 



Behind the Shot - Desert Oasis 
I was out flying out in this big open desert space and I 
remember struggling to find a subject from the air. I 
didn’t have much time since the sun was starting to set 
so I thought about bringing the drone back in and just 
calling it a day. The light was so nice though that I 
decided to fly over one more small hill that was off in 
the distance over a mile away to see if there was 
anything interesting I wasn’t seeing from the ground. I 
then surprisingly came upon this house that was in the 
middle of the desert, and bingo, I found my subject, a 
beautiful oasis in the middle of the desert! This has 
been a good reminder to me to keep going and not 
give up in my search for finding an interesting subject 
because it might just be right around the corner.  



Behind the Shot - Viaduct 
This was more of a planned shot in which I used my “How to Find 
Awesome Drone Photography Locations” tips. Basically what I did 
was use Google Earth to scout all around an area I was staying at 
on a recent trip. I use this technique as a way to spot interesting 
patterns, lines and subjects and to get more familiar with an area 
before launching my drone in the area. This photo is an example of 
stumbling on something that is a little hard to spot if you are not at 
an elevated angle. Thanks to Google’s satellite imagery, this was 
easy to spot. Once I decided I wanted to capture this location from 
the air, I ended up figuring out what time the trains go by on this 
bridge and then timed my shoot accordingly.  

http://fromwhereidrone.com/how-to-find-awesome-drone-photography-locations/


Social 
https://www.instagram.com/dirka/ 
http://fromwhereidrone.com/ 
https://twitter.com/dirka 
https://www.instagram.com/fromwhereidrone/ 

https://www.instagram.com/dirka/
http://fromwhereidrone.com/
https://twitter.com/dirka
https://www.instagram.com/fromwhereidrone/


One of our favorite parts of Dirk’s website are the fantastic 
free resources he posts for drone pilots. The titles here link 
to the referenced resource. 

Lightroom Presets - A set of roughly a dozen Lightroom 
presets designed for aerials.  

Must-Have Apps for Drone Pilots - Weather, sun tracking, 
logs and more; simply a great list of apps for improving 
your pilot experience.  

Creative Editing in Lightroom with Graduated And Radial 
Filters - A great set of pro tips on using filters to improve 
your photos in post, put together with aerials in mind.                                           

Additional Links 
http://fromwhereidrone.com/8-tips-better-drone-
photography/ 
http://fromwhereidrone.com/getting-started-how-to-
edit-your-photos-in-adobe-lightroom/ 

DIRK’S ARTICLES 

http://fromwhereidrone.com/newsletter/
http://fromwhereidrone.com/7-must-have-apps-for-drone-pilots/
http://fromwhereidrone.com/making-creative-edits-with-adobe-lightrooms-graduated-filter-radial-filter/
http://fromwhereidrone.com/8-tips-better-drone-photography/
http://fromwhereidrone.com/getting-started-how-to-edit-your-photos-in-adobe-lightroom/


FOLLOW-ME FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY 



Follow drones are all the rage, but there are only a few 
that actually execute the flight well, and even fewer 
users who actually have put in the time to use this mode 
to its full potential. Here we’ll discuss our favorite 
strategies for using the unique properties of Follow to 
capture aerial photography. 

Disclaimer: Always remember the first rule of Follow 
(and a great first rule of any drone usage): Be aware of 
your surroundings! Set your heights, styles and 
navigation to account for anything you may run into, 
and continue to think about it as your flight continues.   

Burst for action sports 
The biggest challenge to capturing action sports 
photography is that the instant of the perfect photo is 
often a split second, and sometimes it can pass faster 
than you can press the shutter button. With Follow, you 
have the opportunity to not leave that capture to 
chance. Set your camera on burst or interval as quickly 
as you can, and just let it roll. You may have a lot of 
pictures to dig through, but you have a higher chance of 
the right shot.



Interval for long rides 
We call it “fire and forget.” Using a whole battery on your 
Follow journey in a vehicle going through a landscape? 
Set an interval photo for every few seconds and 
accumulate different shots on scenery. 

Get close 
Not every Follow shot has to be far and distant with the 
subject slightly in view. Try Follow from only 10-20 ft from 
a subject and you’ll get some awesome results. 

Get wide and crop 
Remember, especially if you’re shooting for social and 
web, 12mp wide gives you some room to play with on 
Follow. If you’re worried about rapid motion or scenery 
and want to make sure you can frame properly, keep 
the drone far back and crop in post.  

Swap positions 
There are multiple options in Follow mode on most 
drones, including following behind, in front, to either side, 
etc. On Solo, you also have the option to Orbit while you 
follow, circling the subject while the camera stays 
trained on it. Use all these options! Try the different 
angles and let the drone do the movement for you. It 
doesn’t all have to be from behind.  



Look at Me 
Think of this feature as a tripod in the sky, with the tripod 
head swiveling the camera to follow you wherever you 
go. Just pop Solo up in the air, put it into Follow, enter 
your Follow options (marked “…” on the Follow screen) 
and toggle “Look at me.” Solo will now stay locked in one 
place (as opposed to flying after you) while the camera 
keeps you in frame as you move. This is great if you 
want to create distance from the camera. 

Free Look  
Free Look turns Follow into an interactive filming 
experience: When you enter Free Look, Solo still follows 
your subject, but you now have full control of the 
camera. Pan and tilt freely to look anywhere you want 
while remaining completely confident in Solo’s position 
and directional heading. It’s similar to the Hollywood 
motion control of a Russian arm on the back of a truck: 
Virtually leash Solo to one vehicle, and swivel and tilt the 
camera manually to track the movements of even the 
most spontaneous subject. Plus, if Solo isn’t exactly 
where you need it, Free Look also allows you to adjust 
the copter’s position in space with a nudge of the 
controls. When you know exactly where the camera will 
be, you can plan shots with confidence and also react in 
the moment. 

Free Look use case: Let’s say you want to follow a 
subject driving an ATV. Have Solo follow your vehicle 
while your vehicle follows (or is near) the subject on the 
ATV. Control Solo from inside your vehicle, using the FPV 
video as guide. Go into Follow, toggle Free Look, and Solo 
is leashed to the vehicle you’re in. You now have 
complete control over the composition of your photo as 
you tail the ATV, putting the camera exactly where you 
want to put it while Solo flies along. This lets you do what 
no other Follow can: Actually compose your shots. You 
don’t always want a centered subject — this makes 
Follow much more visually interesting, and it turns your 
drone into a real photo tool.



JATI PUTRA 
Drone photography is an art form in such a nascent 
stage that I get physically excited thinking about it. The 
revolution began with putting small cameras in the sky, 
but falling costs, increasing sensor capabilities, and a 
burgeoning collaborative effort from the worldwide 
community have set the stage for an entire new creative 
field. 
One of the great benefits of using Instagram as a 
creative is that it’s so easy to find and connect with 
people who inspire you. When I saw Jati Putra’s 
incredible surrealist graphic design work on his IG feed 
(which was recommended to me by a friend), I 
immediately wondered what he could do with aerial 
photos — how would his surrealist approach impact an 
aerial canvas?

http://www.instagram.com/jatiputra




This collection is meant to encourage you to think 
outside of the photo... What artistic concepts can the 
aerial perspective help you create? How do you 
differentiate your aerials from the next photographer's? 
We encourage you to experiment and share the results 
with the hashtag #fly3dr.



COMPOSITION GUIDE: 
STRAIGHT DOWN 

The low shot: <50ft

Centered line 1/3rd grid line

Downward landscape

This is a guide for types of drone shots we enjoy, from a 
composition perspective. We hope you discover more 
ways to think about aerial angles. Things like getting low, 
finding lines and thinking about the position of the thirds 
of the photos make for wonderful variations for aerial 
photography.



COMPOSITION GUIDE: 
ANGLED 

Get low, <20ft Downward angle, no horizon

2/3rd sky 1/3rd sky

Right off the edge



CHRIS ROGERS 
Whats your favorite location you've ever shot from 
the air?  Skeleton Bay, Namibia 

What do you consider your visual style? GoPro; I only 
use GoPros for filming and photography. 

Any odd or interesting stories while flying drones?  
While filming wakeboarding in the Philippines some birds 
were mock dive-bombing the drone. They eventually 
took out a drone two days later, so we flew pretty low 
and close after that! 

What software do you primarily use to edit photos? 
Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop 

What are the top places on your bucket list for photo 
and video?  
Turks and Caicos islands, Maldives and the Swiss Alps 





Any plugins, presets, tips or tricks you find 
particularly valuable for editing aerials ?  
I find I usually add a bit more clarity and sharpness in 
post on my aerial shots compared to non-aerial shots.  

Who inspires you artistically?  
All my filmmaking friends who are always pushing it 
when it comes to putting out amazing content with 
unbelievable editing! Guys like Alexander Melissa, Matt 
Komo, Lukas Kusstatscher, and Sam Kolder. 

Whats your favorite project you've worked on with 
drones?  
Would have to be a trip to Skeleton Bay in Namibia to 
film the world’s best wave. Having a drone helped me 
capture surfing like never before. Plus you get to laugh 
at your feed on your phone when you follow someone 
getting barrelled on a wave for over 40 seconds! 

Social 
instagram.com/chrisrogersza 
www.youtube.com/user/TheSaffabru

http://instagram.com/chrisrogersza
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheSaffabru


PART 107 GUIDE 
A brief, high-level summary of the most important parts 
of Part 107, which governs commercial drone use in the 
US. If you shoot recreationally for fun (ie, unpaid), don't 
worry about everything here!  If you shoot for profit 
however, this is your guide to this years rule change. 

No exclusivity: The FAA is democratizing commercial 
drone use — no need to be a licensed pilot any longer. 
Take the   test at a testing center and you’re good to go. 

No overwhelming bureaucracy: Filing Section 333 
exemption requests is no longer necessary, and 
logging all flight data for the FAA is unnecessary. 

No jackassery: Yield to manned aircraft; don’t fly 
while under the influence; don’t fly over non 
participants; keep under 400’ (although this is 
waivable); maintain visual line of sight at all times; 
and fly outside restricted areas (use Site Scan’s 
airspace safety map to keep clear of restricted 
airspace). 

That’s it. Take the test, follow the rules, and you can fly 
commercially to provide safer, more efficient, real-time 
access to data. 



Our recommendations and some of the nitty gritty 
rules that applicants might want to know… 

STUDY. Start now. Wish I could provide a study guide 
here, but as you’ll see, you can’t just cobble one together 
if you’re not an aviation expert, which I am emphatically 
not. 

HOWEVER: The Study Buddy apps for Android and iOS 
are solid. Use those. 

Also, here’s the FAA’s own study guide for the part 107 
test. Helpful, but it’s only 60 sample questions. (The test 
itself also comprises 60 questions.) 

You have to take the course in person at an official 
testing center. Good news: There are 629 of them; find 
the location nearest you here. (Fun fact: There are 
testing centers in the outlying territories of Guam, Puerto 
Rico and St. Thomas.) 

Non-pilots DON’T have to take that course, but it’s a 
better study guide for the 107 test than the FAA’s 60-
question sample. 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.sportys.android.studybuddy.pvt
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/study-buddy-test-prep-faa/id414141811?mt=8
https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/test_questions/media/uag_sample_exam.pdf


Summary of the important regulations.You can hit 
up the FAA’s full summary here. 

- Maintain visual line of sight at all times. 
- Don’t fly over any human beings not directly 
participating in the operation. 
- Daylight-only operations (or civil twilight, which is 30 
minutes before official sunrise to 30 minutes after 
official sunset — check the Weather channel) with 
appropriate anti-collision lighting. 
- Don’t fly over 100 mph. 
- Max altitude of 400 feet above ground level (AGL) 
- No careless or reckless operations 
- Until international standards are developed, foreign-
certificated drone pilots have to get an FAA-issued 
remote pilot certificate with a small UAS rating. 



Fun fact: More than 90% of airports in the United States 
have no control tower (class G, “uncontrolled” airspace). 
Part 107 doesn’t require operators to communicate with 
them. You’re good if you take every precaution to avoid 
manned aircraft in the vicinity and fly responsibly. 
A non-certified pilot can operate a drone if supervised 
by a certified pilot, as long as the certified pilot can take 
over at any time. This is an especially welcome change 
for schools and drone classes, which had it pretty rough 
under the previous (technically current, as of this 
writing) regulations. 



Aircraft Requirements 
NO FAA airworthiness certificate required. But you’ve got 
to conduct a preflight check to make sure your drone is 
safe for operation. 
Part 107 doesn’t apply to model aircraft that satisfy all of 
the criteria specified in section 336 of Public Law 112-95. 

Finally, here’s a more detailed list of operations 
prohibited even if you have a 107 certificate. You’d 
need these authorized with a public COA, a special 
Section 333 Exemption or a SAC/COA combo meal. 

- Beyond visual line of sight 
- Power line inspections 
- Search and rescue 
- Night operations (including cinematography, athletic 
events, S&R, firefighting and inspections using thermal 
equipment in hot environments) 
- 55 pounds and heavier 
- Crop dusting 
- Higher than 400ft and 400ft away from the object 
- Over 100 MPH 
- Over humans



SKYPERTH 
When did you first start flying drones?  
I always liked “toys” that could fly. I had a few RC 
helicopters just for fun, and being passionate about 
photography, I couldn’t be more excited about the 
possibility to join drones and cameras. I started flying 
drones in October 2015, soon after the 3DR Solo with 
gimbal was available in Australia. Since then, the way I 
see things has completely changed.  
 



What’s your favorite location you've ever shot from 
the air?  
Living in Australia, it is quite hard to say that your 
favorite places for flying are not beaches. There are so 
many incredible spots with crystalline waters that 
picking just one would not be fair to the other places 
here. But if I have to choose a region, South Western 
Australia is definitely my choice: Magnificent natural 
sites for flying and enjoying with family and friends.   

What do you consider your visual style?  
Drones are changing how people see places and I 
would risk to say, new visual styles are being created 
daily by different artists (pilots). Flying drones is 
different from carrying a camera and taking pictures 
when you want, waiting for the perfect moment. You can 
plan each flight, study the location, have everything 
detailed in mind before take-off, but when you are up in 
the air everything is different and you have to react to 
so many variables, you need to think quickly and take 
the shot you really like. Therefore, I believe my visual 
style is quite related with what is pleasant to my eyes in 
the moment.



Any odd or interesting stories while flying drones?  
The interesting part of piloting a drone is the ability to fly 
over mesmerizing places and close to wonderful 
creatures. I’m not talking only about birds, which by the 
way are in ALL my shots, but also dolphins, fish, sea lions 
and others. There is no word to explain the feeling of 
freedom and possibility to capture singular moments 
that make drones stand out from traditional 
photography. Every mission has its particularities and 
challenges, giving you a shot of adrenaline and desire to 
plan the next one. I would say flying drones is highly 
addictive and from take-off till you land your aircraft, 
there will be always a different story to tell. It is hard to 
pick just one when you have already flown more than 
200 times.  





Any plugins, presets, tips or tricks you find 
particularly valuable for editing aerials?  
You can find many helpful tips for editing just by 
searching the net. Some stuff is really great, other stuff 
not so much, but to be honest, there is no right or wrong. 
In the beginning. I realized that with practice you will 
create your own process for editing pictures, which will 
get you the results you like. You have to have your own 
signature. The most useful plugin I found for Photoshop 
and Lightroom is the Nik Collection, which now is 
completely free.  Other thing I did, which helped me on 
editing, was to change the lens of my GoPro. I personally 
don’t like the eye fish effect and even using all the 
techniques to remove distortions, I generally was not 
satisfied with results. I do not recommend you remove 
your GoPro lens without professional help.    
 

https://www.google.com/nikcollection/




  
What other kinds of art do you create?   
I have a background in IT, and it’s common knowledge 
that not all technical guys have aptitude for design and 
editing. Therefore, let’s say the learning curve is lengthier 
and every day there is something new for me to learn. 
As the quality of my photos got to be the way I liked and 
great for printing, I created a website to have an online 
gallery with my aerial work. 
  
What are the top places on your bucket list for photo 
and video?  
I didn’t have opportunity to fly in places other than W.A., 
which is why the list below is basically on locations 
nearby: Cape to Cape track, Wyadup rocks, Wedge 
Island, Canal Rocks, Albany, Bremer Bay. 
  
I am craving to travel more and add new places on this 
list. 

https://gallery.skyperth.com


Who inspires you artistically? 
There are so many great photographers that certainly I 
am not being fair to create the list below, but on top of 
my mind, those guys are the ones I got and I am still 
getting inspiration: 
-      Justin Reznick (www.justinreznick.com) 
-      Colby Brown (www.colbybrownphotography.com)  
-      Christian Fletcher (www.christianfletcher.com.au)  
-      Dirk Dallas (www.fromwhereidrone.com)  
-      Roberto Serrini (www.robertoserrini.com) 
  
Whats your favorite project you've worked on with 
drones?  
A friend invited me to participate in a competition to talk 
about the history of one of the most famous and iconic 
suburbs in Perth, called Fremantle. I captured some 
footage that we’d planned on a storyboard, but the 
project didn’t work out. So I decided to put all the other 
footage I had from this region together and create a 
video to show the location. To my surprise, the video was 
viewed by a considerable number of people (combined 
115k+) after it was mentioned in one of the most 
influential newspapers here in WA. The shares and 
reactions were totally unexpected, which made me 
proud.   

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/
thewestaustralian/videos/10154163126079439/ 
Original Vimeo - https://vimeo.com/165525167 

http://www.justinreznick.com
http://www.colbybrownphotography.com
http://www.christianfletcher.com.au
http://fromwhereidrone.com
http://www.robertoserrini.com
https://www.facebook.com/thewestaustralian/videos/10154163126079439/
https://vimeo.com/165525167


DRONES FOR WORK: 
CONSTRUCTION 
It’s hard to see a news cycle go by without a discussion 
of how drones are going to revolutionize industry, 
especially with the new Part 107 commercial rules going 
into effect later this summer. But what exactly are the 
benefits to various industries? In these two articles we go 
into detail on what the actual applications, needs, 
desires and futures are for users in two of the more 
forward thinking industries who are already incorporating 
data 

Here  we look at a medium-sized construction firm that 
works projects such as small commercial spaces and 
high-end residential homes. 



First, who is the actual drone user in construction? I 
consider the “user” as the person who wants the data, 
not necessarily the person flying the drone or hiring the 
drone service. We can think of the user as really being 
the end consumer; the product is more important than 
the process. In this case the primary user is the Project 
Manager or Project Administrator. They see value in:  
1. Analyzing the site before construction for planning 
purposes; 
2. Being able to frequently monitor, document and 
communicate the status of a project; 
3. Being able to present polished visual models to their 
existing clients, as well as to future clients as a 
marketing tool.  
So what can drones do to help?  

1. Preconstruction  
Before a job begins, there are plenty of planning 
activities and duties which can leverage drone data. 
Here we will discuss an orthomosaic map and a 3D 
model as the primary deliverables, both achievable 
autonomously through a variety of software/hardware 
offerings such as 3DR’s Site Scan for Solo.  



As far as project planning logistics, the Project 
Administrator typically wants data in the form of 
measurements such as volumetrics (the ability to 
determine the volume of soil, gravel or similar they have 
to remove from the site). On the client communications 
side, they'd like to have a model they can render in 
different ways, for instance to show how a home will look 
(in 3D) as compared to neighboring properties, to show 
different build options, etc. 

2. During construction  
During construction, the use of drones comes down to 
tracking and demonstrating regular data changes, 
shown by orthomosaic maps and 3D models.  
a. Week to week, showing how the site has progressed 
visually so the client can get a macro-level view of 
project progress;  
b. Monitoring soil elevation throughout the property to 
ensure it is correctly moved and maintained;  
c. Monitoring resources on site by volume;  
d. Combining the drone data with laser-point cloud info 
from inside the structure to ensure builds are accurate 
and proceeding according to plan.  



3. After construction  
After a job, the primary value is in what we in the drone 
industry call a Flyover. A flyover is when you pick several 
keyframes (similar to how you’d set up a multipoint 
Cablecam for Solo users), and either fly a real video flight 
or perform a virtual fly-through within a 3D model. A Flyover 
shows all angles of the finished project, and highlights 
certain points or information with the focus of the frames 
and text/graphic annotations over the video that present 
key data.  

Flyovers are also valuable as a tool for securing future work. 
Presentations featuring 3D-modeled renders or high-
quality drone video are a step above what clients are used 
to seeing from construction firms vying for their business. 



DRONES FOR WORK: 
REAL ESTATE 
  
Real estate was one of the first industries to adopt 
drones, and one of the first to employ drone pilots to 
capture data. Realtors have led the pack in 
understanding the marketing value of a new perspective, 
and they're a great source of potential work for drone 
professionals. So what do realtors want as far as finished 
drone content? 

1. Photos for context. Realtors want, in 5-7 images, to 
give an overview of the property and the surrounding 
area while making the property look amazing. As a drone 
pilot shooting real estate, the most important add you 
can offer here is getting a context not achievable from 
the ground. Overhead shots that showcase the size, a 
lockdown on a larger property overhead to help 
understand scale, or a shot that shows the views (w/ 
nearby attractions; a park close by, or a downtown view 
in the background, for instance) -- these kinds of aerials 
achieve illustrate a context that can’t be properly shown 
by ground photos alone. 



2. Photos for features. Always ask for specific features 
and amenities the realtor would like be highlighted. 
Aerials are a great way to lend extra exposure to a pool, 
gazebo, entranceway, a particular type of roof or 
construction style, the property's location on a block etc. 
Ask the realtor about these important points to make 
sure you are aware of potential features to highlight.  

3. Video. Make it quick. You’ve got 30-45 seconds to sell; 
customers are browsing and likely won’t watch anything 
longer. A good standard shot list would be: entering the 
property and setting the stage; flying a circle around; 
flying directly overhead; and then flying out to reveal the 
neighborhood. Another, more personal and high-end 
service would be flying a drone with realtors while they 
show a property. This service allows both the realtor and 
the buyer to ask in real time for the views most 
important to them. Plus it's an impressive novelty that 
makes the buying experience stand out. 



4. Panorama. Explore the area. For many prospective 
buyers looking at houses, the actual house is just a 
piece of the equation, understanding the surrounding 
area is helpful, too. A 360 degree panorama that shows 
local businesses, parks, amenities, etc., and that is taken 
right above a property gives buyers the proper 
environmental understanding for a listing. This is a 
unique and compelling offering that can help you stand 
out from the pack. 

5. Quick, professional, branded, affordable. Your personal 
value for the real estate customer (vs. ground 
photography as well as your drone pilot competition) 
lies in a few concrete economic facts. Know your value 
and know how to communicate what's most important 
to them. You can shoot and process your photos quickly; 
you can easily apply their agency branding; and your 
services won’t break the bank, as paying for this kind of 
marketing likely comes directly out of their commission.   



STEVE JENNESS 
When did you first start flying drones?  
June 2015, as soon as I received Solo! 

What’s your favorite location you've ever shot from 
the air?  
Definitely the Lofoten Islands in Norway. The combination 
of islands, beaches, mountains and forests in close 
proximity to each other makes for such a diverse 
landscape; it's unlike anywhere I've ever been. 

What do you consider your visual style?  
I'm always looking for leading lines or vanishing points in 
my compositions to help draw the viewer's eyes to the 
subject. I love including a person (usually myself); it 
shows the scale of the landscape, but also makes the 
image more personal for the viewer. The goal is to make 
the viewer think, "I wanna go there and do what that 
person is doing."  



Any odd or interesting stories while flying drones?  
While flying over Iceland's famous glacial lagoon, 
Jökulsárlón, I learned that the birds in Iceland aren't big 
fans of drones. It was an epic mid-air battle, but I was 
able to outmaneuver them and land safely. 

What software do you primarily use to edit photos?  
Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop. If I'm on the road, 
Lightroom mobile on iOS. 

Who inspires you artistically?  
I find most of my inspiration through Instagram. It's a 
great place to meet like-minded people. So many 
people inspire me that a true list would be never-ending, 
but this handful of people always seem to blow me 
away: 

Jack Morris - @doyoutravel   
Chris Burkard - @chrisburkard 
Michael Shainblum - @shainblumphotography 
Abe Kislevitz - @abekislevitz 
Hannes Becker - @hannes_becker 

http://www.apple.com
http://www.instagram.com/chrisburkard
http://www.instagram.com/shainblumphotography
http://www.instagram.com/abekislevitz
http://www.instagram.com/hannes_becker


What are the top places on your bucket list for photo 
and video?  
Anywhere I haven't been before! It's tough to narrow it 
down, but if I had to pick 3: 
New Zealand 
Southeast Asia 
South Africa 
...and Iceland again & again & again. 



Any plugins, presets, tips or tricks you find 
particularly valuable for editing aerials ?   
I use the Nik Collection of photoshop plugins from 
Google. They're free, and I can't recommend them 
enough! 



www.jennessphoto.com 
Instagram: @stevejenness

http://www.jennessphoto.com
http://www.instagram.com/stevejenness


PANORAMA GUIDE 
With the release of Solo’s new Pano feature, we want to 
give you a deep dive resource that breaks down the 
functionality available within the app, links to multiple 
options for pano stitching software, and provides some 
best practices for editing and sharing. Enjoy! 

Pano in the Solo App 
The Pano Smart Shot allows you to easily and 
automatically capture all the images you need to create 
and customize epic aerial panoramas. (You do the 
stitching and editing in post.) It’s a pretty simple and 
clear-cut Smart Shot, but we’ll give you a quick 
breakdown here. 
Open the shot and you’ll see it has three modes, for 
customizing three different panorama styles. Choose 
video, cylindrical or spherical, and your options branch 
out a bit from there. 

Video: Fairly straightforward here. Just set your pan and 
go. The app gives you the option of adjusting your pan 
speed (yaw/rotation). The slowest pan speed is one 
degree/sec. You usually want a slow rotation, but if you’re 
panning across a scene with moving objects, you’ll 
probably want to pan the camera faster as opposed to 
speed ramping the shot in post.



Cylindrical: Automatically capture images for creating 
a cylindrical panorama, the familiar stretched pano we 
create on our phones. From the app you can customize 
how wide you want to make your pano by degree — 
create an arc up to 360 degrees — and Solo will 
automatically adjust the photo capture interval based 
on the degree you set. Again, you can do this by degree. 

Want a 45-degree pano? Boom. Wait, no — should have 
been 46 degrees. Okay, boom. If you have a custom 
lens on your GoPro, you can change your camera’s field 
of view in the app (make it narrower), and Solo will 
adjust the photo capture intervals accordingly for a 
perfect overlap. 

Spherical: These are the most complex and interesting 
panos. Instead of snapping photos in a single band, as 
for a cylindrical pano, Solo will automatically capture a 
half-sphere of images. Solo will shoot photos in three 
bands as the drone rotates. At each interval, instead of 
snapping one photo, Solo will shoot three — 90 degrees 
(camera facing straight forward); 45 degrees; and 
straight down — with perfect overlap. And as is the case 
with a cylindrical pan, if you adjust your camera’s FOV in 
the app, Solo will compensate photo intervals 
accordingly. Stitch these images together to create the 
style of pano you’re after, including the clever and 
popular “little planet” spherical panos. 



Software Stitching Options 
Hugin — Surprisingly robust free pano-stitching software. 
Recommended for — Anyone who wants to try stitching, 
doesn’t have Photoshop, doesn’t mind complicated UI or 
want to purchase dedicated software. 

Autopano by Kolor — The natural choice for GoPro 
photo stitching (as their parent company is owned by 
GoPro, and powers GoPro’s panoramic processing 
across the board). Polished interface, great options, and 
very useful for 360 video if you shoot that as well. 
Recommended for — Those who also shoot 360 video 

Photoshop — Photoshop offers an Automerge feature 
and other techniques for making Panoramas, but it’s not 
as easy or robust as the dedicated pano creation 
options we have listed here. However, since most 
photographers are already familiar with Adobe Creative 
Suite, this is often the easiest option, as they can simply 
integrate pano creation and editing into their existing 
workflow. 
Recommended for — Existing Creative Cloud users who 
don’t want to learn a new platform 

Lightroom - The natural choice for the many 
photographers who exclusively use Lightroom for their 
organization and editing. 
Recommended for — Existing Lightroom users who don’t 
want to learn a new platform 

PT Gui — Very comprehensive processing platform, with 
an outdated interface. Great for complicated and robust 
panoramas and high volume processing. Around the 
office the general opinion is PT Gui does the best job at 
quickly and correctly stitching. 
Recommended for — Users who plan to stitch together a 
lot of panos and want the easiest tool, and also to 
create processes and templates.



KINGSTON PHOTO 



When did you first start flying drones?  
Well, I started on Solo, that was about 3 months ago. 

What’s your favorite location you've ever shot from the 
air?  
Seems like ocean/coastal shots are always epic. But I want 
to take it out to more mountain and lake areas. 



What do you consider your visual style?  
Work-wise I consider myself a lifestyle photographer, 
with a splash of landscape. 

Any plugins, presets, tips or tricks you find 
particularly valuable for editing aerials?  
Most of the time I actually edit them manually, no 
presets. That’s just because the GoPro images need 
some extra love, and I shoot them in flat color. 



What other kinds of art do you create?   
Photo every day, but video here and there. And I used to 
write graffiti back in the day! 

What are the top places on your aerial bucket list? 
If National Parks allowed drones, I’d say Yosemite. 
Otherwise I really want to go back to Oregon. Maybe 
Ireland or somewhere super random!



Who inspires you artistically?  
Portrait-wise, I’m a huge Mario Testino fan. Besides that I 
don’t really have any other idols. So much good work on IG 
these days it’s hard to narrow it down. 

Instagram: instagram.com/kingstonphoto 
Website: kingstonphoto.net

http://instagram.com/kingstonphoto
http://kingstonphoto.net


INSPIRATION 
Not all of them shoot on drones, not all of them shoot 
just aerials, but for consistent great aerial perspectives, 
this is our list of current favorites on Instagram for 
overhead inspiration.  

Spathumpa 
Jonbeeotch 
iherok 
gabscanu 
dailyoverview 
graymalin 
trashhand 

http://instagram.com/Spathumpa
http://instagram.com/Jonbeeotch
http://instagram.com/iherok
http://instagram.com/gabscanu
http://instagram.com/dailyoverview
http://instagram.com/graymalin
http://instagram.com/trashhand
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For more information on Solo: The Smart Drone 
www.3dr.com

http://www.instagram.com/orenmeetsworld
https://medium.com/@rogersollenberger
http://www.3dr.com



